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CORRIGENDA. 



The worda from ** The following ** to *' selected it," p. 143, were printed in the plaee 
where they stand hy an oTersight. They were intended for another pnrpose, and 
do not bear on the argament in the text. 

The note Lazaras in Introductory note to chapter zii. should have been in 
chapter xi. 

The Anthor is sorry to haTC to acknowledge, that, notwithstanding the great care 
that has been exercised, a feW mistakes in the Oreek accents have been oTcrlooked. 
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PREFACE. 



During the thirty years that I have been in Holy Orders, I have 
^vatched with eager interest the various Commentaries that have been 
published in England on different portions of the Scriptures. To many 
of these too mnch praise cannot be given, especially for the carefhl 
attention which has been paid of late years to the teaching of the Scrip* 
tores on the Incarnation, and on the effects of the Incarnation on man's 
present life, not merely on his fdtnre state, but on his present life, as 
preparatory for his futnre. But there is still required, as it appears 
to me, a Commentary on the New Testament for English readers and 
others, more critical in its character, and at the same time more 
Catholic in its doctrinal tone, as well as more continuous and con- 
nected in its explanations, than is usually the case with Commen- 
taries intended for general use. 

The present volume is submitted to the public, with a view to 
ascertain how far a Commentary of this kind, and by the same hand, 
would be acceptable to members of the English Church. The abject 
aimed at throughout has been, to combine the ancient Faith of the 
Church with the results of modem investigation. A few words about 
its leading characteristics will not be deemed out of place. 

In preparing the following pages I have especially endeavoured to 
meet the case of that large and increasing class of intelligent readers, 
who feel a warm interest in every thing that tends to the elucidation 
. of the Scriptures, but who lack either the opportunity or the inclina- 
tion to consult numerous books of reference. Considerable advantage 
has been taken of the immense accessions, which the last half century 
has added to our stores for the illustration of the Old and New 
Testament, and in a no less degree of our English Authorised Trans- 
lation of them. Among these it will be sufficient to refer to the 
important addition made within the last few years to our Manu- 
scripts of the text, to the more critical examination of the historical 
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documents relating to the Jews, and to the various nations that were 
contemporary with them, and to the more accurate knowledge which 
wo possess of the topography of Palestine. 

The three principal objects, which I have kept in view, are : — 

1. To lay before the reader St. John's Gospel in a form so correct, 
that no exception could possibly be made against it, either as a text 
or as a translation. This has been accomplished chiefly through the 
labours of Professor Tischendorf, and the late Dean Alford and his 
four coadjutors. 

Each verse is given from the Authorised Version, and under that 
whatever various readings there are, in either the Sinaitic, Vatican, or 
Alexandrine Manuscripts, and then any difference of translation as 
revised by the late Dean Alford and his friends. 

2. To give the sense of St. John's words as interpreted by the 
best Commentators from the earliest times. After several unsac- 
cessful trials to appropriate to each author his own, as far as possible, 
I relinquished the attempt, and have contented myself with endeavour^ 
ing to weave into one connected whole, and within reasonable limits, 
interpretations ranging from the third century to the nineteenth. No 
age or school has been exclusively regarded, but what appeared best in 
each has been selected. In this Commentary no claim is made to 
originality. My object has not been to invent new interpretations, or 
new ways of expressing old interpretations, but to make use of other 
men's successful labours, and to throw these into a popular form for 
the common good. 

8. By means of an introductory note to each chapter, as well as by 
foot-notes, to show the exact meaning of the original text or of the 
English translation ; to illustrate the history, geography, and customs 
referred to, and by means of extracts from travellers, chiefly modem, 
to bring before the mind of the reader a living picture of the various 
localities and scenes that are named. I have preferred, where possible, 
to give the glowing description of the travellers themselves, rather 
than a more concise but necessarily more dry summary of their words 
by myself. In this part each statement is attested by the name of the 
writer. I am answerable only for the selection. 

In the foot-notes will also be found all the most important im- 
provements in translation, and illustrations of the grammatical con- 
struction, that have been suggested by Bishop Middleton in his Treatise 
on tlie Greek Article, by Archbishop Trench in his Synonyms of the 
New Testament, by Winer in his Grammar of the New Testament 
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diction, and by Dr. J. B. Lightfoot in his Reviiion of the New Tegta- 
ment, as well as by others. 

It is acknowledged on all hands, that the best key to unlock the 
meaning and spirit of any ancient document is contemporary literature • 
To see the full force of this as applied to the New Testament, we 
have only to call to mind, how minute and numerous the religious 
observances of the Jews were in the days of our Saviour, and how 
intimately these were interwoven with all their public, social, and 
domestic life. To such a degree was this the case, that the life of a 
truly devout Jew, according to their meaning of the term, must have 
been, so to speak, an endless ritual. But the great mass of these 
rites and ceremonies were not prescribed in the Law of Moses, but in 
that body of traditionary interpretations, that had been accumulating 
for ages, and which in the time of our Saviour had become both bur- 
densome to the people, and destructive of the very spirit and intention 
of the Law. These traditionary rules had succeeded in rendering. the 
Law not only nugatory, as to any moral effect on the Jewish mind, but 
positively injurious to it. Our Saviour's denunciations are not directed 
against the Law, but against their observance of it, and against those 
who insisted on such observance. ''Woe unto you Scribes and 
Pharisees, woe unto you Lawyers," were His usual words ; and to 
enter into the full meaning of His words, a knowledge of the received 
interpretation of the Law is scarcely less necessary than a knowledge 
of the Law itself. For we miss the poiut in a rebuke, when we know 
not the nature of the abuse, whi(^ calls forth the rebuke. Among the 
most successful students iu this branch of literature. Dr. John Light- 
foot, Master of Catherine Hall, Cambridge, and who died 1675, has 
always stood in the foremost rank. Few greater services, as I 
conceive, can be rendered to the English Church, than to make 
Dr. Lightfoot's learning more accessible to the general reader. 
Probably no man ever possessed the same amount of Babbinical 
learning, with the same accurate scholarship, that he did. But this, 
imbedded as it is in two thick folio, or in thirteen octavo volumes, is 
little known except to students. Copious illustrations of the meaning 
of St. John's words have been given from Lightfoot, based on the 
Babbinical traditions. 

It will thus be seen that an attempt has here been made to bring 
the ioformation, furnished to the public in the shape of a popular 
Commentaxy, up to a level with the knowledge and the scholarship 
of the present day, and that without any fiEdtering as regards the 
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Faith once deliyered. The Ghristian Religion has nothing to fear 
from real learning. For past experience shows, that whatever new 
discOTeries are made in any branch of science or literature, so far as 
they bear on Holy Scripture or on the Christian Religion, they help to 
confirm and illustrate them. All, that is required, is a full and fair 
investigation, that the science be sufficiently understood, and fairly 
applied. For Christians can scarcely be expected to surrender their 
Faith to crude theories, or to deductions drawn from imperfect in- 
formation. 

Tt has been rather the fashion of late year? to believe, that the 
Ghreek Text, from which the English Authorised Translation was made, 
was in a state of almost hopeless corruption, and that the Translation 
itself was, to say the least, full of inaccuracies, if not of actual mis- 
translations. The labours and publications of Professor Tischendorf 
and of the late Dean Alford, have therefore a peculiar interest for 
English Churchmen. For the one may be said to have been investigate 
ing the genuineness of our text of the New Testament, and the other 
the accuracy of our Translation. No one will question their com- 
petency for the task which they undertook. They have laboured for 
years, each in his own department, as men only labour, who have a 
love for their work. The results of Professor Tischendorf s labours 
not only prove, but put it into the power of every man to verify this state- 
ment for himself, that the Greek Text of the English Authorised Transla- 
tion is singularly correct, and that the emendations introduced from the 
Sinaitic, Vatican, and Alexandrine Manuscripts, the three oldest and 
most valuable, are, with few exceptions, of the most trifling nature. 
The labours of Dean Alford and of his four coadjutors are also valuable 
in many points of view, and not the least, as proving the general 
accuracy of the Authorised Translation. The Church of England 
owes a large debt of gratitude to these men for their respective pub- 
lications, as showing the hollowness of objections, which from th^ 
very nature many could make, but few were able to answer. 

One other result of their labours is exceedingly satisfactory. 
Nether the emendations made in the Text nor the alterations in the 
Translation have in any way affected, even in the slightest degree, 
any one single doctrine of the Christian Religion. Improvements 
many they have doubtless iutroduced, both in the way of a more 
genuine correctness of the Text, and also of a more scholarly accuracy 
in the Translation. But the Christian Faith stands exactly what it 
was, and as it was, before their publications. 
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From what has been effected by the labonra of indiTidaals in a 
priTate capacity, we may fairly infer what will be the result of the 
labours of men, when nnited together for the common object of re- 
Tising onr Translation of Holy Scriptore. If their purpose be a 
thoroughly honest one, namely, to make our Venerable Translation a 
better representative of oar improved knowledge of ancient Manu- 
scripts, as well as of our more delicate and correct rendering of the 
Greek, with the ample materials which we have at command, the 
gain will be immense. A judicious reproduction, for instance, of Trench, 
Alford, and Tischendorf, would be a blessing acknowledged by all. 
Our Translation would be a more exact and faithful representation of 
the original, and that original would be more like what it was, when 
it left the hands of the Evangelists and Apostles ; but there would be 
no alteration in the doctrines of the Church, not one, and scarcely a 
single text would be withdrawn from its office of proving what it was 
thought to prove before. But if with this there be also allied the 
sinister object of altering our ecclesiastical expressions of Christian 
Truth, in~ order to introduce into them unostentatiously, it may be, a 
greater d^ree of laxity, by rendering them into more colourless terms, 
the blessing will prove a curse, and the Bevisers will succeed, not in 
producing a Bible for the English Church, but in leaving a legacy for 
the various English Sects to wrangle over. To attempt to effect a 
theological revolution, under the cover of a purely scientific revision, 
would be a mistake, and would certainly entail failure on the whole 
scheme. 

In order to represent, as far as possible, the knowledge and 
the acquirements of the present day, the notes in this Commentary 
have been taken in a great measure from the wgAb of living authors. 
The following is a rough classification of the writers quoted, many of 
whom will be recognised as eminent authorities in their own depart- 
ment. 

Yasious Beadingb of thb Gbeee Text. — Professor Tischendorf. 
Mr. Scrivener, Mr. Burgon. 

Gbitioal Scholabship. — ^Dr. John Lightfoot, (17th century), Bishop 
Middleton, Dean Alford, Archbishop Trench, Dr. J. B. 
Lightfoot, Dr. Winer, &c. 

TopooRAPHY AND CUSTOMS OP PALESTINE. — ^Bishop Pococke, (18th 
century). Dr. Robinson, Dean Stanley, Dr. Williams, Thom- 
son, Lady Strangford, (Miss Beaufort,) Miss Rogers, Lord 

b 2 
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Lindsay, Carnarvon, Mr. Porter, Hepworth Dixon, Captain 
Lynch, Macgr^or, Wilson and Warren, and other members 
of the Palestine Exploration Society, &c. 

HiSTOBiOAL Analysis.-- The Bight Hon. W. £. Gladstone, Canon 
Norris, Mr, Sanday, &c« 

It only remains to add, that if this volume should meet with 
sufficient favour to justify me in having incurred the risk of its 
publication, it will shortly be followed by a similar Commentary on the 
other three Gospels, treated separately and synoptically, and eventually 
by a Commentary on the Epistles^ 

Hensall Vicarage, 

Jim iih^ 1872* 
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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 



The FotJBTH Gospel. 

Did St. John the Apostle write the Fourth Gospel ? The PrimitiTe 
Church, whiph had tiie best means of knowing, said that he did, and 
affirmed this with singular fdlness and ananimity. Within the last 
few years this question has been again raised, and with the purpose of 
giying to it a diiSerent answer. 

The late Dean Alford, a cautions writer, and one who could not be 
accused of giring undue weight to the claim of divine Inspiration, 
which the Church makes for this Gospel, has thus summed up the 
eridence for and against the genuineness of St. John's Gospel, which 
is again but the summary of the arguments used by German writers, 
who have gone more minutely into this question than himself. Re- 
ferring to Liicke's Einlerhmg, he says, *' The result of his researches 
on this subject is, that down to the end of the second century the 
Gospel was by all recognised and attributed to the Apostle whose name 
it bears, with the sole exception of the Alogi, an unimportant sect in 
Asia Minor, who from excessive opposition to the heresy of Montanus, 
rejected both the Apocalypse and Gospel of John, as favouring (according 
to them) some of the views of that heretic. Such an exception rather 
strengthens than weakens the general evidence of ancient Christendom 
in its fieivour. 

<< Equally satisfactory is the testimony of the Fathers after the close 
of the second century. The citations by Irensus from this Gospel are 
very frequent and express, both as to its canonicity and the name of 
its author. And his testimony is peculiarly valuable, because (1) he 
was an anti-Gnostic ; (2) his acquaintance with the whole Church, 
Eastern and Western, was greater than that of any other ecclesiastical 
writer ; and (8) in his youth he had conversed with Polycarp, himself 
a disciple of the Apostle John. Theophilus of Antioch, Tertnllian, 
Clement of Alexandria, Hippolytus, Origen, Dionysius of Alexandria, 
Eusebius,-*-the ancient Syriac Version, the Peshito,*-the adversariea 
of Christianity, Porphyry and Julian, — all these refer to the Gospel 
as without doubt the work of the Apostie John. 

*' We may tiien, a$ far om a/ntiqmty w concerned, regard its genuine- 
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nesB as established. Bat there is one circomstaEioe which has far- 
nished many modem writers with a groond for doabting this. Neither' 
Papias, who carefully sought all that Apostles and apostolic men had 
related regarding the life of Christ, — nor Polycarp, who was himself a 
disciple of the Apostle John, — ^nor Banvabas, nor Clement of Rome, in 
their Epistles, — ^nor, lastly, Ignatius (in his genuine writings), makes 
any mention of, or allusion to, this Oospd. So that in the most 
ancient circle of ecclesiastical testimonyi it appears to be unknown or 
not recognised. 

^' But this circumstance, when fairly considered in connection with 
its universal recognition by writers following on these, rather serves 
for a confirmation of the genuineness of the Gospel. It confessedly 
was written late in the apostolic a^e. As far, then, as sUence (or 
apparent silence) can be valid as an arguVient, it seems to show that 
the recognition of this Gospel, as might have been expected, was later 
than that of the others. And it is some confirmation also of this view, 
that Papias, if Eusebius (iii. 89) gives his testimony entire, appears 
not to recognise Imke^s Gospel, but only those of Matthew and Mari^. 
It is remarkable, however, on the other hand, that Papias (Eusebius 
ihid,) recognises the Fi^st Epistle of John, which, as already re- 
marked, was probably written after the Gospel. This would seem 
to make it probable that we have not in Eusebius the whole tes- 
' timony of Papias given : for it would certainly seem from internal 
grounds that the First Epistle and the Gospel must stand or fall 
together. 

'' It is evident that too much stress must not be laid on the silence 
of Polycarp, from whom we have one short Epistle only. He also 
(apparently) was acquainted with the First Epistle of John. But he 
wrote with no purpose of giving testimony to the sacred books, and 
what reason therefore have we to expect in his Epistle quotations 
from, or aUusiouEf to, any particular book which did not happen to 
come within his design, and the subject of which he was treating? 

^' The 'same may be said of the silence of Barnabas, Hennas, and 
Ignatius. Had any intention existed on the part of the primitive 
Christian writers of informing posterity about books which were counted 
canonical in their days, their silence would be a strong argument 
against any particular book : but they had no such intention : their 
citations are fortuitous, and most of them loose and allusory only. 
So that we cannot argue from such silence to the recognition or other- 
wise of any book, unless it be universal and continuous, which is not 
the case with regard to the Gospel. 

'' Again, the hmd of testimony furnished by Ireneeus is peculiarly 
valuable. He does not relate from whom he had heard that John 
wrote a Gospel, but he treats and quotes it as a well-known and long- 
used book .in the Christian Church. What could ^ have induced 
Irenaeus to do this, except the fact of its being thus known wnA used f 
So that this eharacW of his testimony virtually carries it back frtrther 
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than itfl aotnal date. Besides, when one who has had the means 
which IrensBos had of ascertaining the troth in a matter, asserts things 
respecting that matter, the ordinary and just method is to suppose that 
he draws his information from his superior opportunities of gaining 
it, eyen though he may not expressly say so : so that when IrensBns, 
who had conversed with Polycarp himself, the friend of the Apostle 
John, quotes this Qospel as the work of that Apostle, we may fairly 
presume that he had assured himself of this by the testimony of one 
so well capable of informing him," — ^Alford's Greek Testament, Pro- 
legomena^ p. 66. 

In the face of such unanswerable reasoning as the above, the old 
objections have been again brought forward within the last few years, and 
in such a form as to catch the eye not of the student but of the general 
reader, who could not be prepared with an answer to them. It is 
asserted in a tone of confident boldness and pertinacity, '' that no 
genuine testimony to the authenticity of this Gospel is of an earlier 
date than the year of Christ 180 :*' and " as far as regards external 
evidence — ^that there is not the same full and satisfactory amount of it 
in the case of the Fourth Gospel,, as in that of the other three." 

To see the force, or rather the want of force, in these objections, it 
will be necessary to call to mind who were the Christian writers which 
flourished within the first 180 years after the Birth of Christ, what 
was the nature of their writings, and in what state those writings have 
come down to us. 

We shall not be far wrong in saying that the following list includes 
all the Christian writers of any note within the first 180 years after 
Christ, with the probable date at which they each flourished. St. 
Barnabas, a.d. 71 ; Clement, a.d. 96 ; Hermas, a.d. 100 ; St. Igni^ 
tius, A.D. 107; St. Polycaip, a.d. 108; Papias, a.d. 116; Justin 
Martyr, a.d. 140; Dionysius of Corinth, a.d. 170 ; Tatian, A.n. 172 ; 
Hegesippus, a.d. 178 ; Melito, a.d. 177 ; IrensDUS, a.d. 178. 

These writers may be conveniently divided into two classes:-^ 
1. Those who are commonly spoken of as ancient Christian writers, 
because the names of some of their writings, or a few fragments of 
their writings, have been preserved by some later author, such as 
Eusebius and Jerome. 2. Those to whom have been generally attri- 
buted some of the treatises that are still extant. Under the first head 
five of these twelve writers must be ranked — Papias, Dionysius of 
Corinth, Tatian, Hegesippus, and Melito» No argument against the 
authenticity of St. John's Gospel can be drawn from the want of their 
evidence. For all that they wrote, with the exception of a few lines, 
is lost. The other seven — Barnabas, Clement, Hermas, Ignatius, 
Polycarp, Justin Martyr, Iren»us — will come under the second class, 
as being credited with having written some of the letters or early 
treatises that are still received as genuine. Of the first five no more 
need be said. Of the remaining seven, one, Barnabas, may have 
written his one work, Catholic Epistle, even before St. John wrote his 
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Gospel : four, Gement, Hermas, Ignatius, Polycarp, wrote so near the 
time that is nsaally assigned as the date of St. John's Gospel, a.d. 98, 
that we cannot reasonably expect to find in them any reference to it. 

It would therefore appear that of the twelve Christian writers, who, 
as we know, flourished within the first 180 years after the Birth of 
Christ, there are only two, Justin Martyr and Irenaaus, that are not 
precluded, either by the loss of their writings or by the lateness in the 
publication of St. John's Gospel, from handing down to us any testi- 
mony in favour of its genuineness and authenticity. 

Lardner has shown that, there are not only procrfs that Justin 
Martyr had read St. John's Gospel, but there are also unmistakeable 
references to it, even in those writings which are acknowledged by all 
to be by him. For instance : — 

JusTnv. St. Johk. 

'O xP^trrhs cTvci', &r firi iufaywyrnBrirt oh *0 *lfi<rlfvs cTvci', *Eiuf fiii, res ytnniBji 

fiil 4ur4K$fir9 cIs rV /3airt^^tay rSy ohpttvuv. h^wBw hv S^etroi l^w rV /Ba^tAc^w rw 

Christ said, Except 70 be born again Jesns said. Except a man be bom 
▼e may not enter into the kingdom of again he cannot see the kingdom of 
heaYen. heaven, (iii. 8.) 

'Ort, 8^ KcX hZlvvrov its rks fi-firpas r&y Ilfis Z^vareu AyBpttwos ytwriBriycu y^ptnf 

TMKOvtruv Tohs tkird^ y€WWfi4vovs ^ft^^rcu, Av ; fiii Zifyaron f If t^v noiXlaof r^c fiin'phs 

^fa^€phy waffiy l<m. airrdv t^vrtpov tlatXBttv feed y^¥vi^¥mA ; 

But, that it is impossible for those who How can a man be born when he is 

have once been bom to enter into their old r Can he enter the second time into 

mothers' wombs, is plain to all. — Apolog. his mother's womb, and be bom ? (iii. 4.) 
i. p. 89. Thirlby's ed. 

It would seem impossible to deny that Justin is here quoting not 
only the sentiment of St. John but the very words. None of the other 
Evangelists record our Saviour's conversation with Nicodemus, or con- 
tain the doctrine of regeneration expressed in this precise form. 

Again, St. John quotes the prophecy of Zechariah, '* They shall 
look on Him whom they pierced." (xix. 87.) If we compare St. John 
with Zechariah we shall see that the Evangelist does not quote the 
words of the Prophet quite literally, that he alters a single word "Me" 
into ** Him," but without destroying the reference of the prophecy to 
Christ. Justin Martyr also quotes Ihis prophecy of Zechariah. Either 
he must have quoted from the Septuagint translation of Zechariah, or 
he must have translated it direct from the Hebrew, or he must 
have quoted it from St. John. It is all but impossible that Justin 
should have quoted the prophecy from the Septuagint. For they have 
not a single word in common. 

JUSTIK. SSPTUAQINT. 

It is also extremely improbable that Justin translated the prophecy 
direct from the Hebrew. For in that case we must believe that he 
translated by exactly the same four Greek words that St. John had used. 
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and that he translated three of these words, and the same three words 
Uterally, while he altered one and the same one as St. John had done : 
a performance which those who are accnstomed to translation from one 
language into another will not easily credit. A comparison of Zecha- 
riah's prophecy in Justin with the same prophecy in Si John will 
scarcely £ul to produce the couTiction that Justin was quoting from 
St. John's Qospel. 

JuBTix. St. JoHir. 

"Oifwrrw hs tv i^^xirrnW'-^Apolog. i^ "Oforrat its Zw 4{cK^m|0'ar. zix. 87. 

p. 77. Tbarlb^B ed. 

These two instances may senre as examples of the way in which 
Justin Martyr refers to St. John's Gospel. Others are given by 
Lardner in Ms Credibility of the Oospel History (ii. p. 125, ed. 1888), 
and more recently by Mr. Kentish Bache, i|i a letter to I^. DaTidson 
(Kitto, London, 1871). 

As to the evidence, which IrenaBus gives to St John's Gospel, it is 
impossible to state this in a clearer form than has been done by Dean 
Alford, and which has been ahready quoted from his works. 

Tertullian, who wrote at the end of the second century, when there 
had been sufficient time for the Fourth Gospel to become generally 
known to the Ghnrch, makes numerous quotations from it as the work 
of the Apostle St. John, — Professor Tischendorf says, not less than 
two hundred quotations. Thirty or forty years later Origen published 
a formal and very full Commentary on St. John's Gospel, a work which 
had occupied many of the best y^ars of his life. Though St. Matthew's 
Oospel was written forty years before St. John's, there is no author 
who has written a commentary on St. Matthew earlier than Origen — 
at least, there is none whose works have come down to us. 

To estimate fairly the value of the testimony, which the early 
Fathers have given to the various writings of thie N^w Testament 
by their incidental quotations from them, we must take into account 
several collateral considerations. Among others we must not forget 
the great scarcity of copies, which there must always have been, before 
the days of printing, in the ease of any document immediately after its 
first publication : and that to quote .^y document would ipiply that 
this document was known not only to the person who quotes it, but 
also to those for whose edification and confirmation it is quoted. If, 
for instance, a Bishop in his Epistle to any particular Church, quoted 
the Gospel of Si John in confirmation of his words, it would imply 
that this Gospel was known not only to the Bishop who quotes it, but 
also to those to whom he was writing, and that it was acknowledged 
by them as a work of authority. 

It has been objected against St. John's Gospel that it was not 
quoted by the earliest writers, or by the earliest extant writers as folly 
as St. Matthew's was. A little reflection will show that, so far from 
being an objection to it, this is the very proof of its genuineness and 
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attihentioify. At the time Clement wrote his Epistle to the Gorin- 
thians, about ▲•d. 96, St. Matthew's Gospel had heen published and 
probably read in some of the Churches for forty years, while St. John's 
Gospel had not been published more than three years. There is the 
same interval between the first publication of St. Matthew's Gospel 
and the time that Clement wrote his Epistle, as there is between tiie 
first publication of St. John's Gospel and the time that Justin Martyr 
wrote. We should not therefore expect to find that Clement quotes 
St. John as often as he does St. Matthew, but that Justin Martyr 
quotes St. John as often as Clement quotes St. Matthew. 

Again, there is the same interval between the first publication of 
St. John's Gospel and the time that TertuUian wrote, as there is 
between the first publication of St. Matthew's Gospel and the time 
that Justin Martyr wrote. But there are twice as many quotations 
from St. John in Tertullian's writings, as there are in Justin Martyr 
firom all the various books of the New Testament together. 

Mr. Sanday, the latest writer on this subject^ and whose elaborate 
and exhaustive treatise has been published, while the sheets of this 
Commentary were passing through the press, does not rate the external 
evidence in favour of St. John the Apostle being the author of the 
Fourth Gospel so high as Dean Alford does. But he maintains as 
strongly as Dean Alford, that the external and the internal evidence 
for it taken together is perfectly conclusive. 

He says : '' the subject of the external evidence has been pretty 
well fought out. The opposing parties are probably as near to an 
agreement as they ever will be. It will hardly be an unftdr state- 
ment of the case for those who reject the Johannean authorship of 
the Gospel, to say, that the external evidence is compatible with that 
supposition. And, on the other hand, we may equally say for those 
who accept the tfohannean authorship, that the external evidence 
would not be sufficient alone to prove it. As it at present stands, the 
controversy may be regarded as drawn : and it is not likely that the 
position of parties will be materii^ afiected. 

^' Thus we are thrown back upon the internal evidence : and I have 
the less hesitation in confining myself to this, because I believe it to 
be capable of leading to a quite definite conclusion." — p. 4. 

Mr. Sanday then takes St. John's Gospel chapter by chapter, and 
submits it to a rigid examination, not as an inspired production, but as 
a document that commends itself to the reason on grounds purely 
theological, literary, and historical. Nothing can be more fair and 
able than the way in which Mr. Sanday handles his subject, on the 
low grounds that he takes. There may be, as it is said, a necessity in 
these days to take such grounds, but the necessity for this certainly 
indicates a not very healthy state of Christian society. 

After Mr. Sanda/s preparatory investigation, which extends over 
280 pages of his work, he approaches the following questions " Was the 
author of the fourth Gospel a Jew ? Was he a Jew of Palestine f 
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Was he a member of the original Christian circle ? Was he an eye- 
witness? Was he the son of Zebedee?'* All these questions he 
answers in the affirmative, and concludes his work with these words, 
** The Gospel is the work of the Apostle, the son of Zebedee : it is the 
record of an eye-witness of the life of our Lord Jesus Christ : and its 
historical character is such as under the circumstances might be ex- 
pected — ^it needs no adventitious commendation to make it higher." — 
p. 804. 

St. John is generally supposed to have written his Gospel at 
Ephesns. The traditionary date is somewhere about a.d. 90, which 
is much the same as modem scholars have assigned to it on inde- 
pendent grounds. 
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It is not proposed hare to enter on the subject of the Mannscrlpts of 
the New Testament, further than to explain the references made to 
them in this Commentary, The particulars contained in these pages 
are taken chiefly from Mr. Scrivener's volume on the Introduction to 
the Criticism of the New Testament, and froja Prpf. Tisch^ndorf s 
Introduction to his edition of the English New Testament. 

To Prof. Tischendorf belongs the credit of having reduced the 
subject of various readings of the New Testament within convenient 
and definite limits. By his publication of the EngUsh New Testament 
with the readings of the Sinaitic, Yaticany ^d Alexandrine MBS., he 
has so far simplified a very intricate subject, that any intelligent 
reader can now understand at a glance, what is the weight of authority 
by which each reading is supported. It is sincerely to be hoped that 
this has not been done at the expense of truth or accuracy, jout Mr. 
Scrivener, who has made a full collation of the Sinaitic Manuscript, has 
already raised the question, whether judging from internal evidence the 
character of the Sinaitic Manuscript is such, as to justify Prof. 
Tischendorf in attributing to it alone, or to it in conjunction with the 
Vatican and Alexandrine MSS., an authority against all other manu- 
scripts. (Scrivener's Preface to Coll. of Sinaitic MS., p. v*, vii*.) 

Copies of the New Testament yet existing in manuscript, and 
dating from the fourth century downward, such as have been discovered 
and set down in catalogues, are hardly fewer tha^i two thousand. 
There are littie short of one thousand manuscripts proper pr Lec- 
tionaries of the Gospels, and about another thousand of all the other 
books put together. 

Manuscripts of the New Testament have been divided into Uncial 

and Cursive. 

I. The former called Uncial from uncia (an inch), referring 
to the size of the characters, are those manuscripts that are 
written in what are now called capital letters, formed separately, 
having no connection with each other, and (in the earlier specimens) 
without any space between the words, the marks of punctuation being 
few. Uncial letters prevailed in Greek manuscripts of the New Testa- 
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ment from the fourth to the tenth century, and in the case of litorgical 
books to the eleventh century. 

n. Cnrsiye^ or ninning-hand, manuscripts are those written in 
letters more easily and rapidly made, those in the same word being 
usually joined together, with a complete system of punctuation, not 
widely removed from that of printed books. Cursive letters were 
employed as early as the ninth or tenth century, and continued in use 
until the invention of printing. 

The Uncial Manuscripts are few : in the Qospols about 84, but the 
greater pari of these are fragments ; in the Acts 10 ; in the Catholic 
Epistles 6, and in the Pauline Epistles 14 (many of these friigments) ; 
and in the Apocalypse 4. 

The following are the principal Uncial Manuscripts : — 

K. Codex Sinaiticus, discovered in the Convent of St. Catherine, 
on Mount Sinai, by Prof. Tischendorf, in 1844 and 1859. 
Middle of fourth century. 

B. Codex Yaticanus, in the Vatican Library at Rome. Middle 

of fourth century. 
A« Codex Alexandrinus, in the British Museum, presented to 
Charles I. by Cyril Lucar, Patriarch of Constantinople, 
1628. Fifth century. 

C. Codex EphrsBmi. No. 9 in the Imperial Library of Paris. 

Fifth century. 

D. Codex Bezae — Gh»co-Latino ; University Library, Cam- 

bridge ; presented in 1581 by Theodore Beza. 

The following more particular information respecting the Taticany 
Alexandrine, and Sinaitic MSS., and the Greek Text of the English 
Authorised Version, is taken from the Litroduction to Prof Tischen- 
dorf's English New Testament, 1869. 

" The Vatican, Alexandrine, and Sinaitic Manuscripts. — ^Provi- 
dence has ordered it so that the New Testament can appeal to a Ceut 
larger number of all kinds of original sources than the whole of the 
rest of ancient Ghreek literature. Before all others which it possesses, 
Christian scholars have for a long time highly valued two manuscripts, 
which to great antiquity add ti^e distinction that they contain, not 
merely more or fewer portions of the sacred text, but the greater part 
of the entire New Testament as weU as the Old. One of these manu- 
scripts is deposited in the Vatican at Rome, and the other in the 
British Museum. To these, within the last ten years, a third has 
been added, brought from Mount Sinai, and now at St. Petersburg. 
These three hold undoubtedly the first place among the many copies of 
the New Testament of a thousand years old : and by their authority 
will have to be judged and rectified, both the earlier Ghreek editions of 
the New Testament, and all existing modem translations of it. It 
should not be forgotten, however, that the three manuscripts of which 
we speak, differ among themselves both in age and importance, and 
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that not one of them stands so high as to exclade all gainsaying of its 
bare anthority. 

** The Codex Vatioanus came first into the possession of leamed 
Europe. From what place it came into the Vatican Library is not 
known, bnt it is entered in the very first catalogue of the collection, 
dating from 1475. It contains the Old and New Testaments. Of the 
New it at present contains the four Gospels, the Acts, the seven Qe^ 
neral Epistles, nine of St. Paul's Epistles, and that to the Hebrews as 
far as Chap. ix. 14 : but all that followed this place is lost, namely, 
the last chapters of the Hebrews, the two Epistles to Timothy, the 
Epistles to Titns and Philemon, and the Bevelation. The text is 
written in three volumes to a page. The peculiarity of the hand- 
writing, the arrangement of the manuscript, and the character of the 
text itself, more especially certain remarkable readings, induce the 
opinion that the Codex is to be referred to the fourth century, and 
probably to about the middle of that century. 

'^ The Codex Alexandrinvs was, in 1628, sent as a present to TTing 
Charles I. of England, from Cyril Lucar, Patriarch of Constanti- 
nople. Cyril Lucar, who had formerly been Patriarch of Alexandria, 
brought it with him to Constantinople: and this explains why it is 
called the Alexandrian Codex. It is written in two columns to a page, 
and contains the Old and New Testaments. It is imperfect in the 
New Testament, having lost Matt. i. to xxv. 6 : John vi. 50, to viii. 52, 
and 2 Cor. iv. 18, to xii. 6. It contains, however, the two Episties 
by Clement of Rome, which in it alone have descended to posterity : 
idso an Epistie of Athanasius, and a production by Eusebius on the 
Psalter. On Paleeographic and other grounds it is believed to have 
been written in the middle of the fifth century. 

" The Codex Sinaiticus I (Tischendorf) was so happy as to discover 
in 1844 and 1859 in the monastery of St. Catherine on Mount Sinai. 
In the year last named I was travelling in the East under the 
patronage of the Emperor Alexander the Second of Russia, and to him 
it was my good fortune to transmit the manuscript. It contains the 
Old and New Testament, and is written with four columns to a page. 
The New Testament is perfect, not having been deprived of a single 
leaf. To the twenty-seven books of the New Testament are appended 
the Epistle of Barnabas complete, and part of the Shepherd of Hermas, 
which books even at the beginning of the fourth century were reckoned 
for Holy Scripture by a good many. We are led, by aU the data npon 
which we calculate the antiquity of manuscripts, to assign the Codex 
Sinaiticus to the middle of the fourth century. The evidence in favour 
of so great an age is more certain in the case of the Sinaitic Codex, 
than in that of the Vatican manuscript. It is even not impossible 
that the Sinaitic Codex — ^we cannot say as much of the Vatican MS. 
— ^formed one of the fifty copies of the Bible which in the year 831 the 
Emperor Constantino ordered to be executed for Constantinople under 
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the diieeiion of Easebins, the bishop of Casarea, best known as a 
Ghnreh historian. In this case it most be understood that the Em- 
peror Justinian, the founder of the Sinaitic monasteiy, sent it as a 
present from Constantinople to the monks at Sinai. 

"From what has been said it follows, that the first place, for 
antiquity and extent, among the three chief manuscripts, belongs to 
the Sinaitic Codex, the second place belongs to the Vatican, and the 
third to the Alexandrian. This arrangement is altogether confirmed 
by the condition of the text of the manuscripts. The text is not only 
in accordance with the writing of manuscripts in the fourth and fifth 
centuries, the same which was read in the East is precisely those 
centuries : but rather, for the most pairt it truly represents the text 
which was then copied from much earlier documents by Alexandrian 
scribes who knew very little of Greek, and therefore did not inten- 
tionally make the least alteration : — ^that is to say the yery text which, 
in the third and second centuries, was spread over a great part 
of Christendom." 

Greek Text of the Engluh Authorised Version. — " The English 
Authorised Version, equally with the Lutheran translation, is 
based upon the editions of the Ghreek text which Erasmus in 151 6, 
and Robert Stephens in 1550, had founded upon manuscripts written 
after the tenth century. Whether those Greek copies out of which 
Erasmus and Stephens prepared their editions, were altogether re- 
liable, that is, whether they exhibited as far as possible the Apostolic 
text, has long been matter of earnest discussion with the learned. 
Since the sixteenth century, Greek manuscripts have become known 
far older than those of Erasmus and Robert Stephens, and besides 
the Greek, also Syriac, Egyptian, Latin and Gothic, into which lan- 
guages the original text was translated in the second, third, and fourth 
centuries. Moreover, in the works of the Christian Fathers who 
wrote in the second and following centuries, many citations from texts 
of the New Testament have been found and compared. What was 
the result? The learned saw on the one hand, that the text of 
Erasmus and Stephens, had been for the most part in use in the 
Byzantine national Church long before the tenth century : but on the 
other hand, they learned the existence of thousands of readings which 
had not been edited by Erasmus and Stephens. Now the problem 
came to be, what reading in each instance most correctly represented 
that which the Apostles had written. This problem is by no means an 
easy one : for variations in the documents are very ancient : Jerome 
already notices them. Even in the fourth century there were diver- 
sities in very many places of the New Testament. The learned have 
been and are very much divided in opinion as to which readings repre- 
sent the word of God most exactly, but one thing has been admitted by 
most who understand the matter, and it is that the oldest documents 
must come nearer to the original text, than those that are later." 
— Tischendorf s Introduction. 
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It is only fair to state that Mr. Scrivener, a very great authority, has 
formed a much higher estimate of the character of the Textas Beceptns. 
He says : '' It is no less true to fact than paradoxical in soond, that the 
worst corraptions to which the New Testament has ever been subjected, 
originated within a hundred years, after it was composed; that 
Irenffius, and the African Fathers, and the whole Western with a 
portion of the Syrian Church, used far inferior manuscripts to those 
employed by Stunica, (Gomplutensian Editor) or Erasmus, or 
Stephens thirteen centuries later, when moulding the Textus Be- 
ceptus/' — Introduction to Critunsm on New Testament, p. 886* 

The letter 8. means the Sinaitic Manusoript. 
„ V. ,f the Vatican. 
„ A. „ the Alexandrine. 

S* V* A* point out any reading of S, V, A. which has been 
altered by some later hand ; though we give the original, and not the 
altered reading, in such cases. When we give an altered reading, it 
is marked S"- V- A". 

Alf. means Bean Alford's revised Translation (1870), 
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" Palestine stands alone ; alone in its boundaries of seas and sandy 
deserts, and snow-clad mountains ; and alone in the variety of its sofl, 
cHmate, and productions. I do not claim for it either beauty or 
grandeur — ^which may be found in almost every region of the globe — 
but I claim for it peculiarities and contrasts to which no other region 

con afford a parallel Is there no poetry, nothing affecting to 

the imagination, in the physical structure of a country which is 
without a parallel on earth ? For vrithin a space so smsdl that the 
eye can take it in from more than one point, there are heights, like 
Hermon, covered with eternal snow, and depths, like the Jordan 
ralley, with a heat exceeding that of the tropics ; there is on one side 
the sea, and on the other a lake whose surface ii9 1800 feet lower 
down, with soundings as deep again. Where is there such a river as 
the Jordan, whose turbulent waters never gladdened a human habi- 
tation, nor ever irrigated a green field — which pursues its continuous 
course for two hundred miles within a space easily visible, and ends at 
last in the sea of death never to reappear ? Where on earth is there 
such a variety of vegetation, from the palm on the ^try plain to 
the lichen beside the glacier ? Where such howling wildernesses, such 
dreary and utterly desolate wastes, with such luxuriant plains, fertile 
vaUeys, pasture lands, vineyards, and corn-fields? Where such a 
climate varying through every degree of temperature and of moisture ?" 
— Eastward^ by Macleod, p. 176. 

" In Palestine, as in Greece, every traveller is struck with the 
smaUness of the territory. He is surprised, even after all that he has 
heard, at passing, in one long day, from the capital of JudsBa to that 
of Samaria; or at seeing within eight hours, three such spots as 
Hebron, Bethlehem, and Jerusalem. The breadth of the country, from 
the Jordan to the sea, is rarely more than fifty miles. Its length, from 
Ban to Beersheba, is about a hundred and eighty miles. The time is 
now gone by when the grandeur of a country is measured by its size^ 
or the diminutive extent of an illustrious people can otherwise than 
enhance the magnitude of what they have done." — Stanley's Sinai and 
PdUstiney p. 113. 

" The length of the Soly Land from Dan to Beersheba is only one 
hnndred and forty miles, and its breadth sixty miles ; and yet this 
small area, the theatre of the most engrossing portion of the world's 
history from the earliest times, stUl remains only partially explored.'* 
—Recovery of Jerusalem, p. 471. 
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** Of Palestine we are shamefoUy ignorant, though the whole area of 
the country is not larger than Lancashire and Yorkshire together." — 
MacGregor's Jordan, p. 212. 

*' The great elevation of this country ahove the level of the sea is 
most forcibly brought out by the journey we have made. From the 
moment of leaving the Arabah has been almost a continual ascent. 
We mounted the great Pass of Safeh, and having mounted, hardly 
descended at all, crossed the great table-land of Beersheba, and 
then mounted the barrier of the hills of Judah, and thence have been 
mounting ever since. Hebron is, in fact, only four hundred feet lower 
than Helvellyn, (three thousand and fifty-five feet). How well one 
understands the expression, ' They went down into Egypt.' " — Stanley's 
Sinai and Palestine, p. 102. 

" The atmosphere of Palestine is very clear ; and there are many 
points from which Mount Heimon at one extremity of the Holy Land, 
and the Dead Sea at the other, can be distinctly seen, the view thus 
extending over a distance of one hundred and fifty niiles. The hill 
tops also are all bare, and large trees are rarely seen." — Recovery of 
Jerusalem, p. 441. 

" I am struck by what is also noticed by Miss Martineau — ^the 
Western, almost the English character of the scenery. Those wild 
uplands of Carmel and Ziph are hardly distinguishable (except by 
their ruined cities and red anemones) from the Lowjiands of Scotland 
or of Wales; these cultivated valleys of Hebron (except by their 
oUves) from the general features of a rich valley in Yorkshire or 
Derbyshire." — Staiiley's Syria and Palestine, p. 101. 

In the time of our Saviour all Palestine was divided into three 
provinces— Galilee, Samaria, and Judssa. These were the territorial 
divisions, which succeeded to the overthrow of the ancient landmarks 
of the tribes of Israel and Judah, caused by their respective captivities. 
. I. Galilee, which in theBoman age was applied to a large province, 
seems to have been originally confined to a littie circuit (the word 
Galil signifies a circle or circuit) of cx)untry round Eedesh Naphtali, 
in which were situated the twenty towns given by Solomon to Hiram, 
King of Tyre, as payment for his work in conveying timber from 
Lebanon to Jerusalem. (Josh. xx. 7 ; 1 Kings ix. 11.) They were 
then, or subsequently, occupied by strangers, and for this reason 
Isaiah gives to uie district the name '* Galilee of the Gentiles." (Isa. 
ix. 1.) It is probable that the strangers increased in number, and 
became during the Captivity the great body of the inhabitants ; 
extending themselves also over the surroundiug country, they gave to 
their new territories the old name, until at ler^gth Galilee became one 
of the largest provinces of Palestine. In the Maccabasan period, 
Galilee contained only a few Jews, living in the midst of a large 
heathen population. (1 Mace. v. 20-28.) 

The name Galilee was applied to the whole northern section of 
Falestinei including the ancient territories of Issachar, Zebulun, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



COMMENTABT ON ST. JOHN's GOSPEL. 8 

Asher, and Napihali. It was diyided into two sections, *' Lower " and . 
" Upper." Lower Galilee included the great plain of Esdraelon, with 
its offshoots, which ran down to the Jordan, and the Lake of Tiberias, 
and the whole of the hill-country adjoining it on the north, to 
the foot of the mountain range. It was one of the richest and most 
beautiful sections of Palestine. The chief towns of Lower Galilee 
were Tiberias, Tarichsea, at the southern end of the Sea of Galilee, 
and Sepphoris. The towns most celebrated in New Testament history 
are Nazareth, Cana, and Tiberias. 

Upper Galilee embraced the whole mountain range lying between 
the Upper Jordan and Phoenicia. To this region the name *^ Galilee 
of the Gentiles " is giyen in the Old and New Testament. (Isa. ix. 1 ; 
Matt. iv. 15.) 

Galilee was the scene of the greater part of our Lord's private 
life and public acts. His early years were spent at Nazareth : and 
when He entered on £Qs great work He made Capernaum His home, 
(Matt. iv. 13 ; ix. 1.) It is a remarkable fact that the first three 
Gospels are. chiefly taken up with our Saviour's ministrations in this 
province, while the Gospel of St. John dwells more upon these in 
Jadsea. The Apostles were all Galilseans by birth or residence. 
(Acts i. 11.) 

'' Galilee, always the garden of Syria, might become that ef the 
world. Everything grows here, from the Caspian walnut to the 
Egyptian palm ; while the hills of Judah are stem and bare,* and the 
meadows of Sharon burnt and dry. These wadies of Galilee are 
almost everywhere laughing with herbs and flowers. A forest ef oak 
clothes the sides of Mount Carmel ; cedar clumps nestle in the clefts 
of Mount Hermon ; myrtles enlarge into trees, and myriads of orange- 
blossoms throw their scent into the air. Every hill is a vineyard, 
every bottom a corn-field. The delta of the Nile is not more sunny ; 
the vega of Granada is not more picturesque ; the ghota of Damascus 
is not more green and bright. For here the fierce sun and .the 
refreshing rain come together, and water flows through Galilee not in. 
tanks and pools, but poured out royally towards the sea in streams." — 
Dixon's Holy Land, I., p. 187. 

n. Samaria. — This province took its name from the city of 
Samaria, the capital city of the kings of Israel. It included the tract of 
coontry originally occupied by the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh, west 
of the Jordan, and was enclosed by Lower Galilee on the north, and 
Jadsea on the south ; so that persons taking the direct route from 
JudaBa to Galilee must needs go through Samaria. (John iv. 4.) The 
chief places of this district, noticed in Scripture, are Samaria, Salem, 
Saron, Sichem, or Shechem, and Antipatris. 

IQ. JndSBa* — This was the most southern, and the most distin- 
guished district in Palestine, embracing the territories assigned to 
the tribes of Judah, Benjamin, Simeon, and part of the tribe of Dan ; 
being nearly co-extensive with the ancient kingdom of Judah. Its 

B 2 
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metropolis was Jerasalem. Its general breadth was from the Jordan 
to Joppa. 

It was made a portion of the Roman province of Syria npon the 
deposition of Archelans, the Tetrarch of JndsBa, a.d. 6, and was 
governed by a Procurator, who was subject to the Governor of Syria. 
During the whole time of our Saviour's ministry, Pontius Pilate was 
the Procurator of Judaea. He was appointed, a.d. 26, in the twelfth 
year of Tiberius CsDsar. 

<< The Mountains of Jndsea. — Their features are not those of 
a regular mountain chain like Lebanon ; but rather a cluster of rounded 
rocf^ hills, sloping down into dry tortuous valleys. They are scantily 
clothed with greyish and brown shrubs, intermixed with aromatic 
plants and gay flowers ; they are encircled besides by concentric rings 
of white rock, and studded with huge cairns of white stones, which 
give them a desolate and sometimes even forbidding aspect. Here and 
there we meet with deep picturesque glens where the winter-torrent 
beds are bordered with belts of olives, and the steep banks above glisten 
with the foliage of the prickly oak. Such are the fep,tures of the 
western declivities and broad summits of the JudsBan hills ; but the 
eastern slopes are wilder and far more desolate. From the top of 
Olivet or the Frank Mountain, the eye wanders over a wilderness of 
white hills, jagged cliffs, and yawning chasms, without tree, or shrab, 
or green grass tuft, until at length it rests on the leaden waters of 
the Dead Sea, lying in their deep mysterious bed, far away below. 

'* A superficial observer from some western land of sunshine and 
showers may wonder at it, and write of the barrenness of Southern 
Palestine ; and with semi-sceptical surprise ask, ' Is this that Land of 
Promise which flowed with milk and honey ? ' It may be well to remind 
such an one of the power of a Syrian sun, of the character of an eastern 
clime, and of the effect of centuries of neglect and desolation. The 
destruction of the woods which once covered the mountains, and the 
loss of the ¥^etation consequent on the want of tillage, have entailed 
upon the whole country a greater degree of drought than in early 
times ; and then again, the neglect of the terraces that supported the 
soil on the hiU-sides, has given full play to the winter rains, leaving 
tracts of naked roek where belts of com once flourished, and vines 
spread out their long branches. To see what the hills of JudsBa might 
be under proper care and culture, one has only to look at the western 
slopes of Lebanon. There is another proof of the ancient fertility and 
great resources of the country which no accurate observer can overlook 
— ^the vast number of ruined towns and villages which everywhere stud 
the landscape. In JudsBa we may wander for miles and miles without 
seeing a vestige of present habitation, save the little goat-pen on the 
hill-side, and the flocks round the fountains ; but there is scarcely a 
fountain where fragments of walls and scattered heaps of stones do 
not indicate the sites of former dwellings." — Handbook of Palestine^ 
p. 175. 
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INTRODUCTOEY NOTE TO CHAPTER I. 



Jemsaleini as being the place which God had chosen in which to 
record His Name, was the chief city in Palestine. On the revolt of 
the ten tribes it became the capital of the Kingdom of Jadah. Its 
ancient name was probably Jebnsi, or Jebns, after the name of its 
occupiers, the Jebusites. (Joshua xv. 8 ; Judges xix. 10.) Jerusalem 
is thirty-two miles distant from the sea, and eighteen miles from the 
Jordan ; twenty from Hebron, and thirty-six from Samaria. One of 
the earHest notices of it is that the Children of Jadah fought against 
Jerusalem and took it ; (Judges i. 8 ;) and almost the last notice of it 
in the New Testament is contained in the solemn warning, in which 
our Saviour foretold that Jerusalem should be compassed with armies, 
(Luke xxi. 20,) and the abomination of desolation standing in the 
Holy Place. (Matt. xxiv. 15.) In the fifteen centuries that elapsed 
between these two points, Jerusalem was besieged no fewer than 
seventeen times ; twice it was ra^ed to the ground, and on two other 
occasions its walls were levelled. 

Judah and Simeon captured only the lower city ; the upper city 
remained in the hands of the Jebusites until David took it, about 
1046 B.C. (1 Chron. xi. 4-7.) It remained the capital of the Kingdom 
of Judah until it was captured and sacked by Nebuchadnezzar, 586 b.o.^ 
and its inhabitants carried in captivity to Babylon. The decree of 
Cyrus, King of Persia, authorising the rebuilding of the Temple was 
issued 536 B.C. On this an immense number of the Jews returned to 
Jerusalem ; the Temple and the walls of the ciiy were rebuilt. 

After centuries of misrule and misery, JudsBa was reduced to a 
Boman province^ the procurator of which did not reside at Jerusalem, 
but at CsDsarea on the coast, a.d. 6. In a.d. 26, Pontius Pilate was 
made Procurator of Judaea. After the Crucifixion of our Saviour 
Jerusalem was captured and burnt by Titus, a.d. 70. Hadrian, 
A.D. 135, endeavoured to obliterate the very existence of Jerusalem as 
a city. The ruins which Titus had left were razed to the ground, and 
the plough passed over the foundations of the Temple. Its name was 
changed to CEUa Capitolina, and for many years the Jews were for- 
bidden to enter it on pain of death. In process of time its very name 
Was forgotten. 

The Empress Helena, mother of Constantine the Great, visited 
Palestine, a.d. 826, and erected magnificent churches at Bethlehem 
Vid on the Mount of Olives. In the reign of Julian the Apostato 
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(a.d. 362) an unsaccessfol attempt was made to lay the foundations of 
a temple. The work, as it is said, was interrupted by supernatural 
agencies, balls of fire from time to time bursting from the foundations. 
In the fourth and fifth centuries Jerusalem became the centre of 
attraction for Christian pilgrims. It was captured by Khalif Omar, 
A.D. 637 ; by the Crusaders, 15th July, 1099 ; in 1187 by Saladin. 
After various fortunes Jerusalem was restored to the Sultan, 
A.D. 1840. — Williams' Holy City; Gibbon's Decline, ch. xxiii; 
Smith's Bib. Diet. 

The following are a few of its principal features : — " Jerusalem is 
emphatically a mountain city. The Bible teems with allusion to this 
peculiarity in its situation. Built on the very backbone of the countiy, 
the summit of that long ridge which traverses Palestine from north 
to south, and only approached by wild mountain roads, the position 
of the city was one of great natural strength, and this gave the 
inhabitants that feeling of security from hostile attack which seems to 
be implied by the Psalmist in the well-known verse, " As the moun- 
tains are round about Jerusalem, so is the Lord round about His 
people." (Ps. cxxv. 2.) The modem city stands, as the ancient one 
did before it, on the southern extremity of a spur, or plateau, enclosed 
by two ravines, which bear the famiUar names of Eedron and Hinnom. 
The ravines rise at the watershed within a short distance of each 
other, at an altitude of 2650 feet above the Mediterranean; the 
easternmost, the Valley of Eedron, or Jehoshaphat, runs eastwajd for 
a mile and a half, and then makes a sharp bend to the south ; the 
westernmost, the Valley of Hinnom, after following a direction nearly 
south for one mile and a quarter, turns to the east, and passing through 
a deep gorge, joins the Eedron at Bir Eyul, a deep well south of the 
city. Both ravines are at first mere depressions of the ground ; but 
after the change in their respective courses they fall more rapidly, and 
at Bir Eyul are 670 feet below the original starting-point. A third 
ravine, the TyropoBon — ^Valley of the Cheesemongers, or perhaps 
Tyrians, — ^rises well up in tjie plateau, and after passing through the 
city and dividing it into two unequal halves, joins the Kedron at 
Siloam. On the eastern spur, Mount Moriah, once stood the temples 
of Solomon, Zerubbabel, and Herod ; and on the western, which is 
120 feet higher than Mount Moriah, were situated the Palace of Herod, 
the three great towers of Hippicus, Phaselus, and Mariamne, and the 
upper city of Josephus." — Recovery of Jerusalem, p. 6. 

" The plateau on which the city stands slopes uniformly to the 
south-east, and contains about 1000 acres ; it is of tertiary limestone, 
and the upper beds provide an extremely hard, compact stone, called 
by the Arabs " Mezzeh ;" while the lower, in which most of the 
ancient tombs and cisterns have been cut, consists of a soft, white 
stone, called Melekeh." — Recovery of Jerusalem, p. 8. 

'^ Jerusalem, in a sense the metropolis of the world, has still many 
hooks not even visited by men who can use their eyes and their pens. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



COHHENTABT ON ST. JOHN's GOSPEL. 7 

and yet all that is left of that city would easily be contained in Hyde 
Park" — ^MacGregor's Jordan, p. 202. 

'' Jerasalem is snrrounded by walls, high and imposing in appearance, 
bnt far from strong. . . . They were erected as they now stand by 
Saltan Suleiman, in the year 1542, and they appear to occupy the site 
of the walls of the Middle Ages, from the ruins of which they are 
mostly constructed. The circuit of the walls is 4326 yards, or nearly 
two and an eighth geographical miles. The form of the city is 
irregular, the walls having many projections and indentations."—* 
Handbook to Palestine, p. 76. 
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St. John's Gospel may be conyeniently divided into four parts : — 

I. The Acts of Jesus before His solemn manifestation, while John 
was still baptizing, including chapters i., ii., iii., iv. — First 
Passover of his Ministry, (ii. 13.) 

11. His Acts in Judaea. — Second Passover, (v. 1.) 

in. His Acts in Galilee and Judaea, including chapters vi, vii., viii. 
ix., X., xi. — Third Passover, (vi. 4.) 

rV. His Passion in Jerusalem during the week of the Fourth Pass- 
over, His Besurrection, etc;, including xii.-xxL 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN. 

[S.Y. After John. A. The Gospel after, or aooording to John.] 



I. 

Thb Acts of Jesus bdpore His Solemn Manifestation of Hdcself 
WHILE John was still Bap:^izing, including Chapters I. 11. 
in. IV. FiBST Passoveb of His Ministry. (II. 13.) 



CHAPTER I. 

1 The Divinity, Humanity , and Office of Jesus Christ ; 16 The tes- 
timony of John ; 39 The calling oj Andrew, Peter, dc. 

The Incarnation may justly be called the basis of the Christian religion. 
A flaw here would bring down the whole superstructure. Even an 
error in apprehending it would materially affect a man's whole moral 
system. Hence St. John in his writings endeayours, first of all, and 
aboTe all, to establish this fact, and to correct the various false views 
which were growing up around him. He had already done this in his 
Epistles, and he pursues the same course in the opening verses of his 
Gospel. 

The Incarnation, the fact itsetf, and the way in which it was to be 
understood, was the first battle-field in the early Church. In St. John's 
own day, Anti*Chiists, men who either denied the truth and reality of 
the Incarnation, or who explained it away, had already begun to give 
the Church cause for trouble and anxiety. 

It is not with Jesus Christ as it is with mere man. Our existence 
dates from our conception, or at leasi, from our birth. He did not 
begin to exist for the first time when He was bom of the Blessed 
Virgin. He had been from all eternity. In order that there might be 
no possibility of mistake on this head, the Evangelist, before he relates 
the birth of Jesus Christ, proceeds to state His EtemiEd Generation : 
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1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God.^ 

2 The same was in the beginning with God. 

The Word, the Second Person in the Godhead, was in the begin- 
ning, before all time, before all creation. 

It is plain that in the first verse the word God is nsed essentially, 
of the Godhead, and personally in the second verse, of God the Father. 
It is probable that the Evangelist quotes the words ''In the begin- 
ning ** from the first chapter of Genesis, and uses them in the same 
sense in which they are used there, namely, in the beginning of the 
Creation. He does not by these words assign any date or limit to the 
existence of the Word, but simply states that He was in, or at the 
beginning of the Creation. The natural inference from this is that 
He, who was at the beginning of the Creation, before all time, was, as 
we with our finite capacities express it, from everlasting, from all 
eternity. 

The threefold form in which this is declared : the Word was with 
God — the Word was God — the same was in the beginning with 
God — expresses (1) That the Word is a distinct Person from the 
Father. (2) That He is One with the Father — of the same nature as 
the Father. (3) That He is from all eternity. Being with the Father 
He is a different Person from the Father ; being God, He is co-equal 
with the Father. Such is the relation of the Word to God. He is 



1 "The Word, not pronotmced, but 
substantial, not the yoioe of an articulate 
speech, but the begotten substance of the 
Divine efficacy. 

** From the places of the Old Testament, 
vhere the Son of God is called tbe Word, 
it became most familiar and ordinary 
among the Jews to use this title per- 
sonaUy for Him. And this may be a 
second reason deduced from that that 
W8S named before, why the Evangelist 
here useth it, namely, as a name most 
familiarly and commonly known among 
His own people. Examples hereof might . 
be aUeged out of the Chaloee Paraphraist, 
even by hundreds. It will suffice to 
aUege some few : Gen. xxviii. 20, 21, * If 
the Word of the Lord be my help,* and, 
* The Word of the Lord shall be my God ; * 
Ezod. xix. 17, * Moses brought forth the 
people to meet the Word of the Lord ; ' 
Isa. i. 14, *Tour appointed feasts My 
Word abominateth ; * and verse 16, *Put 
away the evil of your doings from before 
My Word ; » and chap. xlv. 2, • My Word 
shaU go before thee,' etc. etc.; and in 
hundreds of other places. And so like- 



wise in some of the writings of the Tal- 
mudists, and Philo Judsus, in lib. * De 
Mundi Opifioio,* ezplaineth this title.*' — 
Lightfoot, i. 892 and 898. 

The Word was God (Bths iy d x^r.) 
— " With respect to ©«bj, there is, I be- 
lieve, no instance in the New Testament, 
though the word occurs more than thir- 
teen hundred times, in which it does not 
conform to that law of Regimen which 
forbids an anarthous appellative to be 
governed by one having the article pre- 
fixed , and hence such a phrase as 6 tios 
Btov is not to be found. In some other 
respects also its follows the common rule 
of appellatives, «.^., in rejecting the 
article where it (Bths) is the Predicate of 
a proposition which aoes not reciprocate, 
as in John i., for as to Bths being some- 
times used in an inferior or qualified 
sense, there is not a single instance of 
such an use in the whole New Testament. 
B(hs is God, or a God, either true or false, 
real or imaginary ; but never superior or 
inferior,^* — Middleton on Greek ArtieUf 
p. 206 ; see also, p. 240. 

See note on verse 28. 
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Himself God, He is from all eternity^ He is of the same mbtnre as the 
Father. His relation to created things is contained in the following 
Terse : — 

3 All things were made by Him ; and without HiTp was 
not anything made (that was made).^ 

(Alf. That hath been made.) 

The Word was the Creator of all things. All things were made hy 
Him : hnt not by Him as a mere instrament ; bnt by TTiwi as a 
willing, intelligent co-operator in the work of Creation. 

As the Creator, the Word is the author of all natnral life. He is 
also the author of aU moral life. 

4 [In Him was life]: and the life was the light of 
men. 

[S. In Him is life.]* 

5 And the light shineth (in darkness) : and the dark- 
ness comprehended it not. 

(Alf, In the darknesB.) 

Moral darkness, the darkness of the soul, is indicated by ignorance 
of God, by sin, vice, wickedness. In like manner, the tokens of light 
in the soul are fear of Qod, holiness, virtue, goo^ess. Whatever of 
these existed in the world before the Incarnation, the power to perform 
them was derived from the Word. 

The way in which He diffused the knowledge of God and of right 
and wrong among men before His coming, was by reason, by manifest 
indications of God and of His goodness in the works of creation, and 
by conscience. By these, in many and various ways in the individual 
and in the nation, the preparation of the world for greater blessings 



1 Without Him was not anything life,' etc., a reading oonceiyed to have 
made that was made. " Some end the been need by the Manichees, whereby to 
sentence here, and some but begin it, and prove duo principia, a good and a bad. 
some neither, but Ining it a step farther. ** Ignatius Martyr, Epist. ad Antiooh, 
Some point thus, * All things were made Tatianue^ in Harmon, Chrysostom, in loo., 
by Him, and without Him was nothing and others of the ancients, and the Arabic, 
made. That which was made in Him Syriac, Italian, Spanish, French, Dutch 
was life.* A reading which Chrysostom read as we do ; and so the veiy sense 
(Hom. 5 in John) saith was used by of the place requireth to read." — Light- 
heretics, whereby to prove the Holy Ghost foot, i. 392 and 394. 

to be a ereature Others read it * In Him was Life. — ^v is the reading 

thos : * All things were made by Him, of all the MSS. in the world, except the 

and without Him was nothing made Sinaitic and Codex Bezsa. — Burgon On the 

which was made by Him.' And then last Twelve Venee of St, Mark, p. 110. 
th^ begin a new sentence: *He was 
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when the fuhiess of time should come, was constantly going on.^ In 
addition to these, His chosen people, Israel, had a special teaching ; 
by direct revelation from Himself, by the Law of Moses moral and 
ceremonial, and by His servants the prophets. 

Notwithstanding all this, men loved darkness rather than light; 
they lived lives of sin rather than of holiness. The light shinetii in 
the darkness, and the darkness did not receive nor understand it. In 
the Epistle to the Romans (chapter i.) St. Paul draws a fearful 
picture of the state of the heathen world before the Incarnation — of its 
ignorance and depravity.* 

In verses 4th and 5th, the word " light " ia used virtually of Christ, 
for the light that was diffused from Him, the light that was in Him ; 
iQ the 7th and following verses it is used personally of Christ, Who is 
Himself the Light. 

There is a di£ference between a light and the true Light ; between 
a light that shineth among men, and the Light which is the source and 
fount of light to all other lights. John Baptist was a shining light 
among men ; but the Word was the true Light, the source from which 
John and all other saintly men derived their power to give light to 
others. John, by his holy, self-denying life, and by his fearless reproof 
of the sins of all around him, was so far raised above the men of 
that time, that they mistook him for the true Light. Holy as he 
was, he was not the true Light. His mission was to bear witness 
to the true Light, that through his testimony men might be in- 
duced to believe that He, Whom they knew as the son of Joseph 
and Mary, was the true Light, the Word, the Second Person in the 
Godhead. 

6 There was. a man sent from God whose name was 
John. 



1 Preparation for the Advent. — " The Jewish records exhibit to us the link be- 
history of the race of Adam before the tween maVi and the other world in the 
Advent is the history of a long and varied, earliest times, the poems of Homer show 
but incessant preparation for the Advent, us the being, of whom God was pleased to 
It is commonly perceived that Greece be thus mindful, in the free unsuspecting 
contributed a language and an intellectual play of his actual nature. The patriarchad 
discipline, Bome a political organization, and Jewish dispensations created and bus- 
to the apparatus which was put in readi- tained, through Di^ne interposition, a 
ness to assist the propagation of the Gor- state of things essentially special and ex- 
pel ; and that each of these, in its kind, ceptional ; but here, first we see our kind 
was tiie most perfect that the world had set to work out for itself, under the lights 
profluced.*' — Qladstone's Juventus Mtmdit which common life and experience sup- 
p. 374. plied, the deep problem of his destiny. 

B Maa^s Downward Course. — The Nor is there, perhaps, any more solemn 

poems of Homer never can be put in or melancholy lesson than that which is 

competition with the sacred writings of to be learned from its contintud downward 

the Old Testament as regards the one course, — Gladstone's StudieM on Homer, 

invaluable code of Truth and Hope that i. p. 7. 
was contained in them. But while the 
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7 The same came (for a witaiess) to bear witness of the 
Light, that all men through Him might believe. 

(All, ForwitnesB.) 

8 He was not (that Light), but (was sent) to bear 
witness of (that Light.) 

(Alf. The Light— came— the Light.) 

9 (That was the true Light which hghteth every man 
that Cometh) into the world.^ 

(Alf. The trne Light whioh lighteneth every man came.) 

Bj reason, by the works of creation, and by conscience men failed 
to recognise, and to pay the honour, which was dae to God. Even 
when (iod came and dwelt among men, how few believed in Him, not 
to say, how few of those who were His own by creation, how few of 
those who were His own peculiar people ! So far were they from 
worshipping Him as God, that they put Him to death, the death 
which they themselves deemed accursed. The Romans were merely 
the instruments in His death ; the Jews were His accusers and the 
authors of His crucifixion. Of His twelve Apostles, of His seventy 
disciples, whom He had sent to teach and to work miracles, all forsook 
Him and fled. 

10 He was in the world, and the world [was made by 
Him,] and the world knew Him not.* 

[S.* Was made becanse of Him.] 

11 He came unto (His own) and {His own) received 
Him not.' 

(Alf. His own poBBesBioiiB — ^His own people.) 

1 ** This verse may be either read, lowed that of K6<riio5 as the Bom total of 

* which coming into the world, lighteth the men living in the world (John i. 29, 

every man,' or as onr English hath it ; iv. 42 ; 2 Cor. v. 19), and then upon this, 

which latter is approved the true. 1. By and ethically, those not of the iKKKnivia^ 

the very place where th^ word coming^ or the alienated from the life of God (John 

ipx6fifyoy lieth, for it followeth not inmie- i. 10 ; 1 Cor. i. 20, 21 ; James iv. 4 ; 

ddately the word *vs, but aydptgwoy^ and 1 John iii. 13.) — ^Archbishop Trench on 

so being joined with it, reason and the the Synonynu of the New Test, p. 206. 
CQstom of grammar tell that it should be ' Received. — *' In verse 11 it is rapl- 

construed with it. 2. It is ordinary Xo^ok, in verse 12 it is l^K^ovj which 

among the Jews to call men by this peri- though they signify the same thing, yet 

phrasis, * such as come into the world,' might some distinction of sense be ob- 

which idiom of the Hebrews the Evan- served in the distinction of words. For 

gelist followeth here. The Syriac readeth Christ came among the Jews bodily, yet 

as we do." — Lightfoot, i. 392. they would not so much as receive Him 

s The World. From the signification bodily, nor acknowledge Him for Messias 

of Kiff/Aos as the material world, which at all ; but coming among the Gentilea 

is not uncommon in Scripture, (Matt, by His Word and Spirit, they received 

xiuL 39 ; John xxi. 26 ; Bom. i. 20,) fol- Him spiritually."— Lightfoot, i. p. 393. 
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God came unto mankiiid through the Economy of the Licamatioit. 
The Jewish nation was " His own," by choice (Deut. 7ii. 6) : by 
purchase (Exod. xix, 4, 5^ : by covenant (Dent, xxvi, 18) : and by 
kindred (Heb. ii- 16.) 

To the few who did receive Him He gave the privilege of becoming 
sons of God. He Himself, the Word, was the Son of God by Eternal 
Generation ; they were to become sons of God by birth. Bat this 
birth was not, like their human birth, by the will of man, by the will 
of their parents, but by the will of God. Their human or natural 
birth had taken place independently of themselves. A condition was 
required prior to this birth ; namely, they must believe in the Son of 
God the Word, who had come into the world. 

12 But as many as received Him, to them gave He 
(power) to become (the sons of God), even to them that 
believe (on) His Name.* 

(Margin, the right or priTilege.) 
(Alf. Children of God— in.) 

13 [Which were born], not of blood, nor of the will of 
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.* 

[Y.* A. Which were made.] 

By three separate forms of expression the Evangelist shows that 
the privilege of becoming sons of God was not an inheritance, to which 
they succeeded as a matter of course, because they were sons of Adam, 
but that it was a supernatural gift, over and above their natural 
endowments, and that it was given to whom He would and in the way 
in which He would. (1.) " Not of blood ;" it was not a birthright, nor 
in any way connected with natural descent. Their descent from 
Abraham, on which they prided themselves so much, could not give 
them this privilege of becoming sons of God; (2) "Nor of the will 
of the flesh ; ** (3) " Nor of the will of man." It could not be acquired 
by any power inherent either in the body or in the mind of man. 

This birth is by the will, by the operation, of God. The effect of 
this birth on the soul cannot, Uke the natural birth, be recognised by 



^ On His Name.—** That is, in or on modem langnages, are nsed only in the 
Him. For the Name of God in Scripture singular, are in Greek autiiorg and the 
doth often stand for God Himself, as Ps. New Testament employed, for the most 
Ixxvi ; Mioah yi. 9 ; Acts iii. 16, etc. * For part in the plural. This is owing to their 
God is without any mixture or oomposi- having, from a general, or Grecian, or 
tion, hut a most pure and simple eseence. Biblical point of view, a manifold or 
and therefore His Name and Himself are oomprehensive signification. 
not two several things, as they be in the " Of the plural &tfiara, as source of de- 
creatures, but one and the same.* — B. scent, a direct parallel occurs only in 
MenahemonExod. 60."— Lightfooti.396. Eurip. *Ion' 693, in the poetic style." 

• Of blood, literally of bloods (^| kifid- —Winer's Grammar of New Tt9tamen!t^ 

rw), " Not a few nouns, which, in most p. 189. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OOMMENTABY ON ST. JOHN'S GOSPEL. 15 

the senses. But nevertheless this birth is no fiction, no accommodation 
oflangaage. It is more real than the natural birth, more lasting, 
more important to the sool^ as much more so as ihe wUl of God 
excels the will of man. 

This birth of man by the will of God is a great mystery. But the 
Birth of God of a woman is a greater, a more wonderful mystery even 
than this. 

14 And the Word (was made) Flesh, and dwelt among 
us, and we beheld His glory, (the glory) as of the only 
begotten (of the Father) full of grace and truth.^ 

(Alf. Became — gloiy— from the Father.) 

The Incarnation is revealed to us by Holy Scripture, and it must 
be explained consistently with the language of Scripture. This is no 
subject for unbeUeving, speculative reason to define. The teaching of 
the Catholic Church, directed by the Holy Spirit, and limited by the 
language of Scripture and by the analogy of the faith, is to the follow- 
ing effect : 

" The Word was made Flesh," not in the sense in which water is 
made wine by being mixed with it ; not in the sense in which food is 
made flesh by being taken into it and assimilated to it ; not in the 
sense in which gold is made into a statue by the skilful hands of the 
workman, but rather in the way in which the soul and body being 
mdted together make one man. 

The texpi '^ flesh " is here used for the whole man. It is used in 
this sense in many places in Holy Scripture. The following are 
instances : '' By the deeds of the Law there shall no flesh be justified 
in His sight." (Rom. iii. 20.) "Except that the Lord had shortened 
those days, no flesh should be saved." (Mark xiii. 20.) " That no 
flesh should glory in His presence." (1 Cor. i. 29.) 

By this union the nature of God was not changed into man, nor 
the nature of man into God. Each remained perfect, with its own 
power, its own weakness, so to speak, its own will. The union was in 
the Person. God and Man became One Person, Christ Jesus. In the 
One Person there were two natures, two wills. 

"And dwelt among us." Of old God had dwelt among His 
chosen people Israel, and had given visible tokens of His presence 
among tiiem in the Tabernacle, and in the Temple. For thirty-three 
years the Word made Flesh sojourns or tabernacles among men. His 
gloiy as of the only begotten of the Father, though veiled by His 

^ The gloxy as of, etc., (96^ay &s vera^ though, if we regard the sense, 

ftoroyfyovs rrapbi irarp^s). ** The meaning this notion is implied in the comparison 

is Bimply, as of the only hegotten, etc. {eaxictly as^ i.e. the true^ perfect ^ory of 

£ven in this instance the particle, of the Son of Qod, etc.)." — Winer*8 Qrammar 

itself, does not indicate what exiBts re of New Tfgtoment, p. 689. 
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Haman nature, He manifests among them, in His Life, in His 
miracles, in His Transfiguration on the Mount, in His glorious Be&ar- 
rection and Ascension. 

By the term '' us," the Evangelist probably means himself and the 
rest of the disciples, who had been His intimate companions^ and had 
witnessed His daily life and miracles, and who could most truly say, 
" We beheld His glory." 

As one of the three who had been chosen to behold BKs glory in 
the Transfiguration, St. John may make special ref^ence to that event. 
St. Peter had already said : " We have not followed cunningly devised 
fables, when we maJ^e known unto you the power and coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, but were eye-witnesses of His majesty. For He 
received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such 
a voice to Him from the excellent glory. This is My Beloved Son, 
in Whom I am well pleased. And this voice which came from heaven 
we heard, when we were with Him in the holy mount.*^ (2 Peter i. 16.) 
St. John here adds his testimony to this fact : '' We beheld His glory, 
the glory as of the only-begotten of the Father." 

There could be no question that the Word, the Second Person in 
the Godhead, was full of grace and truth. Though the Divine nature 
was veiled from the eyes of men by the Incarnation, It was not thereby 
diminished, or affected. The Word made Flesh, God Incarnate, was 
full of grace and truth. " In Him dwelleth all the fulness of the God- 
head bodily." (Coloss. ii. 9.) 

The Evangelist supports his own testimony by that of John the 
Baptist. Even before Jesus had begun His ministerial life the Baptist 
had spoken of Him to his disciples, and when He did come, he cried, 
saying, This was He of whom I spake. 

In verse 15 the Baptist when speaking of Jesus, said : ** This was 
He " (o&ro9 fjv) ; and in verse 27 and 30, he said, *' This is He •' 
{pvTo^ iari). Some have explained this difference of tense in this 
way : When John delivered his first testimony and said : " This was 
He," it was immediately after Jesus had been baptized, and when the 
Spirit, in some manner visible to the bystanders had caught Him up 
from the very midst of the company and carried Him to the wilder- 
- ness. It was on this, when Jesus had been just carried out of their 
sight, that John exclaimed to the people who stood there: '' This was 
He, of whom I spake." On the other two occasions when John said, 
*' This is He," Jesus Himself was present. 

15 John (bare witness)^ of Him, (and cried,) [saying, 

^ John beareth witness and orled restrained to this or that partionlar, yocal 
(/Aoprvpct ffol KfKftaye). — ** The word fiap- and verbal testimoDy that John gave of 
Tvpct of the present tense is properly to Christ, nor even to all the vooal testi- 
be understood of John^s whole ministry, monies that he gave of Christ, bat to be 
function, and office, as verse 7 explaineth dilated to John's whole Qourse and minis- 
it, He came for a witness ; not to be try that he beareth witness to Christ, in 
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This was He of Whom (I spake.) He that cometh after 
me (is preferred) before me] : (for) He was before me. 

[8. Omits, saying : 8.* This was He who cometh after me. Who is preferred 
before me.] 

(Alf. fieareth witness — and orieth— I said— taketh plaee — ^because.) 

Jesus came after the Baptist. His Conception was annonnced to 
the Blessed Virgin Mary six months after Elizabeth had conceived 
John. His Birw was after John's. He began His Ministry after 
John. Bnt He was preferred before him. He was placed before him in 
hononr, in dignity, and glory, because He was before him. He was 
God, while John was a mere man ; He was from all eternity, while 
John Baptist began his existence with his birth of Elizabeth. 

After he had introduced the testimony of John the Baptist the 
Eyangelist resumes the subject of His fulness. 

16 [And of His fubiess] have all we received, and grace 
for grace.^ 

[S. V. Because of His fcdness.] 

(Alf. And out of His fulness all we reoeiTed.) 

Many explanations have been offered of the words ''grace for 
grace," (%apt9 avrl x^P^'^^)' I^ i^&7 ^ ^^ ^^ intended to say, 
that through Jesus we receive continual accessions of grace; that 
where one grace is improved, another is given. The Evangelist may 



that God raised up saoh an one to be his 
forenmner. And the word K^Kpuyt, in 
the prater tense is to be applied to the 
particular testimony that John gave of 
Christ in that his ministiy ; so that the 
former word referreth to John's person, 
and his whole function, and the latter 
only to the manner of his executing of 
one particular of that fanction."^Light- 
foot, i. 617. 

"Is preferred before me. — iiiirpoiTBh 
luv y^vcy, which the Vulgar Latin hath 
dangerously translated, ante me faettu 
e<(, He was made before me : and accord- 
ingly the Arians in ancient time made 
me of this phrase in this sense, against 
the eternity of the Son. Whereas the 
word ipatpoa^fv (as Beza well observeth 
it) in the New Testament, doth con- 
stantly refer to place, and not to time, as 
^ki. 2; Matt. xvii. 2; Luke xii. 8; 
and xiz. 27, 28, and diyers other places, 
and therefore our English hath well ex- 
preaaed it with an intimation of such a 
^^g. is preferred before me. For 
Ija^oa^h ftov and rp&rhs ftovt in this 



speech of the Baptist, must needs have a 
distinct and different sense, because the 
word 5ri between them doth show that 
the one is made the reason of the other; 
He was before me in place and pre- 
eminence, because He was before me in 
time and being. Now the word ytyoyt 
which seemeth to refer to the time past, 
(and which hath occasioned tlfjtwpo<rB€P by 
some to be understood concerning priori^ 
of time} is to be construed in such a 
construction, as the word fyc^^tfc is in 
Matt. xxi. 42, and ^ci^/ic voi. Acts iy. 
11, words not of the present tense, and 
yet necessarily to be rendered in the 
present time, is become the head of the 
oomer."— Lightfoot, i. 618. 

^ Qfaoe for grace (xap<^ oyrl xc^t^of), 
iunl **has here a peculiar signification, 
which, howeyer, is easily traced to its 
primary import : — grace over-€igain$t, in 
equal measure with grace ; a subsequent 
portion of grace in the place of that which 
preceded, — and thus grace uninterrupted, 
unceasingly renewed." — Winer's Qrammar 
of New Testament^ p. 883. 
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also mean that the grace, which we receive through the Word made 
Flesh, corresponds with His fuhiess of grace ; that as He is the Son 
of God, so He gave them also, who believed in Him, power to become 
sons of God ; He by Eternal Generation, they by the birth which he 
has just described. 

He next compares the old system under which the Jews had been 
trained, " the Law," with the new system, " the Kingdom of Heaven." 
Moses, by God's direction, had inaugurated a system of special prepa- 
ration for the Incarnation by positive commands, and by ceremonial 
acts, of which the chief force lay in their being types and shadows of 
something to come : all comprehended under the term ** the Law." 
But this system, as being prophetic of the Incarnation, was in itself 
imperfect, and could only be completed by the coming of God in the 
Flesh. Jesus was God in the Flesh, He was the Word made Flesh. 

Moses had, it is true, given them '' the Law," but he could not 
give them grace or power to keep the Law. Moses gave men the 
knowledge of what was right ; Jesus Christ, as being God, could alone 
give them the power to do it. 

17 (For) the Law was given (by Moses), (but) grace 
and truth came (by) Jesus [Christ.] ^ 

[S. Omits Ohrist.] 

(Alf. Becanse — through Moses — omits, bnt — ^through.) 

Jesus Christ alone could give them grace to become sons of God. 
He alone could give them remission of their sins, peace with God, and 
power to fulfil the Law. 

The temporal blessings, and the temporal punishments, which 
Moses promised them, on their keeping or on their neglecting the Law, 

1 Truth.— When it is said, the Law was as it did ndt nourish np unto eternal life 
given by Moses, but grace and truth came those that ate it. (John vi. 49.) He is 
by Jesus Christ (John i. 17), it is plain ii itfiirt\os ^ iLXjidiy^ (John xy. 1), not 
that the antithesis cannot be between the thereby denying that Israel also was God*8 
£alse and the true, but only between the im- vine, which we know it was (Ps. Uxx. 8 ; 
perfect and the periect, the shadowy and Jer. ii. 21), but affirming that none except 
the substantial. So, too, the Eternal Word Himself realized this name, and aU which 
is declared to be t^ d>ws rh iL\rieiy6y (John this name implied, to the fuU. (Hos. x. 1 ; 
i. 9), not denying thereby that the Bap- Deut. xxxii. 32.) It would be easy to 
tist was also *' a burning and a shining foUow this up further ; but these exam- 
light" (John v. 35), or that the faithful are pies, which the thoughtful student wUl 
"lights in the world" (Phil. ii. 15 ; Matt, obserre are drawn chiefly from St John, 
y. 14) ; but only claiming for a greater may suffice. The fact, that in his writings 
than all to be ** the Light which lighteth the word iiX-nBiySs is used two and twenty 
every man that cometh into the world." times as against five times in all the rest 
Ohrist declares Himself 6 ttpros 6 iL\7i6iyhs of the New Testament, is one which he 

gohn vi. 32), not that the bread which will scarcely dismiss as accidental. See 

OSes gave was not also *' bread of also note on III. 18. — Archbishop Trench 

heaven" (Ps. cv. 40), but it was such only on Synonyms of New Testament, p. 25. 

in a secondary inferior degree : it was See also note on Y. 85. 
not food in the highest sense, inasmueh 
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were bat shadows of those which Jesus annoiinced. Prosperity in this 
life was but a shadow of the life everlasting. Punishment in this 
world was but a foreshadowing of everlasting punishment with the 
devil and his angels. The rites, the ceremonies, the sacrifices under 
the Law were not perfect in themselves. They all foreshadowed One 
to come. One from Whom they derived whatever significance, what^ 
ever efficacy, they possessed. They all foreshadowed, and they were 
all fulfilled in, the Word made Flesh. 

The reason here given why Jesus declared the will and the know-* 
ledge of God perfectly, and why Moses did not, is that no one but He 
had seen God. The Patriarchs did not see God. They saw an angel 
or representative of God. No one had seen God but He Who was 
the Word, Who was One with God, of the same nature, and Who 
shared the most intimate relation with God, that language can express. 
Neither had the Incarnation diminished His Oneness with the Father, 
The Word made Flesh is perfect God and perfect Man. 

18 No man hath seen God at any time : [the only 
begotten Son which is in the] bosom of the Father, (He 
hath declared Him).^ 

[S. V. The only begotten God which is (S. omits, which is) in the.] 
(Alf. He declared Him.) 

It is plain from the other EyaQgelists that St. John does not 
record all the testimonies which the Baptist bears to Jesus as the 
Christ. He probably selects the following* as the most public and 
official, as that given in direct answer to the authoritatiye inquiries of 
the Priests and Levites as to the nature of the office which John was 
sent to fill. 

19 And this is (the record) of John, when the Jews* 

^ The Only Begotten God. — The relate in Luke liu. 83: * It cannot be thai 

minate but weighty yariation es (t. e. Btos) a prophet perish out of Jemsalem,* be- 

ioi OS (i. e. vufs) is Bapported oy Ck)dd. cause a prophet oonld not be judged npozt 

Sumitic and Yatioan ; by the codex Eph- life and death in any place but there, 
nemi, in the Paris Library, (p. m.), by L. " This Court and Council sent these 

B3, the Peshito and margin of the Phi- messengers to John to make inquiry after 

loxenian, the Memphitio, Boman, ^thi- him, and after his authority ; and so ia 

opic, and a host of Fathers. — Scrivener's the word, the Jews^ to be understood in 

Collation of Sinaitic MS,., p. xlviii. See this verse, for the representative body of 

also his Introduction to Criticistns of the the Jews in the great Judicatory. And 

ifew Testament, p. 436. they sent Priests and Levites to examine 

* The Jews. — " The scrutiny and judg- him, as men of the greatest knowledge 

uig of a prophet belonged only to the and learning in the Law, and men of the 

Suihedrin or great Council at Jerusalem ; likeliest abilities to tiy him, and to dis- 

and 80 is the Talmudic tradition, in the pute and discourse with him according to 

treatiseSanhedrinPerek I.: "They judge that in Matt. ii. 7, 'The Priest's lips 

opt a tribe, nor a false prophet, nor the should keep knowledge, and they should 

liigh priest, but in the judicatory of Se- see the Law at his mouth.' " — ^Lightfoot^ 

venty and One ; And to this law and i. 621, 
practiee of theirs those words of Christ 

2 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



20 COMMENTABY ON ST. JOHN'S GOSPEL. 

sent Priests and Levites [from Jerusalem] to ask him, Who 
art thou ? 

[V. A. Unto him from Jenualem.] 
(Alf. The testimony.) 

There were many reasons to induce the priests and scribes to turn 
their eyes towards John the Baptist. By his priestly descent he was 
one of their own order. The miracle which had attended his birth 
would be well known in Jerusalem ; for it had happened when his 
father, Zacharias, was engaged in the public ministration of the 
seryice of the Temple. The sanctity of John's life, his baptism, 
the novelty of his preaching, of his dress and mode of living, and his 
success among the people, all combined to draw the attention of the 
authorities at Jerusalem to him. 

The signs of the times, too, were ominous of some great event. 
The sceptre had departed from Judah, and was now in the hands of 
Herod, the Edomite. The seventy weeks foretold by Daniel (ix. 24) 
for the coming of the Messiah were completed. As the national inter- 
preters of the Scriptures they would be well acquainted with all this. 
Their contempt for the claims of the carpenter's son, if rumours 
respecting Him had as yet reached them*, might lead them readily to 
acquiesce, in case John should declare himself the Messiah, the Christ. 
John's reply seems to indicate that their question was put in such a 
form as to require a direct answer whether he were the Christ or not ; 
and if not, as some think, to lead him to make such a claim. 

20 And he confessed, and denied not ; [but confessed] 
I am not the Christ. 

[S. Omits, bnt confessed.] 
(Alf. And he ooniessed.) 

21 [And they asked him], What then ? (Art thon 
Elias?) [And] he saith, I am not, [Art thou (that 
prophet ?) y- And he answered, No. 

[S. And they asked again ; S. omits And ; S. art tiion'a prophet ?] 

(Margin, a prophet.) 

(Alf. Art thon Elijah f— the prophet.) 

^ Art thou a Prophet > {6 irpo^^r h phet, which was neither Christ, nor Elias, 

<r^.) ** There is some question whether bnt some other pointed at and intended 

to read it in the force of Uie Article, or no; by that prediction. Dent, zyiii. 16, yid. 

there are some tiiat do read it so, and Cyril, and Chiys., Ssq, 

some that do not. The Syriao and the " I cannot but apprehend that their 

Vulgar Latin take no ootice of the Article Questioning of the Baptist in these words, 

at all, but read it as if it were without, 6 wpofiirrfs h <r^, is indefinitely meant, 

* Art thou a prophet ?' And so doth the Art tnou a prophet ? Not this or 

margin of our English Bible ; and others, that prophet, but art thou a prophet at 

^th our English text, do interpret the all? For prophecy had been long decayed 

words as speaking of some peculiar pro- amongst them, and when they saw one 
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22 (Then said they) unto him, Who art thou ? that 
we may give an answer to them that sent us. What 
sayest thou of thyseK ? 

(Alf. They said therefore.) 

23 He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilder- 
ness, Make straight the way o{ the Lord, as said (the 
prophet Esaias.) * 

(Alf. Isaiah the prophet.) 



appear now of so prophetical a character, 
as the Baptist was, and when he had re- 
solved them he was neither Christ nor 
Elias, their properest question then was, 
Art thon then any other prophet come 
after so long a time, as there have been 
no prophets among as ? And he answers, 
No ; that is, not in their sense, not a pro- 
phet of the same ministry with those in 
the Old Testament, bat of another na- 
ture, or not one of Uiose prophets o^ the 
Old Testament reviyed, as Matt. xvi. 14, 
bat a Minister foretold of by one of those 
prophets, as Xsa. xl. a. 

"The reason that I refuse the strict 
interpretation of this question. Art thou 
that prophet, as if they spake of some 
particular man, is partly because the 
article 6 is not always to be construed in 
each a strictness, as pointing out a parti- 
cular thing or person, but is very com- 
monly, nay, most commonly, of a more 
hrge and general signification. But 
chiefly because I find not in the Jewish 
writers any particular prophet mentioned, 
whom they expected to come as they did 
Christ and Ellas - and f oraught I find, they 
do not interpret mat place in Deut. xviii. 15 
of any such a partioulas person, but of 
the succession of prophets in general." 
&c — ^Lightfoot, i. 525. 

^ Voice, word. — ♦•i^ from 4><iai, ren- 
dered in our yersion ** yoice," (Matt. ii. 18,) 
*• sound,'' (John iii. 8,) *» noise,'* (Bey. yi. 
1,) is diftinguished from if^o^of , in that it 
is the cry o/ o living crecOurej being some- 
times ascribed to God, (Matt. iii. 17,) to 
men, (Matt. iii. 3,) to animals (Matt. xxyi. 
34,) and, tiiough improperly, to inanimate 
objects as weU, (1 Cor. xiy. 7,) as to the 
trumpet, (Matt. zxiy. 31,) the wind, (John 
iii. 8,) the thunder (Bey. yi. 1) . But \6yos, 
a word, saying, or rational utterance of 
the ydvti whe&er spoken or unspoken, 
being, as it is, the correlatiye of reason, 



can only be predicated of men, of angela, 
or of God. 

. . . The great theologians of the early 
Church — aboye all, Origen in the Greek, 
and Augustine in the Latin — loyed to 
transfer the antithesis of the ^rfi and 
the K6yo$ to John the Baptist and his 
Lord; the first claiming for himself no 
more than to be *^ the yoice of one crying 
in the wilderness,*' (John L 23,) the other 
emphatically declared to be the Word 
which was with God, and was God. 
(John i. 1.) 

In drawing out the relations between 
John and his Lord, as expressed by these 
titles, the Yoice and the Word, Vox and 
Yerbum, ^r^ and ?ii>yoSf Augustine traces 
with a singular subtlety the manifold and 
profound fitnesses which lie in them for 
the setting forth of these relations. A 
word, he obseryes, is something eyen 
without a yoice ; for a word in the heart 
is as truly a word as after it is spoken ; 
while a yoice is nothing,— a mere un- 
meaning sound, an empty cry, — ^unless it 
be also the yehicle of a word. But when 
they are thus united, the yoice in a 
maimer, goes before Uie word, for the 
sound strikes the ear before the sense is 
conyeyed to the mind ; yet while it thus 
goes before it in this act of communica- 
tion, it is not really before it, but the con- 
trary. Thus, when we speak, the word in 
our hearts must precede the yoice on our 
lips, which yoice is yet the yehicle by 
which the word in us is transferred to» 
and becomes also a word in, another; 
but this being accomplished, or rather in 
the yery accomplishment of this, the 
yoice has passed away, exists no more ; 
but the^ word which is planted now in 
the other's heart, as well as in ours, 
remains. All this Augustine transfers to 
the Lord and to His forerunner. John 
is nothing without Jesus; Jesus just 
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The Baptist answered their qaestion in the sense in which they 
asked it. Both onr Saviour Himself (Matt. xi. 14) and the Angel 
(Lnke i. 17) declared that John was the Elias, or Elijah of the New 
Testament dispensation ; hut he was not Elias in the sense in which 
the Jews were looking for the coming of Elias, he was not Elijah the 
Tishhite reappearing among them. 

The prophet Malachi (iv. 5) had declared that Elijah the prophet — 
or as the Septuagint renders it, Elijah the Tishbite — should come 
before the great and terrible daj of the Lord. The Jews who did not 
belieye in two Advents of Christ, — the first in humility, the second in 
glorious majesty, — were now anxiously looking for the coming of 
Elijah the Tishbite in person. When, then, the Baptist declared in 
the strongest possible form that he was not the Christ, they ask him. 



what He was before without John : how- 
ever, to men the knowledge of Him may 
have come through John. John the first 
in time, and yet He Who came after, 
most truly having been before him. John, 
80 soon as he had aocomplished his 
mission, passing away, having no abiding 
significance for the Church of God ; but 
Jesus, of Whom he had told, and to 
Whom he had witnessed, abiding for 
ever. (Sermon 293.)— Archbishop Trench, 
Synonyms of New Testament^ 818. 

" The WlldemeBfl in which John the 
Baptist dwelt until his thirtieth year, and 
into which Jesus, when His time arrived, 
passed for His forty days of prayer and 
watching, begins at the gates of Hebron 
and Jerusalem, spreads beyond and below 
these cities to the south and west, and 
covers the mountain slopes of Judah from 
the crest of the high table-land of Bamah 
and Olivet down to the Fountain of Elisha 
and the shores of the Dead Sea. It is a 
tract of country about the size and shape 
of Sussex, not being a mere waste of 
scorching sands, herbless and waterless 
all the year, like the deserts of £1 Arish 
and Giseh, but only a dry, unpeopled 
region, in which the wells are few, the 
trees low and stunted, the wadies full of 
stones instead of water, and the caves 
tenanted by leopards and wolves. It 
contains no town, not even a village. It 
has no road, no khan. The fox, the 
vulture, the hysBua prowl about its soli- 
tude. But even in the wilderness nature 
is not so stem as man. Here and there, 
in clefts and basins, and on the hill-sides, 
grade on grade, you observe a patch of 
com, a clump of olives, a single palm ; 
but the men who sow the grain, who 
shake down the fruit, are nowhere to be 



seen. They dare not stay upon the grounds 
which they rip with their rude ploughs, 
or on which with careless husbandry they 
watch the olive-trees grow : they hie away 
for protection to the hamlets, and watch- 
towers on the hill-tops : to Maon, 
Tekoa, Bethlehem, and Bethany ; for 
the Ta&mra Bedaween claim to be lords 
of the soil, and the spring grass and wild 
herbage tempt the Adouan from El Belta, 
the ancient Ammon, into these stony 
parts. No Syrian peasant dares to build 
his hut on land over which a Bedawe«n 
spreads his tent. In the wilderness of 
Judah the children of Esau are still what 
they were of old, the only abiding sheikhs 
and kings." — ^Dixon^s Holy Land, i. 244. 
*' We were in a most dreary country : 
calcined hills and barren v^eys, fur- 
rowed by torrent beds, all without a tree 
or shrub, or sign of vegetation. The 
stillness of death reigned on one side, 
the sea of death, calm and curtained in 
mist, lay upon the other ; and yet this is 
the most interesting country in the world. 
This is the Wilderness of Judasa ; near 
this God conversed with Abraham, and 
here came John the Baptist preaching 
the glad tidings of salvation. These ver- 
dureless hills and arid valleys have 
echoed the words of the Great Precursor ; 
and at the head of the west ravine lies 
Bethlehem, the birthplace of the meek 
Bedeemer, — in full sight of the Holy 
City, the theatre of the most wondrous 
events recorded on the page of his- 
tory, — where that Self-Sacrifice was 
offered, which became thenceforth the 
seal of a perpetual covenant between God 
and man ! "— Lynch's Expedition to the 
Dead Sea, p. 383. 
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Art thon Elijah ? When he saith, I am not : they ask him, Art thon 
the prophet? they may mean either the prophet of whom Moses 
spake, (^Dent. xviii. 15-18,) or some distinguished prophet, who 
would immediately precede the coming of the Messiah. 

John Baptist's mission was not to prophesy, hut to arrest the 
attention of the people, and direct it to Jesus as the Christ; to 
preach repentance, and to prepare the way for Christ's approach ; and 
to bear witness to Him, and to point Him out to the people. John 
was not a prophet who foretells the distant coming of his King ; he 
was the herald who announces His arrival, His actual presence among 
them. 

Ezekiel (xxxvi. 25) had prophesied that the Christ should cleanse 
His people from all their filthiness by baptism, and that He would 
give them a new heart, and a new spirit. Zechariah (xiii. 1} had 
also declared that he would open for the house of David, and for all 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, a fountain for the remission of sin and 
nncleanness. The priests and scribes who were sent from Jerusalem 
to examine ^ohn would be well versed in such passages as these. The 
Pharisees had the reputation of being skilled in the words of Scripture, 
and in all the questions of the day. Whether those who were sent 
were Pharisees themselves, or, as some translate the passage, had 
been sent by the Pharisees, they were sure to represent the in- 
telligence and acuteness of that sect. They therefore retort upon 
John with a chaise of inconsistency in baptizing, if he were not *' the 
Christ," nor Elijf5i, nor the prophet. 



24 (And they which were sent were of the Pharisees.) ^ 

[S. V. A.* And ibey were eent of the Pharisees.] 
(Alf. And they had been sent by the Pharisees.) 

26 [And they asked him, and said unto him,] Why 

1 '* The Pharisees in this Evangelist are nothing as law or obligatoiy, bnt what is 

generally to be understood the Sanbedrin; delivered by Moses, and what hath no 

Bor indeed do we find in St. John any other authority bnt tradition only ought 

mention of the Saddncees at all." — Con- not to be observed. And hence here arises 

Bnlt John i. 24, iv. 1, viii. 3, and xi. 46, questions and mighty controversies, the 

&c. Saddncees drawing after them the richer 

" Joeephns (Antiq. xiii. 10, 6) says the sort only, while tiie multitude followed 

Pharisees have such a sway amongst the and adhered to the Pharisees." — (Antiq. 

people, that, if they should say anything xiii. 10-6.) 

against the king or high priest, they ** Hence we may apprehend the reason 

^otQd be believed. why the whole Sanhedrin is sometimes 

" And a little after, the Pharisees have comprehended under the name of the 

given out many rules to the people from Pharisees, because the common people, 

the traditions of the Fathers, which are and the main body of that nation, were 

not written in the laws of Moses : and for wholly at the management of the Phari- 

that very reason the Saddncees rejected sees, governed by their decrees and 

them, saying they ought to account laws." — Lightfoot, ii.571. 
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24 COMMENTABT ON ST. JOHN'S GOSPEL. 

baptizest thou then, if thon (be not that Christ, nor Elias, 
neither that prophet ?) 

[S. And they said unto him (omits, asked him and.)] 
(Alf. Art not the Christ, nor Elijah, neither the prophet.) 

The Baptist answers this qnestioD by poiating oat to them the 
difference between his baptism and that of the Messiah. Hits baptism 
was not that foretold by the prophet. It did not confer a new heart and 
a new spirit. It was in no sense a fount to wash away sin and 
uncleanness. His baptism was merely the badge of those who nnder- 
took to repent of their sins, and to look forward to the Christ. His 
baptism was no outward rite conveying grace to the soul ; it was a 
washing of the body only, and did not affect the soul. 

My baptism, he would say, is only a preparation for the Messiah's. 
By inducing men to repent of their sins, I put them into a state to 
receive the forgiveness and the Holy Spirit, which the Christ will 
shortly bestow on them by Baptism. He is already in the very midst 
of you, but ye know Him only as the carpenter's son. It is He, of 
whom I have already spoken, who coming after me is preferred 
before me, mi for whom I am not worthy to perform the most 
menial acts. 

26 John answered them, saying, I baptize with water ; 
(but there standeth^ one among you), whom ye know not : 

(Alf. Bnt in the midst of yon there standeth one.) 

27 (He it is, [who coming] after me [is preferred 
before me], whose shoe's latchet) I am not worthy to 
unloose. 

[S. V. Who Cometh (omit, he it is) ; S. V. omit, is preferred before me.] 
(Alf. This is He that cometh after me, who taketh place before me, the thong of 
whose shoe.) 

28 These things were done [in Bethabara] beyond 
Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

[S. V. A. In Bethany ; S. beyond the river of Jordan.] 
(Alf. In Bethany.) 

Three of the oldest MSS., the Sinaitic, the Vatican, and the 
Alexandrine, as well as others of less note, read in Bethany beyond 

1 There standeth (^(rnjiccy) . — " The day, it is an argument that He was not pre- 

Syriac readeth it in the present tense, as sent there now, and therefore it is most 

doth also onr English, and so doth Beza properly to be read in the time past, there 

and divers others, and so indeed might haSh stood one among yon." — ^Lightfoot's 

(be Greek word veiy well bear it ; bnt since Works, i. 513. 
it is said, John saw Jesns coming the next 
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Jordan. The Bethany there referred to could not be the Bethany, the 
town where Lazarus and his sisters lived. That was on the west side 
of Jordan ; this beyond Jordan, or on the east side of it. Bethabara 
and Bethany have much the same meaning : the one being the house 
of the ferry or ford, and the other the house of the ship or ferry-boat. 
It is not, therefore, improbable that these are two names for the same 
place, or for adjouiing places.^ 

The following appears to be the order of events. After Jesus had 
been baptized by John, which this Evangelist does not relate. He 
retires into the wilderness for forty days to be tempted by the devil. 
In the meantime a deputation of priests and Levites had arrived from 
Jerusalem to examine the Baptist on the nature of his office, when 
he delivers the foregoing testimony to Jesus in His absence. Then 
on the next day John seeth Jesus, who was returning from the 
Temptation, coming to him, when he again bears witness to Him in 
His presence, apparently before his own disciples. Then on the next 
day John again bears witness to Jesus who was again present before 
two of his disciples. 

The only objection to this is on the ground that the expression 
" there standeth one among you " (/x€<709 Be vfi&p ecrny/cev), is to be 
understood literally as implying that Jesus was actually then and 
there standing in the midst of 'them. It may, perhaps, be more 
correctly interpreted as meaning that the Christ was dwelling in the 
very midst of them, going in and out daily amongst them, but that 
they did not recognise Hun, that they knew Him only as the son of 
Joseph and Mary, or it may be explained as in the note. 

Thus the Baptist delivers three testimonies to Jesus on three 
consecutive days ; (1) in His absence to the deputation from the Jewish 
Sanhedrin at Jerusalem ; (2) in His presence to the general body of 
John's own disciples ; (3) in His presence to two of John's disciples. 

29 The next day [John* seeth] Jesus coming unto him, 



I Bethany or Bethabara. — Origen 'InterpolatlonB. — ^Mr. Burgon observes 
seems to have read " in Bethany " in that the word John, here, and the word 
various MSS., and also in Heracleon (whom Jesus, in John i. 43; vi. 14; xiii. 3; 
Cave places a.d. 126), but was persuaded xxi. 1, are confessedly interpolations, tbeir 
that Bethabara was meant, because on presence being accounted for by the fact 
making inquiry he found there was a place that in these places an ecclesiastical lection 
caUed Bethabara, but not a Bethany, in begins^ that therefore some word more 
the neighbourhood where he supposed this definite than " He " was required to indi- 
spot must lie. The only Bethany which cate the person speaking or acting. — Bur- 
he knew being, as he says, near Jerusalem, gon on St. Mark's Qospel, p. 221 ; see also 
and not on the other side of the Jordan. note on i. 43. 

Origen has the unfortunate reputation of Christ's Place of Baptism. — ** On the 

having introduced Bethabara into the text twenty-eighth (Easter -Tuesday, March, 

instead of Bethany; he says, trxcfibv iy 1738) we set out, from near Jericho, about 

'wduri raits i^riy^d^is Ktirai ravra iy two o'clock in the morning to go to the 

firi$9yla iy4vrrp. (Origen in loco, vol. iv. river Jordan ; we went north-east, and 

p. 270; Migne.) the Greeks soon left us to go south-east; 
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and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world. 

[S. v. A. He Beeth.] 
(Margin beareth.) 
(Alf. He seeth.) 

30 This is He of whom I said, After me cometh a man 
which (is preferred) before me : (for) He was before me. 

(Alf. Taketh place — ^beoaase.) 

Those by whom the Baptist was snrronnded were Jews, men who 
from their earliest years had been so accustomed ta the sacrifice of a 
lamb at the Passover, and to the daily sacrifice of a lamb morning and 
evening; they were so accustomed to this, that the very mention of a Iamb 
without any further addition whould naturally suggest to their minds 
a victim, a sacrifice, and atonement for sin. When then the Baptist 
points out Jesus, and cries, ^^ Behold the Lamb, of God, which taketh 
away or beareth the sin of the world," they would at once know what 
he meant, and they would see in Jesus the Victim to be offered in 
sacrifice, by His death to make atonement for the sin of the world. 
The Baptist, too, would be well aware that such would be the sense 
which his words would convey to the Jewish mind. Yet he lays no 
restriction on his meaning, no limit to the efficacy of this Sacrifice^ 
no limit either in time or in amount of guilt. The reason is this : 
God Himself is the Victim, which is offered, God Himself is the Priest 
which offers. The Baptist then goes on to say that he had learnt this 
by special revelation from heaven. 

31 And I knew Him not : but that He shonld be made 
manifest to Israel, (therefore am I come) baptizing with 
water. 

(Alf. For this cause oame I.) 

32 And John (bare record), [saying,] (I saw) the Spirit 
descending (from heaven like a dove), [and It (abode)] upon 
Him. 

[S. Omits saying : S. And abiding.] 

(Alf. Bare witness — I have beheld — as a dove from heaven — ^remained.) 

for those of both religion propose to go to quarter to Gilgal, where they set np an 

the place where Christ was baptized, but altar of twelve stones, in memory of that 

happen to differ in their opinions, and passage, at the distance of a mile and a 

are three or four miles wide of each other half from Jericho ^Joseph. Antiq. v. 1 ; 

. . . 'Pie river Jordan is deep and very Josh. iv. 20.) So that it is probable they 

rapid ; it is wider than the Tiber at Borne, passed over the river Jordan about this 

and may be about as wide as the Thames place, which seems to be the nearest part 

at Windsor." — Pococke*s Travelt^ ii. 32. of the river to Jericho, and is said to be 

"When the Children of Israel passed about seven miles from it.*' — ^Pooocke's 

over Jordan, they went six miles and a Travels^ ii- 33. 
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33 And I knew Him not : but He that sent me to 
baptize with water, the same said unto me, (upon whom) 
thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, 
the same is He which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. 

[Alf. Upon whomsoeyer.] 

34 (And I saw, and bare record) [that this is the Son of 
God.]^ 

[A. Thai He is : 8. That this is the chosen of God.] 
(Alt And I have seen, and have borne witness.) 

When the Baptist says that he did not know Jesns nntQ He was 
revealed to him by a special sign, he may not mean that he did not 
know Jesns at all, not even as his own Imisman, nor as the reputed son 
of Joseph and Mary. Though even this would not be very surprising, 
when we consider the retired life which John had led from his child- 
hood upward, in the wilderness, apart from the haunts of men. What 
he undoubtedly does assert is, that he did not know Jesus as the Lamb 
of God, as the Word made Flesh, as the Christ, until God had by 
special revelation declared Him ; that he did not know Him, at least 
with such fulness of knowledge as to manifest Him unto Israel. He 
came for that very purpose, but he must wait until he had the appointed 
Bign given him. 

Some knowledge of Jesus as the Christ John seems to have had 
before His Baptism. As such he had demurred to baptize Him. 
(Matt. iii. 13.) This knowledge, such as it was, may have been the 
restdt of his own inferences from what he had seen and heard of 
Jesus. John had come to manifest Jesus unto Israel, but before he 
was allowed to do this, his knowledge must be confirmed in the most 
unmistakeable manner, he must have a direct revelation from heaven, 
before he could point Him out as the Lamb of God that taketh away 
the sin of the world. 



St. Matthew iii. 16. 

And, lo, the heavens 

were opened 

onto Him, 

ind He eaw the Spirit 

of God 

descending 



^ like a dove 
«nd lighting upon Him. 



St. Mabk i. 10. 

He saw the heavens 
opened, 

and the Spirit 



like a dove 

{wtrcl irtpurrtpdM) 

descending upon Him. 



St. Luke iii. 21, 22. 

The heaven 
was 4 



and the Holy Ghost 

descended 

in a hodily shape 
(irwfiariKoi ftSci) 

like a dove 
(»<rc2 irepiffTcpky) 

npon Him. 



St. Johk i. 82. 



I saw the Spirit 

descending 
from heaven 



like a dove 

(^<rci iFfpiarfpity) 

and it abode upon ^m. 



^ I saw and bare record (KdySt ^dpaxa, 
««i M«M«pTWfnjica).— ** The latter perfect 
appears to denote that the testimony 
borne by John at the Baptism of 



Christ remains firm and valid: I have 
Been and I have testified," — Winer's Gram- 
mar of New Testament, p. 288. 
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By a comparison of the ETangelists we see that three, Matthew, 
Mark, and John, say that the Holy Spirit descended from heaven upon 
Jesus, " like a dove," and that luuke is even more definite still, and 
says that He descended '' in a bodily shape like a dove." We can 
scarcely imagine it possible that these expressions were intended to 
mean no more, than that the Holy Spirit came down iiom heayen upon 
Jesus, and that the manner of His descent was like that of a doYe 
flying down. It is far more in accordance with the genius of the 
Greek language, and with the traditionary belief of the Church in all 
ages, to conclude that the Holy Spirit made use of the form of a dove 
to descend visibly upon Jesus. At the Day of Pentecost He descended 
upon the Church in the form of tongues, and sat upon each of them. 
(Acts ii.) At the same time we must be careful not to suppose that 
the dove was more than an instrument for His visible descent. Here 
was no union between the Holy Spirit and the dove, as in the Hypo- 
static Union, when the Word was made Flesh. The dove may have 
been chosen for its symbolic use, as, by its gentleness and purity, 
indicative of the influences and of the fruits of the Holy Spirit. 

Whether the Baptist was alone with Jesus when he baptized Him ; 
and if not, whether others beside himself saw the descent of the Holy 
Spirit, or heard the voice, there is nothing in the narrative to determine. 
Difierent conjectures have been held with respect to these points. 

The visible descent of the Holy Spirit upon Jesus was a proof to 
John that Jesus the Son of Mary was also the Son of God. This 
was his warrant henceforth to proclaim Him to Israel as the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of the world. It has also been 
considered as a pledge from God to the Church, that Baptism preceded 
by repentance, and celebrated as Jesus afterwards commanded, with 
water in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost, should always be accompanied by the Holy Spirit. For 
eighteen hundred years the Church has acted in the belief that as 
surely as the Holy Spirit, in the form of a dove, descended visibly 
upon Jesus, and remained upon Him, so surely, though not visibly, 
would the Holy Spirit descend upon every sincere penitent, who is 
baptized with the Baptism of Christ. 

On the next day the Baptist again bears testimony to Jesus, before 
two of his disciples. Either these two disciples had not been present 
the day before, when he pointed Jesus out as " the Lamb of Gqd, which 
taketh away the sin of the world," or John repeats his testimony before 
them, in order, by a kind of gentle pressure to induce them to with- 
draw themselves from him, and to attach themselves to Jesus as His 
disciples. 

36 (Again the next day after John stood), and two of 
his disciples. 

(Alf. Again the next day John was standing.) 
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36 And looking upon Jesus as He walked, he saith, 
Behold the Lamb of God ! 

87 [And] the two disciples heard him speak, and they 
followed Jesus. 

f S. Omits, And.] 

Neither St. Matthew, St. Mark, nor St. Lnke says anything ahout 
our Saviour's actions from His Baptism, with the exception of the 
Temptation, nntil the imprisonment of John the Baptist, when He 
departs into Galilee. The Eyangelist St. John is silent about the 
Temptation, but he alone fills up the interval and traces the steps of 
Jesus from the time when He returned from His Temptation untU the 
imprisonment of the Baptist. The other three Evangelists relate only 
John's actions, and the testimony which he bore to Christ before 
His Baptism, while St. John relates both other acts and other 
testimonies of the Baptist to Christ besides those before His Baptism. 
It is in strict accordance with this that St. John here relates that 
Peter and Andrew follow Jesus before He calls them to be His 
disciples, while the other Evangelists make no mention of this ; for 
this was while the Baptist was still at liberty. St. Matthew (iv.) 
relates that Jesus called Peter and Andrew, and that then they follow 
Him. But there is no contradiction here. These are relations of two 
different events, with an interval of probably twelve months between 
them, one before the Baptist's imprisonment, and the other after. 

38 [(Then)] Jesus turned, (and saw) them following, 
and saith [unto them], What seek ye ? They said unto 
Him, Kabbi which is to say, being interpreted. Master, 
(where dwellest Thou ?)^ 

[S. Omits Then : S. Omits, unto tibem.] 

(Margin abidest.) 

(Alf. Bat—and beheld— where abidest Thoa ?) 

39 He saith unto them, [Come and see], [They came] 



I Rabbi. — "This and other titles of common in mention in the Jewish authors, 

their doctors, as Bab, and Babban-. and Bst Simeon the son of Hillel (he that 

Bibbi, were bat lately grown into ase and took oar Savioar in his arms, Luke ii.) 

request among them, and sprang up but was the first Doctor among them cum 

yeiy little before the birth of Christ. The titulo^ and he was called Babban. From 

prophets, and the men of the great syna- his times and forward, titles came ezceed- 

gogne, and all the generations tUl the ingly into request and fashion among 

times of Hillel, had been content with them, and none more common than the 

their bare proper names, as Sadoc, ^ai- title Babbi, as appeareth frequently in 

thus,AntigonuSpSammai,HiUel,Shemaya, the Gospel, and infinitely in their own 

Abtalion, and the like yery frequent and writers," &c. — Lightfoot's Works, i. 514. 
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and saw where (He dwelt),* (and abode) with Him that day : 
[for] it was about [the tenth hour.] 

[Y. Come, and ye shall see : S. V. ▲. They oame therefore : S.V.A. Omits, for 
A. The sixth hour.] 

(Alf. He abode— and remained— omits, for.) 

According to all the old commentators the tenth hoof would be 
4 p.M . ; a few modem scholars make it 10 a.m. The latter maintain that 
St. John does not, Uke the other three Evangelists, use the Boman 
mode of calculating time, and begin from sunrise, about 6 a.u. ; but 
that he uses, what they call, the Asiatic method, and reckons, like 
ourselves, from 12 at midnight to 12 at noon. This explanation has 
been introduced doubtless in order to explain the difficulties which 
exist in harmonizing the various accounts of the Crucifixion^ but 
besides failing fully to remove all those difficulties, it adds one of its 
own. Is it probable that St. John, who confessedly wrote his Gospel 
after the others, and, as many think, to supply their omissions, is it 
probable that, in relating the same events, he would use a totally 



1 Where He dwelt {wov /icVci).— "It 
is qnestionable whether fityti here doth 
intimate His inn or His habitation, but 
I rather understand the latter, and that 
the place was Capernaum ; where Christ 
had an habitation, and was a member or 
citizen of that city. For though he was 
a Nazarite in regard of His mother's 
house and residence, yet it is very pro- 
bable He was a Capemaite by His father 
Joseph. For : 

** 1. Observe that Capernaum is called 
His own city, Matt. ix. 1 compared with 
Mark ii. 1. 

** 2. There He pays tribute, as the pro- 
per place where He should pay it, Matt. 
rvii.24. 

" 8. When He is refused at Nazareth, 
His mother's town, He goeth down to 
Capernaum, His father's, Luke iv. 81. 

" 4. His resort to Capernaum was very 
frequent, and His abode there very much, 
John ii. 12 ; Luke iv. 81 ; John vi. 17 ; 
Luke z. 15. 

*'5. That His father and mother are 
very well known there, John vi. 42. 

•• 6. That in regard of this frequency of 
Christ's being in this town, and its in- 
terest in Him as an inhabitant and mem- 
ber of it, Capernaum is said to be Ufted 
np to Heaven. 

*' Now Capernaum, standing upon the 
banks of Jordan, and on the veiy point of 
the lake of Gennesaret, as Jordan began 
to spread itself into that lake, He and 
these disciples that go with Him, pass 
over the water before they come thither, 



for now they were on the other side Jor- 
dan where John baptized." — ^Lightfoot, i. 
630. 

HooBes. — " Many of the dwelling* 
houses (at Eeraseh, Chorazin) are in a 
tolerably perfect state, the walls being in 
some cases six feet high ; and as they are 
probably the same class of houses as that 
in which our Saviour dwelt, a description of 
them may be interesting. They are gene- 
rally square, of different sizes — ^the hugest 
measured was nearly thirty feet— and 
have one or two columns down the centre 
to support the roof, which appears to have 
been flat, as in the modem Arab houses. 
The walls are about two feet thick, built 
of masonry or of loose blocks of basalt ; 
there is a low doorway in the centre of 
one of the walls, and each house has 
windows twelve inches high, and six and 
a-half inches wide. In one or two cases 
the houses were divided into four cham- 
bers." — Recovery of Jeru$alem, p. 347. 

** Several lamps, weights, jars, and 
an iron bar were found in this canal, 
and also a stone roller for rolling Jlat 
roofs, precisely similar to those in use 
on the flat roofs of the Lebanon; so 
it is evident that at some period at 
least one house in Jerusalem was covered 
with a flat roof of wooden joists and mud : 
and I am inclined to the opinion thai 
this was the general mode of construction 
of roofs until after the city was destroyed 
by Titus, when wood becoming scarce^ 
the vaulted roof came into use." — Recovery 
ofJertualemt p. 108. * 
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different method of reckoning the times at which they happened, and 
not give some intimation of this, especially in a book which abounds 
with explanations of words as well as of customs ? To many this is 
an insuperable objection/ 

40 [One of the two] which heard John speak, and 
followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, 

[A. Now one of the two.] 

Some, by comparing this verse with chapter xzi. 2, have conjecture 
that Thomas was the otii&t disciple ; but the general opinion is that the 
other disciple was St. John himself. In rdating the transactions in 
which he and others were concerned, this ETangelist's invariable custom 
is never to speak of himself by name. Throughout the whole of his 
Gospel he never once mentions his own name. John and his brother 
James were partners in the fishing trade with Andrew and his brother 
Simon. It would thus follow, very naturally, that they would be com- 
panions in other matters of common interest, especially if, as appears, 
they were both disciples of the Baptist. 

Thus Andrew was first drawn to Jesus by the testimony of John 
the Baptist, and then by an internal conviction derived from his own 
conversation with Jesus. Full of love and zeal after this conversation 
he is not content to keep the discovery to himself. He hastens to 
communicate to his brother that they have found the Messias the 
object of their search. 

41 He first findeth his ovm brother ^ Simon, and saith 
unto him, We have found the Messias, which is, being 
interpreted [the] Christ.* 

(Margin, the Anointed.) 
[AU MSS. omit the.] 
(Alf. Omits, the.) 

42 [Ajid] he brought him to Jesus. ([And] when Jesus 
beheld him, He said,) Thou art Simon [the son of Jona] :* 

^ The tenth hour. — ^For arguments in which is by interpretation, Peter ; and 

faTooT of the former interpretation, or that also, ohap. iv. 25, which is by inter- 

4 P.M., see Dean Alford's Greek Testa- pretation, Christ, as knowing it unneces- 

ment ; in favour of the latter, or 10 a.m., saiy to toll an Hebrew, or a Syrian, what 

see Bishop Wordsworth's Greek Testa- is meant by Messias, or Cephas." — ^Light- 

ment. foot's Work, i. 515. 

a Which is being interpreted, Chriat. > The Son of Jona.—" There are that 

— " These are the words of the Evan- conceive a corruption to be in the writing 

gelist the historian, and not the words of of this word, for, they say, it should be 

Andrew ; for it was needless for him to Joanna. And of that mind is Jerome, the 

teU Peter what was the meaning of Messias, Yulgar Latin, Erasmus, at John xxi. 15 ; 

and accordingly the Syriao translator hath and of that writing is Erasmus, his Greek 

omitted this clause; and that in verse 42, oopy there, and some others here. But 
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thou shalt be called Cephas, which is by interpretation, (a 
stone.) 

[S. V. omit, And : S. V. A. omit, And : S. V. The son of John.] 

(Margin, Peter.) 

(Alf. Jesus looked on him and said — ^which is by interpretation, Peter. 

Jesna begins to teach Simon, on his very first introduction to Him, 
that He is more than man, that' the past and the future are alike 
open to Him. He discovers to him his name and his origin, Simon, 
son of Jona. He changes his name from Simon to one that waa more 
expressive of his future, either of his future faith, or of his future 
office in the Church. For both these have been held to be the point 
especially intended in the name Peter by different commentators, 
influenced chiefly by their different prepossessions. 

Dr. Lightfoot (i. 531) has given an interpretation, which is 
founded on the etymology of the word, and is deserving of attention. 
He gives several weighty reasons to prove that Cephas is the adjective 
form of Cepha, and that as Cepha means Petra, a Bock, so Cephas 
means Petrus or Petrosus, Rocky, or belonging to the Rock. 

The reason why our Saviour gives Peter the name of Cephas, or 
Rocky, as he thinks, was not so much because he was built upon the 
Rock, for so were all the rest of the Apostles except Judas, but because 
he had a special work to do about that building, which Christ was to 
found upon the Rock. In the Church, which Christ built upon the 
Rock, Peter had this special and singular work and privilege, that he 
was the first that preached the Gospel to the Gentiles. (Acts x. 
and XV. 17.) • 

Philip was the first whom Jesus expressly called to be His disciple. 
Being of the same city as Andrew and Peter^ Bethsaida, it is possible 
that Philip had already been favourably impressed towards Jesus by 
their report of Him. Bethsaida was a city or town on the west side 
of the Sea of Galilee. A little to the south of Bethsaida was Cana, 
also in Galilee^ the city of Nathanael, who appears to have been a 
friend of Philip's. 

43 The day following, [Jesus^ would go forth] into 

npon what ground this facile and most Peter's father be allowed the name of 
general reading of Jona (for so the Syrian, Jonah, as weU as that of John." — ^Light- 
Arabic, most and best Greek copies, and foot, ii. 581. 

most translations titter it) 'should be for- ^ Interpolations. — Introductory clauses 

8aken,and one so far-fetched and strained or proper names are frequently interpo- 

as Joanna be embraced and taken for the lated at the commencement of Ghurdi 

right, I cannot yet understand or appre- Lessons (ircpiKoiral), whether from the 

hend." — Lightfoot, i. 581. margin of ordinary manuscripts of the 

"Jona was a name among the Jews Greek Testament (where they were usually 

very commonly used, and we meet with it placed for the conyenience of the reader), 

frequently among the Talmudic authors, or from the Lectionaries or proper Service 

written Jonah ; why therefore should not Books, especially those of the Gospels 
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Galilee, and findeth Philip, [and saith unto him,] Follow 
Me. 

[S. V. A. He would go : 8. V. A. and Jesus saith unto him.] 
(Alf. Was minded to go.) 

44 [Now] Philip was (of Bethsaida), (the city) of Andrew 
and Peter. 

[S. Omits, Now.] 

(Alf. From Bethsaida— of the city.) 

Nathanael is only once besides mentioned in the Gospels (John xxi. 
2) — at least, by this name. Many have thought that Nathanael and 
Bartholomew were only two names for one and the same person, and 
for the following reasons. 

1. The other Evangelists (Matt. x. 8 ; Mark iii. 18 ; Luke vi. 14) 
join Philip and Bartholomew together, while St. John joins Philip and 
Nathanael. 2. If Nathanael and Bartholomew be not the same, we 
nowhere read of the call of Bartholomew by Jesus. 3. The other 
three Evangelists speak of Bartholomew bat never of Nathanael ; and 
St John names Nathanael, but not Bartholomew. The plain inference 
from which is that these two names denote the same person. 4. St. 
John (xxi. 2) associates Nathanael, Pet^, Thomas, James, and John 
as fishing together, when Jesus appeared to them after His Resur- 
rection, on the Lake of Tiberias. Four of these were apostles ; it is 
therefore probable, or at least not improbable, that the fifth, Nathanael, 
was also an Apostle, and if he were an Apostle, he must be the same 
as Bartholomew. 5. Bartholomew was not a proper name at all, but 
merely a description of his descent — son of Tolmai, while Nathanael 
was the proper name. A similar instance we have in the case of 
Simon Bar-jona (Matt. xvi. 17), Simon being the proper name, and Bar- 
jona, son of Jonas, a description of his origin. 6. Of no man's character 
did our Saviour express greater admiration, and to none did he promise 
greater things than to Nathanael He might therefore, with great 
probability, have chosen him one of His twelve Aposties.^ 

45 Philip findeth Nathanael,* and saith unto him. We 

^vangelistaria). Thus in our English the Epistles. Henoe the freqnent inter- 
Book of Common Prayer the N^me of Jesus polation («.^., Matt. iv. 18; yiii. 5; xiv. 
ia introdnced into the Gospels for the 22) or changed position (John i. 43) of 
Uthf 16th, 17th, and 18th Sundays after Iriaovs. — Scriyener*s Introd, to CriticUm 
Trinity ; and whole clauses into those of New Testament, p. 11. See also note 
for the 3rd and 4th Sundays after Easter, on i. 29. 
and the 6th and 24th after Trinity. To ^ See Cornelius k Lapide. 
this cause is due the prefix liirc 8i o K^pios * Nathanael.—** We find the name 
Lnke Tii. 31 ; and jc&i trrpa^hs vphs rhvs Nathanael in the Old Testament also : as 
M<%r^s crrc, Luke x. 22 ; and such appel- 1 Chron. xv. 24 ; Ezra x. 22, &c. But 
lations as &8(\^l or rdKvoy rifiid^f (after Philip and Andrew, and Nicodemus, &o., 
vhik in 2 Tim. iv. 5) in some oopies of were names of a later edition, taken up 

D 
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have found Him of whom Moses in the Law ; and the 
prophets did write, (Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.) 

(Alf. JeeoB, the son of Joseph, which is from Nazareth.) 

Philip may be here descrihing Jesus to Nathanael, as he was 
known by common rumour, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. As 
such Nathanael, who was of Gana, a city close to Nazareth, would 
easily recognise Him. It may be that Philip in these words gives his 
own opinion of Jesus, as the Messiah, as He who was foretold by Moses 
and the Prophets, and yet as the son of Joseph. At a much later 
period than this (John ziv. 9), Philip had a very imperfect opinion as 
to who Jesus really was. Though He had been three years with His 
disciples, Philip had scarcely then mastered the truth that Jesus, 
whom men called the son of Joseph, was the Son of Ood, the Word 
made Mesh, One with the Father and equal to the Father. 

46 [And] Nathanael said unto him, (Can there any 
good thing come) out of Nazareth ?^ Philip saith unto 
him. Come and see. 

[S. Omits, And.] 

(Alf. Can any good thing come.) 



into nse since the Grecian power and 
language had overspread Jndffia, and those 
Eastern countries. This Nathanael was 
of Cana of Oalilee, John xxi. 2, one of the 
first disciples called, and that continued 
with Jesus to the very last, as it ap- 
peareth by that place in John ; now since 
all these that are mentioned in this chap- 
ter by name, as Peter, and Andrew, and 
Philip were made Apostles, it is some- 
what strange if Nathanael missed the like 
place." — Lightfoot's Works, i. 616. 

^Nazareth. — *'It is one peculiarity of 
the Galilean hills, as distinct from those of 
Ephmim or Judah, that they contain or 
sustain green basins of table land just 

below their topmost ridges Such, 

above all, is Nazareth; fifteen gently 
rounded hills seem as if they had met 
to form an enclosure for this peaceful 
basin — they rise roimd it like the edge of 
a sheU to guard it from intrusion. It is 
a rich and beautiful field in the midst of 
those green hills — abounding in gay 
flowers, in fig-trees, small gardens, hedges 
of the prickly pear ; and the dense rich 
grass affords an abundant pasture. The 
expression of the old topographer, Quaresi- 
mus, was as happy as it is poetical : 
* Nazareth is a rose, and, like a rose, has 
the same rounded form, enclosed by 



mountains as the flower by its leaves.* 
The village stands on the steep slope of 
the south-western side of the valley.** — 
Stanley's Sinai and Palestine^ p. 365. 

*' There is a weU, named after the Virgin, 
to the east of the city, which we gazed at 
with extreme interest; it still supplies 
Nazareth with water, and thither, without 
doubt, came the Virgin Mother and her 
Saviour Son, day after day, to draw water 
— as we saw the daughters of Nazareth 
coming while we stopped our horses to 
drink of it.** — Lord Lindsay's Letters from 
the Holy Land, ii. 84. 

Gsdilee. — The geographical position of 
Naphtali produced great effects upon its 
history. The tribe occupied border-land. 
It came into close contact with the Syrians 
of Damascus, with the mountain tribes 
of Lebanon, and especially with the great 
commercial nation of Phcenicia. Sepa- 
rated from the body of the Jewish people, 
forced into connection with strangers, the 
Naphtalites became less exclusive than 
their brethren. The Phoenicians traded 
with them, and settled among them. 
(1 Kings ix. 11-13.) 

*' That sharp line which separated Jew 
and Gentile was in part at least obli- 
terated. In worship, in manners, and even 
in language, they accommodated them- 
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Nazareth was a small obscure town in Gklilee, a district despised 
by the inhabitants of Jad^a for the mdeness and want of cnltiyation of 
its inhabitants, and also perhaps for the great admixture of Gentiles 
or foreigners which it always contained.^ Here Jesns was conceived 
(Lake L 26), but He was not bom here, bat in Bethlehem of JudsBa. 
The popalar opmion at this time was that Jesns was bom at Nazareth. 
From Jbiowing only this popalar mmoar arose NathanaeFs prejndice 
against Jesus as the Christ. But his objection was to GaUlee, not to 
Nazareth in particular. He would have had a similar objection against 
any place in Galilee. This appears from John vii. 41, etc. How can 
this Jesus be the Christ, reasons Nathanael; He was bom in 
Nazareth, and the prophets say that the Christ shall spring from 
Bethlehem. Nathanael's question to Philip, " Can there any good thing 
come out of Nazareth ? " was prompted partly by the reputation of 
Galilee, and partly by the prediction of the prophets. But Nathanael 
did not shut himself up in the belief of this, and close his heart to all 
explanation and examination on the subject. Here doubtless was one 
proof of the guilelessness of his character. Nathanael was an earnest 
and a sincere seeker after the tmth. 

47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, [and saith 
of him,] Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no 
guile! 

[8. And saith of KathanaeL] 

48 Nathanael saith unto Him, Whence knowest Thou 
me? Jesus answered and said unto him, (Before that 
Philip called thee,) when thou wast under the fig-tree,^ I saw 
thee. 

(Alf . Before Philip ealled thee.) 



eelves to their Gentile neighbonre, and at large fig-trees, cried ont, * Taeht et-teen,* 

length the whole liftnd was called * Galilee — ^onder the fig-tree ? And soon we felt 

of the Gentiles,' and its people lost caste the pleasantness of this shade ; for there 

with the ezoiasiye Jews of the Sonth. is something peculiarly delightful in the 

These firsts may help to explain the shade of the fig-tree. It is far superior 

question of Nathanael : * Can any good to the shade of a tent, and perhaps even 

thing come out of Nazareth ? ' (John i. 46) ; to the shadow of a rock; since not only 

and the remark of the woman regarding does the mass of heavy foliage completely 

Petor, 'Thou art a Galilean, and thy exclude the rays of the sun, but the 

speech agreeth thereto.' *' (Mark xiv. 70.) trayeller finds under it a peculiar oooloess, 

— Giant Cities of Bathaitj ]p. 2^0. arising from the air gently creeping 

I See Note to Chap. vii. 52. throu^ the branches. Hence the force 

* The^ Fig-tree. — The advantages of the of the Scripture expression, * When thou 

fig-tree as a shade are shown in the fol- wast under the fig-tree.* " — Minion to the 

lowing : ** As we approached, one of the Jews from SeotUmd^ p. 108. 
camel-drivers, pointing to a cluster of six 
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Some have explained this passage as follows : — The words, '' the 
true and guileless Israelite" was a name by which Nathanael was 
known amongst his friends, and was descriptive of his singalarly 
upright dealing towards others, in the same way that Aristides was 
called '* the Just," among his fellow Athenians. As Jesus had given 
to Peter the first intimation that He knew more than mere man could 
know by telling him what was his name and who was his father, 
though He had never seen him before, so He acts towards Nathanael 
and addresses him by the appellation by which he was known among 
his intimate friends. When Nathanael expresses his surprise that 
Jesus knew him at all, and especially that He knew the name which 
his friends had given him, Jesus goes on to inform him that He knew 
not only his upright dealing towards men, and the name by which 
they described that, but that He knew also his righteous conduct 
towards God, that He knew even his most secret acts of devotion 
which, as he thought, could be known only to himself, as they were 
performed within the thick impenetrable shade of the fig-tree. It 
was by slight proofs at first and by slow degrees that He led on both 
Peter and Nathanael to acknowledge that He was God as well 
as Man. Thus Jesus both gave His sanction to the truth of the descrip- 
tion, [" an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no guile," as applied 
to Nathanael, and also used it as a means to discover to him who 
He was. 

49 Nathanael (ansv^ered) [(and saith nnto Him), Rabbi], 

Thou art the Son of God : [Thou art the King] of 
Israel. 

[S. Said, Babbi : V. Omits, And saith onto Him : A. Thou art King.] 
(All. Answered him. Omits, And said onto Him.) 

60 Jesus answered and said unto him, Because I said 
unto thee, I saw thee under the fig-tree, believest thou ? 
Thou shalt see greater things than these. 

61 And He saith unto him, Verily, verily,^ I say 



1 Verily, yerily, Greek, Amen, amen. — Israel, or of Him whose name is Merci- 

** Let the reader observe a peculiar use of ful, if such a man's goods be in his hand, 

the word Amen among the Jews. The and he discover it not ; and he answered, 

judges adjured a man, saying. We adjure Amen.' — Maimonides' tract Shevugnotk, 

thee by the Lord God of Israel, or by Him ver. 11. And so he related concerning 

whose name is Merciful, that thou hast vows, that * whosoever vowed any holy 

nothing of this man's in thy hand ; and thing, and bound it up by Amen, he was 

he answered, Amen ; or they said, N. the tied.' dso. — Yid. Sam. Petit variarum 

son of N. is cursed of the Lord God of Lect. i. 7, who oondudeth hereupon thus, 
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unto you, [Hereafter]^ ye shall see (heaven open,) and the 
angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of 
Man. 

[S. V. Omit, hereafter.] 

(Alf. OznitB, hereafter — the heaven opened.) 

Id His conyersation with Nathanael, Jesns refers to two well-known 
events in the life of the Patriarch Jacob : (1) His wrestling with the 
Angel of God, in memory of which his name was changed to Israel ; 
for as a prince he had power with God and with man, and had pre- 
vailed. (Gen. xxxii. 24.) (2) To the vision which appeared to him 
at Bethel : (Gen. xxviiL 12 :) " And he dreamed, and behold a ladder 
set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven : and behold 
the angels of God ascending and descending on it." 

Jesus addresses Nathanael by a term which indicated that he, like 
Jacob, had vn*est]ed with God h\ prayer, and had prevailed with Him. 
In reply to Nathanael's question, how He could know anything of his 
character at all, Jesus alludes to certain of his secret acts of devotion 
and meditation, which Nathanael thought could be known only, to 
God and to himself. But to reveal the secret thoughts of the heart 
was but a small thing for the Word made Flesh. He had much 
greater things than this to do. His work was to renew the intercourse 
between heaven and earth, which by man's sin had been so long inter- 
rupted, to reconcile man to God, to establish on earth the Economy 
which Jacob's dream had prefigured. 

It is probable that in these words Jesus refers to the Church, and 
to her spiritual privileges, to the angels who should act as ministering 
spirits for them who should be heirs of salvation, to the unbroken 
communication which should henceforth be maintained between heaven 
and earth, quite as much as to any special appearance of angels, in the 
Agony in the Garden, or in the Ascension. Though these words were 
spoken to Nathanael, the promise was to all : " Ye shall see.** 

Nathanael calls Jesus ** the Son of God.'* But it is more than 
probable that neither he nor Philip, nor any of them, except the 
Baptist, as yet understood the fall meaning of these words. They 
believed Him to be the Messiah, who had been foretold by the 
prophets, and, in some sense, to be the Son of God ; but it is doubtful 
whether they understood that He was the Word made Flesh, the 



' Cwai id(nt ChnBinBtAp,iiy \4ya 6fiiy J idem and so it most properly and naturaUy 

est ac diceret, Joratus vobis dico.* " — meaneth. For it signifieth not only a 

Lightfoot, i. 515. date of time, and some one action done 

^ Hereafter. — ** Oar English and Eras- after that date at a time uncertain, but a 

niTiB render kiedint hereafter, and so have continuance of such actions or things 

left the time at a yery large and uncertain from that date forward.'* — ^Lightfoot, i. 

scantling. But the Syriac and the Vulgar 587. 
render it, from this time, or henceforward, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



88 COMMENTARY ON BT. JOHN's GOSPEL. 

Second Person in the Godhead, One with the Father, and eqnal to the 
Father. Jesus leads them on by degrees to a periect knowledge of 
this great Mystery. 

It was probably for this purpose, that after Nathanael had con- 
fessed Jesus to be the Son of God, He calls Himself the Son of 
Man. This is the name by which He is constantly styled in the 
Gospels, and always by Himself. It may be that He uses this 
expression here to recall NathanaePs thoughts to the first promise, 
and to teach him that He is the Second Adam, the seed of the woman 
who should bruise the serpent's head (Gen. iii. 15), who should undo 
the mischief wrought by the disobedience of the First Adam, and who 
should renew man's intercourse with angels, which the First Adam by 
his sin had forfeited. 
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE TO CHAPTER II. 



Temple. — There were three Temples at Jerasalem. The first was 
huilt by Solomon, and completed in seven years, (1 Kings yi. 38,) 
abont 1005 B.C. This was bomt by Nebuchadnezzar, 686 B.C. The 
second Temple was built by Zerubbabel after the return from captivity, 
520 B.C., and was completed in eighteen years. The third Temple was 
built by Herod the Great. This was a rebuilding of the second 
Temple. He announced his intention to rebuild it 19 B.C., probably 
when the people were collected at Jerusalem at the Passover. The 
completion of the sanctuary itself was celebrated with lavish sacrifices 
and a great feast, 16 b.c. The courts, cloisters, etc., were added after- 
wards. Herod's Temple was burnt to the ground during the siege of 
Jerusalem by Titus, 70 a.d. This happened in the very same month, 
and on the very same day of the month, (15th July,) as Solomon's 
Temple had been burnt by Nebuchadnezzar. 

The arrangements in Solomon's Temple were identical with those 
of the Tabernacle, but the dimensions were exactly double. The 
Temple of Zerubbabel was inferior to that of Solomon in its precious 
metals, carved ornamentation, and textile fabrics ; but it was in almost 
every dimension one third larger than Solomon's. The internal 
dimensions of Herod's Temple were the same as those of Solomon ; 
but the whole plan was augmented by the surrounding parts being 
increased. Zerubbabel's Temple was not larger than an average parish 
church, Solomon's was smaller. The architectural style of Herod's 
Temple was Corinthian, that of Zerubbabel's Temple was probably 
Persian, as it resembles the buildings found at Persepolis and Susa, 
that of Solomon's is unknown. — ^Williams's Holy City ; Smith's Bib. 
DicU 

Herod's Temple. — " Herod, as you may still see from the 
glorious vaults and passages, visible beneath the ^sa, employed on his 
works the masons of Athens and Antioch. Indeed, it may be said of 
Herod's temple, as of Herod himself, that in outward face and polish it 
displayed far less of the Hebrew genius than of the Greek ; yet the core 
of his new edifice kept its original shape ; and the Temple of Herod, 
like the Temple of Solomon, was a marble tent. 

^' Deep in the heart of the mass of buildings on Moriah, on the 
highest level of the rock, the Temple proper, the tent of stone, had 
been raised by priestly hands. As the tread of any secular foot, 
whether of Jew or Greek, would have profaned the ]ioly place, the 
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Ionian builders were thrust aside from this inner range ; enon^ for 
these heathens to labour on the gates, the colonnades and the open 
courts. This sacred block was parted like the tabernacle into two 
grand chambers ; the adytum, the Holy of Holies, a square room, in 
shape a cube, being ten yards in length, in breadth, and in height* 
This Holy of Holies stood to the west. In front of it, parted from it 
only by a veil or screen, was the naos, the holy place. As in the old 
tabernacle, the inner chamber was the dwelling of the Most High ; a 
room now bare and empty, since the Ark had been lost in the Baby- 
lonish war ; yet not to be trodden, not to be seen, except on rarest 
occasions by mortal man. In the outer chamber, that lying to the 
east, stood the candlestick bearing seven lamps, perhaps to typify the 
seven planets ; the table of shew-bread with twelve loaves to represent 
the months ; the altar of incense, having thirteen spices burning night 
and day, to signify that all the produce of the earth belongs to God. 
These ornaments were of gold. The veil which divided the Holy of 
Holies from the Holy Place was a curtain of finest work. 

" The true front of this edifice, facing towards the sunrise, stood 
high and square, having in the middle a great porch or opening like a 
Roman arch, before wUch hung a second veil ; a magnificent curtain 
of rich Babylonian art, embroidered with blue and flax, scarlet and 
purple ; colours which were meant to be a reflex and image of the 
world — ^the scarlet representing fire, the flax earth, the blue sky, the 
purple sea. No figures, no sculptures, as in Persian and Egyptian 
temples, adorned the front. Golden vines and clusters of grapes, the 
typical plant and fruit of Israel, ran along the wall, and the greater 
and lesser lights of heaven were wrought into the texture of the veil. 
The whole facade was covered with plates of gold, which, when the 
siin shone upon them in the early day, sent back his rays with added 
glory, 80 great that gazers standing on Olivet had to shade their eyes 
when turning towards the Temple mount. 

" Twelve steps led down from this platform of the Temple proper, 
to a second level, occupied by the Court of the Priests. There stood 
the great bronze laver, the altar of burnt off'erings built of unhewn 
stones, and a number of marble benches on which were laid the flesh 
of victims waiting to be burnt. Three flights of stairs led down from 
this court to a third level, occupied by the Court of the Israelites, 
sometimes called the Sanctuary. Here stood the chief edifices con- 
nected with the Temple ; houses of priests, oflSces, guard-room, with 
the Lishcathha-Gazith, hall of the Sanhedrin. In this Court of the 
Israelites, facing the porch of the Holy Place, rose a magnificent gate 
of Corinthian brass, said to have been brought from Alexandria by 
Nicanor, and sometimes called by his name. It was of Greek design, 
and some persons believe it to have been that Beautiful Gate by which 
the lame man sat begging alms when Peter and John went up to 
pray. Other gates were of wood, but covered with either gold or silver 
gilding. 
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" A third flight of stairs^ fourteen in number, dropped to an outer 
court, that of the cloisters, commonly called the Gentile Court, 
because, not being a part of the Temple, it was open to men of all 
nations, and had become a kind of sacred exchange and market-place. 
Here the brokers had their hhanoth, shops or staJls, at which the Jew 
from Galilee or Perea exchanged his drachm and statu for the sacred 
shekel ; the dove-seller kept his cotes for the accommodation of persons 
too poor to sacrifice a kid or lamb ; and the huckster who sold sheep 
and oxen for burnt offerings had his pens. 

'' An open market, lying close to the Altars, was a convenience to 
the stranger and to the priest ; for as no money could be offered in the 
Temple except sacred shekels, and as no dove or lamb could be slain 
unless it were of a certain age and breed, many a man might have left 
Jerusalem without offering his gift, had he not been able, through this 
arrangement of the dealers, to buy sacred coins and acceptable sacrifices 
near tiie Temple gate. 

" On this Court of the Gentiles, this market frequented by Greeks 
and Egyptians, Herod had exhausted the riches of his taste. The 
Holy of Holies had been left to the priests, who completed their task 
in about eighteen months ; but the surrounding courts had occupied 
Herod himself for more than eight years ; and the porticos, colonnades, 
and stairs^ with many of the halls, offices, and gates, had been left 
unfinished at his death. At first his son, afterwards the priests, 
carried on his ambitious work, not to enhance God's glory, but to 
foster human pride. Cloisters ran round the wall on the inner side, 
sustained on rows of colunms exquisitely wrought, the capitals being 
ornamented with the acanthus and water-leaf, as in the famous Tower 
of the Winds. West, north, and east these columns were in three 
rows ; on the south they were in four. The floor made a shaded walk, 
like the Colonnade in Venice, and the roof an open walk, like the 
Gallery of Genoa. The pavement was inlaid with marbles of many 
colours. Leading into this court from the city and the country were 
many noble gates ; one of those on the eastern side, facing the Mount 
of Olives, was called Solomon's Porch, and a second, near by it, was 
called the Beautiful Gate. 

"When the whole group of buildings, — Temple, courts, halls, 
cloisters, terraces, and walls, — ^were seen from a little distance, — say, 
from the shoulder of Olivet, where thfe road winds round from Bethany, 
— they had the appearance of a rough and sparkling pyramid, the base 
being the line of foundation-wall, the apex being the golden front of 
the Holy Place." — ^Dixon's Holy Land, vol. ii. p. 43. 

" All traces of the Temple have long since disappeared ; not one 
stone has been left upon another, and its exact position has for years 
been one of the most fiercely contested points in Jerusalem topo- 
graphy." — Recovery of Jerusalem, p. 8. 

'' On one point all are agreed, that the magnificent triple cloister, 
the Stoa Basilica, built by Herod, stood on tiie top of the southern 
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wall, and the appearance of tlds when perfect must have heen grander 
than anything we know of elsewhere. It is almost impossible to 
realize the effect which would be produced by a building longer and 
higher than York Cathedral, standing on a solid mass of masonry 
almost equal in height to the tallest of our church spires ; and to this 
we must add the dazzling whiteness of stone fresh from the mason's 
hands," — Recovery of Jentsalem, p. 9. 
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CHAPTER n. 

1 Christ tumeth water into wine ; 12 Departeth into Capernaum, 
and to Jerusalem ; 14 Where he purgeth the Temple of buyers 
and sellers; 19 He foreteUeth His Death and Resurrection; 
23 Many believed because of His miracles, biU He would not 
trust Himself unth them. 

Cana of Galilee, the village where our Savioiir turned the water into 
wine, and where he afterwards healed the nobleman's son, (John iv. 
46,) was the home of Nathanael. (John xxi. 2.) There is some doubt 
&s to the true site of the ancient Cana. But the truth of the Gospel 
narratiye is not in any way affected by our uncertainty as to the site 
of Cana. 

1 And the third day there was a marriage in Cana^ of 
Galilee : and the Mother of Jesus was there :* 



^ Cana. ** About two miles farther, 
(that is, five miles from Sepporeh,) is 
Kepher Ketma, where, the Latins say, 
oar Savionr wrought His first miracle of 
tnmiiig water into wine at the marriage 
of Cana. On the south side of the tU- 
lage is a fountain, out of which, they say, 
the water was taken that was turned into 

?rine It is certain this situation, 

60 near Nazareth, makes it very probable 
that it was Uie place where this miracle 
was wrought ; but the Greeks have a tra- 
dition that it was at Cana, on the west 
side of the plain of Zabulon, about three 
or four miles north-west of Sepporeh ; 
and it is Tery extraordinary they should 
allow that tiie water was carried from this 
fountain, which is at the distance of four 
or five miles from it. Whichever was the 
place, it seemed to be a matter unsettled 
about the beginning of the last century, 
when a writer on the Holy Land (Quaresi- 
mos) endeavoured to fix it here, as the 
most probable place; though Adrichomius 
seems to give such a description of it 
from several authors, as would incline to 
think thak it vras the other Eana." — 
Pocock's TraveUf ii. 66. 

Dixon {Holy Landi i. 332) discusses 
the claims of these two places to be the 
Cana of Scripture at great length, and 
gives it in tavour of Eefr Eenna. Bobin- 



son is in favour of Khurbet K£n&, or 
E&n& el J&Ul, as he calls it. {Bib Re- 
searches, iii. 205.) 

" Cana rises at a gentle elevation, facing 
the south-west. We stopped at a foun- 
tain of exoeUent water, flowing beneath 
the village through delicious groves of figs 
and pomegranates, the souroe, doubtless, 
of the very water that was made wine." — 
Lord Lindsay's Letters on Holy Land, 
u. 84. 

a And the Mother of Jesus was there. 
— "Now Mary had very near kindred in 
this town of Cana, namely, Mary the wife 
of AlphsBUs, or Cleopas, and all that 
family by that relation. For — 1. Mary 
the wife of Cleopas is called her sister 
(John xix. 25), and that same Mary is 
called the mother of James and Joses 
(Matt, xxvii. 56), which were undoubtedly 
the sons of Alphfeus (Mark iii. 18) ; so 
" that Alphffius and Cleopas were but one 
and the same name, and Mary his wife 
was very near allied to the Virgin Mary. 
2. AlphaBUS and his family lived in Cana, 
as may be collected by this, that one of his 
sons, namely, Simon, is called a Canaanite 
to distinguish him from Simon Peter. 
(Mark iii. 18, and vi. 3.) And he is 
called a Canaanite, as meaning and im- 
porting that he was a man of Cana. 

" That this marriage therefore was in 
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2 (And both Jesus was called), and His disciples, to the 
marriage. 

(Aif. And JesQB also was bidden.) 

The Evangelist does not say that the mother of Jesus was inyited, 
but that she was there ; that Jesus was invited, and that the inyitation 
was extended to His disciples. All this goes to make it probable that 
this was the marriage of some intimate £nend or relative of the £amily. 
Not a word is said about Joseph, the husband of Mary, whether he 
were at the marriage or not. The last occasion on which he was 
mentioned, was eighteen years before this, when Jesus was twelve 
years old. (Luke ii. 41.) Hence it is concluded, with some degree 
of probability, that Joseph was not living when Jesus began His public 
Ministry. 

The disciples who were invited along with Jesus to the marriage 
were not His Apostles. Jesus did not choose His Apostles until after 
John Baptist was cast into prison ; (Matt. iv. 12 ;) and the events 
related in this chapter took place before that event. (John iii. 24.) 
The disciples were probably the five mentioned at the end of the la^ 
chapter : viz., Andrew and his companion, whose name is not given, 
but supposed to be the Evangelist St. John ; Simon Peter, Philip, and 
Nathanael. Another ground for thinking that St. John was present at 
this miracle, is the circumstantiality with which he relates it. It has 
been observed that he gives to this miracle a minuteness of detail 
which he only gives to the actions at which he himself was present. 
His not naming himself is in keeping with his usual custom. 

The third day. The events of the last few days St. John records 
with a chronological exactness that is remarkable. The third day 
may mean from the event last mentioned, from the conversation which 
Jesus had held with Nathanael, and His departure into Galilee. This 
would leave one clear day between His departure into Galilee and the 
marriage in Cana. Some have thought that the third day is dated from 
the testimony of John the Baptist. John stood, and two of his disciples, 
and he testified of Jesus, and they followed Him. And the day following 
Jesus would go into Galilee, and meeteth with Philip and Nathanael, and 
the third day there was a marriage. If the latter be the meaning in- 
tended, St. John would teach us that Jesus began to work His miracles 
and to exercise His Ministry publicly on the fourth day after His return 
from the Xeniptation. 

Alphffins's house may be supposed upon gelist presently after the story of this 

this: That — 1. Mary and Jesus their near feast, speaketh of brethren of Jesus, that 

kindred are invited, and all Jesus' disci- is, His kinsmen, that went with Him to 

pies for His sake. 2. That Mary the Capernaum (ver. 12), whereas He had no 

mother of Jesus is so careful about the kinsmen in His company before this feast 

wine, lest the feast should be spoiled, and at all. Now these kinsmen or brethren 

the bridegroom and his family should be were James and Judas, and Simon, and 

disgraced by it. And 8, In that the Evan- Joses (Mark yi. 8)."~Lightfoot, i. 541. 
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3 [(And when they wanted wine), the Mother of Jesus 
said nnto Him, They have no wine.] 

[S.* And they bad no wine, beeanse the wine of the marriage was finished. Then 
said the Mother of Jesus unto Him, There is no wine.] 
(Alf. And when wine failed.) 

4 [Jesus saith] unto her, Woman, what have I to do 
with Uiee ? Mine hour is not yet come. 

[V. A. And Jesns saith.] 

The meaning of our Saviour's reply to His Mother is one of the 
most difficult passages in the Gospels, as is shown by the number of 
interpretations that have been given of it in ancient as well as in 
modem times. The importance of a right view of this subject is a 
sufficient justification for an explanation of almost any length. But 
far be it from the presumption of any man to say that our Saviour's 
words mean this or that and nothing else. The words must certainly 
be understood in a sense that is consistent with the context, and with 
what is related of the Virgin Mary, and of our Lord's treatment of her, 
in other places of the Gospels. The general conclusions here arrived 
at are : 

1. Christ's words do not imply a rebuke to His Mother. 

2. They are an explanation of the principle on which He would 
act throughout His Ministry : viz., that no love of kindred, that no 
considerations of human relationship would influence Him in His 
conduct, except on one single occasion, and that had not yet arrived. 

1. Our Saviour's own words to His Mother do not necessarily 
imply a rebuke to her. Conduct in her such as to require a rebuke 
from her Son would be inconsistent with all her former life. Unless 
impelled by the unmistakeable sense of the words, why should we select 
a meaning to this passage which attributes to the Blessed Virgin a 
weakness which hitherto she had never shown, and which is incon- 
sistent with every action which is recorded of her? At no time, 
either before this or after it, does she show any love of personal 
influence, any desire to gain applause among her friends, by her power 
over her Son, or by her connection with Him in any way. This might 
be very naturally the conduct of an ordinary woman. But the 
Blessed Virgin was not an ordinary woman. Human as she was, she 
had always acted on higher motives than the generality of mankind. 
In the trial under which Zacharias failed, in the belief of God's 
promise contrary to the general course of nature, she was triumphant. 
Zacharias did not believe the word of the angel that a child should be 
bom to him, because he was an old man and his wife well stricken in 
years. But the Blessed Virgin did not disbelieve the angel's word, 
that she should conceive in her womb and bring forth a son, because 
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she was tmmarried. Her exclamation was: " Behold the handmaid of 
the Lord : be it unto me according to thy word." This had been the 
principle of her life ever since. The angel said unto her: " Hail, thou 
that art highly favoured, (or full of grace), the Lord is with thee : 
blessed art thou among women." (28.) Is it reasonable to suppose 
that she of whom this was said would act on the usual low motives 
that influence others ? 

We have the testimony of the angel that up to the time of the 
Annunciation she had acted on the very highest of motives. Are we 
then to conclude that her thirty years' intercourse with God — winter- 
course such as no other being was ever fsivoured with, are we to 
conclude that this had no influence with her, or rather that it had a 
degenerating influence, that it gave her a lower tone of action than 
before ? Was she less holy, more selfish, and more unworthy than 
before ? It would be impossible to conceive this ; it would contradict 
all our experience. 

Nor was the Blessed Virgin an uninterested spectator of the mighty 
events that were taking place around her. We know that she had 
watched with eager eyes every development of the great Mystery, her 
miraculous Conception of Jesus, His Birth, His Life. She had kept 
all these things, and pondered them in her heart (ii. 19). She was 
probably aware of His Baptism by John, of the visible descent of the 
Holy Spirit upon Him, it may be, too, of His Temptation, and of the 
witness of the Baptist. 

What had she now said to Him to require a rebuke ? His loving 
subjection to her for thirty years did not embold"en her to bid Him, or 
even to intercede with Him, in behalf of her friends. She simply 
states their need, and leaves the consideration of it to Himself. Her 
only words are, " They have no wine." Are these such words as to 
require a rebuke from our Lord to His Mother, and that Mother, such 
as the Blessed Virgin was, before all the assembled company, and to 
be handed down for all ages as a memorial against her ? 

The term '' woman," in our translation, imparts a degree of harsh- 
ness to the sentence, which it does not possess in the original. 
Unless our Lord had called her, Mother, no other word in the Greek 
language would have been so tender or so delicate as the term, which 
we have translated " woman." 

2. Our Saviour's answer to His Mother, is an explanation of the 
principle, on which He would act throughout His whole public 
Ministry, which He was then just commencing. No love of kindred, 
no considerations of mere human relationship would influence Him, 
except on one single occasion, and that time had not yet come. His 
miracles must be performed for the glory of God, and the salvation of 
man, irrespective of all family ties. The public statement of this 
principle of action was neccessary at the beginning of His Ministry, 
and an opportunity offers itself in the house of an intimate friend or 
relation before the working of His very first miracle. 
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The common opimon, and one very consonant with the usual 
practice among men, no doubt would be that His power to work 
miracles might be fairly exercised for the special benefit of His friends 
and relations. Something of the kind seems to have been the feeling 
of the woman, who exclaimed, '^ Blessed is the womb that bare Thee, 
and the paps which Thou hast sucked." (Luke xi. 27.) A similar 
feeling He corrected, when those around said unto Him, '' Behold Thy 
Mother and Thy brethren stand without, desiring to speak with Thee." 
(Matt. xii. 47.) 

The Mother of Jesus saith unto Him, ''They have no wine." 
Through the length of the feast, or the number of guests, or, more 
probably, through the poverty of the bridal party, the wine had failed. 
He, who was her Son, and their friend or relation, could supply their 
want. Such might be the current of her thoughts, and our Sayiour 
answers those thoughts. Jesus saith unto her. Woman, what have I 
to do with thee ? or, what is there in common to thee and Me ? He 
inherited from His Mother His Human nature, but that could not 
perform miracles. His power as God could alone work miracles, and 
that could not be exerted for the assistance of those who were relations, 
merely becaase they were connected by the ties of family or blood. 
An hour would come when He would fully recognize in His Mother 
the strong claims of human relationship, the claims which she had 
npon Him for assistance and support as His Mother. That hour 
would not be until He was hanging on the Cross, then He would as a 
Son proyide a home for His Mother in the house of His beloved 
disciple, St. John the Evangelist. (John xix. 26.) 

His Mother sees from His answer to her that He will supply the 
want of wine, though His reason for so doing will not be the one 
which she had supposed — His relationship to the bridal party, but for 
the manifestation of His glory, and that His disciples might believe on 
Him. In this persuasion 

5 His mother said unto the servants. Whatsoever He 
saith unto you, do it.^ 

6 (And) there were [set] there six waterpots of stone, 
after the manner of the purifying of the Jews, (containing) 
two or three firkins apiece. 

[S. Omits, set.] 
(Alf. Now— holding.) 

7 [Jesus] saith unto them, Fill the waterpots with 
water. And they filled them up to the brim. 

[8. And Jesns.] 



^ See note on Chap. xvii. 18. 
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8 And He said unto them, Draw out now, and bear 
unto (the governor) of the feast. And they bare it. 

(Alf. The raler.) 

The servants were required to fill the waterpots, that they might 
be evidence that no fraud or deception was practised — ^they were to fill 
waterpots, of which there could be no suspicion — they were to fill them 
with water, and up to the brim, that there might be no possibility of 
fraud by pouring into them any liquid or drug, so as to impart the 
taste and colour of wine. 

At a very moderate calculation these six stone jars or waterpots 
would contain 110 gallons, and at the lowest calculation they would 
hold sixty gallons, a greater quantity of wine than would be consumed 
at this feast. (Smith's Bib. Diet.) 

9 When the ruler of the feast (had tasted the water 
that was made wine), and knew not whence it was : (but 
the servants (which drew) the water knew :) the governor 
of the feast (called) the bridegroom. 

(Alf. Tasted the water now become wine— whioh had drawn — oaUeth). 

10 And saith [unto him], Every man (at the beginning 
doth set forth good wine) : and when men (have well drunk), 
[then] that which is worse ; [but] thou hast kept the good 
wine until now. 

[8. Omits, nnto him : S. V. omit, then : 8. bnt] . 

(Alf. Setteth on the good wine first — are dnmken— omits, bnt). 

The office of mler of the feast was to regulate all the matters of 
the feast, and to decide any question of order and precedence that 
might arise. Whether he was one of the gaests, who might be chosen 
on each occasion to fill this post, or whether he was there for that 
express purpose, his office was evidently one of considerable conse- 
quence. His opinion on all matters would be held decisive, and for 
several reasons. Besides being invested with authority, his anxiety to 
preserve order and decorum would restrain him from anything like 
indulgence himself. Thus the keenness of his own taste would not be 
blunted. His knowledge as to the quality of wine, as we may fairly 
suppose, would from his experience be beyond question. But how 
little did this ruler of the feast know of the depth of meaning which 
his words contained. When he called the bridegroom, and saith unto 
him, ''Every man at the beginning doth set forth good wine ; and when 
men have well drunk, then that, which is worse ; but thou hast kept 
the good wine until now." The real Bridegroom, who was also at tlus 
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feasty the Bridegroom of the Churchy had indeed kept the good wine 
until now. 

The Law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus 
Christ (i. 17). These words are a summary of the difference between the 
Old and the New Coveuant. This difference may also be expressed, and 
was probably meant to be expressed, in another way. The water, 
which Jesus at this marriage-feast converts into wine, is as the bless- 
ings of the Law ; the wine, the good wine, as the richer blessings of 
the Gospel. In this light the miracle wrought at the very beginning 
of His ministry is prophetic of the blessings which He should confer 
on mankind. This miracle not only manifested forth His power as 
God, and strengthened the feeble faith of his disciples in Him ; it was 
also the key-note of the merciful dispensation which He was then 
inaugurating. Looking upon this action of our Saviour in its lowest 
view, not as prophetic, but in its social aspect, the first public display 
of His Divine power would for ever be associated in the minds of men 
with the joys of the bridegroom, the festivities of wedded love, and the 
sanctities of home. 

11 This beginning (of miracles) did Jesus in Cana of 
Galilee, and (manifested forth His glory) : and His disciples 
believed on Him. 

(All. Of HiB miraeles— maaifested His glory.) 

About the character of the act which He had just performed there 
could be no mistake. The witnesses were too many and too inde- 
pendent of each other. Every person at the marriage could bear 
testimony as to the qualities of the wine which He had made. Thus 
by suspending the ordinary course of nature, or by acting above and 
beyond it for a time, Jesus proved that His power was not restrained 
within the same limits as that of a mere man, and therefore that He 
was more than a mere man. By this means He prepared the way for 
His future teaching, that He was sent by the Father^ that He was 
One with the Father, and equal to the Father.^ 

Thus by His presence and first miracle that He wrought, Jesus 
adorned and beautified the holy estate of matrimony. He teaches that 



^ Test of a Miraole— This miracle, as I suppose, would be called medicaUy an 

veil as aU the other miracles that were organic departure from her customary 

wrought by Jesus, wiU amply satisfy laws : an operation too, which mnet abso- 

crery condition required in any fair and lutely hp performed npon man himself or 

exhaustiTe definition of a miracle, as for some other object, after some manner, 

iiistanee in the foUowing, which is one of which BhaU be appreciable in its results 

the moBt recent : by his faculties, and calculated to satisfy 

" By a miracle I understand, speaking them, when in their greatest -vigilance* 

g^erally, not the mere use of the com- that it is a real experience and not a 

mon natural powers, accumulated or en- mere delusion of the senses." — Qlad- 

l^rged, bat an operation involving what, stone^s Studies on Homer ^ iL p. 861* 

S 
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in the exercise of His Divine power He conld be influenced by no 
motives of personal intimacy or human relationship ; He manifests his 
power as God ; He lays the foundation of faith in Him in the hearts 
of His disciples, or confirms what already existed in a feeble, wavering 
condition, and He sets forth, as it were in figure, the rich blessings of 
the Gospel. 

12 After this He went down to [Capernaum], He and 
His Mother, and His brethren, [and His disciples] : [and 
they continued] there not many days.^ 

[S. Y. Caphamamn : S. omits, and His disciples : A. and He continued]. 
(Alf. And there they continned.) 

Capernaum was a city to the N.E. of Cana, situated in '' the land 
of Gennesaret," which was a rich, busy plain on the west shore of the 
Sea of Galilee, and which at that time was one of the most prosperous 
and crowded districts in the whole of Palestine. Being on the shore, 
Capernaum was lower than Nazareth and Cana of Galilee, from which 
the road to it was one of descent. Capernaum was better fitted than 
Nazareth to be the centre from which a knowledge of His teaching and 
miracles could be disseminated. Nazareth was an obscure Tillage, 
where He Himself was despised for the supposed lowliness of His 
Birth and connections. 

This appears not to be the journey to Capernaum mentioned 
in St. Matt. iv. 18, because that was after John Baptist had been 
cast into prison. This would seem to be before. (John iii. 24 ; 
iv. 1). 

His Mother, and His brethren, and His disciples are still with 
Him. Our Lord's brethren are mentioned nine times in the Gospel 
and once in the Acts of the Apostles. Two explanations of tins 
expression are given. 1. The traditionary interpretation which dates 
from Tapias the scholar of St. John, and which has received the sanc- 
tion of almost all the commentators of antiquity. In a very remark- 
able fragment, which has come down to our time, Tapias enumerates 
the various Maries that are mentioned in the Gospels, and he says that 
our Lord's brethren were His cousins, the children of the Mary who 



1 " Oapemaum is componnded of two or the Town of Consoktion, which name 

words, Gephar and Naum. Now that Ge- suited very well with it, now when Ghrist 

phar signifieth a village, it is undoubted, had His habitation in it, but it is com- 

for the word occurreth several times in monly supposed that it was called DW» 

that sense in the Old Testament, (1 Sam. or the Town of Beauty, because of the 

yi. 18 ; 1 Chron. xxvii. 35 ; Nehemiah vi. pleasant situation of it on the banks of 

2, &Q,) But whether the latter word Gennesaret, and because of the beauty of 

Naum were written DIPO or DIHS is some the buildings of the town itself.'* — ^Light- 

dpubtfulness. The Hebrew map of Oa- foot, L 539. 
naan whites it DirUi the Town of Nahum, 
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was the wife of Cleopas or AlphsBus, and sister to the Blessed Virgin. 
This would be in strict accordance with the common Jewish custom, 
which was to call all relatives by the name of bretJiren. Thus, 
Abraham was uncle to Lot, and yet he says they were brethren. (Gen. 
xiii. 8). Laban was uncle to Jacob, and yet he calls him his brother. 
(Gen. xxix, 15.) 

2. The other opinion is that His brethren were the real brothers 
and sisters of our Lord in the common acceptation of the word. This 
is quite a modem interpretation, and is chiefly held by a few to whom 
novelty is a recommendation, rather than otherwise, especially if it 
gives scope for the nice adjustment of intellectual probabilities. Even 
if the probabilities were equal, which is by no means the case, an 
instinctive reverence would incline us to adopt the former interpretation, 
and rather to shrink from the latter. 

19 (And the Jews' Passover) was at hand, and Jesus 
went np to Jerusalem.^ 

(Alf. And the Passoyer of the Jews.) 

St. John expressly indicates three Passovers by name; the one here, 
another chap. vi. 4, and the last chap, xviii. 89. He also mentions a 
Feast of the Jews (v. 1)^ which most commentators^ ancient and 
modem, agree in explaining of the Feast of the Passover. He thus 
speaks of four Passovers during our Saviour's ministry, while the other 
three Evangelists mention only one Passover, namely, that at which 
Jesus was crucified. But there is no contradiction between St. John 
and the other three Evangelists as to the number of the Passovers. 
For none of those three ever utter a single word that in any way implies 
that the Passover, of which they speak, is the only one tiiat occurred 
during Christ's Ministry. 

The reason that leads the three first Evangelists to allude to one 
Passover only, while St. John speaks of three at least, was probably 
this, St. Matthew, St. Mark, and St. Luke, confine themselves almost 
exclusively to the history of Christ's sayings and doings in Galilee, 
they never relate any of His works in Jud»a, until He went up to 
^Jerusalem the last time for His Crucifixion, while St. John chiefly re- 
cords his ministry in JudsBa, and principally in Jerusalem. To take 
St. Matthew as a representative of the other three ; from chapter iv. to 
xix. is taken up entirely with our Saviour's work in Galilee. In chap. 
xix. he sets out on His journey to Jerusalem for the Crucifixion, and 
from xxi. to the end is contained the history of the last week of 
His Ministry. Thus only one visit to Jerusalem is here recorded. 
But it is very different in St. John's Gospel. His special object 



^ See Introdnotory note to ehi^. yiiL 

B 2 
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eTidently was to record that portion of Our Saviour's work, wBick 
he performed in Judaaa and Jemsalem, and exceptionally only that in 
Galilee. 

Thus though the Evangelists have given different results, they have 
been actuated by the same principle, namely to note the time of the 
Passover when it is in some way connected with the events which they 
are describing. For instance, it would have been impossible to give 
anything like a full account of the Crucifixion without recording that it 
occurred during the celebration of the Passover, and therefore all the 
four Evangelists refer to this Passover. But it was easy enough to 
record the Sermon on the Mount, the parable of the sower, or the 
labourers in the vineyard, etc., without alluding to the Passover, because 
these were in no way connected with it. They were not delivered either 
in the place where the Passover was kept, or during the time of its 
celebration. But to describe the purging of the Temple at the first 
Passover during His ministry, as related by St. John vnthout giving any 
intimation that it occurred immediately before the Passover would have 
been to miss some of the principal points in the action. For it was 
probably in consequence of the approaching Passover that the market 
was held in the Temple Court at. all. For this market existed chiefly 
for the convenience of the strangers who flocked to Jerusalem during 
the celebration of the lihree great feasts. It was the Passover that 
collected the immense concourse of people, who by His miracles and 
His teaching were induced to believe in His supernatural power. It 
was the nearness of the Passover that would give to the minds of the 
people a particular significance to His purifying of the Temple. They 
had assembled a few days before the Passover in order to purify 
themselves for the worthy celebration of it, and Jesus shows them that 
God would have his Temple purified as well as the worshippers. 

Four Passovers would comprise three years of His Ministry. The 
time between His Baptism, and this His first Passover is said to be a 
few months, probably six. St. John enables us to see how part of this 
time was spent. Forty days were spent in the Fast before the Tempter 
came to Him. How long the threefold Temptation occupied, we are 
not informed, nor how long He abode in the wilderness after the 
Temptation was ended, and when the angels ministered unto Him, or 
before He returned to John the Baptist. Three days we have account 
of Him at the Jordan, and going into Galilee (John i. 29, 86, 48), and 
the next day after that He is at Cana at the Marriage Feast. This was 
probably the fourth day from His first appearing after He had left the 
vfildemess, and the thnrd since He entertained John's two disciples. We 
have thus a clear account ot six weeks, or thereabouts, of the time 
which He spent between His Baptism and His first Passover. The 
rest was probably spent in going about Galilee and preaching the 
Gospel. 

At the time St. John wrote his Gospel, he was living among the 
Gentile Christians of Asia Minor, and he therefore explains that the 
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PassoTer, to be present at which otur Saviour now goes np to Jernsalem, 
was a Jewish feast. His cleansing of the Temple at the commence^ 
ment of His Ministry had only a temporary effect. When His presence 
was withdrawn we see the Jews returned to their usual profanation, 
and He repeats His work in the early part of the last week of His 
Ministry. (Matt. xxL 12») 

Our word " temple," is the translation of two Greek words, (1) 
Upop, which means the whole consecrated precinct, including the outer 
or unroofed court ; (2) va^, the portion appropriated as the abode of 
God's Presence. In the following paragraph both these words are 
used ; the first when our Lord drives out the buyers and sellers, etc., 
from the Temple, and the second, where he says, ''destroy this 
Temple, and I will raise it up in three days." 

Every Israelite was bound, within the seven days that the Feast of 
the Passover lasted, to these two things — 1. To appear before the Lord 
in the Court, and that with a sacrifice. 2. To solemn joy and mirth, 
and that also with sacrifices. The former was called by the Jews 
appearance ; the latter Chagigah, the festival. God commanded His 
people thus : " Thou shalt sacrifice the Passover unto the Lord Thy God 
of the flock and the herd." (Deut. xvi. 2). The Paschal lambs would be 
taken from the flock, and the after sacrifices the Chagigah from the 
flock and the herd, or from the herd only. The Targum oC» Jonathan 
says : " Ye shall kill the Passover before the Lord your God, between 
the eves, and your sheep and oxen on the morrow, in that very day, 
in joy of the feast." (Lightfoot ii. 367*) It was to sell to the people the 
Paschal lambs, and the sheep and oxen for the Chagigah sacr&ces, that 
the market was held in the Temple Court, dther by the priests or by 
their connivance and authority. 

As the Passover was instituted before the establishment of the priest- 
hood, and the services of the Tabernacle, many things were omitted in 
the first Passover, which were afterwards observed in the later Passovers. 
The Egyptian Passover was necessarily more simple and less ceremonial 
than the perpetual Passover. Several injunctions are given in Exodus^ 
which evidently^ were not intended for the first Passover, and custom 
introduced other usages, that were not commanded, but which were not 
inconsistent with the original institution. As instances of this may 
be mentioned the practice of drinking four cups of wine at the 
Paschal Supper, which was common in even the poorest households, 
and of singing the Hallel, or service of praise, consisting of the 
series of psalms from cxiii. to cxviii. The Passover bullock offered 
as the Chag^h were not offered in the Egyptian Passover, though 
they are plainly alluded to afterwards, Deut. xvi. 2; 2 Chron. 
XXXV. 7y 8, 9, and are constantly mentioned by the Jewish writers on 
the Passover. 

14 (And found) in the temple {iv r^ tep^) [those that 
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sold oxen, and sheep,] and doves, and the changers of 
money sitting. 

[S. Thftt Bold Bheep and oxen.] 
(Alf. And He found.) 

15 [And when He had made a scourge of small cords, 
He drove them] all out of the temple, (and the sheep, and 
the oxen) : and poured out the changers' money, and over- 
threw the tables, 

[S. He made a soonrge of small oords and drove ihem.] 
(Alf. Both the sheep and the oxen — ^their tables.) 

16 (And said unto them that sold doves), Take these 
things hence : make not My Father's house an house of 
merchandise. 

[A. And make not.] 

(Alf. And to them that sold the doTes, He said.) 

17 [And] His disciples remembered that (it was written, 
The zeal of Thine house hath eaten Me up). 

[S. V. Omit, And. 8. V. A. Of Thine house eateth Me np.] 
(Alf. It is written, My zeal for Thine house shall eat Me up.) 

The market here mentioned was held in the Temple or in the outer 
Court, andy as mentioned above, was for the sale of such animals as were 
required for the sacrifices of the Temple. The money-changers were 
there to facilitate the purchase of these animals as well as the payment 
of the Temple-rate, the half-shekel, which each man from twenty years 
old was to pay as an offering' to the Lord. (Exod. xxx. 18.) No defence 
is set up for this traffic on the ground that it had a kind of quasi-religious 
character about it, as being chiefly in the hands of the priests, or that 
the animals were required for God's service, and the payment for the 
maintenance of the Temple and its worship, for incense-wood, shew- 
bread, etc., or that the sale was not exactly in the Temple, but in the 
outer Court. The house of God was for prayer, and not for trade, and 
the unhallowed selfish thoughts, which are too apt to mingle themselyes 
with trade. 

It is probable that the practice of holding their market in 
the Temple Court was introduced after their return from the 
Captivity, as none of the prophets allude to it. This time Jesus 
accuses them of sacrilege only; the next time, when he expels 
them from the Temple He accuses them of extortion and injustice : 
He says they had made His Fathei^s house a den of thieves.) Matt* 
xxi. 12.) 
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Some of the aneients were accustomed to look npon our Lord's 
expnision of the buyers and sellerSy etc., from the Temple as one of 
His greatest miracles. One man, outwardly like themselveS) backed 
by no earthly authority, ejects from the Temple a multitude, whose gains 
and whose character He attacks. The awe inspired by His deed, and 
by the manner of the doer of it, renders them powerless to resist. 

A strict translation of the Oreek would rather imply that it was 
the sheep and the oxen which He drove out with a scourge of small 
cords: "And when He had made a scourge of small cords. He 
drove all out of the Temple, both the sheep and the oxen.'* {irama/f: 
i^aXev ix tov lepov, ra re irpoffara Koi rov^ /3oa9.) The holy indigna- 
tion of His manner, and the power of His words, as well as the conscious- 
ness of their own guilt would {Nrobably be sufficient to expel the men. 

Enraged at their expulsion from the Temple, at the interrupiion to 
their traffic, and at the charge of sacrilege, which Jesus brings against 
them, the Jews in turn accuse Him of acting without authority. They 
knew that He had received no countenance from the chief priests, and 
they require of Him a sign to prove that He was commissioned by God 
to act as He did. 

As a proof of His divine power, of His commission from God and 
Oneness with God, He appeals to His future Resurrection. He does 
this in language which they misunderstand. This is o^e of the many 
instances virhere in His conversation with the Jews, our Saviour uses 
words in one sense, which they understand in quite a different sense, 
but which He does not explain to them. The reason doubtless is, 
that they are not in a frame of mind to receive such explanation. 
Either their faith or their knowledge is too imperfect. 

18 (Then anawered the Jews) and said unto Him, 
What sign shewest Thon nnto ns, seeing that Thon doest 
these things ? 

(Alf. The Jews therefore aiuwered.) 

19 Jestis answered and said unto them. Destroy this 
Temple,* {tov vaov tSvtov) and in three days I will raise 
Itup.« 

^ Destroy this Temple (\^<rarc rhv a difiiegaid of logioal prindples would 

ra^r TovTop), — ** Eyen recent expositore involTe speedh in iaextrioable oonfoaion.*' 

erroneonBly take Imperatiye in John ii. —Winer's Qramnuw of New Te$tamtiU, p. 

19 ; XX. 22, for a Fntore, supporting their 82a 

TiewB hy a reference to the Hebrew of * In three days (h rpurlp Wp«<f ) 

snoh paftBages as Gen. xx. 7 ; xlv. 18. In- ** does not signify that three whole days 

Mmnoh as erery command relates to a are to be spent on something, but that 

fatoie time, the Fntnre tense as a general something is to take place vrithin that 

expression of fatorify, may be used for space of time, and, by oonseqnenee, before 

we ImperatiTe; but the special form of its expiration.*'— Winer's Qrammar of 

«e Imperatiye cannot, vice vend, be em- New Teetament, p. 404. 
ployedfor tiie more general Future. Such 
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20 Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this 
temple in building, and wilt Thou (rear it up) in three 
days ? 

(Alf. Baise it.) 

21 But He spake [of the Temple of His Body.] 

' [8. Of the temple of the Body.] 

22 When therefore He was risen from the dead, His 
disciples remembered that He had said this [unto them] : 
and they believed the Scripture, and the word which Jesus 
(had said). 

[8. V. A. Omit, imto them,] 

(Alf. Omits, unto them— had spoken.) 

The Jewish historian, Josephns, confirms the statement of 
the Jews as to the length of time it had taken to boild and 
to beautify the Temple, which was then standing, and as it 
then was. Josephas was with the Boman army when, about forty 
years after this, they besieged and took Jerusidem, and destroyed 
the Temple. 

Boughly speaking there had been three temples. The first was 
built by Solomon, and was completed in seyen years. (1 Kings vi. 87.) 
This was plundered and burnt by the Chald»ans under Nebuchad- 
nezzar, when he carried the two tribes captive to Babylon, b.g. 584. 
(2 Kings XXV. 13-15 ; 2 Chron. xxxvi. 17-20.) The second temple 
was bmlt by Zerubbabel after their return firom the seventy years' 
captivity at Babylon. (Ezra iii. 12.) This second temple, which was 
greatly inferior to the first temple in glory and splendour, Herod 
the Great, about sixteen years before the Birth of Christ, began 
to rebuild. He did this in order to conciliate the people, 
and to reconcile them to his usurped rule over them, and his 
successors had continued to add to it, and adorn and beautify 
it up to the present time. In this way it could be said that the 
building of the present Temple had been extended over forty-six 
years. 

Our Lord's words, " Destroy this Temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up " were prophetic. They had much the same force as if He 
had said, *' You will destroy this Temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up again.*' When they quote these words against Him before 
the Council, they incorrectly represent Him as saying that He would 
destroy the temple, not that they would. (Mark xiv. 58.) He spake of 
the Temple of His Body, where dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead. 
They thought that He spake of the Temple, where God occasionally, but 
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specially, manifested His Presence, which was but a type of His Body. 
Neither the Jews nor His disciples understood His words at the time. 
The Jews probably never imderstood them. After His Resurrection, 
His disciples called these words to mind, and recognised the ful- 
filment of them. 

23 Now when He was in Jerusalem^ at the Passover, (on. 
the feast day), many believed in His name (when they 
saw the miracles) which He did.* 

(Alf. At the feast— -beholding Hift miraoles.) 

What was the nature of the miracles which Jesus wrought at the 
Passover, beyond the cleansing of the Temple, we are not informed. 
As afterwards they were probably healing the sick and casting out 
devils. Two instances of the effects which they produced on the mind 
are mentioned. They convinced Nicodemus that Jesus must be a 
teacher come from God, and they attracted the favourable attention of 
the GalUflBans (John iv. 45) who were present at this Passover, and 
bespoke their good will towards Him. It was now four hundred years 
since the Jews had had among them a prophet who had wrought 
miracles. Since the day that Daniel closed the mouth of the lions, 
we have no instance recorded of the working of miracles by any prophet 
or public teacher, until Jesus turned the water into wine at the marriage 
in Gana of Galilee. 

24 (But Jesns did not commit) Himself unto them, 
because he knew all men. 

(All. Tet JesuB did not trnst.) 



1 Olty of Jerosalem. — "From year to 
year as the Holy Family came up from 
Nazareth to Zion for the feasts of their 
faith, they wonld find the great city 
changing in aspect and in character ; 
becoming less and less Jewish, and 
more and more Greek : the plain honse 
of stone giving way to the marhle front, 
the portico, the colonnade, and the paved 
oonrt. AM through those years of the 
Lord's yonth, the Temple was in progress; 
for the princes of Herod's line were all 
artists and builders, and it was the pride 
of Arehelans to carry on the structures 
which his father had commenced." — 
Dixon's Holy Landt i. 232. 

s The feaat-day.— " This feast-day at 
the Passover, may best be conceived to 



be the first day of the festival week, or 
the day after the Passover was eaten ; for 
on that day was the appearance of the 
people in the Court of the Temple, as the 
Law appointed, that thrice every year 
they should appear before the Lordl For 
*that appearing mentioned in the Law 
(saith Bambam) was that every one ap- 
pear in the Court on the first holy day of 
the festival, and bring an offering.' — Jn 
Haggai, per. i. On that day therefore, the 
concourse of the people being the greatest, 
it is most proper to suppose that Christ 
began to show Himself in His miraculous 
power, as He had done a day or two before 
in His prophetic zeal, in driving the 
market out of the Temple." — Lightfoot, 
1.564. 
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25 (And needed not that any) shonld testify of man : 
(for He knew) what was in man. 

(Alf. (And because He needed not that any one — for of Himself He knew.) 

His knowledge of what was in man, induced Him at the beginning 
of His Ministry, when His work was still to do, to withhold Himself 
from the people. But the same knowledge led Him in the fulness 
of time, when His work was done, to trust Himself to them. 
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INTRODUCTOET NOTE TO CHAPTER III. 



Jordan. — " The absurdity of the etymology of Jordan from Jor and. 
Dan, the supposed names of two sources, is obyious ; for the name 
Jordan is merely the Greek form (Iopidv7)si) for the Hebrew ITll 
Jarden, the Descender, which has no relation to the name Dan. 
Further, the name Jordan was applied to the river from the earliest 
tunes ; and we have it constantly in the Scriptures in the time of 
Abraham, at least five centuries before the name was given to the city 
at its source. Yet this etymology goes back at least to the time of 
Jerome. (Comm. in Matt. xvi. 13.) *'Jordanes oritur ad radices 
Libani; et habet duos fontes, unum nomine Jor, et alterum Dan ; qui 
simul mixti Jordanis nomen efl&ciunt," etc. — Robinson's later Bib. 
Res.y p. 412. 

" From the Hasbeya source to the Dead Sea, the direct distance is 
about 120 miles. I estimate the addition to be made for winding of 
the channel from the source to the end of the Sea of Galilee as twenty 
per cent., and for the rest as a hundred per cent, (judging from 
Warren's outline of that part). 

" This would make the water in the first part to be 60 miles long ; 
and in the second part 140 miles, or in all 200 miles of channel, from 
the source to the Dead Sea. 

" The Hasbeya source is 1700 feet above the Mediterranean, and 
the Dead Sea is 1800 feet below the Mediterranean, so that the total 
fall of Jordan is 8000 feet, which would be 15 feet per mile of its 
cliannel, or 25 feet per mile of its direct distance. 

'' The surface of the Lake of Tiberias is 658 feet below the ordinary 
Bea level (its greatest depth is 165 feet). 

'' From Kerah, at its southern end, the river descends about 650 
feet into the Dead Sea. As a genersl outline, then, it may be said 
that the Jordan runs 20 miles, falling 1400 feet, into a basin (Lake 
Hooleh) 12 miles long; then runs 10 miles, falling 700 feet, into 
another basin (Sea of Galilee) 14 miles long ; then runs 65 miles, 
falling 700 feet, into a basin (Dead Sea) 60 miles long and 1800 feet 
deep. Here the waters of Jordan being fresh, and therefore lighter than 
the highly saturated salt water of the Dead Sea, the river stream most 
probably disperses over the upper surface only, and so, being evaporated 
before they mingle much wi^ the brine that lies heavy and deep 
below, they are wafted by the south wind in clouds once more to 
Hermon, and condensed into snow-flakes, with water from the Abana 
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and Pharpar^ also borne np to Hermon, they trickle down again to nm 
along old Jordan's bed, their endless round." — MacGregor's Jordan^ 
p. 817. 

" During the whole course of the Jordan from source to end there 
does not seem to be one notable cascade or regular * fall.' " — ^p. 809. 

*' The Jordan seems never to have been navigable for traflBc. If 
any boat went down the lower part before Molyneux (1847), or the 
upper part before the Bob Roy (1868), it must have been for explo- 
ration." 

Newbold says (As. Soc. I., vol. xvi. 28), "that we hear no mention 
of boats or bridges in the different passages of the Israelites.'^ " Ferry- 
boats, however, seem to have been established very early : we hear of 
one for Jordan in 2 Sam. xix. 18." — MacGregor's Jordan^ p. 416. 

'' The Jordan flows through a rent or fissure in the plain some 
twenty or thirty feet below the level of the broad ancient river-bed ; so 
that the fringe of reeds or canes, which makes the bank bright and 
cool, is invisible a few yards oflF." — Dixon's Holy Land, i. p. 295. 

" Nine hours after leaving Jerusalem, we reached the banks of the 
river, concealed till you are close upon it by dense thickets of trees, 
reeds, and bushes, the pride of Jordan, growing luxuriantly to the very 
edge of the water." — ^Lord Lindsay's Letters on Holy Land, ii. p. 64. 

'' I found when I came to the river-side, that the track re-appeared 
upon the opposite bank, plainly showing that the stream had been 
fordable at this place. Now, however, in consequence of the late rains, 
the river was quite impracticable for baggage horses. A body of 
waters, about equal to the Thames at Eton, but confined to a narrow 
channel, poured down in a current so swift and heavy, that the idea of 
passing with laden baggage horses was utterly abandoned." — Eothen, 
p. 140. 

** We had skirted the band of foliage from the shorQ of the Lake, 
delighting in the varied tints of orange, red, and greens of every hue, 
against the background of dark-blue mountains behind it : now descend- 
ing into the depth of the ghor, or deep valley which the rushi'ng Jordan 
has worn for itself, we entered into the charming shade of the tall fine 
trees — ^poplars, willows, tamarisks, planes, terebinths — and a thick 
jungle of agnus castus and everlastings, both in blossom, the fine tall 
canes waving their beautiful flowery heads and flaunting leaves in the 
breeze — 'the reeds shaken by the wind.' These reeds are the 
Arundo donax, the ' Pride of Jordan,' on which the young lions iay 
when they mourned — because the floods came and hid the reeds, and 
they were chased away. Zech. xi. 8. 

** The plain of the Jordan— now called El Gh6r — would appear to 
have been always the most important plain in Israel, as its name in 
Scripture is Ha-arabah (Joshua xviii. 18), the plain par excellence ; 
and the river is the only really large one in the land of Canaan : its 
three sources we had seen already — ^tnat at Hasbeiya — that at Tell el 
Khady — and that at Banias ; but the ancient inhabitants reckoned only 
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the last as its Teritable source: the Hebrew name is Tarden^ the 
descender; and the old Arabic writers preserved this in the word 
'Ordotm for the upper part of the stream — below the Lake of Galilee 
it is called Scheriat-el-Eebeer, the great watering-place. The valley 
is inclosed between ridges, rising with steep precipitous sides, between 
1000 and 2000 feet ; the eastera side is the loftiest ; the breadth of 
the valley here is about nine or ten miles ; but it becomes very much 
narrower farther north. The river is itself snnk below the level of the 
valley between two sets of banks ; those confining the water are low ; 
the upper ones are much higher, and at a considerable distance from 
the stream : the continuous rush' of its volume of water has worn this 
kackfor itself: lower down, all along the Jericho plain, there are 
three sets of terrace banks ; the middle one is covered with shrubs, 
canes, and low herbs. The average breadth of the river is about 
150 feet. 

'^ Its valley, from being so much depressed below the level of the 
Mediterranean, is of an intensely hot climate — ' a gigantic furnace,' 
as Yan de Weld calls it, in the vivid account he gives of his own 
sufferings there : he was in the Ghdr in the month of May, when, of 
coarse, the inevitable scirocco was constantly upon them, and he 
says that ' the heat was considerably worse to bear than anything he 
had ever felt even in South Africa.' " — Beaufort's Travels in Syria, 
ii. p. 186. 

" We were particularly struck with the appearance of the Jordan 
valley, over which far and wide was spread a bright green carpet of 
torf, a sight we had not seen before in Palestine." — Recovery of 
Jerusalem, p. 874. 
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CHAPTER m. 

1 Christ teacheth Nicodemus the necessity of regeneration; 14 Of 
faith in His Death ; 16 The great love of Ood towards the world; 
18 Condemnation for unbelief; 23 The baptism, witness, and 
doctrine of John concerning Christ. 

The following conversation between Jesus and Nicodemus was held at 
Jerusalem^ whither He, and the five disciples before mentioned, had 
gone up for the Passover. His driving out the buyers and sellers, etc., 
from the Temple, and purging it of all sacrilegious traffic, as well as 
the other miracles which he had wrought, had begun to draw upon Him 
the attention of the more earnest among those who were present at 
this Passover. The reappearing of a Teacher among them who could 
work miracles, after the cessation of this power for four hundred years, 
would necessarily excite the greatest interest amongst all classes at 
Jerusalem. 

Among those who had been forcibly struck by the miracles which 
Jesus wrought was Nicodemus. The Evangelist mentions two points 
which make the conversion of Nicodemus to the teaching of Jesus the 
more remarkable — his religious belief and his worldly position. He was a 
Pharisee, one of the sect which was the bitterest persecutor of Jesus 
all through His Ministry, and the effect of whose principles was so 
radically opposed to the humility which He inculcated. He was also a 
ruler of the Jews, a member of the Sanhedrin, the great Council of 
the Jewish nation. By principle he was most opposed to the teaching 
of JesuSy and by his position he had the power to oppose its progress. 
The conversion of such a man proved at once the power of the Oospel 
and the sincerity of the man. 

1 (There was) a man of the Pharisees, named Nico- 
demus, a ruler of the Jews.^ 

(Alf. But there was.) 



1 " Nicodemus undoubtedly was a spec- 
tator and witness of the miracles which 
Jesus had done at the Passover ; and so 
the Syrian translator seemethto conclude, 
when he rendereth the beginning of this 
chapter thus : * Now there was one of the 
Pharisees named Nicodemus there ;' and 
80 his own words seem to argue, as spoken 
not upon hearsay, but upon ocular witness, 



* We know that Thou art a Teacher come 
from God, for none can do such miracles/ 
&o. He having seen those wondrous 
workings by day came to Jesus that night, 
as may in most probability be conjectured 
and the word wicrhs venr properly rendered 
in such a definite and determinate oon- 
struction."— lightfoot, i. 562. 
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2 The same [came to Jesus] by night, and said unto 
Him, Kabbi, we know that Thou art a teacher come from 
God : [for no man] can do these miracles that Thou doest, 
except God be with him. 

[S. v. A. Came to Him ; S. and no man.] 
(Alt Came to Him.) 

It was no great proof of cowardice in Nicodemas to come to 
Jesus by night. Had he not possessed great sincerity of cha- 
racter, he was just in that position of life, that woold have de- 
terred him from coming at aU. He was a ^' master of Israel, a 
*' ruler of the Jews," one who was accastomed to sit in the 
Conncil of the nation. On the other hand Jesns was repated, 
and as far as Nicodemus would know, correctly reputed, to be 
the son of a poor carpenter in an ignoble Tillage in the despised 
districts of Gallilee, and His disciples five poor illiterate fisher- 
men from the same district. To attach himself to such a com- 
pany as this required in Nicodemus an unusual share of honesty 
and moral courage. Nothing but a very strong conriction of 
the truth of what Jesus had said, coupled with an eager desire 
to learn more about it, could have influenced a man in his rank 
of life to come even by night to Jesus. Night, too, was pro- 
bably the only time during which he could gain a private inter- 
riew with Jesus. If he came, as some have thought, the very 
next night after he had seen the miracles and heard the doctrine, 
it would be a proof of his eagerness and earnestness as well as 
of his courage. This was looked upon as a proof of his sincerity 
rather than of his fear. In the two other places where Nicodemus 
is mentioned it is added, as if to his credit, that it was he who came 
to Jesus by night. (John vii. 50 ; xix. 89.) 

It is uncertain whether Nicodemus meant to imply by the phrase 
''we know," etc., that the Sanhedrin as a body was convinced of this, 
or whether he referred to himself personally, using, as is common in 
many languages, the first person plural for the first person singular, 
or whether he meant that it was commonly known and acknowledged, 
as being a matter which was put beyond all question by the miracles 
which He had wrought. 

As far as we can leam from the narrative, the five disciples men- 
tioned in the first chapter were still with Jesus, and it may be that 
St. John was himself present at the interview between Jesus and Nico- 
demus. Though this is not stated, there is nothing improbable in the 
supposition. 

3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I 
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say unto thee, except a man be bom (again), he cannot see 
the Kingdom of God.^ 



[S. OmitB, and said unto him.] 
(Margin, from above.) 
(Alf. Anew.) 



1 «« Verily, verily, Greek, Amen, amen. 
Consider these two particulars concerning 
it: 1. What our Saviour doth properly 
intend and mean by Amen, when He useth 
it so oft. And, 2. Why John the Evan- 
gelist doth constantly use it doubled, 
when the other three never use it so 
ataU. 

** 1. As to the first, it is to be observed 
that the word Amen is an Hebrew word, 
and is very commonly used in the Old 
Testament : but this withall is to be ob- 
served, that it is never used in the Old 
Testament but by way of wishing or ap- 
preciation (the 16th verse of Isaiah Ixv. 
only excepted) . As when it cometh single, 
as Deut. xxvii., twelve times over, where 
the LXX. render it ytyotro, be it done ; 
1 Kings i. 86, where the LXX. have it 
yitfono Zvrwst so be it; Nehem. v. 13, 
Jer. xxviii. 6, Psal. ovi. 48. Or when it 
cometh double, Ntmib. v. 22, Psal. xli. 18, 
and Ixxii. 19, and Ixxxix. 52, which the 
LXX. express yivoito, yhoiroy be it done, 
be it done, or so be it, so be it. Li all 
these places it is used by way of prayer 
or imprecation, according as the subject 
matter was to which it was applied, as 
Daind Kimchi expresseth it. It is spoken, 
saith he, either by way of prayer, or by 
way of undertaking, as that they take 
upon them a curse if they transgress. 

" But in these utterances of our Saviour 
the sense of it is altered from precatory 
to assertory, or from the way of wishing, 
to the way of afHrming: for what one 
Evangelist expresseth, Amen I say unto 
you, this poor widow, &o., Mark xii. 43 ; 
another uttereth 'AAijtfwt \iyw^ of a truth 
I say unto you, Luke xxi. 2; Matthew 
saith. Amen I say unto ^ou, That some 
that stand here, &c., which Luke giveth 
\^» h,yri$&tt of a truth I say unto you 
(ix. 27). So *Afiiiy in Matt, xxiii. 36 is 
rendered vol, truly, Luke xi. 51. For 
indeed the word Amen doth properly 
betoken and signify truth, as is apparent 
by the construction of that verse fore- 
mentioned, Isaiah Ixv. 16. He who 
blesseth himself in the earth, shall bless 
himself in the God of truth ; and he that 
sweareth in the earth, shall swear by the 
God of truth, as not only our English, 



but also B. Sol, and David Kimchi, do 
well render it : and the gloss of Kimchi 
upon the place is worth the citing. He 
saith in the earth, because in lUl the 
world there shall be one truth, and that 
shall be the truth oi the God of truth. 

** Now Christ is called Amen, Bev. iiL 
14, as being not only the faithful and 
true witness, but even He, in whom all 
the promises of God are yea and Amen, 
2 Cor. i. 20, and even truth itself. 

** Therefore when He cometh to publish 
the Gospel, which is that one truth that 
should be in all the world. He speaketh of 
His own, and useth a different style from 
the Prophets (which used to authorise 
their truths with. Thus saith the Lord), 
and speaketh itvrowlirrws, upon His own 
authority as the God of truth. Amen, I 
say unto you. In this word therefore is 
included two things, namely, the truth 
spoken, and the truth speaking it; and 
the expression doth not only import the 
certainty of the things delivered, but also 
recalleth to consider that He that delivers 
it is Amen the God of truth, and truth 
itself. And this consideration will help 
to give a resolution to the second scruple 
that was proposed, and that is, why John 
alone doth use the word doubled, and 
none other of the Evangelists. 

"I am but little satisfied with that gloss 
given by some upon this matter, namely, 
that John doth constantly double this 
word, because the matters spoken by him 
are of a more celestial and sublime strain, 
than the matters spoken by the other 
Evangelists, and therefore the greater 
attention is challenged to them by this 
gemination: for neither can I see, nor 
dare I think of any such superiority and 
inferiority in the writings of the Evan- 
gelists. 

" Nor do I suppose that Christ used this 
gemination Himself (for it is veiy strange 
that in those speeches that this Evan- 
gelist mentioneth He should do so, and 
in the speeches that the others mention 
He should not do so, when it may be 
sometimes it was the very same speech) ; 
but I conceive that the Evangelist hath 
doubled the word, that he might express 
the double sense which the single word in 
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To see the Kingdom of God is to enter into it, as is plain from 
▼erse 5, or to partaie of it ; as to see corruption, Psalm XTi. 10 ; to 
see death, Luke ii. 26, John viii. 61 ; to see evil, Psalm xc. 16 ; to 
see sorrow, Revelations xviii. 7 ; to see good, Ecdesiastes vi. 6, etc., 
is to be in these states, or to puiake of them. In verse 86, to see life 
is to have life. 

• 

4 Nicodemus saith unto Him, How can a man be 
bom when he is old ? can he enter the second time into 
his mother's womb, and be bom ?^ 

, St. John always doubles the Amen, even when the other Evange- 
lists give it singly. He does not contradict their statement, but he 
gives the same in a fuller form. Brevity, so far as was consistent with 
truth, may have been their motive. But vniting last of all the 
Evangelists, and with the special object of recording £he sayings and 
conversations of Jesus at length, he gives if not the veiy words and 
in the very way in which He used them, yet in the way which conveys 
His meaning more fuUy and unreservedly to the people. He also 
relates conversations which the others had omitted, or he relates at 
length what they had recorded in a condensed form. 

The word avwOev translated again, may mean either from above, 
from heaven, or over again, afresh. From verse 4 it would seem, that 
Nicodemus understood it in the sense of over again. 

Every man is bom once, of his parents, which is his natural birth, 
according to the usual course of nature. By this birth he becomes a 



our Saviour's motith, and in the other 
Evangelist 8 inclndeth. And so he addeth 
nothing to what Christ spake, hut ex- 
r^ineth His speech to the ntmost extent. 
Ue saith in the other Evangelists Amen 
singly, but He meaneth thns doubly, 
This is tmth, and I am tmth that speak 
it. Kow John, that he might clear this 
donble meaning, doth doable the word, 
Amen, Amen, the one whereof doth refer 
to the thing that is spoken, and the other 
to the person that speaketh it. 

•• Bnt the question proposed is not yet 
resolved, why John should do thus, rather 
than any of the other: but the same 
answer that resolveth why John should 
relate so many things that none of the 
other three do ever mention, wiU resolve 
this : namely, that it was God's wiU and 
disposal, that there should be four that 
should write the Gospel, and that some 
writing one thing, and some another, 
some after one manner, some another, 
the Stoiy should be divinely made up to 
its full perfection. Kow John wrote last. 



and he had warrant, and opportunity to 
relate what the others- had omitted. And 
as for the particular in hand, he saw that 
the other had only produced this word 
single, as Christ indeed had oontinuaUy 
uttered it, and that they had some of 
them expounded it in a place or two 
^hXriBm and Nal, to show that it was to 
be taken in these speeches in a meaning 
different from that precatoiy strain in 
which it was constantly used in the Old 
Testament, but yet that there was some- 
thing more included in the word, and 
therefore he is warranted by the Holy 
Ghost to explain it to the fuU in two 
words, Amen, Amen. And thns the 
counsels of the Lord of old, uttered and 
revealed by the Prophets, do in the 
preaching of the Gospel by our Saviour 
prove Truth, truth. Isaiah xzv. 1.*' — ^Light- 
foot, i. 585. 

1 Being old.—** So is the Greek verbatim 
(yipwv Av), The Syrian hath kept close 
to the sense given, * Can an old man be 
bom r "— Lightfoot, i. 662. 
P 
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descendant of Adam, and inherits all the weakness to resist temptation 
which belonged to Adam after he had yielded to the temptation of the 
serpent and had disobeyed the command of God. By his natural 
birth every man is bom a child of wrath. (Eph. ii. S.) By his natural 
birth every man is bom in the power of darkness. (Col. L 18.) Bat 
the Baptist came preaching that another kingdom was about to be 
established, the kingdom of heaven, or the kingdom of God ; and he 
persuaded men to prepare to enter into this kingdom of heaven. In 
the next few verses Jesus explains to Nicodemus how to gain admit- 
tance into the kingdom of heaven. It must be by birth, but not the 
birth which he had already passed through. Every man in order 
to see or to enter the kingdom of heaven must be bom afresh, over 
again, or from above. 

In answer to Nicodemus, whose thoughts run entirely on his natural 
birth, and who asks how it was possible for this to be repeated, how 
a man after he has grown old, which may have been Nicodemus's own 
case, can be bom again, our Lord explains that this birth is altogether 
different in character from his first or natural birth. 

6 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee. 
Except a man be bom (of water and of the Spirit,) he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God.^ 

[S. He eaxmot see the kingdom of heayen.] 
(Alt Of water and the Spirit.) 



^Except a man be bom of water, &o.— 
** The qnestion in hand betwixt our 
Saviour and Nicodemus, was about his 
entrance and introduction into the King- 
dom of God, or his coming under the 
days and benefit of Messiah's appearing, 
which he was sensible was now come. 

««And therefore Calvin mistakes and 
mis-states the question in this place, 
which made him so resolutely to refuse 
the general exposition of water for Bap- 
tism. * I can by no means be swayed to 
think that Christ speaketh of Baptism 
here, for that would have been unrea^ 
Bonable.* And why unreasonable ? Why, 
he gives this reason, * Because Christ was 
exhorting to newness of life.' But that 
is not the prime and proper question or 
theme in hand. The matter in hand 
was about Nicodemus' translation into 
the days of the Messias (of which the 
nation had so high thoughts), that is, as 
he thought, into a changed state of hap- 
piness, and, as it was indeed, into a 
changed principling and profession, to 



eome under new grounds of religion, and 
under a new manner of profession difierent 
from what he was under before. Our 
Saviour tells him, he must not think to 
slip into the participation of this Kingdom 
without any more ado than this, 'Now the 
days of the Messias are come, I shall have 
my share of the happiness of them, and 
they will even drop into my mouth ; ' but he 
must be newly moulded, out of his reli- 
ance upon his birth prerogative, out of hifl 
legal righteousness, out of his carnal per- 
formances and ceremonious services, and 
by a new birth, as it were, must be intro- 
duced into this new world and condition. 
Now, even those that deny that Baptism 
is spoken of here, yet cannot deny that 
Baptism was the way which Christ had 
appointed for introduction into this new 
profession ; and if the introduction there- 
unto was the question that was in agita- 
tion, as indeed it was, they can as little 
deny that Baptism is meant and spoken 
of here,"— Lightfoot, i. 527. 
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6 That which (is bom) of the flesh is flesh ; and that 
which (is bom) of the Spirit is spirit. 

(All Hath bean bom— hath been boni.) 

Those only can be citizens of the kingdom of heaven who have a 
spiritual nature. Bat birth by the union of flesh and blood cannot 
impart a spiritual nature. Flesh and blood can only impart a carnal 
nature. Birth through the operation of the Holy Spirit can alone give 
a spiritual nature. Because it is the law of all creation that like 
begets like, that the producer infuses his own nature^ as feur as is pos- 
sible, into that which is produced. 

Jesus warns Nicodemus that he is not to disbelieve in the 
existence of the birth by the operation of the Holy Spirit because he 
cannot see it. There are many things that are not subject to the 
bodUy senses which still have a real existence, and which we judge of 
rather from their effects. What do we know of the wind for instance, 
or what do we know of the soul ? We know them only from certain 
properties, from certain effects or results. We know nothing of their 
origin, of their nature, of their final destination, still we believe in their 
existence ; so is every one that is bom of the Spirit. The senses are 
not cognisant of the fact, still we are to believe it. He asserts 
(1) That the truth and reality of the New birth is as distinctly per- 
ceived by the fruits and consequences of it, as the wind is by its 
sound ; (2) That the Spirit accomplishes this work by an agency as 
free and unlimited as is the wind, which cannot be restrained or con- 
fined in its course ; (3) That this work is as inscrutable, and as much 
beyond the power of human reason to fathom, as it is to discover where 
the course of the wind begins or where it ends. 

Not only does Jesus teach Nicodemus this as a doctrine necessary 
to be undeiiBtood, but He enforces it almost as a positive command : 
*' Ye must be bom again." (SSi v/m^ yetnnffffjvat ivtodep,) 

7 Marvel not that I said onto thee^ Ye must be bom 
(again). 

(Hargm, from above.) 
(Alf . Anew.) 

8 The wind bloweth where (it listeth), and thou hearest 
the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, 
and whither it goeth : so is eyeiy one that (is bom) of the 
Spirit. 

[A. Or whither it goeth ; 8. That i8 bom of the water and of the Spirit.] 
(All It win — ^bat knowest not — hath been bom.) 

When Nioodemns still professes his inability to comprehend this, 
Jesus reminds him that his office as a master or teacher of Israel should 

F 2 
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lead him to investigate this qnestion, at least so far as to satisfy him- 
self of the truth of it. This was really no new doctrine. The prophets 
had long before foretold that the heart of man should be changed, and 
that by the outward washing of the body, and the unseen operation of 
the Holy Spirit accompanying it. Ezekiel, (xxxid. 25,) for instance, 
had said : '' Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be 
dean ; from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse 
you. A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put 
within you ; and I will take away the stony heart out of your. flesh, and 
I will give you a heart of flesh. And I will put My Spirit within you, 
and cause you to walk in My statutes, and ye shall keep My judgments 
and do them." 

The ceremonial washings of the body under the Mosaic Law, with 
which Nicodemus would be perfectly familiar, did not affect the heart 
at all. They were never used for that purpose. Those washings were 
outward in their application and outward in their effects. The Holy 
Spirit did not operate through them to cleanse the heart. But the Baptism 
of Jesus in the river Jordan had inaugurated a new era, a new dis- 
pensation. By His Own Baptism, and by the visible descent of the 
Holy Spirit upon Him, He had for ever sanctified the element of water 
for this purpose. He had given a pledge that the Holy Spirit should 
for ever accompany the Baptism which He should institute. 

9 Nicodemus answered and said unto Him, How can 
these things be ? 

10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou (a 
master) of Israel, (and knowest not) these things ?^ 

(Alf. The ieaoheiv-and nnderstandest not.) 



1 The Teacher of Israel.) 6 MeurKoXof plished. We know that Nioodemns was a 
rod IffpariK.) — Nicodemus is regarded as the person of high eonsideration, and a mem- 
teacher of Israel, k(£t* 'cIox^i^, he in whom her of the Sanhedrin ; and some sappose 
all erudition was concentred, so that the him, and not without reason, to have heen 
contrast koi ravra, 6v yiviwrK^is may he the same Nicodemus who is frequency 
more fully indicated.— Winer's Qrammar mentioned in the Talmud ; in which case 
of New Testamentf p. 127. he was not in wealth and consequence, 

** Campbell observes that the Article inferior to any Jew of that time. StiU it 

here is remarkable, and that it is omitted will be asked, why did our Saviour say to 

in no MS. It must therefore be con- Nicodemus, *Art thou the Teacher of 

eluded to have a sense which is indis- Israel?* I have only conjecture to 

pensable to the passage; and Campbell is offer; but even tiiis may be tolerated, 

certainly right, when he contends that it where nothing certain is known, and 

ought to be expressed in Translations, when even conjecture has scarcely been 

It is, indeed, the more remarkable, that attempted. It has been observed, that 

we should find the Article in aU the the Jews gave their Doctors high and 

MSS. sounding titles; in the same manner, 

" To determine the precise meaning of probably, as among the Schoolmen in tiie 

the appellation is a task which, I believe, Middle Ages, one was called the Angelic 

no Commentator pretends to have aooom- Doctor, another the ddmirabU, and a 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



COMMENTABT ON BT. JOHN'S GOSPEL. 69 

11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak (that we 
do know), and testify (that we have seen) : and ye receive 
not (onr witness).^ 

(Alf. That which we know — ^that which we have seen — our testimony.) 

12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe 
not, how shall ye believe (if I tell you of heavenly things) ? 

(Alf. If I tell jon heavenly things.) 

18 And (no man hath ascended up to heaven), but He 
that came down from heaven, even the Son of Man which 
is in heaven. 

[8. v. Omit, which is in heaven.] 

(Alf. No one hath ascended into heaven.) 

Jesas calls npon Nicodemus to belieye the troth of what He had 
said, not on the ground that he nnderstood it, bat on His evidence, 
on the gronnd that He, who could not possibly be mistaken, declared it 
was 80. 

The subject is one of difficulty to the mere intellect. If Nicodemus 
could scarcely comprehend His teaching on the birth by the Spirit^ 
when it is explained in terms derived from the natural birth, when it 
is compared with what takes place in the regular course of nature, and 
when its operations are illustittted by similar operations in the works 
of nature such as the wind, how could he possibly understand it, if 
aU these helps and illustrations were withdrawn, and it were presented 
to him in its full naked aspect. Or, if Nicodemus could not compre- 
hend the doctrine of birth by Baptism, how could he possibly understand 
oiher and higher mysteries, such for instance as relate to the Godhead* 

In the conclndii^ part of His conversation on the New birth, our 
Saviour leads Nicodemus on to a more correct knowledge respecting 



third tlie Irrefragable. Might not, then, tingtdshed him hj this appellation, hut 

Kioodemns luive been styled by bis fol- also that he thoaght himself not iSiio- 

lowers, 4 8i9ii<rKaX0iroD*I(rfw^\? On tills gether nnwortiiy of it." — ^Middleton on 

supposition, nothing is more probable tiie Greek Article, p. 242. 

than that oar Saviour should have taken ^ Witness. — " How many readers have 

occasion to reprove the folly of those who read in the EngUsh the third chapter of 

had conferred the appellation, and the St. John, and missed the remarkable con- 

Tanity of him who had accepted it ; and nection between our Lord's words at verse 

no occasion conld have been more oppor- 11, and the Baptist's taking up these 

tone than the present, when Nicodemus words at verse 82; and this because 

betrayed his ignorance on a very im- fiapr^pia is translated * witness,' on the 

portant subject The reproof is former occasion, and * testimony ' on the 

more severe in the present form of ex- latter." — Archbishop Trench on Autho- 

pression, since it seems to signify not rUed Venion, p. 57. 
only that the foUowers of Kicodemus dis- 
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Himaelf. Nioodemus had addressed Him as a *' teacher come from 
God/' and He here instmcts him that He is not merely a teacher come 
from God, He is God Himself, God who fills heaven and earth. 

The expression " ascended up to heaven " is used with reference to 
man, and to his limited intelligence. To God who fills all things such an 
expression could not he applied in the same sense in which it is applied 
to man. Man, who lives on earth, can only know what is done in 
heaven, either hy ascending to heaven himself, or by trusting the testi- 
mony of one who has already been there. Jesus as God had no need 
to ascend up into heaven in order to learn the things of heaven. By 
His nature as God He was already in heavdn : He knew what was done 
in heaven. He knew with a knowledge that mere man can never 
possess. 

The connection of our Saviour's argument is something of this 
kind. Even earthly things, comparatively speaking, such as the New 
birth, you could not discover by reason, you can only understand it 
when revealed to you, and only then by the most familiar explanation ; 
what will you do then in the case of higher mysteries than this, in the 
ease of what may be called heavenly things ? You must believe them 
on the testimony of some one who knows. '' I am the only one who can 
know. For no man has ascended into heaven. I as God fill heaven 
as well as earth, I therefore know all things, even the things of 
heaven. Nevertheless you receive not My testimony, you believe not 
My teaching. 

In disbelieving the testimony of Jesus they rejected their own sal- 
vation. For the Son of Man, He who was both God and Man, was the 
great object of all saving faith. Nay, more, the great object of their 
faith was not simply the Son of Man, but the Son of Man exalted, or 
crucified. Men must look to the crucified God Incarnate for help, just 
as the Israelites looked to the brazen serpent. The children of Israel, 
who had been bitten by the fiery serpents, when they looked upon the 
brazen serpent, which Moses at God's command had set up, were 
miraculously healed. (Numb, xxi.) The brazen serpent set upon a 
pole was a type of the Son of Man, the God Incarnate exalted upon 
the Gross. The Israelite with his body poisoned by the bite of the 
fiery serpent, but healed by his looking upon the brazen serpent, was a 
type of the Christian with his soul poisoned by the bite of tiie Old 
Serpent, but healed by his faith in the crucified God. 

14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
even so must the Son of Man be lifted up. 

15 That whosoever believeth in Him (should not perish 
but have eternal life). 

[A. On Him ; S.V. should have eternal lile (omit, not periah but.)] 
(Alt May not perish— bat may have eternal life.) 
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In referring to the accoimt of the brazen serpent in the Pentatench^ 
does not Jeans Christ give His sanction to the substantial accuracy of 
the history of the Israelites as received in His time ? He gives His 
testimony not only to the general accuracy of the history of the 
Israelites, but also to its prophetic character. He accuses them by 
their traditions of falsifying the meaning, the spirit of their Scriptures, 
but He never accuses them of altering the Scriptures themselves. 

Nicodemus is not represented as asking any further questions 
during the rest of the interview, but Jesus continues to explam to him 
the natnre of His doctrine. He anticipates any objections that might 
be made against His being God on the ground of His Crucifixion. So 
&r from that being a proof that He was not God, it was the very proof 
that He was God. It is the proof of God's love for the world, and of 
such love as only God can show. Lost in sin as the world was, God 
sent not His Son to condemn, to punish it, but to save and restore it. 
Such love as this was the work of God only. 

16 For God so loved the world, that He gave [His only 
begotten Son], that whosoever believeth in Him (should 
not perish, but have) everlasting life. 

[S.V. The only begotten Son.] 

(Alt Might not perish, bat might have.) 

17 For God sent not [His Son] into the world (to con- 
demn) the world ; but that the world through Him might be 
saved. 

[8.V. The Son.] 

(All That He might judge.) 

He goes on to show Nicodemns that the cause of men's condenma- 
tion is their unbelief in the Incarnation. Men refuse to believe that He, 
Jesus the Son of Mary, was God. This is the cause of their con- 
demnation. 

18 He that beUeveth (on Him is not condemned) : [but] 
he that believeth not (is condemned) already^ because he 
hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of 
God. 

[S.V. Omit, but.) 

(Alf. In him cometh not into judgment— hath heen judged.) 

The cause of man's condemnation is his unbelief in the Incarnation. 
But what is the cause of his .want of belief in the Incarnation ? Was it 
the greatness of the Mystery ? Was it the difficulty in comprehending 
or in believing it ? Our Sayiour says that the cause of their unbelief 
was their indulgence in sin^ their love of sin. Their heart was hardened 
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against proof by indnlgence in sin, their eyes were closed against the 
light by indulgence in sin. The same miracles that had arrested the 
attention of Nicodemas, and had led him to conclade that Jesas was a 
teacher come from God, and that no man could do the miracles which 
He did unless God were with Him, had no influence on the Pharisees, 
as a body. But the difference was in the state of their heart, of their 
life, and not in the quality of the proof that was offered to them. 

19 And this is (the condemnation, that Light) is come 
into the world, and men loved (darkness rather than Light), 
because their (deeds) were evil. 

AU. The judgement— that the Light—the darkness rather than the Light— works.) 

20 For every one that doeth evil hateth the light 
(neither cometh) to the light (lest his deeds should be re- 
proved.^) 

(Margin disooyered). 

(Alt And cometh not, lest his works should be detected.) 

21 But he that doeth (truth) cometh to the light, that 
(his deeds) may be made manifest, that they are wrought (of 
God). 

(Alf. The truth— his works— in God. 

The effect which this conversation had upon Nicodemus we see in 
his snhsequent condact. Soon after this we find him defending Jesas 
against the chief priests and Pharisees, and demanding that he should 
not be condemned until he had been heard (yii. 50). Later still, he is 
associated with Joseph of ArimathsBa in the holy office of embalming, 
anointing, and burpng the Body of Jesus (xix. 89). 

1 That doeth evlL {6 ^vXm wp^ffw.) of a man's self to do evil : dare operam 

** As there is an opposition here, of light peccatOt as Beza translates it. So, on 

and darkness; that is, of the trath and the oontraiy, to do truth is dare operam 

error, of a tme doctrine and false ; so is veritaii, as he also renders it here, when 

there an opposition of doing etkl and a man's bent and desire is to do up- 

doing the truth, and the one may be rightly; when gracious desires of doing 

the better understood of the other. ^avXa truth and uprightness lie in the bottom, 

TpJuraur, which is the phrase used here, though the scum of many failings swim 

and oftofniw toiccv, which phrase is used aloft in heart, when to will is present, as 

by this same Evangelist, (1 John iii. 8,) Bom. yii. 18, and when the mind is to 

do not nakedly signify to sin, for the Saints serve the law of God, as Bom. vii. 25. 

of God do sin, (James iii. 2 ; 1 Kings Whosoever is so composed declineth not 

Tiii. 46,) and cannot do otherwise ; Bom. the light, but delighteth to come to it, 

Yii. 15, etc. ;) and yet John saith, that who- and to the touchstone of the truth, that his 

soever is bom of God, (o^apriay ui iroict, works may be made manifest." — Light- 

1 John iii. 9 ;) but these phrases, to do foot, i. 580. 
evUi and eommU Hn, do signify a setting 
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Alter His conTersation with Nicodemos^ Jesas retired from JeroBa- 
lem, the chief city of Jadsea, and went with His disciples into the 
conntiy of Jadsea. 

22 After these things came Jesus and His disciples into 
the knd of Judsea ; and there He tarried with them, 
and baptized. 

In chap. iv. it is said that Jesas made and baptized more disciples 
than John, thongh Jesas Himself baptized not, bat His disciples. 
We can scarcely conclude from these two passages taken together that 
Jesus never baptized at all, bat that He did not baptize many or 
generally. The opinion of the ancient commentators was that Jesas 
baptized His disciples, or some of them, and they the rest. No dis- 
ciples have been mentioned by name as yet, except the five in chap. i. 
He did not i^point His Apostles until after John the Baptist's death. 

John did not delegate his baptism to his disciples. He adminis- 
iered it himself only. Jesus administered His Baptism by His disci- 
ples. He worked in them and through them. There is no reason to 
suppose that the Baptism, which Jesus now administered through His 
disciples, differed in character from that which He administered by His 
disciples after His Ascension, or that this did not now convey the New 
birth — ^the blessings of the Holy Spirit. He had just been instructing 
Nicodemus in the necessity of the birth by water and the Spirit in order 
to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. 

The Holy Spirit was not given visibly and in its fulness until after 
His Ascension. But even before His Death He forgave the sins of the 
paralytic. (Matt. ix. 2.) He forgave the sins of Maiy Magdalene, and 
filled her with the grace of love. (Luke vii. 86-50.) What He 
could grant by a word He could bestow through the Sacrament, and we 
have not sufficient reason to conclude that He would withhold His pro- 
mised blessing, even for a time, even until after His Ascension. If the 
Sacrament of the Eucharist, which Jesus instituted before His Death, 
was perfect, may we not safely conclude that the Sacrament of Baptism 
was equally perfect, even before the visible and full outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit ? 

23 (And) John also was baptizing in (Enon near to 
Salim, because there was much water there : and they 
came and were baptized.^ 

(All But.) 

^ SaUm and OBnon. — *' One of oar Dead Sea,) was to make eearoh after the 
main objects in yisiting the GhAr, (a broad Mnon. and Salim mentioned in connection 
^Alley or plain, described h? Josephus as with John the Baptist. I regret to have 
extending from the lake of Tiberiaa to the to say that our seitfoh was froitless. 

"We 
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Several of the ancient commentators say that (Enon, near Salim, was 
on the west of Jordan, about eight miles south of Scythopolis. In 
modem times there is a great diversity of opinion as to the exact site 
of this place, or in other words, it is one of the places not yet identi- 
fied. As (Enon indicates the presence of copious springs, it need not 
necessarily be on the Jordan. In fact, the statement that there was 
much water there almost implies that it was not on the Jordan. 

24 For John was not yet cast into prison. 

All the Evangelists refer to the imprisonment of the Baptist, bat 
St. John is the only one who relates any of the works which Jesus 
wrought before John was cast into prison. He alone records the miracle 
of the water turned into wine at the marriage in Gana of Galilee, of His 
driving out the buyers and sellers firom the Temple at the beginning of 
His Ministry, and His conversation with Nicodemus. 

John Baptist was not yet cast into prison, but his ministry was fast 
drawing to a close. The time during which it lasted was in all proba- 
bility somewhere about twenty months, that is supposing his imprison- 
ment began a little before Jesus departed into Galilee, mentioned in the 
next chapter. Jesus began His public Ministry when He was thirty 
years of age, or when He was entering on His thirtieth year, which was 
the age at which the Levites entered on their term of service. (Numb. iv. 
3). The Baptist would doubtless also conform to the same ecclesiastical 
rule, and having been bom six months before Jesus, he would accordingly 



•* We learn from the Scriptural nanra- 
tiye, that John the Baptist was * baptizing 
in CEnon near to Salim, becanse there was 
much water (many waters) there.' Salim, 
tiierefore, wa9 the more important town : 
and (Enon, apparently, a place of foun- 
tains near by. 

** According to Jerome, both (Enon and 
Salim were situated in this part of the 
Ghdr, eight Boman miles sonth from 
Soythopolis. They were probably at a 
considerable distance from the Jordan; 
otherwise the Evangelist would hardly 
have mentioned the abundance of water. 
In another passage, Jerome regards this 
Salim as the residence of Melchisedek, 
and affirms, that in his day the palace of 
Melchisedek was still shown, which by 
the magnitude of its ruins attested the 
ancient magnificence of the work. 

** It was natural to infer that, of such 
extensive ruins, some traces might yet 
remain. Our inquiries were constant 
and persevering, but we could obtain no 
trace of corresponding names or ruins. . . . 

" It may further be remarked, that, so 
far as the language of Scripture is con- 



cerned, the place near which John waa 
baptizing may just as weU have been the 
Salim over against K&bulus." — Bobin- 
son's Later Retearchesy p. 838. 

" The village of Salim Jnear Kibnius) 
is directly north of Beik Fftrik, on a low 
hill on Uie north side of the plain. It 
was said to have two sources of living 
water, one in a cavern, and the other a 
running fountain caUed *Aim Kebir.' 
(p. 298.1 

** N&Dulus (the ancient Sychar) is fur- 
nished with water in singular abundance in 
comparison with the rest of Palestine. On 
the west is the large fountain of Defneh, 
running off east and turning a mill. On 
the west are the similar fountains by which 
we are encamped. In the higher part of 
the city itself are two large fountains, 
and another in the ravine above, on the 
side of Mount Gerezim. The water of 
these three flows off west, partly along 
the streets of the city, and partly in a 
canal, from which gardens are irrigated, 
and several mills supplied.**— Robinson's 
Later Biblical Retearchet in FaUitine, 
p. 299. 
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begin bis miniBtry six months before Him. Shortly after this, in the 
Tery next chapter (iy. 85), it is said that it wanted fonr months to bar- 
Test, that would be four months to Passover. If we reckon the time 
between the Baptism of Jesus and His first Passover as six months, 
which is most probable, this would give fourteen months since Jesus 
began His Ministry, and six months added to that would extend the 
ministry of John Baptist to about twenty months. 

Three places are mentioned in which John exercised his ministry. 
(1) All the country about Jordan. (Luke iii. 3.) (2) Bethabara, 
or Bethany, beyond Jordan. (John i. 28.) (S) (Enon, near to 
Salim. (John iii. 28.) The first was on the west, or the Judsea side 
of Jordan, the second on the east side of Jordan, and the third some- 
where on the Judsea side of Jordan. What time he spent in each of 
these it is scarcely possible to determine with any degree of accuracy. 
When John baptized Jesus he was on the Judcea side of Jordan, where 
be bad probably been baptizing six months, that is firom the commence- 
ment of his ministry. When Jesus returned from the Temptation, 
about six weeks later, He found John at Bethabara, or Bethany, to 
which place He may have removed soon after the Baptism of Jesus. 
The rest of his ministry was probably divided between Bethabara and 
(Enon. 

25 Then axose a question (between some of John's dis- 
ciples [and the Jews]) about purifying. 

[S.* V. A. and a Jew.] 

(Alf. On the part of John's disciples with a Jew.) 

26 And they came unto John, and said unto him, Babbi, 
He that was with thee beyond Jordan, to whom (thou barest 
witness), Behold the same baptiseth, and all men come to 
him. 

(Alf. Thou hast borne witness.) 

According to the Vatican and Alexandrine MS. and the Sinaitic 
too, by a later reading, this question about purifying arose- between 
John's disciples and one Jew. The precise form, which the dispute 
took, is not expressed, but enough is given to lead us to conclude that 
it had reference to the comparative merits of the two baptisms, or their 
relation to each other. The Jew might be disposed to underrate the 
baptism of John, because it did not cleanse or sanctify those who came 
to it. The disciples of John would naturally consider themselves in- 
terested in his honour and reputation. They knew that he was the first 
of the two to baptize, that he had baptized great multitudes, and 
aznongst them Jesus Himself. Others might speak of the many mira- 
cles that Jesus had wrought, and remind them that John Baptist had 
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wrought no miracle, and that even John in his testimony had preferred 
Jesns to himself. 

27 John answered, and said, A man can (receive) no* 
thing, except it (be given him) from heaven. 

(Margin, take unto himself.) 
(Alf. Have been given him.) 

28 Ye yourselves bear [me] witness that I said, I am not 
the Christ, but that I am sent before Him. 

[8. Omits, me.] 

29 He that hath the Bride is the Bridegroom : but the 
friend of the Bridegroom which standeth and heareth Him 
(rejoiceth greatly) because of the Bridegroom's voice : this mj 
joy therefore is fulfilled.^ 

(Alf. Bejoiceth with joy.) 

80 He must increase, but I must decrease. 

In order to check the feeling of jealousy which his disciples were 
beginning to entertain towards Jesns, and to reconcile them to a still 
further increase of His fame among men, and to a further decrease of 
his own, John gives several overwhelming reasons. He is the Christ, 
while John is but the forerunner ; He is the Bridegroom, while John's 
highest glory is to be the friend of the Bridegroom. He is above all, 
from Heaven, while John is from the earth. He is the Son of Ood. 

John had already borne witness to Jesus as He who should baptize 
with the Holy Ghost and with j^re ; as the Lamb of God which tdceth 

1 The Mend of the Bridegroom. — to the unknown wife ; watching oyer their 

** Ko simile oould have been more beau- common rights, and feeding with his 

tifnl and tme. In the drama of Syrian praises their mutual love ; for during that 

love and marriage, the friend of the bride- virgin^s year the husband, though he may 

groom plays a conspicuous part, doing possess much of a husband's power, and 

kindly, unselfish service ; yet earning no may even put his wife to death for wrongs 

other reward than that of feeling how against his bed, is never allowed to see 

much he has added to the happiness of a her face. His married joy and sorrow 

man whom he loves. Sometimes this come to him only through his chosen 

friend of the bridegroom has to select the friend. Until the day of bringing home, 

bride. At all times he has to take the when the veil of the bride is to be lifted 

oaths of espousal, and to present the up, and with a cry of rapture the husband 

mohar, the bridal gift. is allowed to gaze into her eyes and kisa 

" For the virgin's year, separating the her on the mouth, the function of the 

act of betrothal from that of the bringing bridegroom's fnend knows no pause. Then 

home, he is the only messenger between the bridegroom's heart is glad, and the 

youth and maid. With many a laugh friend rejoices when he hears the bride- 

and jest, with many a sign and token, he groom's voice." — ^Dixon's Holy Land^ voL 

has to pass from the unknown husband ii. p. 69. 
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KWBj the sm of the worlds and he now bears witness to Him as the 
Bridegroom, He, who by His Incarnation had betrothed to Himself 
the Church, the Body of faithful men, as His Bride. Like a true 
Mend of the Bridegroom, John had prepared and made ready for the 
marriage. He had shared in His joy at hearing His voice. 

So far was he from feeling any jealousy because men began to 
leave his baptism and come to Jesus, it was the very thing that had 
been wanting to fill up his joy. The conmiencement of hia joy was 
when Qod revealed to him the coming of His Son, it was increased 
when he beheld and baptized Him, it was now completed^ fulfilled, 
when all men began to leave him and come to Christ. 

81 He that cometh from above is above all : he that 
is of the earth (is earthly), and speaketh of the earth : He 
that cometh from heaven is above all. 

fS. But he that is on the earth.] 
(AJf. I8 of the earth.) 

82 [And what He hath seen and heard, that he testifieth :] 
and no man receiveth His testimony. 

[S. He that cometh from heaven, testifieth what (S.* whom) He hath seen and 
heard.] 

(Alt Omits, And— and His testimony no man reoeiyeth.) 

83 He that hath received His testimony (hath set to his 
seal^ that) God is true.^ 

(Alf. Hath set his seal that.) 



1 SeaL — The supposed necessity of a 
seal to attest the signature, is shewn in 
the following. ** At Jezreel, the Chief de- 
sired Captain Wilson to make a report to 
the gOYomor at Jenin, and our draigoman 
was accordingly directed to write a letter 
in Arabic, and submit it for signature. . . 

This was duly signed by Captain 

Wilson ; and as the Chief insisted on a 
seal being appended to the signature, an 
old monogram was cut off a sheet of note 
paper and affixed to the letter. This was 
supposed to prove the genuineness of the 
document, as a man's seal cannot be 
forged." — Recovery of Jerusalem, p. 460. 

s Thai God is true. — ** In the Latin, 
•verax* and •verus* would severally re- 
present ii\ii&^s and ii\viety6i, and in the 
main reproduce the distinctions existing 
between them ; indeed, the Vulgate does 
commonly by their aid indicate whether 
of the two words stands in the original; 



but the English language, since it has 
lost, or nearly lost * veiy* (vrai) as an ad- 
jective, retaining it no otherwise than as 
an adverb, has only the one word * true ' 
by which to render them both; so that 
the difference between the two disappears 
in our Version ; and this of necessity, and 
by no fault of our tnmslators— unless, in- 
deed, we account it a mistake on their 
parts that they did not recover *ver^,* 
which was Wiclif s common translation of 
vesus (thus John xv. 1, ' I am the verri 
wine,*) and which to recover would not 
have been very difficult in their time, 
would be scarcely difficult in ours. It 
would have been worth while to make the 
attempt ; for the difference, which we 
thus efface, is a most real one. What 
exactly the nature of it is, a single exam- 
ple will at once make evident. God is 
ec^f &\n9j^s, and He is Bths ii\ri$ty6s ; but 
very different attributes and prerogativea 
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water and the Spirit, is necessary for the new kingdom, the kingdom of 
God. In the concluding part of the chapter, the Baptist teaches his 
disciples that the same life, bnt which he calls everlasting life, can 
only be obtained by believing in Jesos as the Son of God. A mere 
change of opinions, a mere intellectnal process, was not the condition 
reqn^ed for the kingdom of heaven ; it must be a change of being, a 
new life, a new relation to God, which, imparted at the birth by water 
and the Spirit, would continiie> through all eternity.. 
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE TO CHAPTER IV. 



Jacob's Well. — " The undoubted scpne of our Lord's conversation 
Tvith the Samaritan woman." — Robinson's Later Researches, p, 132. 

* ' At the edge of the plain of Mukna (Moreh) a mile and a half east of 
the town, is Jacob's well, on the piece of ground he purchased from the 
Shechemites. Not far from the well is the site of Joseph's Tomb. 
The identity of the well has never been disputed. Christians, Jews, 
Moslems, and Samaritans all acknowledge it, and the existence of a 
well in a place where water-springs are abundant, is sufficiently re- 
markable to give this well a peculiar history. 

" Some men were set to work to clear out the mouth of the well, 
which was being rapidly covered up. A chamber had been excavated 
to the depth of ten feet, and in the floor of the chamber was the mouth 
of the wdl, like the mouth of a bottle, and just wide enough to admit 
a man's body. We lowered a candle down the well and found the air 
perfectly good, and after the usual amount of noise and talking among 
the workmen and idlers, I, Lieutenant S. Anderson, B.E., was lashed 
with a good rope round the waist, and a loop for my feet, and lowered 
through the mouth of the well by some trusty Arabs, directed by my 
friend Mr. Falcher, the Protestant missionary. The sensation was 
novel and disagreeable. The numerous knots in the rope continued to 
tighten and to creak, and after having passed through the narrow mouth I 
found myself suspended in a oylindncal chamber, in shape and propor- 
tion not unlike that of the barrel of a gun. The twisting of the rope 
caused me to revolve as I was being lowered, which produced giddiness, 
and there was the additional unpleasantness of vibrating from side to 
side, and touching the sides of the well. I suddenly heard the people 
from the top shouting to tell me that I had reached the bottom, so 
when I began to move I found myself lying on my back at the bottom of 
the well : looking up at the mouth the opening seemed like a star. It 
was fortunate that I had been securely lashed to the rope, as I had 
fainted during the operation of lowering. The well is seventy-five feet 
deep, seven feet six inches diameter, and is lined throughout with rough 
masonry, as it is dug in alluvial soil. The bottom of the well was per- 
fectly dry at this time of the year (the month of May), and covered 
with loose stones. There was a little pitcher lying at the bottom un- 
broken, and this was an evidence of there being water in the well 
at some seasons^ as the pitcher would have been broken had it fallen 
upon the stones. It is probable that the well was very much deeeper 

a 
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in ancient times, for in ten years it had decreased ten feet in depth. 
Every one visiting the well throws stones down for the satisfaction of 
hearing them stnke the bottom, and in this way, as well as from the 
debris of the rained church built over the weU during the fourth century, 
it has become filled up to probably more than a half of its original 

depth 

" The gardens in the Vale of Sjiechem were looking very beautiful at 
this time (May 1st). The fig-trees, the latest of all, were in full leaf, 
and the people commenced to reap in the plain on this day." — 
Recovery of Jerusalemy p. 467. 

'' MaundreU, March 24th, 1697, found fifteen feet of water in the 
well. In April, 1839, my friend, the Rev. S. Calhoun, found water in 
the well ten or twelve feet deep," — Robinson's Biblical Researches, 
iii. 109. 

** A very obvious question presented itself to us upon the spot, viz., 
How can it be supposed that the woman should have come from the 
city, now half an hour distant, with her water-pot, to draw water from 
Jacob's well, when there are so many fountains just around the city, 
and she must also have passed directly by a large one at mid-distance ? 
But, in the first place, the ancient city, probably in part, lay nearer to 
this well than the modem one : and then, too, it is not said that the 
woman came thither /rom the city at all. She may have dwelt, or have 
been labouring, near the well ; and have gone into the city only to make 
her wonderful report respecting the strange prophet. Or, even granting 
that her home was in the city, there would be nothing improbable and 
unusual in the supposition, that the inhabitants may have seta peculiar 
value on the water of this ancient well of Jacob, and have occasionally 
^ut themselves to the trouble of going thither to draw. That it was 
hot the ordinary public well of the city, is probable from the circum- 
stance that there was here no public accommodation for drawing water." 
•:— Robinson's Biblical Researches, iii. 111. 

No mention is made of any mechanical contrivance, by which the 
woman drew the water, and yet considering the great depth of the well 
there must have been some. She could not raise it with her pitcher. 

Modem travellers in Palestine have noticed several ways of raising 

water from the deep wells. 

** We came to a well at the foot of a hill, on which there is a village 

called Peri : the oxen raise the water by a bucket and rope, without a 

wheel, and so by driving them from the well the bucket is drawn up." 

' — ^Pocock's Travels, ii. 61. 

'' At the foot of the hill is what the monks call the well of Zabulon : 

the water is drawn by boys in leathem buckets, and carried in jars up 

the hill on women's heads."— /dew, ii. 62. 

''At Ajfur (between Jemsalem and Gaza) there was an ancient 

well in the valley, exhibiting quite a pastoral scene of patriarchal 

days. Many cattle, flocks of sheep, and kids, and also camels, were 

all waiting around the well : while men and women were busily 
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employed in drawing water for them. These people at once offered, 
and drew water for ns and our thirsty animals, without the ex- 
pectation of reward. The well was sqnare and narrow ; by measuring 
the rope we found the depth to be sixty feet. A platform of very 
large stones was buih up around it, and there were many drinking 
troughs. On the platform was fixed a small reel for the rope, which a 
man seated on a level with the axis wDund up, by pulling the upper 
part of the reel towards him with his hands, while he at the same time 
pushed the lower part from him with the feet.*' — Robinson's Biblical 
Researches, ii. 851. 

'^ Here (Sumneil, between Jerusalem and Gaza) is a large public well 
at the foot of the hillock ; it measured 110 feet deep to the surface of 
the water, and eleven feet in diameter : the walls being circular and 
composed of hewn stones of good masonry ; women were drawing water 
from the well by a rope passing over a pulley, which they hauled up by 
running off with it a great distance into the field, in the manner of 
sailors." — Idem, ii. 868. 

The Samaritans. — After the Assyrian conquest of Israel, and the 
removal of its people into captivity, colonies from the East were placed 
in their deserted cities. The country having been desolated by war, 
wild beasts multiplied, and became the terror and scourge of the new 
inhabitants. The barren heights of Hermon and Lebanon, and the 
deserted jungles of the Jordan valley, are to this day infested with 
bears, panthers, wolves, and jackals. The strangers attributed the 
calamity to the anger of the local deity, of whose peculiar mode of 
worship they were ignorant. They therefore petitioned for Jewish 
priests to instruct them in religious rites ; and after they had heard 
their teachings, ''they feared the Lord, and served their own gods.'' 
(2 Kings xvii. 24-41.) Such was the origin of the Samaritans. 
Strangers by blood, they were merely instructed in some of the leading 
points of the Jewish religion by one or more Jewish priests : and still 
retained the gods of their own nations. In after times the Jews 
refused to acknowledge them in any way, and would not permit them 
to assist in building the second temple, though their refusal cost them 
many trials. (Ezra iv.) 

Being cast off by the Jews, the Samaritans resolved to erect a 
temple of their own on Gerizim. The immediate occasion appears to 
have been the circumstances related byNehemiah, that a son of Joiada, 
the high-priest, had become son-in-law to Sanballat, and had on this 
account been expelled from Jerusalem. (Neh. xiii. 28.) The date of 
the temple may thus be fixed at about B.C. 420. Shechem now became 
the metropolis of the Samaritans as a sect, and an asylum for aH 
apostate and lax Jews. (Joseph. Antiq. xi. 8-6.) These things tended 
to foster enmity between the two nations, which resulted in the total 
destruction of the Temple of Gerizim by the Jews, under John 
Hyrcanus. The very name Samaritan became a by-word and a 
reproach among the Jews, just as the name Yehudy, " Jew," is among 

G 2 
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modem Syrians ; and some even supposed that the Jews nicknamed 
the city of Shechem Sychar, " Falsehood/' to mark their opinion of 
the pretended origin of its inhabitants. In our Savionr's time the 
Samaritans retained their worship on Gerisdm, though the temple was 
in ruins ; and they had some yague expectations of a Messiah. During 
the reign of Vespasian Shechem was rebuilt, and renamed Neapolis, 
" New City," an appellation which has run into the Arabic Nabulus — 
one of the very few instances in which the Greek has supplanted the 
Semitic name. 

The ancient Samaritans and modem Drases appear to have had very 
much in common both in character and origin. The ancient Samaritan 
was part heathen, part Jew ; and the modem Dmse of Mount Lebanon 
is part heathen, part Christian; and some have thought that the 
modem Dmses derive their origin from the very same tribes as the 
ancient Samaritans. '' After the second captivity of Israel, Esarhaddon 
re-peopled the wasted strongholds of Samaria with the tribes whose 
names are given with so much particularity in Scripture, (2 Kings 
xvii. 24 ; and Ezra iv. 9,) races of fierce habit and degraded faith, 
whose heathen practices, engrafted on the cormpt Judaism which 
lingered amongst the earlier Samaritans, brought down on the new 
colonies the especial Nemesis of God. Of these fierce tribes there 
were some who, Cuthites in name, were of the family of the Boyal 
Scythians, or Gordyans, from the Gordisean mountains, whom in sub- 
sequent times the Greeks knew by the name of Carduchi, (Xen. Anab.y) 
and with whom we are familiar as Eoords. Some of these were 
settled in the Lebanon, and from them it has been said that the Druses 
spring, and draw the tenets of an ancient but unholy worship.'' — ^Lord 
Carnarvon's Druses of the Lebanorij p. 42. 

Pococke mentions another account of the origin of the Druses. 
He says : " If any account can be given of the original of the Dmses, 
it is that they are the remains of the Christian armies in the holy- 
war ; and they themselves now say that they are descended from the 
English."— rravete, ii. 94. 

'' If of old the Jews had no dealings with the Samaritans, the latter, 
the Samaritans of Nabulus, at the present day reciprocate the feeling : 
and neither eat nor drink, nor marry, nor associate with the Jews ; 
but only trade with them." — Robinson's Biblicdl Researches, iii. 107. 

''There are not now two hundred Samaritans, all told, in the 
world. They themselves mention one hundred and fifty as the correct 
census. They are a strange people, clinging to their law and to the 
sepulchres of their fathers with invincible tenacity." — Thomson's Land 
and the Book, p. 477. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

1 Christ talketh with a woman of Samaria, and revealeth Himself 
unto her ; 27 His disciples marvel ; 81 He declareth to them His 
zeal to Ood^s glory; 89 Many Samaritans believe on Him; 48 He 
departeth into Galilee, and healeth the Rvler^s son that lay sick 
at Capernaum. 

Jesus had already paid one visit to Galilee since the commencement of 
His Ministry, and had then wrought the miracle which this Eyangelist 
describes in the second chapter. He now undertakes a second journey 
thiiher. This is most probably the visit of which St. Matthew (iv. 12) 
and St. Mark (i. 14) both spes^. But as neither of these Evangelists 
relate any of the acts of Jesus between His Temptation and John's 
imprisonment, they naturally record this His visit into Galilee im- 
mediately after their mention of the Baptist's imprisonment. 

The reason which St. John assigns for this journey into GalQee, 
is that the Pharisees or Sanhedrin at Jerusalem were beginning to 
grow jealous of His increasing influence with the people. The 
crowds that daily flocked to the baptism of John, had in their 
opinion become too great either for the public safety, or for the con- 
tmuance of their power in the nation, and the influence of Jesus was 
becoming greater even than that of John. Jesus therefore retires for 
a time into a more remote district. The fulness of time was not yet 
come for Him to yield Himself up to th^ir malice. By removing 
into Galilee He would be almost beyond the influence and machina- 
tions of the Sanhedrin, and though He would still be within the 
jurisdiction of Herod, the more distant Ho was from the place of 
his abode, the less likely He was to attract Herod's attention, and 
to cause him in any way to interfere and attempt to put a stop to fTiff 
Ministry. 

1 [When therefore the Lord kneve] (hove the Pharisees) 
had heard that Jesus made and baptized more disciples 
than John. 

[S. When therefore JeBoa Imew.] 
(All That the Pharisees.) 

2 (Though) Jesus Himself baptized not, but His 
disciples. 

(Alt Howbeit.) 
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3 He left JudsBa, and departed [again] into Galilee.^ 

[A. V • Omits, again.] 

4 (And) He must needs go through Samaria. 

(Alf. Now.) 

The expression, ''He mnst needs go through Samaria," has doubt- 
less referenoe partly to the situation of the countries here mentioned, 
Samaria lying between Judsea and Galilee. Jesus is now in Judsea, 
and to reach Galilee he must needs pass through Samaria. Josq>hus 
incidentally mentions that it was usual for the GalilsBans to travel by 
the way of Samaria to Jerusalem, upon the celebration*of their festivals. 
But, Vke so many other expressions, it may have a latent reference to 
His gracious designs of mercy to this Samaritan woman, or Samaria 
in general. When he afterwards sent the Twelve Apostles, he said 
tmto them : " Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city 
of the Samaritans enter ye not." (Matt. x. 6.) He seems to recog- 
nise the alien descent of the Samaritans, and to treat them on the 
footing of G«ntiles. He does not forbid his Apostles to pass through 
Samaria, but not to go of set purpose to preadi the Gospel to them. 
The reason, too, is given. The Gospel must first be preached to the 
'' lost sheep of the house of Israel ;" and their prejudice against it 
must not be excited by preaching to the G^ntileB and the Samaritans : 
their time was not yet come. 

6 (Then cometh He) to a city of Samaria, (which is) 
called Sychar, near to the parcel of ground that Jacob gave 
to his son Joseph.* 

(Alf. He oometh therefore— omits, which is.) 

1 " From Jerusalem to Nazareth, by ** The first part of this journey, a zide 

way of the hill towns of Shiloh, Sychar, of thirty-six miles from the DamascoR 

Nain, and Endor, the distance, as a bird gate, to be done in abont tw^ve bonrSf 

would fly, is about sixty-four miles, being brings you to one of the most lovely and 

nearly the same as that from Oxford lo attractive spots in Palestine : the site d 

London. By the camel paths, and there Joseph's tomb and Jacob's well, whens 

are no other, it is eighty miles. A good Jesns, resting from his long walk, begged 

rider, having little baggage and less curio- the woman of Samaria to give him drink." 

sity, may get over the gromid in two long — Dixon's Holy Land^ it 72. 
days ; to do so, however, he must make up " It was the custom of the Galilseans, as 

his mind to spend twelve hours each day they went to Jerusalem to the Festivals, 

in the saddle, on stony hill-sides, with to go through the country of the Samari- 

very little water, and still less shade, under tans. — Josephus Antiq. xx. vi 1. " And he 

the blazing light of a Syrian sun. An easy that would go soonest thither must go that 

journey, with time to rest and read, to see way, and it is three days' journey that way 

the wells, ruins, and cities on the route, from Galilee to Jerusalem," in vita sua. 
may be made in four days ; though better * Syohar. — '* It is read in some copies 

still in five. and by some expositors, with y in the first 

**The Lord and His disciples went syllable, as in the text of Chzysoetom, 

through the land on foot ; resting by the Montanus, the Arabic, the Italian of Bm- 

wells, under the shade of fig-trees, in the cioli, Chemnitius, Grotius, &o,, and by 

caves of rocks. some with i, Sichar, as the Tol^ar Latin, 
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Syohaar, or Shechem, must haTe been a very uicred spot to the 
Jews as well as to the SamaritaDS : and Jacob's acknowledged connec- 
tion with it is^ as it were, one of the links that bind the Old and New 
Testament together. In the book of Joshna, (chapter xxiy. 82,) it is 
said that this parcel of ground became the inheritance of the children 
of Joseph, and that Joseph's bones were buried here. St. Stephen 
implies that others also of the patriarchs or their families were buried 
here. (Acts vii. 15.) 

6 Now Jacob's well was there. JesuSi therefore, being 
wearied with His journey (sat thus on the well) :^ (and) it 
was about the sixth hour. 

(Alf. Was Bitting thus hj the well— omits, and.) 



Beza, Deodates Italian, the Spanish, 
French, Dutch, and Bome Greek copies 
irMeh these followed. Be it read whether 
way it is witili Sychar or Siohar (as such 
ehanges are not strange) the place and 
city apparently was the same with Sicfaem, 
80 iamoos in the Old Testament. And 
that appeareth plain by this, that it is 
Baid, there was the portion of land which 
Jacob gave to his son Joseph, which 
plainly was Sichem. (Gen. xzziiL 18, 19 ; 
and xlviii. 22.)--Lightfoot, i. 598. 

This name is only fonnd in St. John 
i?. 5, but it is imiTersally considered to be 
the same as Sichem or Shechem, which is 
frequently mentioned in the Old Testa- 
ment history. Dr. Bobinson (Bib. Res. iii. 
118^ says, " In consequence of the hatred 
of the Jews, and in allusion to the idolatry 
of the Samaritans, the town Sichem pro- 
bably received among the Jewish common 
people the by-name of Sychar, which we 
find in the Gospel of St. John ; while 
Stephen, in addressing the more courtly 
Sanhedrin, employs the andent name. 
(Acts Tii. 16.) Sychar might be derived 
from a Hebrew root, meaning either false- 
hood or drunkard.'* 

Josephus describes Shechem as between 
Monnt Gerizim and Mount Ebal. The 
pnaent NAbulus is a corruption of Neapo- 
lis ; and NeapoUs succeeded the more an- 
cient Shechem. The city received its new 
name from Vespasian. The situation of 
the town is one of surpassing beauty. It 
lies in a sheltered vaUey, protected by 
Oerizim on the south and £bal on the 
north. The feet of these mountains, 
vbere thc^ rise from the town, are not 
more than 500 yards apart. The bottom 
of the valley is about 1800 feet above the 



level of the sea, and the top of Gerizam 
800 feet higher still. The site of the pre- 
sent city, which is believed to have been 
also that of the Hebrew city, occurs exactly 
on the water- summit ; and streams is* 
suing from the numerous springs there, 
flow down the opposite slopes of the 
valley, spreading verdure and fertility in 
every direction. Travellers vie with each 
other in the language which they em- 
ploy to describe the scene that bursts here 
so suddenly upon them on arriving in 
spring or early sunmier at this paradise ol 
the Holy Land. 

" Here,** says Dr. Bobinson (iii. 96) " a 
scene of luxuriant and almost unparalleled 
verdure burst upon our view. The whole 
valley was filled with gardens of vegeta- 
bles, and orchards of all kinds of fruit, 
watered by several fountains, which burst 
forth in various parts, and flow westward 
in refreshing streams. It came upon ua 
suddenly like a scene of fairy enchant- 
ment. We saw nothing to compare with 
it in all Palestine. Here, beneath the 
shade of an immense mulberry-tree, by 
the side of a purling rill, we pitched our 
tent for the remainder of the day and 
night .... We rose early, awakened by 
the songs of nightingales and other birds, 
of which the gudens around us were full.*' 

1 Sat thns {€Ka»€(ctro ofhus), '* that is, 
in a weary posture, or after the manner 
as tired men used to sit down. De Dieu 
taketh it only for an elegancy in the 
Greek which might well be omitted ; and 
accordingly the Syriao hath omitted it 
and not owned it at all. But see it em- 
phatical in other places also : 1 Sam. ix. 
13; 1 Kings u. 7; Acts vii. 8.'*— Light- 
foot, i. 693. 
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What a mysterioQs dispensation, that He, who made the body, 
should feel the hunger and thirst and fatigue incident to the body, that 
He, who made the sun, should feel exhaustion from its heat ; that 
He, who made all things, should depend for sustenance, and for the 
support of His life, on the benevolent feelings of his own creatures. 
Holy women, it is said, ministered to Him of their substance, and He 
had a common purse with the Twelve Apostles. 

The hour may be mentioned either as a reason for His weariness 
— ^the sixth hour being the time when the sun was hottest and most 
exhausting — or as accounting for the presence of the woman, the sixth 
being the usual hour for drawing water. If St. John calculates time 
in the same way as the other three Evangelists, Le,, beginning from 
sunrise, about six o'clock in the morning, the sixth hour would be 
twelve o'clock at noon. But if, as some think, St. John uses a dif- 
ferent mode of reckoning, beginning, like ourselves, at mid-day, the 
sixth hour would be six o'clock in the evening. This woman appears 
to be alone. If the evening was the usual time for drawing water, 
she would scarcely have been quite alone, as the women in Eastern 
countries generally go in company, in troops, to draw water. 

7 There cometh [a woman] of Samaria to draw water : 
Jesus saith unto her, Give Me to drink. 

[S. A certain woman.] 

8 For His disciples were gone away into the city to buy 
(meat.) 

(Alf. Food.) 

That His disciples should have gone into the village of Sychar, 
apparently at some distance to buy food : that Jesus should find this Sama- 
ritan woman alone, when he could remonstrate with her on the wicked- 
ness of her life, nothing of this happened by mere accident. It was part of 
the same act of mercy, it was all foreseen and ordained. From His dress 
and dialect, she would easily recognise Him to be a Jew ; and she 
knew the feud that had existed between the Jews and Samaritans for 
hundreds of years. 

" Hxrrus has been considered redundant, the more vigorous rendering of ^l, with a 

Bnt that adverb is thus frequently em- dative, to whidbi they have here adhered, 

ployed after a participle to imply a repe- Yet it ought to be said that Winer {Gram- 

tition of the participled notion : tired with mar of New Testament) is on the side of 

the journey t sat down thus (siout erat, in our version as it stands." — ^Archbishop 

oonsequeuce of being thus fatigued)." — Trench on Authorised Versiony 90. 
Winer's Grammar of New Testament, 640. iwl rrj vrryv "on the well (the margin 

On the weU {M rij mrr^).— "It should of the well), the structure round it, waa 

be rather, by the well — in its immediate higher than the mouth of the well it- 

neighbourhood. On two other occasions, self."— Winer's Grammar of H^'ew Testa- 

namely, Mark xiii. 29, John v. 2, our ment, 410. 
translators have rightly gone back from 
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9 Then saith the woman of Samaria imto Him, How is 
it that Thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a 
woman of Samaria ? for the Jews have no dealings with the 
Samaritans.^ 

[S. The woman of Samaria saith unto Him : S. omits, for the Jews have no deal- 
jngB with the Samaritans.] 

(All The Samaritan woman therefoie — ^whioh am a Samaritan woman — ^for Jews 
haive no dealings with Samaritans.) 

The latter clause of this verse is probably the explanation of the 
Evangelist, and not the words of the Samaritan woman. 

10 Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest 
the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee. Give Me to 
drink : thou wouldest have asked of Him, and He would 
have given thee living water. 

In these words Jesns endeavours to excite her desire to learn two 
things — ^the gift of God, and the real character of Him who was 
speaking with her. The gift of God was, by name, " living water/' 
but in reality the Holy Spirit. He was in outward appearance a mere 
man, a Jew, as she had called Him, bat in reality He was God. 

The quality of water differs so much, according to the condition in 
which it exists, that there may be said to be two very different kinds : 
1. Water without motion, stagnant, collected in artificial cisterns ; 2. 
Living water, perpetually flowing from a natural spring. Jesus asks 
of the Samaritan woman water from the weU, water more nearly re- 
sembling that collected in artificial cisterns ; and says, that if she had 



1 For the Jews have no dealings that the Jews did not refuse to deal with 
with the Samaritans (dv ykpjrvyxp&y- the Samaritans in the way of trade, bnt 
ral lovdaXoi ^ofiMp^irais). — I. " That trans- they would not borrow anything of them, 
lation whioh the French and English or accept anything from them gratis, or 
foUow, seems to stretch the sense of the aUow of any interchange of acts of kind- 
word beyond what it will well bear. For ness and courtesy between them, and 
granting the Samaritans were mere hea- concludes : " Nor, indeed, can the word 
thens, yet did not this forbid the Jews avyxp^yrcu in this place intend anything 
having any kind of dealings with them, else. For whereas it was lawful for the 
for they did not refuse merchandising Jews to converse with the Samaritans, 
with any of the (Gentile nations what- buy of them, use their labour, answer to 
ever. . . . their benedictions * Amen,' lodge in their 

" n. That version, non utuntur JtuUei towns (Luke ix. 52), I would fain know 

SamaritiSt as Beza: or non contuntuTt as in what sense, after all this, can it be 

the Vulgar, hardly reacheth the sense of said, lovSoioi 6v avyxpStvrat Sa/iopcircus, 

the word, or fully comes up to the truth but in this only, that they would not be 

of the thing." obliged to them for any kindness."— 

Lig^tfoot then goes on to prove by loghtfoot, ii. 538. 
quotations from ancient Jewish writings, 
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known who He was, she would have asked of Bim, and He would have 
given her, ** living water." In using the expression, '* living water,'* 
Jesus means the water that causes life, the Holy Spirit. He is endea- 
vouring to raise her thoughts from earth, from the water of the body to 
the water of the soul, the Holy Spirit. The woman misunderstands his 
use of the words, '' living water," and expresses her doubts of His power 
to do this. He has nothing to draw water with, and he is not greater 
than Jacob, who gave this well. There is no other water here, as she 
argues, but that of this well : ** and the well is deep, and thou hast 
nothing to draw with; from whence^ then, hast Thou that living water." 

11 [The woman saith unto Him], Sir, Thou hast nothing 
to draw with, and the well is deep : from whence [then] 
hast Thou that Hving water ?^ 

[S. V. She saith unto Him ; S. omitB, then.] 

12 Art Thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave 
us the well, [and drank thereof himself,] (and his children) 
and his cattle ? 

[S. He drank also thereof himself.] 
(Alf. And his sons.) 

8he praises the water of this well for its goodness and abundance. 
What Jacob himself and his children drank of must be good, what 
his cattle drank of, must be plentifdl. Jesus does not reply to her 
question, Art Thou greater than our father Jacob ? but leayes her to 
conclude that He was greater than Jacob, from the superiority of the 
water which He would give, over that which Jacob had giyen. The 
water which He should give had two properties, which no other water 
had. He who drank of it should never thirst again ; and it should be in 
him a well of water springing up into everlasting life. 

13 Jesus answered and said unto her, (Whosoever) 
drinketh of this water shall thirst again. 

(Alf. Eveiy one that.) 

14 But whosoever (drinketh) of the water that I shall 
give him (shall never thirst) : but the water that I shall 



1 Thou hast nothing to draw with draw with, as well as their yessels to cany 

{6xn€ hm-K^jM ^x*'^) Cameraiias ont of water in, unless they made the same ves- 

Plaatns latins iyrKiifAa sitalam, Beza ont sel serve for both uses, by letting it down 

of Austin hanritoriom .... It seems to draw with a eord."— iJghtfoot, i. 698. 
they brought their backets with them to 
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give him (shall be) in [him] (a well) of water springing up 
into (everlasting life). 

[8. Omits, him.] 

(Aif. Shall drink-Hihall not thirst for evermore — shall become— a fonntain— 
eteznal life.) 

The properties of water which ancient writers have mentioned Af 
symbolising the Holy Spirit, are namberless. Two are very striking^ 
its power to porify, and its power to nourish. No stain can be 
deansed without water, neither can any life be supported without 
wat^. 

But the thoughts of the woman still cling to enfh. From TTig 
conversation with her thus far, she fails to learn either the character 
of Him who was speaking, or the nature of the '' living water." Of the 
two qoalitieB which He mentions as belonging to the water which He 
ean give, her desires settle upon that which appears most likely to 
apply to her own bodily wants. She divests His words of their proper 
meaning, namely, that he who received the gift of the Holy opirit, 
should never require any other kind of spiritual strength in his conflict 
with Satan and his temptations; and she applies tibem in her own 
sense to the body, and to the thirst of the body. 

15 The woman saith unto Him, Sir, give me this water, 
that I thirst not, (neither come hither) to draw. 

(All Neither oome all the way hither.) 

The prophets had spoken of " water" and of " living water *' with 
reference to the soul, and as applying to the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
in such dear unveiled language, that had tiie woman been a Jew 
instead of a Samaritan, she would scarcely have failed to see His 
application of those terms. But this was the defect of her national 
creed. The Samaritans did not receive as Holy Scripture the prophets^ 
or any portion of the Old Testament except the books of Moses, at 
least they did not receive them as of the same authority as the writings 
of Moses. Besides other passages, Isaiah had said, " With joy sh^ 
ye draw water out of the weUs of sidvation" (Isa. xii. 8) ; ''I wlQ pour 
water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground : I will 
pour My Spirit upon thy seed, and My blessing upon thine ofispring." 
(xliv. 8.) " My people have committed two evils : they have forsaken 
Me the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken 
cisterns, that can hold no water.'' ( Jer. ii. 18.) ** In that day there 
shall be a fountain opened to the house of David, and to the inha- 
bitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness.*' (Zech. xiiL 1.) 
'^ And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from 
Jerusalem," (xiv. 8). 

So far Jesufi had not succeeded, so to speak, in raising the thoughts 
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of this Samaritan woman beyond her own daily bodily wants. He has 
apparently excited in her no interest to learn the natnre of the " living 
water/' or the character of Him who talked with her. He therefore 
touches another chord. 

16 [Jesus saith unto her], Go, call thy husband, and 
come hither. 

[V. He saith onto her.] 
(Alf. He saith unto her.) 

17 [The woman answered and said,] (I have no hus- 
band). Jesus said unto her, Thou hast well said, (I have 
no husband). 

[V. Answered and said tinto Him. 8. omits, and said.] 
(Alf. I have not a husband.) 

18 For thou hast had five husbands : (and he whom 
thou now hast) is not thy husband : (in that saidst thou 
truly).^ 

(Alf. And now he whom thoa hast— in this thoa hast spoken troth.) 

If, in the passage, '^ he, whom thon now hast, is not thy husband" 
a stress is to be laid on the word ^'thy/' if after having had five 
legitimate hnsbands, the one whom she now had was so far from being 
her hnsband, that he was the husband of some other woman, the case 
is worse against her than at first sight appears. But when she 
honestly confesses that she has no husband, Jesus does not rouse her 
anger by unsparingly denouncing her sin. He first praises her for the 
truthfulness of her confession. 

She now begins to rise to the knowledge of His character, and it may 
be with a sincere desire to learn where to pray properly — she proposes 
to Him as a prophet, the great question of the day, whether the Temple 
of Jerusalem or on Mount Gerizim, which oyerhung her own city of 
Sychar, was the right place for the worship of God. 

The Patriarch Jacob had offered sacrifice at Sychar, or Shechem. 
(Gen. xxxiii. 20.) From Mount Gerizim the six tribes had solemnly 
pronounced the blessings that should be on those who kept the Ten 
Commandments. (Deut. xxvii. 12.) At Shechem, Joshua before his 
death had recounted to the assembled Israelites God's merciful dealings 
with them. (Josh, xxiy.) A temple, if not then standing, had 



1 In that saldat thou truly. — rovro rovro i\rie&s ltpi}ir«f (as EiihnSl nudn- 
iXfiBh KifniKoSf thi$ hast thou spoken true^ tains) would be ambignoos. — Winer's 
hoc veruM dixisU. On the other hand, Grammar of New TestametU, p. 486. 
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formerly stood on Mount Gterizim. All this might seem to conTey a 
kind of right and legality to the worship offered there. Bnt God had 
chosen one place for His worship, one place only for sacrifices to be 
offered to ECun. He had said, '' Take heed to thyself that thou offer 
not thy burnt offerings in OTery place that thou seest : Bat in the place 
which the Lord shall choose in one of thy tribes, there thoa shalt offer 
thy bnmt offerings, and there thou shalt do aU that I command thee.'* 
(Dent. xii. 18.) This place was Jerasalem. Neither length of time, 
nor the eminence of the worshippers, could inyest any other place with 
the rights which God had given to Jerusalem alone. 

19 The woman saith unto Him, [Sir], I perceive that 
thou art a prophet. 

[S. Omits Sir.] 

20 Our fathers worshipped in this mountain : and ye 
say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to 
worship. 

[S. That it is in Jemsalem where.] 

21 Jesus saith unto her, [Woman, believe Me,] ( [the 
hour Cometh, when ye shall] neither in this mountain, nor 
yet at Jerusalem, worship) the Father. 

[S.V. Believe Me, woman ; A. The honr eometh that ye shall.] 
(Alf. An hour oometh when neither in this mountain nor in Jerusalem shall ye 
wonhip.) 

22 Ye worship (ye know not what : we know what we 
worship : for salvation is of the Jews,) 

(Alf. That which ye know not : we worship that which we know, because salvation 
oometh of the Jews.) 

23 (But the hour eometh), and now is, when the true 
worshippers shall worship the Father (in spirit and in 
truth) : (for the Father seeketh such to worship Him.)* 

(All. Howbeit an honr oometh— in spirit and tmth— for such the Father also 
seeketh them that worship Him to be.) % 



1 In spirit and In tratlL^Eir rtf^^futri peposition iw there denotes the element 

ffol AAi|0€/f, which qualify Tpoincwnicovcafy in which 'wpoiTKwtarhB exeroiBed. — ^Winer's 

must not be resoWed and degraded into Qrammar of New Tettament^ p. 444. 
the adrerbs rywfurrui&s acai &\i|9df . The 
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24 God is a Spirit : and they that worship [Him] mnst 
worship [Him] in spirit and in truth. 

[S. Omits Him ; S. In the spirit of truth.] 
(Alf. Most worship in spirit and truth.) 

In Ins answer, Jesus first declares that the worship at present 
offered to God, whether at Jerusalem or on Mount Oerizim, should 
shortly, very shortly, be abolished. He then settles the question in 
dispute between the Jews and the Samaritans, and gives it in £Eivonr of 
the Jews. The Samaritans worship they know not what. The object 
of their worship, as well as the manner of their worship was wrong. 
Along with the God of Israel they worship false gods, the knowledge 
of which their fathers had brought with them from Babylon and its 
neighbourhood The Jews know what they worship : for 6alvati(»i is 
of the Jews. This was the case both as regards the old dispensation 
and the new. The will of God respecting Himself, and the way in 
which He would be worshipped, was in ancient times revealed to the 
Jews, and so far as it became known to the Gentiles, this knowledge 
was disseminated from the Jews. In the new dispensation, Jesus, the 
author of salvation, was bom of the Jews, and from them He became 
a Light to lighten the Gentiles. 

But true as is the worship which the Jews offer when compared 
with that of the Samaritans, it is not to continue, nay, it is already 
superseded. God has chosen another mode of being worshipped, free 
from the defects of both these. With the true God the Samaritans 
worship false Gods. Their worship is not true. The Jews worship 
the true God, but their worship is not spiritual. It consists chiefly in 
the sacrifice of animals, in rites which begin and end with the body, 
and it is limited to one place, the Temple at Jerusalem. But all these 
are only shadows, types of the worship which Christ should establish. 
God's worship shoidd be the worship of the heart, by acts of devotion, 
faith, hope, repentance. These, wherever offered, and by whomsoever 
offered, should be accepted by God in the place of the victims which 
had hitherto been offered to Him rightly at Jerusalem, but ignorantly, 
superstitiously, and unlawfally at Gerizim. 

In His Sermon on the Mount which our Saviour delivers only a 
short time after this, He shows that the righteousness, the practical 
life of the Christian, must exceed that of the Jew, and in His con- 
versation with this woman He shows that the worship of a Christian 
must differ fr^m that of a Jew in two great particulars. . It must be 
the worship of the soul, not the worship offered by the body merely, and 
it must not be confined to any one locality. He also gives the reason 
of this : '' God is a Spirit : and they that worship Him must worship 
TTim in spirit and in truth." 

25 The woman saith unto Him, I know that Messias 
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Cometh, which is called Christ: (when He is come,) [He will 
tell ns] all things. 

[S. He teUeth ns.] 

(Alf. When He shall oome.) 

26 Jesus saith unto her, I that speak nnto Thee am He. 

The woman only expresses the general expectation, which existed 
at this time that the coming of the Messiah was at hand. Even if the 
Samaritans did not receive the prophets and would therefore be 
ignorant of DaniePs prophecy of the Messiah, the learned among them 
would be acquainted with the prophecy of Jacob, (Gen. xlix. 10,) and 
the rest would know it from common rumour. 

27 And upon this came His disciples, and marvelled 
(that He talked with the woman) : (yet no [man said]). What 
seekest Thou ? or. Why talkest Thou with her.^ 

[S. Said unto Him.] 

(Alf. That He was taUdng with a woman — ^yet no one said.) 



1 Wiih the Woman (fierk ywauchs). So 
also Dr. John Lightfoot (17 cent.) trans- 
lates this passage. His opinion is that 
t^oni^ the article is not expressed ix) 
the Greek, it is to be understood in the 
aense. He supposes that the surprise of 
the disciples was raised, not so much be- 
cause Jesus was talking with a iroman, but 
with a Samaritan. This had already been 
a eause of wonder to herself (Ter. 9). He 
quotes a passage from Mamionides to 
show that the Jews were allowed to buy 
meat of, and to sell meat to, those with 
whom they were not aUowed to enter into 
familiar couTersation. ** For they might 
not use any commerce, nor any converse 
with a person excommunicate (as the 
Samaritans were to the Jews), but only so 
much as for the providing of meat." — 
ICaim. in Talmud, torah, per. 7. — ^Light- 
foot, i. 594. 

The following is Bp. Middleion's note 
on this, " OampbeU lays some stress on 
the absence of the article, and thinks the 
meaning is, with any woman at all. From 
the absence of the article nothing can be 
inferred, because of the preposition. On 
the whole I am inclined to believe that 
the surprise felt by the Apostles was rather 
at our Saviour's conversing with this par- 
ticular woman, than with any woman in- 
discriminately The business of 

fetching water belonged exclusively to 
females ; and wells had, from thai cause, 



become places of resort for the loose and 
licentious of both sexes. It is possible, 
therefore, that the surprise of the disciples 
might be excited, more especially by our 
Saviour's conversing with this particular 
woman, whom He had found in such 
a place; and her appearance, probably, 
bespoke somewhat of her real diaracter, 
as exhibited in the sequel of the story.*' 
— ^n the Greek Article, p. 243. 

Alford translates this, with a woman, 
and Dr. J. B. Lightfoot remarks on it : 
** The EngUsh version, * They marvelled 
that He talked with the woman,' implies 
that the disciples knew her shameful his- 
tory — a highly improbable supposition, 
since she is obviously a stranger whose 
character our Lord reads through His 
divine intuition alone : whereas the true 
rendering, *He talked with a woman,' 
which indeed alone explains the emphatic 
position of yvyauc6st points to their sur- 
prise that He should break through the 
conventional restraints imposed by rab- 
binical authority, and be seen taUang to 
one of the other sex in public. A rab- 
binical precept was, Let no one talk with 
a woman in the street, no not with his 
own wife." — Revision of English New Tes- 
tament, p. 115. 

Between these different translations and 
different explanations the reader must 
choose. But the passage can scarcely be 
cited as a dear instance of careless, or 
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The surprise of the disciples may have been caased either because 
He was holding a conversation with a woman, a stranger and in a 
lonely place, which they looked npon as a breach of Jewish propriety ; 
or, because He was holding a conyersation with this particular woman, 
on the ground, either that she was a Samaritan, or that from certain 
indications, which the disciples easily recognised, she was a woman of 
infamous character ; but whateyer was the source of their surprise, 
reyerence for Jesus preyented them from giving expression to it. 

28 The woman then left her waterpot, and (went her 
way) into the city, and saith to the men, 

(Alf. Went away.) 

29 Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever 
I did : is not this the Christ ? ^ 

(Alf. IsthiBtheChxiflt?) 

30 [Then] they went out of the city, (and came nnto 
Him.) 

(V. A. Omits, Then.] 

(Alf. OmitB, Then — and were coming to Him.) 

She concladed that He was a prophet because He had revealed to 
her the secrets of her own life, and she believes He is the Messiah on 
His own word. In the fulness of her faith and zeal she leaves her 
waterpot, she forgets the errand on which she had been so intent, she 
neglects the water, with which her mind had been so fiill that she had 
no thoughts for the "living water," and hurries into the city to 
announce to others her good news. Her question, Is not this ? or, Is 

eyen, of faulty rendering on the part of little creditable to those who should have 

our Translators, supported as they are by kept their text inviolate, that they have 

such authorities as Dr. John Lightfoot not exerdsed a stricter vigilance over it. 

and Bishop Middleton. It is curious that having escaped error 

1 *' Is not this the Christ? {fthri olros here, our translators should yet have faUen 

iffrip 6 xpi(rr6s ;) Correcting all our pre- into it in the exactly similar phrase at 

viouB translations, our Translators ren- John iv. 29, fi-frri Ivros itrruf 6 x(wrr6s ; 

dered the words, fi^i lvr6t ivrof 6 bi6s where thf y do render. * Is not this the 

t^aptt (Matt. xii. 23) with perfect accuracy: Christ ? * but should have rendered, * Ib 

* Is this the son of David ? * fully under- this the Christ ? * The Samaritan woman 

standing that, according to the different in her joy, as speaking of a thing too good 

idioms of the Greek and English, the to be true, which she wiU suggest, but 

negative particle of the original was not dare not absolutely affirm, asks of her fel- 

to re-appear in the English."— Acts vii. low-countrymen, * Is this the Christ 7 

42 : John viii. 22. I am unable to say Can this be He whom we have looked for 

when the reading, which appears in aU so long ? expecting in reply not a nega- 

our modem Bibles, * Is not this the tive, but an affirmative answer.' '* — ^Arch- 

Son of David?* first crept in: it is bishop Trench on Avihorued VenUm^ 

already in Hammond, 1669; but it is p. 101. 
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this the Christ, as it has been translated, does not imply any hesitancy, 
or halting in her own belief, bnt rather a desire that they should draw 
their own conclosion. 

31 In tEe meanwhile His disciples prayed Him, saying, 
(Master), eat. 

(Alt BabU.) 

32 Bnt He said nnio them, I have meat to eat that ye 
know not of. 

33 [Therefore] [said the disciples one to another], Hath 
any man brought Him ought to eat ?^ 

[B. The dimriplee say one to another (omit Therefore.)] 

34 Jesns saith unto them, My meat is (to do the will) 
of Him that sent Me, and (to finish) His work. 

(All That I ahonld do the wiU— and shonld finieh.) 

Onr Savionr is gradually nnfolding the object of His Own Mission, 
as well as that of His disciples, in their degree, and he iacites them 
by various considerations zealotusly to fhlfil it. As He had just done 
in His conyersation with the Samaritan woman, so He now acts with 
His disciples. He kindles their cariosity and interest by using words, 
that are in common use, in a higher sense. Words that are generally 
confined to the body and its wants, He applies to the soul. Hi^f 
hmiger, His longing for the conyersion of the Samaritans was so 
intense that the hmiger of His body was nothing to it. According to 
your nsnal mode of reckoning, He says, there are yet fonr months 
unto the harvest ; bnt I can point out to you a harvest now ready, 
fields already ripe for the harvest ; a harvest, too, in which those who 
gather it in shall receive as their wages not an earthly recompense but 
life eternal. 

The fields '' white already to harvest " were the city of Sychar 
and the other cities of Samaria, the firstfrnits of which was the body 
of men who were retuming with the Samaritan woman to hear Jesns 
for themselves. The harvest was their conversion to thefEuth in Jesns 
as the Messiah, the Son of God. The reapers were Jesns Himself 
and His disciples, who by their teaching were bringing to perfection 



^ Hath any man. See. — Mt} (ft^i) is prised if he received one : John iv. 88. 

^ued when a negatlTe answer is presumed Has any one bronght Him anything to 

or expected. Some, however, think that eat t (I do not think so; especially as we 

m4 sometimes anticipates an affirmative are here in the oouitry of the Samari- 

tmswer in the New Testament. Bat the tans. — ^Winer's Qrammar of New Te$ta-' 

speaker, in such case, always leans to a merU, p. 584. 
negative answer, and would not he ear- 
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the first prinoiples of reyerence towards God, which Moses and otfaen 
had sown in their hearts. 

85 (Say ye not), There are yet four months, and then 
Cometh harvest ? (Behold) I say unto you, Lift up your 
eyes, (and look on) the fields : for [they are white already 
to harvest]. 

[8. V. A. For they are white to harvest. Already (Jl adds also) he thai reapeth.] 
(Alf . Say not ye— lo— 4aid behold— that they are white to harvest already.) 

36 And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth 
fruit unto life eternal : (that [both] he that soweth and he 
that reapeth) may rejoice together. 

[V. Omits, both.] 

(Alf. Omits, And— that both the sower and the reaper.) 

87 And herein is that saying true. One soweth, end 
another reapeth.^ 

(Alf. For herein is [fulfilled] that tme saying, One is the sower and another the 
reaper.) 

38 I sent you to reap that whereon (ye bestowed) no 
labour : (other men laboured), and ye are entered into their 
labours. 

(Alf. Te have bestowed— others haye laboured.) 

Of the words " Say ye not there are yet four months and then 
eometh harvest/' other interpretations have been offered ; but there 
is no snfScient reason to reject the literal meaning. If the literal 
sense be correct, it will fix the date of this conyersation. 

Lightfoot (ii. 644) explains the words of verse 85 as pregnant with 
meaning. He quotes several ancient Jewish writers to show that the 
time for sowing wheat and spelt was during the months Tisri and 
Marheshvan, or from the middle of September to the middle of 
November, and that the time for sowing the barley was in the months 
Shebat aud Adar, from January to March, or seventy days before the 
Passover. The conclusion which he draws from this is that, though 



1 That trae saying (6 AXi^etybs).— " A the tme saying/* the article is absolutely 

few MSS. are without the article; bat as neoessazy, as in St. John i. 9; vi. 32; 

Matthai well observes, ** et abesae et odeBse xv. 1. . . . The great majority of 

poUsV If we render, ** in this instance MSS. ought, I think, to preyail ; they are 

the saying is trae," the article must be at least as fifty to one."— Middleton on 

oxnitted : bat if, "in this is exemplified the Greek Article^ p. Ui. 
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JeenB says there are yet four months to the harrest, the seed for that 
hanrefit was only partuJly sown, the barley, the hope of the harvest to 
oome, was not yet committed to the gromid. The knowledge of this 
fiEust helps to throw additional light on onr Savionr's words. Directing 
their attention to the mnltitodes of Samaritans whom He saw coming 
towards them, He said, " lift np your eyes, and look on the fields : 
for they are white already to harvest." Behold what a harvest of 
souls are here, where there has been but scanty seed sown. Com- 
pared with the Jews, only little seed had been sown among the 
Samaritans, either in the time of the prophets, or during the Ministry 
of Jesus Himself. The last eight months He had spent in Judssa and 
Jerusalem, and this is His first visit to Samaria, and see how ready 
they are to receive His word and to believe in Him as the Christ. 

The harvest of the Jews b^an at the Passover. On the second 
day of the Passover the Law enjoined them to bring a sheaf of the first- 
fruits of their harvest, and wave it before the Lord, and from that day they 
counted seven weeks to Pentecost. (Levit. xxiii. 10-15.) The Passover 
was the fourteenth day of the first month — ^Nisan (the end of March 
and the beginning of April). Four months before the Passover would 
be about the end of our November. 

39 And many of the Samaritans of that city believed 
[on Him] for the saying of the woman, which testified, He 
told me all that [ever] I did. 

[S. Omits, on Him ; S. V. Omit, erer.] 
{AIL In mm.) 

40 (So when the Samaritans were come) unto Him, they 
besonght Him (that He would tarry) with them : and He 
(abode) there two days. 

[V. Were eome together nnto Him : S. And He abode with them two days.] 
(All WhAn therefore the Samaritans eame— to tarry— tarried.) 

41 And many more believed because of (His Own 
word). 

(Alf. His word.) 

42 And said unto the woman, (Now we believe, not 
because [of thy saying]) [for we have heard (Him ourselves)], 
and know that this is indeed [the Christ] the Saviour of 
the world* 

[S. Of thy testimony ; S. We have heard Him onrselyes ; S. Y. Omit, the Christ.] 
(All No longer do we believe beoanse of thy story— for oarselyes— omits, the 
CfazM.) 

h2 
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The honesty and sinoerity of the Samaritans contrast well with 
the hardness and unbelief of the Jews. After converse with Him 
for two days only the Samaritans believe that Jesus is the* Saviour 
of the world. After three years' preaching, after the performance 
of so many and of such mighty miracles, the Jews as a body 
refuse to believe in Him. Belief and unbelief in Jesus as God 
depended not so much on the proofs that were offered, as on the 
heart and on the previous life of those to whom the proo& were 
exhibited. 

It may be that Jesus remained only two days with the 
Samaritans out of consideration for the Jews, to avoid the 
reproach which they would be sure to fix upon Him for it, and 
the conclusion they would draw, that He could not be the Christ, 
because Christ was promised not to the Samaritans but to the 
Jews. 

43 Now after (two days) He departed thence, and went 
into Galilee. 

[8. y. He departed thenoe into Galilee.] 

(Alf . The two days— He departed thenoe into Galilee.) 

44 For Jesus Himself testified that a prophet hath no 
honour in his own country. 

46 (Then when He was come) into Galilee, the Galilseans 
received Him, having seen all the things that He did at 
Jerusalem at the feast : for they also went unto the feast. 

(Alf. When therefore He came.) 

Usoally Nazareth, His own conntry, would be included under the 
term Galilee, but here His own count^ is used in contradistinction to 
Galilee. Jesus went not to Nazareth, because He knew that a 
prophet had no honour in his own country, but He went into Galilee, 
that is, into the other parts of Galilee. 

Continuing his journey from Judsea into Galilee (iy. 8), which had 
been interrupted by His conversation with the Samaritan woman, our 
Sayiour goes to Gana in Galilee, leaving or passing by Nazareth, 
(Matt. iy. 13,) because a prophet had no honour in his own country. 
Nazareth had been His residence. His country from childhood up 
to manhood, and the inhabitants despised Him, being, as they 
thought, the son of a carpenter. He probably goes to Cana to 
confirm by His presence the faith in Him which Bib former miracle 
had created. 

46 (So Jesus came again into) Cana of Galilee, where 
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He made the water wine. And there was a certain noble- 
man, whose son was sick at Capernaum.^ 

[S. So fhey eame again; Y. So He eama again ; 8.* Where th^y made.] 
(Margin, Gonrtier, or mler.) 
(Alt So He came again nnto.) 

47 [When he heard that Jesus was come out of Juda^ 
into GaJilee, he went unto Him], and besought [Him] (that 
He would come down), and heal his son : for he was at the 
point of death. 

46-47 [8. Now there was a certam noUeman, whose son was siok at Capharnanm 
(Gaphamamn, also Y.) ; he hearing that Jesos was oome out of Jodna into Qalilee, 
went therefore unto Him ; 8. Y. Omit, Him.] 

(Alt The same when he heard, etc., — ^to come down.) 

48 Then said Jesus unto him, Except ye see signs and 
wonders, ye will not believe.* 

(Alt Te will nerer beUere.) 



1 A certain nobleman {^p ns jBo^tXijcbt) 
— " It is hard in the variety of constrac- 
lions that are given of the Greek word 
fiariXMchs, to teU what this man was that 
was so titled. The vulgar Latin and 
Erasmus render it regubut a little king; 
the Syriac, one of tiie king's servants ; 
whieh the Arahio followed in sense, though 
not in words. The Italian hath it signore, 
a great man, or of high degree : Nonnns, 
fiarOilitos ia^pj a man of the king's, which 
is the very epithet that is used by the 
Arabic, and several other expositions of 
it are given."— Lightfoot, i. 605. 

s Signs and Wonders.—*' These words 
{rdpatt ffriftMtop, 9^afus, $p9o^, iroftiZo^oy, 
6«v/kb'foir) have this in common, that they 
are all used to characterise the snper- 
natnral works wrought by Christ in the 
days of His flesh : ^ns <nifiJitop, John ii» 
11 ; Acts ii. 19 ; r^pas. Acts ii. 22 ; John 
iv. 48 ; Upofus, Mark vi. 2 ; Acts ii. 22 ; 
(v^w, Luke xiii. 17 : voftHio^op, Luke v. 
26 : 0av/tdirtop, Mark zxi 15 : while the 
first three, which axe far the most asnal, 
are in like manner employed of the same 
snpeznatiiral works wrought in the power 
of Christ by His Apostles (2 Cor. zii. 12). 
They wHl be found, on examination, not 
so much to represent different kinds of 
mirades, as miracles contemplated under 
different aspeots and from different points 
of view. 



** Tipas and fffifiJitop are often linked to- 
gether in the New Testament (John iv. 
48; Acts ii. 22; iv. 80; 2 Cor. zii. 12), 
and times out of number in the Septuagint. 

"The same miracle is upon one side a 
r4pas, on another a a^/^iop, and the words 
must often refer, not to d^erent dasses 
of miracles, but to different qualities in 
the same miracles ; in the words of Lampe 
(Com. in John, vol. i. p. 513), *Eadem 
enim miracula did possunt siffna^ qua- 
tenus aliquid sen occultum sen futurum 
docent: et prodigia (ripaera) quatenus 
aliquod extraordinarium, quod stuporem 
exdtat, sistunt. Hinc sequitur signorum 
notionem latius patere, quam prodigiorum, 
omnia prodigia sunt <t^na, quia in ilium 
usum a Deo dispensata, ut arcanum indi- 
cent. Sed omnia signs non sunt prodi> 
gia, quia ad signandum res cdestes ali- 
quando etiam res communes adhibentur." 

Origen long ago called attention 

to the fact &at the name r4ma is never 
in the New Testament apjpued to these 
works of wonder, except in association 
with some other name. They are often 
called ffJifiStm, often ivpofiStSf often ripvra 
icol o*i}/ic<a, more than once ripurm, ffriftMta, 
icai Svpofuu, but never ripttra Blame, The 
observation was well wortii making; 
for the fact which we are thus bidden to 
note is indeed eminently charaoteristio of 
the mirades of the New Testament, 
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49 The nobleman saith nnto Him, (Sir), come down ere 
my child die* 

[A. Ere my Km die.] 
(Alf. Lord.) 

60 Jesus saith nnto him, Go thy way : thy son liveth. 
[And] the man believed [the word (tiiat Jesus had spoken) 
unto him, and he went his way.] 

[S. Y. Omit, And ; S. The word of JesiiB and we&t hia way.] 
(Alf. Omits, And— that Jeroa spake.) 

51 (And) as he was now going down, [his servants met 
him, and told him, saying, (Thy son) liveth.] 

[S. The servants met him and told thai his son liyeth ; Y. Omits, and told him; 
Y. A. That his son liveth.) 

(Alf. But— and brought tidings— Thy child.) 

62 (Then enquired he of them [the hour when]) he 
began to amend. (And) they said unto him, Yesterday 
(at) the seventh hour the fever left him. 

[Y, The very hour wherein.] 

(Alf. He inquired therefore of them the hoax in whiob— So— in.) 

53 (So the father knew) that it was (at the same hour) 
in the which [Jesus said unto him]. Thy son liveth : and 
himself believed, and his whole house. 

[8. He said nnto him.] 

(Alf. The iather knew therefore — in that hour.) 



namely, that a title, by whidh more than speak, it is a kind of finger-post ef GoeU 

any other these might seem to hold on to pointing for ns to this; valuable not so 

the prodigies and portents of the heathen much for what it is, as for what it indi- 

world, and to have something akin to cates of the graoe and power of the doer, 

them, should thas never be permitted to or of the oonneotion with a higher world 

appear, except in company of some other, in which He stands. (Mark xvi. 90 ; Acts 

necessarily suggesting higher thoughts -by, 8 ; Heb. iL 4 ; Exod. vii. 9, 10 ; 1 

abont them. Kings xiii. 8.) It istobexegratted 

**Bat the miracles are also <nifi4ia that o^^t^My is not always rendered sign in 

.... Among all the names which the oor version ; that in the Gospel of St. 

miracles bear, their ethical end and John, where it is of very frequent reenr- 

purpoee comes out in o^^Sioi' with the rence, * sign,' too often givea place to the 

moat distinctness, as in r4pas with the vaguer 'miracle:* and sometimes not 

least. It is resolved and declared in the without serious loss ; thus see, iii. 3; vii. 

very word that the prime object and end ftl : x. 41 ; and above all, vi. 36." — ^Anh- 

of the mirade is to lead us to something bishop Trench on Synomymi of U€w Tesfa- 

out of and beyond itseU : that, so to m«iU, p. 834. 
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ThiB ruler (fitunXum), aceording to the nse of the word by 
JoflephaSy was probably one of Herod's officers. It is not stated 
whettier he was a Jew or a Qentile. The weakness of his fiiith and 
our Sayionr's words to him, *' Except ye see signs and wonders, ye 
will not believe/' rather favonr the opinion that he was a Jew. The 
Gentiles were far more open to conviction that Jesns was the Christ 
than the Jews were. The Samaritans had lately given a very striking 
example of this. The Jews above all others required '' signs and 
wonders/' «.«., the exercise of snperhnman power, either in accordance 
with the wor^ng of nature, sneh as suddenly to heal the sick, or in 
opposition to it, such as to raise the dead. 

In this ease Jesns had two cures to work, the cnre of the father's 
onbehef, and the cnre of his son's fever. The fBither had perhaps 
heard of the miracle which a few months before Jesns had performed 
at Gana, how he had tamed the water into wine ; or he was one of the 
Oalikeans who had seen all the things that He did at Jemsalem at the 
feast ; or he may have only heard of these, and his faith was less 
perfect than if he had seen them. Anyhow, he conld only connect His 
power with His presence, and nrges Jesns to come down to Capemanm, 
a distance of twenty-five miles, ere his child died. But on his impor- 
tonity, Jesns by a word heals both the father and the son : the father 
of his unbelief, and the son of his fever. By the question which he 
puts to his servants '' when he began to amend," it would seem that 
even than the father did not expect a sudden but a gradual recoveiy. 
On hearing the account of his servants as to the hour when the fever 
left his son, the father believes still more in Jesus. He believes not 
only thai He haa power to heal the sick, but also that He is the 
Christ. 

The fever left the child at the seventh hour. Beckoning from sun- 
rise the seventh hour would be one o'clock at noon, or from midday, it 
would be seven o'clock in the evening. The latter would readily 
explain the expression of the servants, " Yesterday, at the seventh 
hour." Travelling all night, they would meet the father on the 
morning of the following day. Against this we must set the improbability 
tbere is that St. John would put into the mouth of these servants, 
Galiheaoft, or living in Galilee, a maoner of reckoning time which was 
never used in any part of Palestine. 

This healing of the nobleman's son must not be confounded with 
the healing of, the centurion's son, which St. Matthew (viii. 6) and 
St. LAb (vii. 1) record. They are different cases. In the case of 
the Centurion's son, Jesus had entered into Capernaum, but here 
the nobleman eemes to Jesus, who was still at Gana. In the former 
Jeens expressed great willingness to go to the house, but the centurion 
deemed it unnecessary, and himself unworthy of His presence, and 
tliat His word was sufficient; but the nobleman entreats Jesus to 
8» down eae his child die. In the former case '' palsy " is mentioned 
tt the malady, in the latter ** fever/' In the centurion's case the sick 
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might be, and most probably was, his seryant {irat^) ; in the noble- 
man's case it was his son (6109). The difference between them will 
be more striking when seen in juxtaposition. 



St. Matthxw viii. 

And when JesuBwas entered into 
Gapemaom. 

There oame nnto Him a oentnrion 
{Uvr6rrapxos) beseeehing Him. 
6 And saying, Lord my Beryant 
(6 irais fiov) lieth at home, siok of 
the palsy {frofMKvrucht) grieyouBly 
tormented. 



7 And JesuB saith nnto him, I wiU 

oome and heal him. 

8 The oenturion {ixa r6v rapxos) an- 

swered and said, Lord, I am not 
worthy that Thon shonldest oome 
under my roof, but speak the 
word only, and my seryant (6 irais 
fiov) shall be heiEJed. 9 For I 
am a man under authority, baying 
soldiers under me : and I say to 
this man, Go, and he goeth, and to 
another, Oome and he cometh, and 
to my seryant, Do this, and he 
doeth it. 

10 When Jesus heard it, He maryelled, 
and said to them that followed, 
Yeril^ I say unto you, I haye not 
found so great futh, no, not in 
Israel. 11 And I say unto yon, 
That many shall oome from the 
east and west, and shall sit down 
with Abraham, and Isaac and 
Jacob, in the Kingdom of Heayen, 
12 But the children of the king- 
dom, shall be cast out into outer 
darlmess: there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth. 

18 And Jesus said unto the centurion, 
(r£ ^Kororrdpx^)* Oo thy way ; 
and as thou hast belieyea, so be 
it done unto thee. And his ser- 
yant {6 iroif AvTov) was healed in 
the selfsame hour). 



BT.70HHiT. 



46 And there was a certain noUeman 

(TVS fiaa-OaKhs) whose son (4 v&s) 
was siok at Gapemanm. 

47 When he heard that Jesus was oome 

out of JudflBa into Galilee, he sent 
nnto Him and besought Him that 
He would oome down and heal his 
son (ikvrov rhr vthp) for he was at 
the point of death. 



48 Then said JesoB unto hijn, Exoept 

ye see signs and wonders, ye wul 
not belieye. 

49 The nobleman (4 fiuriXuths) saith 

unto Him, Sir, come down ere my 
child {rh vatiiop fiov) die. 



SO JesuB saith unto him, Go thy way : 
thy son (i vi6s <rov) liyeth: And 
the man belieyed the word that 
Jesus had spoken unto him, and 
he went his way. 

61 And as he was now going down his 

seryants met him, and told bim« 
saying thy son {6 wais irov) liyeth. 

62 Then enquired he of them tiie hour 

when he began to amend. And 
they said unto him, yesterday at 
the seyenth hour the foyer (4 
mptrhs) left him. 
68. So the father knew that it was at 
the same hour, in the which Jesus 
said unto him, Thy son (6 vlhs ^ov\ 
liyeth : and himself behered, ana 
his whole house. 
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Both the centurion and the nobleman lived at Gapemamn. The 
miracnlons cure of the nobleman's son by a word from Jesns, who was 
dwelling at Gana, twenty-five miles off, would be known to every one 
in Capernaum. This may have produced the vigorous fiedth in the 
centurion, which dtew forth the praise of Jesus Himself, when a short 
time after this he said, '' Speak the word only and Thy servant shall 
be healed." 

54 (This is again the second miracle that Jesus did)^ 
when he was come out of Judsea into Galilee. 

(Alf. This again, a seoond miiaole did Jesna.) 

The Authorised English Version has imparted a degree of obscurity 
to this verse which does not belong to the Ghreek. The simple trans- 
lation is, " This again, a second miracle, did Jesus, when He was 
come out of Judasa into Galilee." On His first visit to Gana in 
Qalilee, after He had left Judasa, He made the water wine, now on 
His second visit direct from JudsBa He heals the nobleman's son. 
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE TO CHAPTER Y. 



The Water Snpplyi or Bjstem by which Jenualem was fdnushed 
with a constant supply of water was one of the most wonderfdl things 
in that wonderful citjr. The following extracts will tend to throw some 
light upon it : — 

" The cisterns, in what is now called the Sanctuary, appear to have 
been connected by a system of channels cut out of the rock; so 
that when one was full the surplus water ran into the next, and so on 
until the final overflow was carried off by a channel into ihe EednML 
One of the cisterns, that known as the Great Sea, would contain two 
miUion gallons ; and the total number of gallons which could be stored 
probably exceeded ten miUions/' — Recovery of Jentsalem, p. 17. 

" The ancient supply of water appears to have been obtained from 
springs, weUs, the coUection of rain in pools and cisterns, and water 
brought from a distance by aqueducts. The extensive remains of 
cisterns, pools, and aqueducts show that little dependence was placed 
on any natural springs existing in or near the city ; and, indeed, from 
the formation of the ground it is doubtful whether any existed besides 
the Fountain of the Virgin in the Eedron Valley. There may have 
been a source in the Tyropseon Valley, but it could only have been a 
small and not very lasting one." — Idem, p. 19. 

*' Water was brought into the city by two aqueducts, the ' low 
level ' and the ' high level ; ' but the course of the former can alone 
be traced within the walls of the city." — Idem, p. 28. 

^' In this investigation the interesting question of the supposed 
spring inside the walls of Jerusalem and under the Temple Courts has 
been for the first time followed to the bottom, and the result appears 
to be that while there is no actual spring within the walls, the whole 
mount is so honeycombed with cisterns as to give ample materials for 
the conjecture of Tacitus and for the imagery of Scripture.*' — Mecovery 
of Jerusalem (Introduction), xvii. 

Fool of Bethesda. — '^ Immediately to the east of the hill is 
a small valley, which falls into the Kedron about 100 yards south 
of St. Stephen's Gate. On its left bank stands the Church of St. 
Anne, and in its bed has been formed the traditional Pool of 
Bethesda, called in the most ancient MSS. of the New Testament 
Bethzatha^y a name not unlike that of the fourth hill — ^Bezatha." — 
p. 11. 

* Not quite oozreot (S. Bethzatha, Y. Bethsaida). 
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" The Pool of Bethesda was made across the valley, and not in 
the direction of its length." — Recovery of Jerusalem, p 12. 

" Pool of Bethesda (Birket Israel) lies in the valley which mns 
past St. Anne's Ghnrch ; but the drainage of this is not sufficient to 
supply such a large tank, and it must have been fed from some other 
soxmse. Though partly filled with rubbish, it still has a depth of forty 
feet ; it is oat of repair, and does not now hold water." — p. 22. 

Siloam. — *' The two pools of Siloam are at the b<^m of the 
TyropsBon Valley, and were probably made for the irrigation of the 
gardens below. They derive their supply partly from the surface 
drainage, and partly from the Fountain of the Virgin, the water of 
which is brought to them by a subterranean chaunel." — ^p. 22. 

'* The present supply of water is almost entirely dependent on the 
collection of the winter rainfall, which is much less than has generally 
been supposed, as by a strange mistake the rain-gauge was formerly 
read four times higher than it should have been. According to Dr. 
Chaplin's observations the average rainfall during the years 1860-64 
was 19*86 inches, the maximum being 22*975 inches, and minimum 
150 inches."— p. 26. 
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II. 

The Acts of Jesub in Jud^ba. — Second Pasboveb. (t. 1.) 



CHAPTER V. 



1 Jesu» on the Sabbath day cureth him that was diseased eight-and- 
thirty years; 10 The Jews therefore cavil, and persecute Him for 
it; 17 He answereth for Himself and reproveth them, showing 
by the testimony of His Father, 32 ofJohn^ 36 of His works, 39 
and of the Scriptures, who He is. 

1 After this there [was a feast] of the Jews : and Jesus 
went up to Jerusalem. 

[8. Was the feast.] 
[Alf. After these things.] 

Fbom the earliest times a difiference of opinion has existed with respect 
to the nature of this feast. Some have supposed that the Passover, 
and others that the Feast of Pentecost is meant. The following con- 
siderations are offered in favour of this feast being the Passover. 

The Passover was held to be the greatest of all the Jewish feasts, 
80 much greater than the others that it was considered the feast of the 
Jews, so much so that it is generally admitted that if the article were 
prefixed to iofyrq, scarcely a doubt could remain that the Passover was 
here meant. Though the article is not found in all the MSS., and ia 
wanting in some of those of the greatest authority, it is found in the 
Sinaitic Manuscript, which, as Prof. Tischendorf thinks, is the most 
ancient and the most important of all, and which is certainly one of 
very great antiquity and of verv great authority. On this and other 
grounds the article before iopn] has been admitted by Prof. Tischen- 
dorf into the text. — Greek Testament, last edition. 

In the last chapter Jesus said there were yet four months to the 
harvest, or to the Passover. The Passover would be the next great 
feast that occurred after this. If, therefore, this be not the Passover, 
but the Feast of Pentecost, as Ghrysostom, Cyril, and others have 
thought, it implies that a Passover has been celebrated fifty days 
before this feast, and which St. John has omitted to record. But St. 
John has mentioned by name the first, the third, and the fourth 
Passover during our Saviour's Ministry, is it not tiierefore probable 
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that he would mention the second ? But if this be the Feast of 

Pentecost and not the Passover, it still proves there were fonr 

Passovers during His Ministry. For the mention of the Feast of 

Pentecost as much implies that a Passover had taken place fifty days 

before, as if that were expressly stated. No feast was kept during the 

four months immediately preceding the Passover, except the Feast of 

Dedication. Bat the Jews were not commanded to assemble at 

Jemsalem to keep this feast, nor was it celebrated at Jemsalem 

with very much greater solenmity than it was in any other place. 

Another consideration that goes to show that this feast was the 

Passover is this : St. Mark (iL 13, Sec.), and St. Luke (v. 27 and vi. 

1, &c.y) place the rebuking of the disciples for plucking the ears of 

eom on the Sabbath day as the next event after the call of Levi. But 

St. Luke fixes the day on which the plucking of the ears of com took 

place, and calls it by a name which implies that a Passover had 

occurred just before it. It happened iv o-a/S/Sar^ BevTepoTrptar^, 

or on the first Sabbath after the second day in the Passover week.^ 

On this second day they offered their first fruitis sheaf (Levit. xxiii. 11), 

and from this second day they counted their weeks and Sabbaths until 

Pentecost. Until the offering of the first sheaf had sanctified the com 

it was not lawful either to put in the sickle, or to pluck the ears of 

com to eat. On this ground harmonists are generally agreed in 

placing the feast here mentioned by St. John between the call of Levi 

and the rebuke of the disciples by the Pharisees for plucking the ears 

of com on the Sabbath day. 

Li St. John's narrative there is an interval of about four months 
between this chapter and the last. But the other Evangelists enable 
us to fill in this interval with a fair account of the works which our 
Saviour wrought during that time. After Jesus had said there were 



^ The first Second-day Sabbath (2aj3- their name tiU the eeven were ran out ; 
fioToif ZwrtpowpwTov), " The law enjoined as the first was called lafifiarrov Uvrtoo- 
ttuit the next morrow after the eating of irpwroy, the first second- day Sabbatn ; 
the Passoyer should be kept holy like a the next lafifiofrov SevrepoSJvrcpoi', the 
Sabbath (Exod. xii. 16), and accordingly second second day Sabbath ; the next 
it is caUed a Sabbath. (Levit. xxiii. 7, ta&fiarov Z^vr^pArptTov, the third second- 
11.) And there the Law also enjoins day Sabbath ; and so the rest of all the 
that the next day after that Sabbatical seyen through. Now let it be observed 
day they shall offer the sheaf of first (1) That no com — ^no, not ears of com — 
frmts to the Lord, and from that day might be eaten till the first-fruits sheaf 
they should count seyen Sabbaths to was offered and waved before the Lord 
Pentecost, which was their solemn festi- (Levit. xxiii. 14) ; (2) That it was waved 
▼al and thanksgiving for that holy har- the second day of the Passover week ; (8) 
▼est, viz., barley-harvest, which they That this was the first Sabbath after that 
had then inned. (Levit. xxiii. 15, 16, 17.) second day, when the disciples pluckt the 
That day, therefore, that they offered ears of com, and it will plainly evince 
their first barley sheaf, and from which that we must look for a Passover before 
they were to count the seven Sabbaths o> this story, and so it will show the war- 
weeks forward, being the second in the ranty and justness of taking in the fifth 
Passover week, the Sabbaths that fol- of John next before it."— Lightfoot, 
lowed did cany a memorial of that day in L 222. 
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four monihs to the harrest cft PasBoyer, He tarried two days in 
Sychar, then He goes into Galilee, avoiding His own city Nazareth 
(John iy. 43). A&r some delay in Gkdilee teaching in their syna- 
gogaes, (Luke iy. 14, &c.)i He goes to Nazareth. The inhabitants of 
Nazareth having endeayoored to take His life He went to Gapemaam, 
called foar disciples, cast oat a devil, healed Peter's mother-in-law 
and others that were diseased, goes and preaches in the synagogaes of 
Galilee (Mark i. 23-89), cleanses and heals a leper in one of those 
cities (Luke v. 12), returns to Capemanm and recovers a man sick of 
the palsy, and calls Levi from the receipt of custom (Mark ii.). Such 
are some of the works which Jesus wrought between His healing of the 
nobleman's son and the Feast of the Passover, for which He now goes 
up to Jerusalem. 

2 Now there is (at Jerusalem, by the sheep market) 
a pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, 
having five porches.^ 

[By (8.* A., in) the sheep market a pool: 8. A sheep pod: 8. Bethsaiha: ▼. 
Bethsaida.] 

(Margin, gate.) 

(Alf. In Jenuialem by the sheep gate.) 

The word '^ gate " completes the meaning better than the word 



1 Now there is at Jerusalem (^<m Sc 
iv rois UpoffoX^fjMis). " Kg expositor of 
any judgment would admit the possibility 
that iffrl eould be put for j|v. On the 
other hand, the use of the Present does 
not necessarily prove that the locality is 
still as described by the latter."— A^'iner*s 
Orammar of New Teitameni, 283. 

Gtates of Jerusalem. "The modem 
city is entirely surrounded by a massive 
well-built wall, provided with numerous 
flanking towers, and is protected on the 
north by a ditch partly cut in the rock. 
There are five gates now open, and five 
dosed. Of the former the Jaffa Gate is 
on the west, the Damascus Gate on the 
north, St. Stephen's on the east, and the 
Zion and Dung Gates on the south. Of 
the latter the Bab er-Zahire is on the 
north, the Golden Gate on the east, and 
the Single, Double, and Triple Gates on 
the south.'* — Recovery ofJenudUm^ p. 7. 

In the Hebrew tongue (kfipdiffrX), 
" They mean the Chaldeo language, which, 
from their return out of Babylon, had 
been their mother tongue ; and they call 
it the language of those beyond Euphrates 
(although used also in common with 
the Syrian on this side Euphrates!, that 
with respect to the Jews they mignt dis- 
tinguish it from the andent holy tongue 



as not being the tongue they used before 
they went into captivity, but that whieh 
they brought along with them beyond 
Euphrates."— Lightfoot, ii. 645. 

" Batheeda is oonodved by some to be 
derived or compounded of two weeds 
which signify the place of effunoiij a 
falling in of waten, dther, say some, 
because the rain water falling off the 
houses gathered here ; or as ' others, 
because the waters used in the Temple 
fell through an underground channel 
hither ; or as yet some others, because 
water ran out of another pool into this ; 
nay yet some further have dreamed of 
the blood of the sacrifices running in 
hither. But certainly (to omit to exa- 
mine these opinions) the title of the 
place of effunon is a note but little dis- 
tinctive of a peculiar pool (and it is 
apparent enough that the Evangelist 
would put a distinction upon this pool 
here), since it may be given to any pool 
near Jerusalem, or near any dty whatso- 
ever. The Syriac, therefore, hath more 
pertinently and properly expressed it as 
signifying the place of mercy or compas- 
sion, in regard of the virtue that it had of 
healing those that were diseased," — 
Lightfoot, i. 661. 
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" miirket,'* for ihe sheep-gate waB a well-known gate in Jerasalem. 
Nehemiah relates that, on their retom from captivity, the high priest 
rose np with his brethren the priests, and they boilded the sheep-gate ; 
they sanctified it and set up the doors of it. (Neh. iii. 1.) Through 
this gate the sheep required for the daily service of the Temple would 
be brought into Jerusalem from the neighbouring country. 

Some have supposed that the Pool of Bethesda was used for 
washing the animals preparatory to their being o£fered in sacrifice. 
Lightfoot, whose opinion can seldom be safely despised on subjects 
connected with the Jews or the Temple worslup, is strongly opposed 
to this, on the ground (ii 645) (1) That the practice of washing the 
animals prior to their being sacrificed is nowhere alluded to in Holy 
Scripture ; and (2) That he has searched the traditional writings in 
order to discover such a Custom, and cannot find a trace of it. It is 
true that the entrails were washed after the animal was slain, but for 
this purpose a room was set apart in the Temple itself called the 
washmg-room. In his opinion the original purpose of this pool with 
its five porticoes or cloister-ways covered above and open on one side 
was for the washing of men and not of animals, of men who were 
unclean either from some legal or traditionary defilement Each class 
of the unclean might have its own separate portico according to the 
nature of the defilement, and through which they entered the water. 
The cases of purification on account of uncleanness either legal or 
traditional were so numerous that if all the pools in Jerusalem had 
been used for this purpose, they would scarcely have been more than 
sufficient. The Syriac interpreter renders this passage. There wad at 
Jerusalem a certain jplace of baptistery. By this he may have intended 
the washing of unclean persons and not of animals. This pool was 
probably of considerable size. In some of the old translations (see 
Fulke's New Testament) it is called " a pond." 

The Evangelist mentions only three kinds of diseased people who 
came to this pool to be healed, probably as specimens of the rest : 
these being among the diseases that were the most difficult to cure, 
and which most impeded their descent into the pool. 

3 In these lay (a great multitude of impotent folk), of 
blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the water.^ 

[8. V. Omit, great : S. V. A.* Omit, waiting for the moTing of the water.] 
(Alf. A multitude of the sick— omits, waiting for, &o,) 

4 For an angeP went down at a certain season into the 



^withered ((iipdy). ** Sinew-shrunk, dearly recognises these yerses (* Pis- 

u in 1 Kings liiL 4 ; Matt. xii. 10." — dnam Bethsaidam angelos interreniena 

I^tfoot i. 661. eommonebat,* de Bapt. 6), as do Cyril, 

' Tor an angel, &o. '* TertoUaan Ghiysoatom, Amhroee (twioe), Theophy* 
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pool, and troubled the water : whosoever then first after 
the troubling of the water stepped in was made whole of 
whatsoever disease he had. 

[S. V. Omit, this verse : A. An angel of the Lord washed at a certain seaBon.] 
(Alf. Omits, this verse.) 

The Sinaitic, Vatican, and Alexandrine MSS. omit the last clause 
of the third yerse, and the whole of the fourth. Some have therefore 
concluded that these words were added by a later hand, and by way of 
explanation. But the passage ^ must have been in the text in very 
early times. For TertuUian (a.d. 160-245) quotes the passage, 
probably a hundred years before any one of these three manuscripts was 
written, and his copy of St. John certainly contained the words in 
dispute. (De BaptismOf 5: i. 1205, Migne.) 

5 (And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity 
thirty and eight years.) 

[S. And there was a certain man which had.] 

(Alf. And there was a certain man there, which had heen thirfy and eight yean in 
his infirmity.) 

6 When Jesus saw him (lie), and knew that he had been 
[now] a long time in that case, He saith nnto him, (Wilt 
thou) be made whole ?^ 

[8. Omits, now.] 

(Alf. Lying— DesircBt thon to.) 

7 (The impotent man) [answered Him], Sir, I have no 
man, when the water is troubled, to put me into the pool ; 
but while I am coming another (steppeth) down before me. 

[A. Saith onto Him.] 
(Alf. The sick man— goeth.) 

laot, and EnthymiuB. No otibier ecde- thus hecoming the parents of a new 

siastical writers allude to the narratiye, family of copies, wonld originate and 

unique and perplexing as it is. — Sori- keep up diversities from the first edition, 

veneres Introd. to Criticiitnof New Testa' without any fault on the part of tnm- 

mentt p. 488. scribers." — Idem, p. 16. 

** It may be reasonably thought that a ^ Wilt thou be made whole f ** There 

portion of these yarious readings, and is sometimes an ellipsis of even a sen- 

those among the most considerable, had tence. In John y. 6, 7, Uie answer i^pmwow 

their origin in a cause which must haye obic Ix^i ^yo^fid^v m<) ^<)m does not seem 

operated at least as much in ancient to correspond directly to the question, 

as in modem times, the chaises gradu- B4\€is 6yiiis ytv^arBcu ; so that a simple 

ally introduced after publication by the yes, certainly , may be supplied. But the 

authors themselves into the various sick man did not stop at this simple affiz- 

oopies yet within their reach. Such re- mation, but immediately proceeded to 

vised copies would circulate indepen- state the obstacle which had hitherto pre- 

dently of those issued previously, and vented the fulfilment of his wish."— 

now beyond the writer's control; and, 'Winer^B Grammar of New Testament, e2l. 
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8 Jesns saith unto him, [Bise, take up] thy bed and 
walk. 

[A. Bise and take up.] 

9 [And immediately] the man was made [whole, and 
took up] his bed and walked; (and on the same day was the 
sabbath.^) 

[S. Omits, And immediately : 8. Whole, and rose and took up.] 
(Alf. Now on that day was the sabbath.) 

Knowing, either by His own power, or by the information of the 
bystanders, or from the man himself, tiiat he had been now a long 
time in that case, Jesns saith nnto him. Wilt then be made whole ? 
He does this to raise in him a longing for help, and an expectation of 
this help from Jesns Himself. It would seem that an expectation of 
help from Jesns was a necessary condition in all the cases in which He 
exercised His divine power to heal. 

It does not appear whether the angel was ever yisible to the 
spectators, or whether his presence was only indicated by the moying 
of the water. Bnt they all knew that the healing of the water was 
superhuman, and was not by any virtue inherent in the water itself. 
To heal the impotent man close to the pool, yet without any applica* 
tion of the water of the pool, would natundly suggest to a reflecting 
mind the similarity which tiiere was in the power of Him who 
healed by His word, and the power of Him who healed through 
the water. He, who could heal the impotent man, who had 
been in this state for thirty and eight years, whether through the 
water or by His word, must be more than man. He must be God. 
Thus not merely by the miracle, but also by the locality in which the 
miracle is wrought, does Jesus lead both the man who had been 
healed, and those who had witnessed his healing, to draw some such 
conclusion as this for themselves. 

On other occasions, when H^ had wrought a miracle our Saviour 
adds some circumstance, either to show them the perfection of His 
work, or in some way to call their special attention to it. When He 
had multiplied the bread so as to feed 5000 men with five barley 
loaves and two fishes. He orders the fragments to be gathered up. 
(Matt. xiv. 20.) When He cleansed the leper He sent him to show 
himself to the priest. (Matt. viii. 4.) When He had raised Jairus's 
daughter from death He commanded that something should be given 
her to eat. (Mark v. 43.) When He had turned the water into 
wine He bade them bear it unto the governor of the feast. (John ii. 8.) 

I Thy bed (rhp Kpdfifiar6p o-ov). The spread for ns in our upper room, eonsxst- 
bed, according to the custom of the ing of thick quilts underneath, and another 
eonntiy, would he a thick mat, rug, or quilt of silk in which to wrap onrselves.** 
qoilt, as in the foUowing : — ** Beds were ^Bobinson's Biblical Re$eairche$t iii. 88. 

I 
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To the impotent man, whom He had now healed, He said, " Bifle, 
take up thy bed and walk." 

We haye reason to belieye that in ordering the man to take up his 
bed and walk Jesus had another object in view besides proving the 
completeness of the cnre, and therefore that He most be God. He 
did this to bring before the Jews His claim to be God in another 
form. 

10 The Jews therefore said unto him that was cured. 
It is the sabbath day : [it is not lawful] for thee (to carry 
thy bed.y 

[S. V. A. And it is not lawful.] 
(Alf. To take up thy bed.) 

11 [He answered] them, He that made me whole, the 
same [said unto me, Take up thy bed and walk.] 

[S. Y. A. Bat he answered : 8. Told me to take up the bed and walk.] 

The reasoning of the man who was cured was unanswerable. He 
who made me whole was the man who commanded me to take np my 
bed and walk. He who could make me whole could not command me 
to do what was not lawful, or wrong. 

12 ([Then] asked they him, What man is that) which 
[said unto thee (Take up thy bed and walk.]) 

[S. V. Omit, Then : Told thee to take up and walk.] 

(Alf. They asked him, who is the man — Take up and walk.) 

13 And he that was healed wist not who it was : for 
Jesus had (conveyed Himself away), a multitude [being in 
that place.]* 

[S. Being present.] 

(Margin, from the mnltitade that was.) 

(Alt Escaped his notice— being in the place.) 

^ The Sabbath. — ** It was only in the might be trimmed and gnarded, the 

synagogno and the Temple, chiefly in the ' shekels might be paid in to the reoeiTers, 

Temple, that the Jewish role conld be set the doves and heifers might be slain, and 

at nought. A law which put an end to the victims might be burnt with fuel. In 

gifts and sacrifices in the Temple would the Temple courts the seventh day was 

not have suited the chief priests and high the busiest of all the week, for, on the 

priests, and these smiling Sadducees Sabbath eveiy Jew who made an offering 

taught the old sacerdotal rule that there to God was expected to present two 

was no sabbath in holy things. A cripple shekels instead of one shekel, two doves 

oould not carry his rug a mile, a hungry instead of one dove, and two rams instead 

man conld not pluck a grain of wheat ; of one ram." — Dixon's Holy Landau. 117. 

but the Temple fires might be lit, the * Had conveyed •H'<TniiAif away, 

shew-bread inight be baked, the altars ^{^ycvfrcy. This word by some expositors 
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There is nothing onreftsonable in the man's ignorance of Jesus, 
even so far as not to know His name. For 0^7 abont eighteen 
months had elapsed since Jesns had been baptized by John, soon after 
which He had commenced His Ministry, and only once before during 
that time had He been in Jerusalem. Great as His fame in Jerusalem 
might be from His driving out the buyers and sellers from the Temple, 
it might not be such as to reach the ears of a poor destitute cripple 
lying in one of the porches near the pool of Bethesda. This was in 
aU probability the first time that he had ever seen Jesus, and that but 
for a moment or two, for He had at once conveyed Himself away. He 
had done this to avoid the inconvenient praise and admiration of the 
impartial multitude, and the malice of the unjust among them, and to 
leave the man's own testimony more free and less open to suspicion 
than it would have been by His presence. 

14 Afterward Jesus [findeth him in the Temple, and 
said mito him,] Behold thou art made whole : sin no more, 
(lest a worse thing come unto thee). 

[S. Findeth him that had heen healed in the Temple, and Baith.] 
(Alf. Lest some wone thing befall thee.) 

The gratitude of the man who had been healed was shown by his 
going to the Temple. As soon as he had carried away his bed he 
returns to the Temple, no doubt to give thanks to God for his cur& 
Jesus had healed his body by the pool of Bethesda, and thus had 
given him a proof that He was God, and in the Temple he reveals to 
him secrets known only to himself, and thus gives him another proof 
of His divine power. He calls to his recollection his sin, a sin which 
had been committed before Jesus was bom of the Blessed Yirgiu. He 
shows him the heinous nature of his sin in the sight of God, who had 
punished it with thirty-reight years of suffering, and warns him that a 
repetition of his sin would be followed by a greater punishment. 

God's judgments are sent upon men in this world partly to try 
their patience and faith in God, as in the case of Job, and partly to 
check their further career and to punish their sin, as in the case of 
this man. Apparently his chastisement had been good for him. 
Everything here related of him is in his favour. He shows a right 
feeling by his strong belief in the goodness of Him who had so unex- 
pectedly and so miraculously restored him to the use of his limbs. 
Failing to find HiTn who had wrought the cure, he returns thanks to 
God in as public a manner as was possible by going to the Temple. 

is made of a qaestionahle derivation, Josiah tnrned himself he saw the graves, 

whether from ^tytvw or from 4Ky4tm. The Ac, The Septoagint have it koL 4(4y*va'€v 

latter is the more imdoubted, both as l«4rlas xai JiSc, &o. So Jesus, when He 

better suiting with the sense of the place, had done this enre upon the man, tamed 

and having also its parallel in the Old Himself away and was gone." — lightf oot, 

Testament, as 2 Kings zziii. 16. And as i. 662. 

I 2 
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When he found his benefactor, in the fidness of his heart he departed 
and told the Jews that it was Jesns which had made him whole. He 
did this doubtless in the overflowing of his gratitude, and that the Jews 
also might believe in Him. Fear lest his punishment should return^ 
or lest a worse thing should come to him, would prevent him from 
informing the Jews, except from the very best of motives. He would 
be quite aware that Jesus, who could reveal his secret deeds, which 
had happened thirty-eight years before, could read his heart at the 
present time. 

15 [The man] [departed (and told the Jews)] that it was 
Jesus (which had made) him whole.^ 

[A. And the man : S. Departed, and said unto the Jews.] 
(Alf. And bronght the Jews word — ^whioh made.) 

16 (And therefore did the Jews persecnte^'esus) [and 
sought to slay him], (because He had done) these things on 
the sabbath day** 

[S. V. Omit, And Bonght to slay Him.] 

(Alf. And for this eaiuie the Jews perseonted JeBus— omits, and soni^t, fte. — 
beoanse He did.) 

The reason which the Jews alleged for their persecution of Jesns 
was because He had broken the Sabbath ; bat the real secret reason 
was not their zeal for the observance of God's ordinance, but their 

Personal enyy and hatred. His teaching laid bare their sins and 
ypocrisies too unsparingly to escape their bitterest persecution. 
By commanding the man to take up his bed and walk on the 
Sabbath Day He had broken the sabbath, the rest enjoined to be 
obseryed on the Sabbath. He justifies the deed, not by saying it was 

1 <( The Jews {hi *Iov8au>t), that is the Miti). ** It is admitted by aU that an 

Sanhedrin or ihe Balers, for so it is very aorist, nnder certain conditions, may have 

common nith the Evangelists, especially the sense of a past behind another past ; 

with this, to mean by that expression, as nor, according to some, can this foitse be 

i. 19. The Jews sent priests and Levites altogether denied to the imperfect ; but a 

from Jerusalem : yii. 1. The Jews songht pluperfect force is given in our version to 

to kiU Him : ix. 22. The Jews had agieed these terms where certainly no sort of 

to pat oat of the synagogue, &o., xviii. 12. necessity requires it. Thus for the words 

The oiBcers of the Jews took Jesns : verse * because He had done these things on the 

14. Now, Gaiaphas was he that gave Sabbath * (John v. 16) read, because He 

eounsel to the Jews, &o. So that Christ did {4^6191) these things on the Sabbath, 

is here convented before the Sanhedrin, And, again, in the same chapter read, 

although the Evangelist hath not ex- *For Jesus conveyed Ilimaelf away* 

pressed so much totidem verbis, and is {4i4ytwrty) ; that is, so soon as this dui- 

put to answer for His life about Uie viola- cussion between the Jews and the healed 

tion of the Sabbath, which they laid to man arose, not, * had conveyed Hinuelf 

His charge, upon what He had done and away ' previously, as our version would 

oonunanded to the man that He had imply.''— Archbishop Trench on AtUho^ 

recovered."— Lightfoot, i. 662. rised Vertion, p. 98. 

* Because He had done (^1 rwra 
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done in tiie service of humanity, in the canse of suffering human 
nature, or that it was such an act as was not forbidden by the law; 
but He justifies His deed by saying that God had always ever siuce 
the Creation worked on the Sabbath, and that He therefore worked on 
the Sabbath because God was His Father. 

17 [But Jesus answered] them, My Father worketh 
(hitherto), and I work. 

[8. V. But He anBwered.] 
(Alf. Byen untU now.) 

Gt>d had commanded the Sabbath or seventh day to be observed as 
a day of rest because He had finished the works of creation on that 
day. He had ceased to create new kinds of life besides those which 
had been already enumerated. But God did not cease to work at the 
end of the sixth day. He worked on the seventh day by preserving 
and upholding the works which He had ab-eady made. He has con- 
tinued the same preserving care over His works every Sabbath Day 
since hitherto. By restoring the impotent man to the perfect 
use of his limbs on the Sabbath Day Jesus had only exercised the 
same power which God who was His Father exercised eveiy Sabbath* 

18 [Therefore] the Jews sought the more ta kill him, 
because He not only (had broken) the sabbath, (but said 
also that God was His Father), making Himself equal with 
God. 

[8. Omits, Therefore.] 

(Alf. For this cause therefore— broke— but also called God His Own Fa&er.) 

JesQS calls God His Own {iBu)v) Father. The Jews interpreted 
this not in the lower sabordinate sense, in which the expression is 
sometimes nsed, and in which it may be used by mere men, who call 
God their Father. They imderstand it in the highest sense, and in 
understanding it in the. highest sense they did not mistake His meaning. 
They saw Jesus in appearance a mere man like themselves, they 
belieTed that he was born in Nazareth of Galilee, and that He was the 
son of a carpenter, and they heard Him say that God was His Own, 
His natural {iBu)v) Father, and that He was equal with God ; that He, 
a mere man in appearance, was equal with God the Creator of heaven 
and earth. 

So far from correcting the sense which the Jews had given to His 
words, Jesus in the following verse confirms it and asserts His claim 
to be equal with God in language different from that which He had 
used before, but not less strong, and which He ushers in with the 
words " Verily, verily." 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



118 COMMENTARY ON ST. JOHN's GOSPEL. 

19 [(Then answered Jesus) and said unto them, Verily, 
verily, I say] unto you, The Son can do nothing of Himself, 
(but what) He seeth the Father (do) ; for what things 
soever He doeth, these also doeth the Son (likewise). 

[S. Then Jeans said unto them, Verily, I say.] 

(Alf. Jesus answered therefore — ^save what — doing — in like manner.) 

The Son can do nothing of Himself, nothing without the Father, 
not from deficiency of power, hat from their inseparability of nature. 
The Father and the Son are One ; they cannot therefore do different 
or separate things. Whatever things the Father doeth, the same 
things, not similar things, the Son also doeth in like manner (ofwuo^) 
with a similar power and a similar will. The acts of the Son are not 
an imitation of the Father, but a co-operation, a participation with the 
Father, as being One with the Father. 

In this conyersatibn with the Jews Jesus uses the language that 
men would use to express the closest possible union between a father 
and a son. 

The word to " see," as well as the kindred word to " show,'* has 
a special meaning in Holy Scripture. They mean to participate or to 
share in the nature of another by sight, and to communicate a partici- 
pation in the nature of another by sight. This is evidentiy the 
meaning, at least in a certain degree, in another passage of St. John, 
** We shall be like Him, for we shdl see Him as He is." (1 John, 
iii. 2.) In St. Matthew too the word to *' see " is used in this sense. 
" Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God." (Matt. v. 8.) 

Thus to '' see " and to " show *' are used here to indicate the most 
intimate union and relation possible between God the Father and God 
the Son. To express the participation of the Son in the Father*8 
work the Son is said to '' see '* the Father ; to express the partici- 
pation of the Son in the Father's power and will, the Father is said to 
"show'* the Son. 

20 For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth Him 
all things that Himself doeth : (and He will shew Him 
greater works than these), that ye may marvel. 

[Alf. And greater works than these will He show Him.) 

I am Man as well as God, nevertheless I and the Father are One. 
The healing of the impotent man on the Sabbath Day is My work, and 
it is the work of My Father, for We are One. But the Father will 
show Me greater works than these, the Father will work through Me, 
the Son, God and Man, greater works than healing the sick. He will 
through Me, God Incarnate, raise the dead, and judge the quick and 
the dead : and the effect of this upon you hardened Jews mH. be not 
that ye will believe, but that ye will marvel. 
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The fint of these greater works, which the Father will show the 
Son, is the resurrection of the dead, and the second the judgment of 
the quick and dead. The Father will not raise some to life and 
the Son raise others, for there is a unity of will between the Father 
and the Son. When God the Father raises from the dead and 
quickens, the Son, God Incamate, shares in that quickening. The 
Father in Person will judge no man, but he will judge through the Son. 
God the Son, the Son of Man alone will be visible as the Judge, on the 
great Day of Judgment, and he will then receive equal honour with 
God the Father. Even now those who honour not the Son, lowly as 
He may appear, in so doing detract from the honour due to God the 
Creator and Preserver of all things, and whose special claim to ous 
honour is that He hath sent His ^n. 

21 (For as) the Father raiseth up the dead, and 
qnickeneth them : eyen so the Son quickeneth whom He 
will. 

(Alt For like M.) 

22 (For the Father jndgeth no man), but hath com- 
mitted (all judgment) unto the Son.^ 

(Alf. For neither doth the Father judge any one— judgment altogether.) 

23 (That all men should honour) the Son, even as they 
honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son 
honoureth not the Father (which hath sent him.) 

(Alf. That all may hononr— which sent Him.) 

Jesus calls the attention of the Jews to the importance of what He 
is about to utter, by the repetition of that forcible exclamation, Amen, 
Amen. 

24 Verily, verily I say unto you, He that heareth My 
word, (and believeth on Him) that sent Me, (hath ever- 
lasting life, and shall not come into condemnation : but is 
passed from death unto life.)^ 

(All And believeth Him— hath eternal life and oometh not into judgment, bnt 
hath passed out of death into life.) 

1 Hath committed aU Judgment onto all."— Winer's Grammar of New Testa- 

the Son (rriw icpiffu^ wduray Mwkm t^ vim). mentt 570. 

** To^or is qnite appropriately placed * He that heareth Mj word, Ac. {6 

immediately before Mwirff, as it belongs r6p xAyov /um &it^v«y). The continaons 

to it. He gave it to Him not in part, bat action of faith is very strikingly shown in 
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life and death are words that are constantly used by the sacred 
writers, and especially by St. John, without any reference to the 
separation of the soul from the body. They rather refer to the onion 
between the soul and God, which is the frnit of the Incarnation^ and 
which can only be obtained by a belief in the Incarnation. The 
Evangelist had already said (i. 4) that in Jesns was life and the 
life was the light of men, and that, as many as received Him, 
to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on His name — ^which were bom not of blood, nor of 
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. (i. 12, 13.) 
He who believes, with, of course, all the obedience which a sin- 
cere belief implies, in God the Father and in His Son, whom 
He hath sent, has passed oat> ef the state of death, out of the 
condition, in which the sonl is dead through sin and unbelief into 
the life of grace, which will gradually be matured into the life of glory 
hereafter. 

25 Verily, verily, I say unto yon, (The honr is coming), 
[and now is], when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son 
of God ; [and they that hear shall live.] 

[S.* OmitB, And now is : B.* and when they hear, they shaU live.] 
(Alf. An hour Cometh.) 

It may be that Jesus is still speaking of the resurrection of the sonl 
from deafli ; and the construction of the \diole sentence rather favours 
.that view. Others think that He is passing on from the resur- 
rection of the soul to the resurrection of the body, not at first to 
the general resurrection' of the body preceding the Day of Judg- 
ment, but to that exercise of His power to raise the dead during 
His Ministry, shown in the case of Jairus's daughter, the widow's son, 
and Lazarus, indicated here by the expression, *' The hour cometh 
and now is/* 

26 (For as) the Father hath Life in Himself: (so hath 
He given to the Son) to have Life in Himself. 

(Alf. For like as— «yen so gave He to the Son ftlso.) 



the fifth chapter of St. John, where oor nnto Me ; all indicating that tiie speeifio 

Saviour in the original Greek almost in- act is continuous, not performed once 

variably uses the present active parti- and then over for ever, but always going 

ciple when speaking of the relations on. Believing in Christ, coming to Him, 

between Himself and the believer. It is eating His Flesh and drinking His Blood, 

not as in our Version, *' He that believeth is no mere transient act, but a habit, 

in Me ;" " He that eateth My Flesh and Faith is an active, continuous habit of 

drinketh My Blood ;" " He that cometh the soul : it is the constant expreesion of 

unto Me ;" but he believing in Me, e<Uing life, and life is etemaL — MimminnTi on 

My Flesh and drinking My Blood, coming the True Vine^ p. 256. 
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27 (And hath given Him) authority to execute judg- 
ment [also] because He is the Son of Man.^ 

[S. A. Omit, also.] 

(Alf. And gaye Him— omits, alao.) 

Jesus Christ will raise the dead because He is God and One with 
the Father, who is the source of life, but He will judge the world not 
because He is God, but because He is Man. The Head of man will 
judge man, He who came to save man will also be the Judge of man. 

From what He had ab-eady said about the resurrection, where some 
should rise and others not, '^ when the dead shall hear the voice of the 
Son of God ; and they that hear shall live," from this Jesus passes on 
to a subject of still greater wonder, to the great Day of Resurrection, 
where aU would rise, both those that had done good and those that had 
done evil, and He introduces His statement with the words, *' Marvel 
not." 

28 Marvel not at this ; (for the hour is coming) in the 
which all that are in the graves shall hear His voice. 

(All For an hour oometh.) 

29 And shall come forth : they that have done good, 
unto the resurrection of life : and they that have done evil, 
unto the resurrection of (damnation.)* 

(Alf. Judgment.) 



^ Beoaiue He !» the Son oi Man. — * Unto theresuireotion of life.— " The 

" Some diTide this seven and twentieth genitiye may be called the whenoe-eaae. 

Terse, aod jbin the latter part of it * be- Its import is that of issuing out of, or 

eanee He is the Son of Man ' to the verse proceeding from. The genitive, espedkUy 

foUovring, and read it in this sense and in the writings of John and Paul, denotes 

junoture, because He is the Son of Man. internal relations stiU more remote, as 

Marvel not at this-— that is, marvel not John v. 29, k^ivraffis Cmis, Kpurtns, resur- 

at this that I speak, although ye see Me rection to life, resurrection to oondemna- 

to be a Man, &c. And thfU readeth the tion." — ^Winer's Qrammar of New Tetta- 

Syriao and CSuysostom, and some that ment, 201. 

foUowhim As for the pointing EtH. — "That which is morally evil may 

that we follow, joining the clause, because be contemplated on two sides and from 
He is the Son of Man, to the words pre- two points of view ; either on the side of 
ceding and not to those that follow, it is its positive malignity, its will and power 
plainly cleared and asserted by the vezy to work mischief, or else on that of its 
sense and construction of the place itself, negaitive worthlessness, and so to speak 
And withal it hath this consent and con- its good-for-nothingness. noyjip6s con- 
currence of antiquity in the words of templates evil from the former point of 
Beza, " ut plane appareat Laiinam Eccle- view, and <pav\os from the latter. 

siam semper ita legisse. Gonsentiunt There are words in most lan- 

▼eteres omnes Gneci codices quos vide- guages, and <pau\os is one of them, which 

mus. Oynllus quoque non aliter distin- contemplate evil under the aspect of its 

gljiit.' To which I may add the Arabic good-for-nothingness, the impossibility of 

pointeth as we do." — Lightfoot, i. 66S. any true gain ever coming forth from it. 
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Before^ when speaking of a resurrection, bat not the general resur- 
rection at the Last Day, He says, " The hour is coming and now is ; '* 
here, when speaking of the general resurrection, which was future, He 
says, ** The hour is coming,*' and omits the words, " and now is." In 
many places of Holy Scripture where the general resurrection of the 
body is mentioned the good only are expressly named as rising. In 
Dan. xii. 2, it is directly asserted that the bodies of the unjust as wdl 
as of the just shall rise again. This passage of St. John and 
Acts xxiy. 15 are the only places in the New Testament where the 
resurrection of the unjust is expressly declared. In many passages it 
is implied with more or less of fulness. 

30 I can of Mine Own self do nothing : as I hear, I 
judge : [and] My judgment is just : because I seek not 
Mine Own will but the will [of the Father which hath sent 
me.]^ 

(S. Y. A. Omit, the Father.) 

[S.* Omits, and : S. V. A. Of Him that hath sent Me.] 

(Alf. Of Him that sent Me.) 

Jesus had before reasoned that His work of healing the impotent 
man on the Sabbath Day must be rights because God, who was EUs 



Thus 'neqnam* (in striotneBB opposite 
to frugi) and *neqnitia* in Latin, 
*yanrien' in French, * naughty' and 
* nan^tineBB * in English, taugenichts, 
*Bc^lecht/ schlechlig^eit in German. 
This notion of worthlessness is the central 
notion of ^v\os^ (by some identfied with 
*faul,' foul) whicn in Oreek runs suc- 
oessiyely through the following meanings : 
light, unstable, blown about by every 
wind, small, slight, mediocre, of no 
account, worthless, bad; but still bad 
predominantly in the sense of worthless. 

*' *av\os, as used in the New Testament, 
has reached this latest stage of its mean- 
ing ; andr^ ^avAair/Hx^oyrcs, are set over 
against t^ iyoBh roi^iravTcs and condemned 
as such to the ' resurrection of damnation * 
(John V. 29)."— Archbishop Trench on 
Synonyms of the New Testament^ p. 802. 

1 As I hear I Judge, &c. — " Our 
Saviour seemeth in these words to aUude 
to two customs and traditions of the 
Jews, and to plead with them from their 
own principles. 

**(lj The Talmudio tract Sanhedrin, 
speaking concerning men^s inquiring of 
the judicatories in matters of difficulty, 
hath this tradition : * They ask first of 
the Sanhedrin in their own city. If they 
had heard it they resolve them. If not 



they go to a Sanhedrin near their dtj. If 
they had heard it they resolve ihem. If 
not they go to that in the gate of the 
Mountain of the House. If they had 
heard it they resolve them, &c. (Terek 
11), where by the words, *If thejr had 
heard,' they mean if the Sanhedrin had 
heard by tradition what was to be the 
determination of such a matter, they 
judge ' accordingly ; but if they had not 
heard then the last reeourBe was to the 
great Sanhedrin of seventy-one, which 
was the very treasury of traditions. Chriat 
being come now before the Sanhedrin, 
seemeth here to speak to them according 
to their own rule, as you judge according 
as you hear and receive by tradition, so I 
judge as I hear, ^o. 

** (2) Bamham, in his tract about Meff- 
sengers and Partners, and the Talmudists 
occasionally in the treatises about con- 
tracts, espousals, &c., concludes this for a 
maxim, that a messenger doeth that upon 
which he is sent, all his acts are good in 
law, &c. Upon this very ground Ghrist'8 
arguing here is clear and frequent, and 
cometh home to their own position. My 
judging is just, because I being sent of 
the Father do not Mine own wiU, but I do 
the errand that He sent Me upon, and do 
His will."— Lightfoot, i. 680. 
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own Father had, ever since the Creation, continued to work on the 
Sabbath Day. He now teaches the Jews that His judgment, at the 
Day of Judgment, as well as at all other times, must be right, because 
He will only judge as he hears of the Father. I can of Mine Ownself 
do nothing ; as I hear, I judge. This is so not from any inability, not 
from any deficiency of power, but from their inseparability of nature. 
They are One, God the Father and Jesus His Son, God Incarnate, are 
One. They cannot, therefore, give differing or opposite judgments. 

Man's knowledge of the unity between the Persons in the Godhead 
can only be apprehended partially, according to their finite capacity to 
receive it, and the limited power of language to convey it. Man's 
senses are the limits of his knowledge. It is, therefore, by words 
derived from, the senses that Jesus chiefly imparts to the Jews a 
knowledge of the unity between the Persons in the Godhead in the 
only way in which they could comprehend it. In every variety of 
phrase, in this very conversation with the Jews, Jesus has expressed 
His equality, his Oneness with the Father. For instance, the Son can 
do nothing of Himself, but only what he seeth the Father do. What- 
ever things the Father doeth, the same and in the same manner the 
Son also doeth. (v. 19.) The Father loveth the Son, and showeth 
TTiTn all things that Himself doeth. (20.) As the Father raiseth up the 
dead and quickeneth them, even so the Son quickeneth whom he will, 
(21.) The Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment 
unto the Son. (22.) That all men should honour the Son, even as they 
honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the 
Father which hath sent Him. As the Father hath Life in Himself : 
so hath He given to the Son to have Life in Himself. (26.) I can of 
Mine Ownself do nothing : as I hear, I judge : I seek not Mine Own 
will, but the will of Him which hath sent Me. (80.) 

Jesus anticipates the objection, which he knew the Jews would 
make to all that he had just said. He knew that they would urge that 
His own witness of Himself was not true, not legal, not admissible in 
evidence. He therefore turns from His own witness and adduces three 
kinds of evidence, which, even in their eyes, ought to be above all 
suspicion. God the Father had borne witness to Him when, at His 
Baptism, a voice came from heaven saying, '^ This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased. (Matt. iii. 17.) John the Baptist had 
borne witness to Him when he cried, '' Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world." (John i. 29.) Surely the 
Baptist was a man whom they could believe. Such had been their 
admiration for his holiness and zeal in the service of God, that they 
themselves had sent to inquire of him if he were not the Christ. 
They had been willing for a season to rejoice in his light, to boast them- 
selves in the holiness of his life and in the purity of his teaching, they 
were willing to believe that he was the Ohrist, but when he reproved 
their sins and bore witness that Jesus of Nazareth, the carpenter's son 
as they thought, was the Christ, and that he himself was only sent to 
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bear witness of Him, and was unworthy to stoop down and nnloose the 
latchet of His shoe ; then they despised him. Jesus did not require 
the witness of John, The works that He was daily working in 
the midst of them were sufficient of themselves to prove that He was 
God. He produced the evidence of John because they looked upon 
him as a holy man and worthy of all credence. To remove eveiy 
possible ground of prejudice against Him, and in order that they 
may believe in Him and be saved, He recalls to their recollection 
the testimony that John had given tiiat he was the Christ. John bore 
witness unto the truth,, but if John's witness could be suspected of 
undue favour towards iffim the miracles that He wrought among men 
could not. They must prove that the Father hath sent Him. 

31 If I bear witness (of Myself), My witness is not true. 

(Alf. Conoeming Myself.) 

32 (There is another) that beareth witness of Me : [and 
I know] that the witness which He witnesseth of Me is 
true. 

[S. And ye know.] 
(Alf. It is another.) 

33 (Ye sent) unto John, and (he bare) witness unto the 
truth. 

(Alf. Ye have sent — ^hath borne.) 

34 (But I receive not testimony from man) : but these 
things I say^ that (ye might) be saved. 

(Alf. Tet the witness, which I reoeiTe, is not from man *. — ye may.) 

35 (He was a burning and a shining light) : [and] ye 
were willing (for a season to rejoice) in His light. ^ 

[S. Omits, and.] 

(Alf. He was the lamp that bnmeth and shineth — ^to rejoice for a while.) 

1 He was a burning and a shining not obliterating, as we have done, the 

light. — ** More passages than one would whole antithesis between Christ, the a&s 

gain in perspicoity by a re-arrangement iL\ri0ty6y (John, i. 8), ^s ck ^«rros, tnat 

of the words rendered 'light,' *lamp,* Eternal Light, which, as it was never 

&c., and mainly through the dear dis- kindled, so should never be quenched, 

tinction between 4>»; and K^x^os^ which and the Baptist, a lamp kindled by the 

would then be apparent. One of these hands of Another, in whose brightness 

is John V. 86. ' He was a burning and a men might for a season rejoice, and which 

shining light.* So our translation; was then extinguished again." — ^Aroh- 

but in the original, iKtivos ^y 6 Kvxyos- i bishop Trench on Synonyms of New 

icdiofiL€yos Koi ^y»y : or, as the Vulgate Teitament^ p. 162. 

has it, ills erat Incema ardens et Inoens, ** Thus rendered the expression ap- 
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36 (But I have greater witness than that of John) : for 
the works which the Father (hath given) Me to finish (the 
same works that I do) bear witness of Me, that the Father 
hath sent Me. 

(Alf. Bat the tefltimony, which I haye, is greater than John : — ^gave^the very 
works that I am doing.) 

Jesns appeals to the miracles which He wrought as proying that 
He was the Messiah^ the Son of God. Apart from the witness of the 
Baptist^ and eyen aboye this, the miracles which He was working 
among them were of snch a nature as to conyince any but the most 
hardened and unfair that He was God. They were wrought with 
the purpose of proving this, and they proclaimed, as plainly as a voice 
from heaven, that He was God. He wrought the very same miracles 
which the prophet foretold that God, who should come amongst them, 
would work. Isaiah had said, '' Behold, your God will come with 
vengeance, even God with a recompense ; He will come and save you. 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the 
tongue of the dumb sing," &c. (Is. xxxv. 4, 6.) Some of the 
prophets, or holy men of old^ occasionally wrought miracles, but none 
ever wrought such miracles as Jesus, or so many in number. When 
the prophets wrought miracles they never professed to do so in their 
own name, or by their own power. The miracles which the prophets 
vnrought were their credentials to man that they were God's servants. 
But the miracles which Jesus wrought were always in His own name 
and by His own power, and were appealed to by Him as proving that 
He was God, One with the Father and equal to the Father. Some of 
His miracles had a peculiar relation to Himself, as for instance, 
His Birth of the Blessed Virgin, the foretelling His Death and Passion, 
His Resurrection and Ascension, the Descent of the Holy Spirit upon 



pears as intended simply to glorify John. 6v9^ Kdiov^w xiixvov^ ' Neither do men 
Bat this is not the sense which the con- light a candle ;' so, too, Luke xii. 85, bi 
text requires, and it is only attained by a "khxvoi KcuSfttvoiy Boy. iv. 5, yiii. 10. Thus 
flagrant disregard of the article. Com- it implies that the light is not inherent, 
mentators have correctly pointed out that but borrowed ; and the force of the ex- 
John is here caUed 6 xlxvos, the lamp ; pression will be, ' He is the lamp that is 
he was not rh Awsj the Light : for Christ lighted, and (then) shineth.* Christ Him- 
Himself, and Christ only, is the Light self is the centre and source of light ; the 
p. 9, iiu 19, ix. 6, &e.). Thus the render- Baptist has no light of his own, but 
ing of 6 \^vos is yitally wrong, as pro- draws all his illumination from this 
bably few would deny. But it has not greater One. He is only as the light of a 
been pereeiyed how much the contrast candle, for whose rays, indeed, men are 
between the Baptist and the Saviour is grateful, but which is pale, flickering, 
strengthened by a proper appreciation of transitory, compared wiUi the glories of 
the remaining words 6 Keu6fi^yos ical the Eternal flame from which itself is 
fdtFwtf. The word fciiecy is to bum, to kindled." — ^Dr. J. B. Lightfoot on Revision 
kindle, to set alight, as in St. Matt. t. 16, of New Testament (1871), p. 117. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



126 



COMMENTABT ON ST. JOHNS GOSPEL. 



His Disciples, &c. We might have sapposed that if this or that 
individual miracle had failed rto convince them that Jesas was God, the 
ever-existing, ever-active power in Him to work miracles would have 
had its due effect on them. But the fault was in the heart, not in 
the reason. 

37 [And the Father Himself, which hath sent Me], hath 
borne witness of Me. Ye have neither heard His voice at 
any time (nor seen) His shape. 

[S.Y. And the Father, He which hath sent Me.] 

(Alf. And the Father, which sent Me, Himself hath— nor have seen.) 



38 And ye have not His word abiding in you : 
whom (He hath sent) Him ye believe not. 

(Alf. He sent.) 



for 



39 Search the Scriptures : (for in them ye think) ye 
have eternal life : and they are they which testify of Me.* 

(Alf. Because ye think that in them.) 



1 Search the Soriptures. — (ip^vyart rks 
ypcupks). **I rather construe it in the 
Indicative sense, ye search the Scriptures, 
upon these reasons. 1. Because of what 
is said in the yerse itself, ye think ye 
haye eternal life ia them ; in which words 
our Saviour intendeth not so much to 
show what they might have in the Scrip- 
tures, for then it had been proper to have 
said, In them ye have eternal life, as He 
meaneth to touch upon the erroneous 
conceit of the Jews, who thought they 
obtained eternal life by the study of the 
law ex opere operato, 2. Because of the 
context in the verse following, which lieth 
fairer in this sense, Te study the Scrip- 
tures scrutinously, and they are they that 
testify of Me, and yet ye will not come 
unto Me— than taken thus: Search ye 
the Scriptures, for they testify of Me, and 
ye will not come toMe.*' — Lightfoot, i. 664. 

** Besides, consider — 1. That Christ is 
speaking to the doctors of theSanhedrin,the 
most acute, diligent, and curious searchers 
of the Scripture of all the nation. Men 
that made that their glory and employ- 
meut ; and howsoever it was their arro- 
gancy that they thought their skill in 
Scripture more than indeed it was, yet 
was their diligence and somtinousness in 



it real and constant even to admiration. 
It was exceedingly in fashion among the 
nation to be great Scripture men, but 
especially the great masters of the San- 
hedrin were reputed as the yery founda- 
tions of the law and pillars of instructum, 
as Maimony styles them in the treatise 
Mamrimj cap. i. And therefore it cannot 
be proper to think that Christ in this 
clause sets them to the study of the 
Scripture, upon which they spent all their 
wits and time already, as confessing their 
studiousness, yet showeth them how 
unprofitably they did it and to little 
purpose. 

'' 2. They did exceeding copiously and 
accurately observe and take up the 
prophecies in Scripture that were of the 
Messias, and though they missed in ex- 
pounding some particulars concerning 
Him, yet did they well enough know that 
the Scriptures did testify of Him 
abundantly. 

** 3. The word that is used, iptvpSr^, 
which betokeneth a narrow search, 
seemeth to be intended purposely to 
auswer the word t^l, which they them- 
selves attribute to themselves in their 
unfolding of the Scriptures,'* &c., iso. — 
Lightfoot, i. 684. 
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40 (And ye will not come) to Me, that ye (might have) 
life. 

(All And yet ye are not willing to oom&--mAy have.) 

The difficnlty of connecting the train of thought in this passage is 
shown by the number of interpretations that have been giyen to 
it. In the following an attempt has been made to keep as close to the 
text as possible: — Jesus enumerates the various sources of belief 
in Him, the different kinds of testimony there were that He was God. 
First, there was the witness of John the Baptist, and, greater than 
that, there was the evidence of His own miracles, and there was 
also the witness of the Father. All these had so &r failed to produce 
in the Jews a belief in Jesus as the Son of God. They would not 
come to Him, that they might have life. But there was one source of 
belief in Him still left. If they would be saved, if they would inherit 
eternal life, He bids them search the Scriptures, the writings of the 
Old Testament. In the Scriptures they think they have eternal life, 
but they do not suppose, as they will find on a close investigation, that 
eternal life consists in believing in Jesus as the Son of God. They 
must not expect any communication from the Father except through 
the Son. Such had never been the case. No man had at any time 
heard His voice or seen His shape. In bidding them search the 
Scriptures in order to obtain eternal life our Saviour again bears 
vntness to the general accuracy of the Scriptures as received by the 
Jews in His time. 

The object of Jesus was not to gain honour from man, but this was 
the great object of the Jews, and it was this that kept them from believ- 
ing in Him. This same want of love towards God, this same longing for 
the applause of men, which had influenced them to reject Jesus, 
though He had come in His Father's name to perform His Father's 
will and to falfil the promises made unto them by His Father, would 
induce them to receive another, though he should come in his own 
name, led on by his own ambition, and to gain his own endsi and 
not the glory of God. 

41 I receive not (honour) [from men.] 

[A. From man.] 
(Alf. Gloxy.) 

42 But I know you, that ye have not the love of God in 
you. 

43 I am come in My Father's name, and ye receive Me 
not : if another shall come in his own name, him ye will 
receive. 
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44 How can ye believe, which receive (honour) one of 
another, and seek not (the honour that cometh from God 
only?) 

[Y. That oometh from the only (omits, God.)] 
(Alf. Glory— the glory which is from the only God ?) 

The Fathers looked apon this passage as a prophetic intimation 
that in punishment for their rejection of Jesas as a deceiyer the Jews 
should be sedaced by the arch-deceiyer, the Antichrist (2 Thess. ii. 8), 
and by many who should precede him and partake of his spirit. 
Commentators mention 60 as the number of antichrists who have 
already appeared. 

45 Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father : 
[there is one that accuseth you,] even Moses, in whom (ye 
trust.) 

[Y. There is one that aconseth yon to the Father.] 
(Alf. Ye hope.) 

46 For had ye believed Moses, (ye would have believed) 
Me : for he wrote of Me. 

(Alf. Te wonld belieTe— ) 

47 But if ye believe not his writings, piow shall ye 
believe My words ?] 

[V. How believe ye My words ? J 

At the Day of Judgment the condemnation of the Jews for refusing 
to belioTe in Jesus as the Christ will not be because they disbelieyed 
His own teaching, but because they disbelieved the teaching of Moses, 
in whom they professed to trust. They looked upon Jesus as a 
deceiver, and, therefore, it was not to be expected that they would 
belieye His words, but they regarded Moses as a true prophet, as 
one to whom God had spoken (ix. 29), and yet they did not beUeve his 
teaching respecting Jesus, and this would be the ground of their 
condemnation. 
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INTRODUCTOEY NOTE TO CHAPTEB VI. 



The Lake. — '^ This lake or sea has had four names^ Chinnereth, 
Gennesarethy Galilee, Tiberias. 

" The lake is called Chinneroth in the Old Testament, either from 
Chinnerethy one of the fenced cities, or from the district, or perhaps 
from the oyal harp-like form of its basin. 'Now that the real shape of 
the lake can be seen in our map, the word ' oTal ' does not apply, bat 
the form is more than oyer seen to be harp-like. De Sadcy says 
that in Joshua xi. 2, the Hebrew text has ' south of Chinnereth,' and 
the Ghaldaic text has ' south of Gennesar.' It was called Gennesa- 
reth from a town or district on the shore. When the lake is called by 
St. John (yi. 1), ' The Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias ' 
(the Sea of Galilee, of Tiberias), it may be to distinguish this lake 
from that oiher sea of Galilee, Lake Hooleh. The earlier Eyangelists 
call it Lake of Gennesareth, for Tiberias was then a new and unim- 
portant town, but St. John, who wrote later, calls the lake by the name 
of the town which had by that time become important." — (MacGregor. 
822). 

'' The Sea of Galilee itself is a great hollow, and at the bottom it 
is about 800 feet depressed into the crust of the earth. The surface 
of the water is so low that if St. Paul's Cathedral were set upon the 
shore, and the lofty spire of Salisbury on the top of that, the summit 
of this pile would still be lower than the Mediterranean Sea." 
— (MacGregor, 405). 

'' From north to south the lake is twelye and a-half miles long. 
^088 the widest part from Magdala is six and three-quarter miles. 
Soimdings show its depth to be less than 200 feet in any part. 

" The length of the lake giyen by Josephus is 140 stadia, or six- 
teen miles, which is much too large, unless he means the distance by 
^d, which would then be nearly correct. He giyes the breadth as 
forty stadia, or about four miles and a-half, which, again, is much too 
sniaQ, unless he reckons it from opposite Tiberias, where it is only 
&bout four miles and three-quarters. 

'* Abulfeda giyes the length as twelye miles, and the breadth six 
(Buckingham, 845). AU modem trayellers, except Bobinson, haye 
eired in their estimates, and usually make them too large, but Buck- 

K 
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ingham giyes eight miles long and six miles broad, and says the plain 
above is ten miles square." — MacGh*egor, 412. 

^' The Sea of Galilee has a beauty of its own which would always 
make it remarkable. The hills, except at Ehan Minyeh, where there is a 
small city, are recessed from the shore of the lake, or rise gradually from 
it ; they are of no great elevation, and their outline, especially on the 
eastern side, is not broken by any prominent peak ; but everywhere 
from the southern end the snow-capped peak of Hermon is visible, 
standing out so sharp and clear in the bright sky that it appears almost 
within reach, and towards the north, the western ridge is cut through 
by a wild gorge, ' the Valley of Doves,' over which rise the twin peaks 
or horns of Hattin. The shore-line, for the most part regular, is broken 
on the north into a series of little bays of exquisite beauty ; nowhere 
more beautiful than at Gennesareth, where the beaches, pearly white 
with myriads of minute shells, are on one side washed by the limpid 
waters of the lake, and on the other shut in by a fringe of oleanders, rich 
in May with their blossoms red and bright. 

*' The surrounding hills are of a uniform brown colour, and would be 
monotonous, if it were not for the ever-changing lights^ and the bril- 
liant tints at sunrise and sunset. It is, however, under the pale light 
of a full moon that the lake is seen to the greatest advantage, for there 
is then a softness in the outlines, a calm on the water in which the 
stars are so brightly mirrored, and a perfect quiet in all around, which 
harmonise well with the feelings that cannot fail to arise on its shores. 
It is perhaps difficult to realize that the borders of this lake, now so 
silent and desolate, were once enlivened by the busy hum of towns and 
villages : and that on its waters hostile navies contended for supre- 
macy. But there is one feature which must strike every visitor : and 
that is the harmony of the Gospel narrative with the places which it 
describes; giving us, as M. Benan happily expresses it, 'un cinquieme 
^vangile lacer^, mais lisible encore.' 

'' The lake is pear-shaped, the broad end being towards the north ; 
the greatest width is six and three-quarter miles, from Mejdel, 
* Magdala,' to Khersa, * Gergesa,' about one-third of the way down, 
and the extreme length is twelve and a quarter miles. The Jordan 
enters at the north, a swift muddy stream, colouring the lake a good 
mile from its mouth, and passes out pure and bright at the south. On 
the north-western shore of the lake is a plain, two and a-half miles 
long and one mile broad, called by the Bedawin £1 Ghuweir, but bet- 
ter known by its familiar Bible name of Gennesareth ; and on the 
north-east, near Jordan's mouth, is a swampy plain, £1 Batihah, now 
much frequented by wild boars, formerly the scene of a skirmish be- 
tween the Jews and Romans, in which Josephus met with an accident 
that necessitated his removal to Capernaum. On the west there is a 
recess in the hills, containing the town of Tiberias ; and on the east, 
at the mouth of Wadys Semakh and Fik, are small tracts of level 
ground. On the south the fine open valley of the Jordan stretches 
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away towards the Dead 'Sea, and is covered in the neighbourhood ot 
the lake with luxuriant grass. The water of the kke is bright, clear, 
and sweet to the taste, except in the neighbourhood of the salt 
springs, and where it is defiled by the drainage of Tiberias. Its leyel, 
which varies considerably at different times of the year, is between 600 
and 700 feet below that of the Mediterranean — a peculiarity to which 
the district owes its genial winter climate. In summer the heat is 
great, but never excessive, as there is usually a morning and evening 
breeze. Sudden storms, such as those mentioned in the New Testa- 
ment, are by no means uncommon. : • • . . 

** There does not appear to be anything volcanic in the origin of the 
lake, which is simply part of the great Jordan depression. The hills 
on either side are limestone, capped in places with basalt, which has 
three distinct sources ; one at Eum Hattin, or in its neighbourhood ; 
another near Ehan Jubb Yusuf, north of the lake, and a third in the 
Jaulan district. Earthquakes are frequent, and sometimes extremely 
violent ; as, for examples, that of 1837, which laid Tiberias in ruins, 
and caused the death of 700 persons ; and the scarcely less tenible one 
which occurred in 1759. There are in the basin of the lake a number 
of warm springs, which are said to have increased both in volume and 
temperature c^ter the earthquake of 1837." — Recovery of Jerusor 
lem, p. 337. 

Storm on the Lake. — '^ Sudden storms, such as those mentioned 
in the New Testament, are by no means uncommon ; and I had a good 
opportunity of watching one of them from the ruins of Gamala on the 
eastern hiUs. The morning was delightful : a gentle easterly breeze, 
and not a cloud in the sky to give warning of what was coming. Sud- 
denly, about midday, there was a sound of ^distant thunder, and a small 
doud, ' no bigger than a man's hand,' was ^n rising over the heights 
of Lubieh to the west. In a few moments the cloud appeared to spread, 
and heavy black masses came rolling down the hills towards the lake, 
completely obscuring Tabor and Hattin. At this moment the breeze 
died away, there were a few minutes of perfect calm, during which the 
sun shone out with intense power, and the surface of the lake was 
smooth and even, as a mirror : Tiberias, Mejdel, and other buildings 
stood out in sharp relief from the gloom behind ; but they were soon 
lost sight of as the thunder gust swept past them, and rapidly advancing 
across the lake lifted the placid waters into a bright sheet of foam; in 
another moment it reached the ruins, driving myself and companion 
to take refuge in a cistern, where for nearly an hour, we were confined, 
listening to the rattling peals of thunder and torrents of rain. The 
effect of half the lake in perfect rest, whilst the other half was in wild 
confusion, was extremely grand : it would have fared badly with any 
light craft caught in mid-lake by the storm ; and we could not help 
thinking of that memorable occasion on which the storm is so graphi- 
cally described as ' coming down ' upon the lake." — Recovery of Jem- 
Bolem, p. 340. 

E 2 
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** I haT6 seen it lashed into foiy for thiriy consecntiye hours by 
a tempest that would haye wrecked a hundred fleets such as that of 
Josephos, had they been exposed to its yiolenoe." — Thomson's Land 
cmd the Book, p. 892. 

On the taking of Tarichoea by Titns, Trajan, Vespasian, and 
Agrippa, being also present, a sharp fight took place with the Jews on 
the plain outside {Jewish Wars, iii. 10, 1-6), and a day or two after- 
wards there was a sea-fight near the same place. Josephns says that 
6500 men were killed in the two engagements, the lake was coloored 
with blood for some distance round, and the air tainted with the number 
of bodies on the shore. This was probably the last great display of 
ships upon this lake. 

^' Nowadays one single Armstrong gun at Gamala would command 
the whole Sea of Tiberias." — MacGregor, p. 868. 

^' The following shows the state of the navy of this sea in varions 
years, according to travellers' statements : — 

'' In A.D. 1788, Pococke found one boat on the lake of Gennesareth. 
In A.D. 1806, Seetzen saw one boat, but it was useless ; 1812, Burck- 
hardt, the only boat had fallen to pieces in 1811 ; 1817, Richardson, 
two boats; 1818, Irby and Mangles, ' no boat whatever :' 1822, Berg- 
gren, no boat ; 1822, Buckingham, * not a boat nor a raft, large nor 
small;' 1829, Prokesch, no boat ; 1884, 1835, Smith, one boat ; 1838, 
Bobinson, one boat ; 1852, Yandevelde, one ; 1856, Newbold, one ; 
1857, Thomson, no boat, once only in his other visits he saw a sail ; 
1869, MacGregor, six boats besides the Bob Boy." — MacGregor, 857. 
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III. 

His Wor ks i n Galilee and Judjba, iNOLUDiNa Chaptebs YI., 
Vn,, "Vlil., IX., X., XI., ABOUT THE Thibd Passoyeb (tL 4) 

BEFORE AND AFTER. 



CHAPTER VI. 



1 Chrigt feedeth five thovMind men with five loaves and two fishes; 
15 Thereupon the people would have made him king ; 16 But 
withdrawing Himself y He walked on the sea to his disciples; 
26 Reproveth the people flocking after Him, and all the fleshly 
hearers of His Word; 82 Declareth Himself to be the Bread 
of lAfe to believers ; 66 Many disciples depart from Him ; 
68 Peter confesseth Him ; 70 Judas is a devil. 

In the first Terse of this chapter the Eyangelist represents Jesas 
as going oyer the sea of Galilee (iripav 1% 0(ikaa<rfi^.) Bat this does 
not necessarily mean crossing over from one side of the Jordan to the 
other. Most probably he here nses the word oyer the sea {iripav rfj^ 
Oakda-aris) in the sense in which Josephas nsed it with reference to this 
▼eiy kke, namely, of going by sea firom one place to another on the 
same side of the lake. Thus it is said that the people followed Him 
on foot from one city to another while He went by sea, wfiich they 
cdnld do much more easily, if He crossed over from one city to another 
on the same side of the lake, than if he crossed over from the west 
side to the east, or from the east to the west. 

1 After these things Jesus went over the sea of Galilee, 
which is the sea of Tiberias.* 

2 And a great mnltitude followed Him, because [they 



^ The Sea of Qalflee, ^0. (^ Bdxaaffa posed by Paulas — near Tiberiat^ii not 

Tiif roXiAofas riis Tifi^pidZos.) " The sea at yarianoe with olassic Greek, is at least 

of Galilee, of Tiberias. That sea only opposed to the dietion of the New Testa- 

ones again ooears nnder that name in ment, which, in snoh circumstances, pre- 

John xxi. i. Probably for the sake of fers to the combination by cases alone, 

foreign readers, John annexed the more more explicit phraseology by the use of 

definite to the more general designation, prepositions, Ti$€pi4Zos cannot depend 

Besa in loc. takes a different Tiew. KUh- on the &v^ in cnH|x0cir.'*— Winer's Oram- 

p81*8 conjecture, that the word Ti^^pdSot mar qf the New Teetamentt 205. 
u a gloss, is rash. The explanation pro- 
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saw His miracles] which he did on them that were 
(diseased.) 

[S. v. A. They saw the miracles.] 
(Alf. They beheld the miradoftif^Biek.) 



3 And Jesus [w^^t' up into] (a momitain) and [there] 
He sat with His disciples. 

[8. Went into : 8.* Omits, There.] 
(Alf. The Mountain.) 

4 And the Passover, (a feast) of the Jews, was nigh. 

(Alf. The feast.) 

After these things, bat not immediately after, for nearly a whole 
year elapsed between the events recorded in chap. y. and those in 
ehap. vi. The healing of the impotent man on the Sabbath Day, and 
our Lord's defence of it to the Jews, took place at the beginning of the 
second year of His Ministry (y. 1) ; and the feeding of the 5000 
about the end of the same year. (yi. 4.) St. John omits almost all 
the transactions of the second year. During the second year Jesus 
chooses His Twelve Apostles, He delivers his Sermon on the Mount, and 
He sends the Twelve to preach the Gospel. St. John records none of 
these, and probably for the reason that they had been fully related by 
the other Evangelists. He refers to other miracles that were wrought 
on them that were diseased (vi. 2), and selects this though it is related 
by the other three Evangelists quite as fully as by himself. The 
reason, doubtless, is that the feeding the 5000 with five barley loaves 
and two fishes gave occasion to Jesus for His discourse on the Bread 
which gives life to the soul here and life to the soul and body hereafter 
for ever, which discourse none of the other Evangelists had recorded. 

It has been observed that in the following miracle, as related 
by each of the four Evangelists, there are several slight verbal 
differences which are not easy to reconcile, but that on every point 
of importance all the four historians are entirely and absolutely agreed. 

6 (When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, and saw) a great 
company (come) unto Him, he saith unto Philip, Whence 
(shall we buy) bread, that these may eat ? 

(Alf. JesQB then lifting up His eyes, and seeing thAt— oometh — ^are we to boy.) 

6 ([And] this He said to prove him) : [for] He Himself 
knew what He (would do.) 

[S. For— but.] 

(Alt Bat this He said proving him— was about to do.) 
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7 [Philip answered] Him, two hundred pennyworth of 
bread is not sufficient [for them], that every one [of them] 
may take a little.^ 

[8. Then Philip answereih : 8. Omits, lor them : 8. Y. A. Omit, of them.] 

8 One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, 
saith unto Him, 

9 There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves 
and (two small fishes) : but what are they among so many ? 

(Alt Two fishes.) 

Jesns receives the multitudes and heals their sick, and when 
eTening draws on His disciples urge Him to send them away, that 
ihey may go and buy themselves food. He bids the disciples supply 
them with food, and appeals personally to Phihp, with the question. 
Whence shall we buy bread, that these may eat? This He said 
to prove him, for He Himself knew what He would do. It may be that 
He thus called Philip's special attention to the miracle as proving that 
He was God, because Philip had before called Him the son of Joseph 
(i. 45), or because Philip had been one of those most urgent for Him 
to send the multitudes away, or because this happened in the desert 
near Bethsaida, Philip's own city, or because he was of a frank, open 
disposition, and would, therefore, give a ready answer, or for seme oth&t 
reason which we cannot understand* 



1 Two Hundred Pemiyworth.— " The 
denarius, a silyer piece of the Yalue ori- 
gmaUy of ten and afterwards of sixteen 
asses, is always in the English authorised 
Version rendered a penny. Its absolute 
Talue, as so much weight in metal, is as 
nearly as possible the same as the French 
franc Its relative value, as a purchasing 
power, in an age and country where pro- 
visions were much cheaper, was consider- 
ably more. Now, it so happens that in 
almost every case where the word dena- 
rion occurs in the New Testament, it is 
conneeted with the idea of a lihercU or 
larye amount ; and yet in these passages 
the English rendering names a sum which 
is absurdly small. Thus the Good Sama- 
ritan, whose generosity is intended to 
appear throughout, on leaving takes out 
* two pence' and gives them to the innkeeper 
to supply the farther wants of the wounded 
man. Thus again, the owner of the vine- 
yard, whose liberality is contrasted with 
the niggazdly envious spirit, the evil ^e 
of others, gives, as a day's wages, a pemiT 
to eaoh man. It is umeoeMtiy to ask 



what impression the mention of this sum 
wiU leave on the minds of an uneducated 
peasant, or shopkeeper of the present day. 
Even at the time when our version was 
made, and when wages were lower, it 
must have seemed whoUy inadequate. 
The inadequacy again appears, though 
not so prominently, in the two hundred 
pence, the sum named as insufficient to 
supply the bread to the five thousand. 

" The rendering a penny was probably 
handed down in this familiar parable (the 
vineyard) from the time when this sum 
would be no inadequate remuneration for 
a day's labour ; but long before the Ver- 
sions of the Bef ormed Church were made, 
this had ceased to be the case. Even 
in Henry VIII.'s reign, a labourer 
earned from sixpence to eightpence a-day 
(Froude, i. p. 29, sq.) : though sfter the 
Bestoration the rate of wages does not 
seem to have advanced mudi upon this 
amount {ue Macaulay, i. p. 418)."— Dr. 
J. B. Idghtfoot on the Beviium of the 
New TeetamefU, 16^. 
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The mention of pnrchasing two hundred pennyworth of bread 
saggests the probability that these fiye barley loayes and two fishes 
were purchased, and that the ** lad here " did not belong to the 
Apostles or to their party. 

10 [And] Jesus said, Make the men sit down. Now 
there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, 
in number [about five thousand.^] 

[S. Omits, And : S.* About three thousaDd.] 
(Alt Omits, And.) 

11 [And Jesus] took the loaves : [and when He had 
given thanks, He distributed to the disciples, and the 
disciples to them that were set down] (and Ukewise) of the 
fishes as much as they would. 

[Y. A. Therefore Jesus : S. And gave thanks and gave to them that were set down: 
Y.A. Omit, to the disciples, and the disciples.] 

(Alf. Jesus therefore— omits, to the disciples, and the disciples— and in like 
^) 



Nothing that is related in the account of this miracle is too trifling 
or too minate in its nature to be observed. Much is recorded, not 
only for its historical value because it really took place, but because it 
forms a prophetic precedent, so to speak. 

Before tiie five loaves and the two fishes were distributed they were 
brought to Jesus, and, looking up to heaven. He returned thanks to the 
Father, He blessed them and brake them. Then, in all probability, 
it was that He imparted to them the power to multiply, not a physical 
power, not according to the ordinary working of nature, but a miraculous, 
superhuman power. He who, at the Creation, could give to the seed 
when placed in the ground the power to multiply itself, could by 
blessing the bread and distributing it with His own hands impart to it 
the power to multiply at His will. He distributes the bread thus 
miraculously multiplied to the multitude through the hands of £Qs 
Twelve Apostles, who had been called in the interval between the healing 
of the impotent man, the last event recorded by St. John, and this 
miracle of feeding the 6000 with five barley loaves and two fishes. 

Jesus prayed or gave thanks to the Father before performing this 
miracle. He did this, not because He had not power of Himself to work 
the miracle, as is clear firom one single reflection. He did not pray 
or give thanks before all His miracles, but only before some of them. 



1 In number about j50OO. — " Sitting in the Passover time, lor their food and 

in 50 ranks, of 100 each rank, the men other things, lest they should be defiled." 

would ezac% number 6000. Baskets •^MacGregor's Jordan^ 876. 
I carried by the Jews when travelling 
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He sometimes prayed before He performed some of those which, 
hmnanly speaking, were less difficult, and He did not pray before those 
which to us appear more difficolt. For instance, when He forgaye the 
sins of the man sick of the palsy, when He gave away Paradise to the 
thief on the Cross, when He raised the widow's son, when He calmed the 
raging of the sea, when He reToaJed the secret thoughts of men's hearts, 
when He cured the eyes of the blind. He used no prayer to Bis Father 
before perfornung any of these works. But all these were miracles 
which none could work but God or one sent by God. The reason why 
Jesus prayed to His Father before performing His miracles, as He 
sometimes did, was that it was done for our sakes, to teach us that 
He was One with the Father, that He was sent by the Father, and was 
working the works of the Father. 

By being seated in companies by hundreds and by fifties (Mark 
Ti. 40), the number of the multitude could be more easily ascertained, 
order would be preserved among them, and the wants of each would 
thus be better supplied. 

12 (When) they were filled, (He said) unto His dis- 
ciples, Gather up the fragments (that remain), that nothing 
be lost. 

(Alf . Now when — ^He saith — thtki remain oyer.) 

13 (Therefore) they gathered them together, and fiUed 
twelve baskets (with the fragments) of the five barley loaves, 
(which remained over and above) mito them that had eaten. 

(All So— with fragments — ^which remained over.) 

14 Then those men, when they had seen [the miracle 
that Jesus did], said, This is of a truth (that prophet 
that should come) into the world. 

[S. The mirade that He did : Y. The miracles which He did.] 
(Alf. The men therefore, seeing the miracle that He did — the prophet that is 
to oome.) 

The twelve baskets are first inentioned when the fragments are 
gathered np, but it is probable that Jesus brake the five loayes and two 
fishes into the baskets, and in breaking multiplied them and ga^e 
the baskets to the Twelve Apostles, one to each, to distribute the bread 
among the people. The bread would be first distributed from the twelve 
baskets, and after the 50dO had eaten, the fragments would be gathered 
into the same twelve baskets, and thus the miraculous nature of the 
action would be made to appear more striking. 
. The multitudes were honest in their conclusion that He who could 
perform such a miracle must be the Messiah, the Prophet, but their 
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conception of the Messiah was of too gross and eaiihly a nature. They 
saw that He conld moltiply the bread at His will, and they wished to 
have for their King one who conld thus supply the daily wants of their 
body. They had probably no care for the Messiah, except as one who 
had unlimited power to relieve their hunger. 

15 (When Jesus therefore perceived that) they would 
come and take Him by force, (to) make Him a king, (He 
departed) again into (a momitain) Himself alone. 

[S. And take Him by force and appoint Him king, He fleeth again] 

(Alf. Jeans therefore knowing that--that th^ might — ^withdrew — ^the monntain.) 

16 (And) when even was come, His disciples went down 
into the sea. 

(Alf. But.) 

17 And entered into a ship [(and went) over the sea] 
toward [Capernaum.] [And it was now dark, and Jesus 
was not come to them.]* 

[S. And oome over the sea : S. V. Caphamanm : S. And the darkness overtook 
them, and Jesus was not yet oome to them.] 

(Alf. And were going— and darkness had now oome on, and Jesus was not yet 
oome to them.) 

18 (And the sea arose hy reason of a great wind that 
hlew). 

(Alf. And the sea was rising, for a strong wind was blowing.) 

19 (So when) they had rowed about five-and-twenty or 
thirty furlongs (they see) Jesus walking on the sea, and 
drawing nigh unto the ship ; and they were afraid. 

(Alf. When then— they behold.) 

20 [But] He saith unto them. It is I : be not afraid. 

[S. And.] 

21 [Then they willingly received -Him] into the ship: 



^ It was now dark {a-Kvrla Ij^ri It was already dark, and Jesns had not 
Iyff7^yci).— "An 5vn» with ff9if preceding, oome.'*— Winer's Orammar qf ths New 
would, to saj the least, be onneoessaiy. Ttitamenit 618. 
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I 

and immediately the ship was at the land [whither they 
went.] 

[S. Then they came to receive Him : S. Whither it went.] 
(Alf. They were willing, therefore, to reoeive Him.) 

22 [The day following, [when] the people which stood 
on the other side of the sea saw that there was none other 
boat (there save that) one whereinto His disciples were 
entered), and that Jesus went not (with) His disciples into 
(the boat), but that His disciples (were gone) away alone.] 

[S. The day following the people which stood on the other side of the sea saw that 
there was none other boat there, eave that whereinto the disciples of Jesus were 
entered, and that Jesns went not with them into the boat, but His disciples alone : Y. 
Omits, when — ^V. A. Save one (omit, whereinto, &o.)] 

(Alf. Omits, When the mnltitade — save one — ^together with — ^the ship— went). 

23 (Howbeit there came other boats) from Tiberias nigh 
unto the place where they (did eat) bread, (after that) the 
Lord had given thanks.) 

[S. When, therefore, the boats came from Tiberias, which was nigh nnto where 
they did also eat bread, after that the Lord had given thanks, and when th^ saw that 
— they took shipping and came to Gaphamanm. Y. Omits, Howbeit.] 

(All Yet other boats came— ate— when.) 

24 When (the people) therefore saw that Jesus was not 
there, neither His disciples, (they [also] took shipping) and 
came [to Capernaum], seeking for Jesus, 

[T. S. Omit, Also : Y. To Caphamamn.] 

(Alf. The mnltitade— they themselves entered into the boats.) 

25 And when they had found Him on the other side 
of the sea, they said unto Him, Rabbi, when camest Thou 
hither 7 
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THE SCENE OF THE FEEDING OF THE 5000, AND THE MIBACLE OK 

THE LAKE. 

The following is a synopsis of the passages which enable us to fix the localities with respect 
to the feeding of the 5000, and the miracle on the Lake : — 



St. Hatthbw ziv. 

18 He departed thenoe 
by ship into a deeert place 
apart. 



16 This is a desert place. 

Sa [AndstraiffhtwayJe- 
■ns conBtraioed His dis- 
ciples to ffet into a ship] 
and to go before Him onto 
the other side. 
(iu rh ir4pay), 

[S. And He constrained 
the disciples. 

y. And straightway He 
eonstrained His disciples: 

S. into the ship.] 

84 And when they were 
gone OYor 

(ical ^laartpdcayres) 
they came into the land of 
Oennesaret. 

[8<y- They came to land 
onto Oennesaret] 



St. Mark yL 

89 They departed into a 
desert place by ship pri- 
Yately. 



85 This is a desert place. 

46 And straightwaT He 
constrained His disciples 
to get [into the ship] 
and to go 
to the other side before 

(els rh ir4pay) 
(onto) Bethsaida. 
[S. Into a ship.] 
(Maigin, over against) 



68 And when they had 
passed over 

(iral 9iafrtpdo'ca>r€s) 
they came into the land of 
Oennesaret, and drew to 
the shore. 



St. Luxb ix. 

10 And He took them 
and went aside privately 
into a desert place (be- 
longing to the city called 
Bethsalda.] 

rS«. V. Privately into 
the city called Bethsalda : 

S.* omits, belonging to 
a city caUed Bethsalda.] 

12 For we ar« here in a 
desert place. 



St. Johv tL 

1 After these tUnsBJe- 
sns went over (Wpor) the 
sea of Galilee, vhich Is 
the sea of Tiberias. 



S2 The day foUowiag, 
when the people which' 
stood on the other aide 
of the sea (Wfiar riis 
eakdffims) saw that there 
was none other boat thoe, 
save that one whereinto 
His disciples were entered, 
and that Jesns went not 
with His disciples into the 
boat, but that His disdplea 
were gone away alone. 

(S* The day following, the people which stood on 
the other side of the sea, saw that there was none 
other boat there, save that whereinto the disciples of 
Jesus were entered, and that Jesus went not with 
them into the boat, but His disciples alone; A^ 
omits, when; V. A* save one (omit, wherennto, 4ko.) 
and that] 

88 (Howbeit there came other boats from TIberlaa, 
nigh unto the place where they did eat bread, after 
that the Lord had given thanks) : 

S4 When the people, therefore, saw that Jesns 
was not there, neither His disciples, they also took 
shipping and came to Capernaum, seeking for JeansL 

[S. When therefore the boats came from Tiberias, 
which was nigh unto where they did also eat bread, 
after that the Lord had given tiianks, and when 
they saw that— they took shipping and came to Ga- 
phamanm. 28. Y. omits Howbeit; 94. Y. A. omit, 
also ; Y> to Gaphamaum. 

86 And when they had found Him on the other 
side of the sea (ircpoy t^* BaKoffCJis) th^y said 
unto Him, Rabbi, when cameet Thou lilther? 
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From an inspectioii of this syDopsiB it will appear that the Greek 
Text, of which the EInglish Version is a translation, makes St. Luke 
say that the scene of the feeding of the 5000 was in a desert place 
near the city called Bethsaida. The Alexandrian MS. confirms this. 
The Vatican says that they entered into the city called Bethsaida, 
omitting ^' the desert place/' and the Sinaitic has the same, bat by a 
later hand ; in fact, an adcUtion to the original text. 

The Greek Text of the English Version says that other boats came 
from Tiberias nigh imto the place where they did eat bread, after that 
the Lord had given thanks. If there conld be any donbt as to the 
exact meaning of these words, whether they meant that boats came 
from Tiberias to some place near the scene of the feeding of the 5000, 
or that the boats came from Tiberias, which was near the scene of the 
miracle, this donbt is removed by the Sinaitic MS., which expressly 
says that the boats came from Tiberias, which was nigh nnto the 
place where they did eat bread. 

The inference, which naturally follows from this, is that the place 
in which Jesns fed the 5000 lay somewhere between Tiberias and 
Bethsaida, and probably nearer Bethsaida than Tiberias. 

Jesus sent away the disciples while He Himself dismissed the 
people. We gather from St. John that the disciples set sail from 
Tiberias, and from St. Mark (vi. 45) that their destination was Beth- 
saida or the neighbourhood of it. Their purpose apparently was not 
to go to a distant place, but to hover about near the coast until Jesus 
had dismissed the multitude. For if the Bethsaida, for which, accord- 
ing to St. Mark, they set out, were a different place from the Beth- 
saida near which, according to St. Luke, lay the desert place in which 
Jesus fed the 5000, we might reasonably expect that some intimation 
of this would have been given in some way or other. A storm came 
on, and the disciples were driven out of their course and beyond their 
destination. After taking up Jesus they finally land at Capernaum. 

The explanation of this passage, which was anciently received, is 
that Bethsaida lay on the west shore of the lake, and the desert place 
between Bethsaida and Tiberias. With this agree the old local tradi- 
tions of the country as is testified by the early travellers, Arculf, 
Soewulf, and others. 

Arculf, the French Bishop, who travelled in the Holy Land a little 
before a.d. 700, says : — 

" He further saw, on this side of the sea of Galilee, to the north 
of the city of Tiberias, the place where our Lord blessed the loaves 
and fishes, a grassy and level plain, which has never been ploughed 
since that event, and shows no traces of buildings, except a few 
colunng round the fountain, where, as they say, those persons drank 
after they had eaten their fill.'' 

^* Those who wish to go from Jerusalem to Capernaum, take the 
direct way by Tiberias, and from thence along the sea of Gennesareth, 
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to the place where the loaves were blessed, from which Gapemanm is 
at no great distance." — Early Travels in Palestine, Bohn's ed., p. 8. 

Soewnlf, an Anglo-Saxon pilgrim who travelled in the Holy Land 
about A.D. 1102, says : " The sea of Galilee is abont six miles from Monnt 
Tabor to the east and north-east, and is about ten miles long by five 
in breadth. The city of Tiberias stands on the sea-shore on one side, 
and on the other side are Corozaim and Bethsaida, the city of Andrew 
and Peter. About four miles to the north-east of the city of Tiberias 
is the castle of Gennesareth, where the Lord appeared to the disciples 
when fishing, as we learn from the Gospel. About two miles to the 
east of Gennesareth is the mount on which our Lord Jesus fed 5000 
men with five loaves and two fishes. This mount is called by the 
inhabitants our Lord's Table ; and at its foot stands a very beautifiil 
church of St. Peter, but deserted." — Early Travels in Palestine, p. 46. 

Pococke, who travelled in the East about the middle of the 
eighteenth century, says : — " Twelve miles north-east from Nazareth 
we came to the Mount of Beatitudes, where our Saviour delivered His 
remarkable sermon. It is about ten miles north of Mount Tabor. 
From the plain to the south it appears like a long low hill, with a 
mount at the east and west end, from which it seems to have the 
name of Kem-el-Hutin (the horns of Hutin), the village of Hutan 
being under it. At the first sight the whole hill appears to be roc^ 
and uneven, but the eastern mount is a level surface, covered with fine 
herbage ; and here, they say, it was that those blessings proceeded 
out of the mouth of the Redeemer of mankind. The mount is ninety 
paces long, and sixty wide. About the middle of this eastern mount 
are the foundations of a small church twenty-two feet square, oh a 
ground a little elevated, which probably is the place where they 
supposed our Saviour was when He spoke to His disciples. To the 
west of it there is a cistern underground, which mig&t serve for the 
use of those who had the care of the church. About two miles to the 
east, near the brow of high ground which runs to the sea of Tiberias, 
there are several large black stones ; two of these stand together, and 
are larger than the rest ; and it is said Christ blessed the loaves on 
them when He fed the 5000, whom He made to sit down on the 
grass." — Pococke's Travels, ii., p. 67. 

Again, he says : — '' On the north side of the hill, over the plain 
of Gemiesareth, there is a fortress cut into the perpendicular rock a 
considerable height, with a great number of apartments, the ascent to 
which is very steep ; it is said by some to be the work, or at least the 
improvement, of Feckerdine. The reason of my mentioning this pass so 
particularly is because south of it is the plain of Hutin, and about two 
miles west of the sea of Tiberias are the ruins of a town or large 
village which is now called Baitsida, and must have been the ancient 
Bethsaida of Galilee so often mentioned in the Gospel. I cannot find 
that this has been yet thoroughly settled by any authors ; and the 
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wriiere on ancient geography finding that there was a Bethsaida east 
of the sea of Tiberias or of Jordan, in Gaulonitis, hare yery much 
doubted whether there was another to the west of that sea, and con- 
sequently have concluded that our Sairiour spoke of that on the east ; 
but, as the town in the east had its name changed to Julias by Philip 
the Tetrarch, before our Saviour frequented those parts, it may easily 
be concluded that the eastern place was never intended, but always 
this town, which is in Galilee ; and, though it be two miles distant 
from the sea or lake, yet it may be said, without any impropriety, to 
be by the sea of Tiberias." — Pococke's Travels, ii. 68. 

The following statement made by a very recent traveller, though 
inaccurate as to the time when the tradition first arose, is valuable as 
a modem testimony to the suitability of Kum Hattin for the Mount of 
Beatitudes : — " The tradition which makes Kum Hattin the Mount of 
Beatitudes is of Latin origin, and not older than the twelfth or 
thirteenth century ; but the place is so well adapted for the delivery of 
a discourse to a large multitude that in this case we may well believe 
it was correctly chosen by those who first selected it," — Recovery of 
Jerusalem, p. 857. 

From the earliest times down to the Beformation it was universally 
believed that the site of the feeding of the 5000 was on the west side of 
the lake of Gennesareth, somewhere between Bethsaida and Tiberias. In 
the sixteenth century Adricomius, a native of Holland, published his 
work on the Geography of the Holy Land. This writer missing the 
meaning of the word (irepav) across, concluded that as Capernaum was 
on the west side of the lake, the Bethsaida mentioned in this chapter 
must be somewhere on the east side, and suggested that Julias, which 
had formerly been called Bethsaida, must be the site of this miracle. 
In the seventeenth century Cornelius k Lapide published his invalu- 
able Commentary on Holy Scripture, in which he pointed out the 
error into which Adricomius had fallen with respect to the site of 
Bethsaida. Early in the eighteenth century (1714) Reland, also a 
native of Holland, published his work on the Geography of the Holy 
Land, and repeats the mistake already made by Adricomius. Such 
were the insufficient grounds on which a tradition of fifteen centuries 
was put aside, and a new interpretation set up in its place. Strange 
to say almost all modem English commentators have eagerly accepted 
this new opinion as to the site or sites of Bethsaida — Bishop Words- 
worth, Dean Alford, Dean Stanley, Dr. Bobinson the American 
traveller. Smith's Biblical Dictionary, and the Handbook on Palestine, 
a work of considerable research, have all adopted the explanation that 
besides a Bethsaida on the west side of the lake, there was another on 
the north-east, where the miracle of feeding the 5000 was wrought. 
The writer of the article " Bethsaida " in Smith's Dictionary evidently 
looks upon the suggestion of two Bethsaidas as a discovery that has 
disposed of aU the difficulties in the case. 

During the last few years a slight reaction has arisen against the 
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explanation of this passage by means of two Bethsaidas (Thomson's 
The Land and the Book, p. 878). The latest writer on this subject 
{Recovery of Jerusalem, p. 880) is inclined to place the scene of this 
miracle on the west side of the lake, very much in the spot which 
tradition has handed down, partly from the character of the country 
which he has inspected, and of which he appears a very competent 
judge, and partly because he thinks it need not be near Bethsaida at 
all. He adopts this opinion because the Sinaitic MS., (p.m.) does 
not mention Bethsaida in St. Luke ix. 10. But a rea^g which is 
found in our own text, and which receives the support which this does 
from the Vatican and Alexandrian MSS., cannot be rejected, on the 
ground that it is supported only by a later reading in the Sinaitic MS. 

The following considerations are offered in support of the old 
tradition that the Bethsaida here mentioned was on the west side of 
the lake, and that the scene of this miracle lay somewhere between 
Bethsaida and Tiberias. 

Of the four Eyangelists two, St. Matthew (xiv. 16) and St. Mark 
(yi. 85), state that Jesus fed the 5000 men with five barley loaves and 
two fishes in a "desert place" (totto? eprjfju)^). St. Luke (ix. 10) 
says it was in " a desert place belonging to the city called Bethsaida," 
and St. John (vi. 23) that it was near Tiberias. 

In English the expressions " in a desert place " (iv tottcd ifyrjfi&), 
and "in the desert" {iv rrj iprjfjLco), have a very different meaning, 
and a similar difference exists in the Greek. JesUs fed the 5000 " in 
a desert place," their fathers did eat manna " in the desert " (John 
vi. 81), or in the wilderness. Any waste or unoccupied land free from 
habitations around a city or village would be a desert place (totto^ 
Iprffuy;), In such a place it was, not far from Bethsaida, that this 
miracle was wrought, and not " in the desert." 

All that is known of Bethsaida or Julias in the north-east of the 
lake is told by Josephus, who says Philip (the Tetrarch), for his 
part beautified and enlarged Paneas at the head of the river Jordan, 
and gave it the name of GsBsarea ; and so for the village of Bethsaida 
upon the bank of the lake of Gennesareth, he built it up to the bulk 
and appearance of a magnificent city, rich and populous, and gave it 
the name of Julias, out of respect to Julia, the daughter of Csesar. 
{Antiq. xviii. 2, 1.) Again he says, " Philip the Tetrarch built a city 
at Paneas, which he called Gsesarea. It was erected at the very head 
of the river Jordan. And he raised another also in Gaulonitis, which 
he called Julias. Tiberias in Galilee was built by Herod, and so was 
also Julias in PeraBa.*' — Jewish Wars, ii. 9, 1 (L'Estrange's Trans- 
lation). 

At the time of this miracle Julias would be at the height of its 
glory, for Philip died there a.d. 84, that is about two years after this, 
and was buried there with great pomp and expense in a monument 
which he had prepared for himself. {Antiq^. xviii. 4, 6.) Is it, there^ 
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fore, eredible that, if by Bethsaida St. Luke had meant this place, he 
would have given it the name by which it had once been called when a 
mere Tillage, and not the name which it then had, and when it was a 
magnificent city rich and populous ? 

The name of Paneas was also changed by this very Philip the 
Tetrarch into CsBsarea, and where it is mentioned in the New Testa- 
ment it is called CsBsarea (Matt. tvi. 18 ; Mark viii. 27), and never 
Paneas. Neither would it be strictly tme that this place was '* called 
Bethsaida," either at the time of the miracle or at the time when St. 
Luke wrote his Gospel. It was then called Jnlias, not Bethsaida. 

The word Bethsaida occurs only in one place besides in St. Luke, 
and that is in the very next chapter (x. 18), where a woe is denounced 
against it, in company with Ghorazin and Capernaum. But it will 
scarcely be questioned that the cities here meant are all cities of 
Galilee, and on the west shore of the lake. Nor is it at all probable 
that St. Luke would use the word Bethsaida in two consecutive 
chapters, meaning by that name two very different places, one a village 
and the other a magnificent city rich and populous, one on the west 
shore of the lake of Tiberias, and the other on the north-east, and give 
no intimation of this. If there were two cities called Bethsaida, and 
if our Saviour wrought part of His miracles in one of these places, and 
part in the other, which did He mean when He said, '* Woe unto thee, 
Bethsaida ? " (Luke x. 18.) 

There is no difficulty in the expressions used by the Evangelists, 
and translated " the other side '- (Matt. xiv. 22), " gone over " (84), 
"other side" (Mark vi. 45), "passed over" (53), "over the sea" 
(John vi. 17), and "the other side of the sea" (25). 'All these 
expressions are translations of one and the same Greek word iripav 
and its compounds. But its meaning is amply satisfied by over the 
^ sea to some other part, and not necessarily bom one cardincJ point of 
the compass to another. Tlipav would mean to the opposite side firom 
whatever point and in whatever direction the start was made. If they 
set sail from the west coast irepav and Buvn-epcuravTe^ would not of 
necessity mean that they sailed due east to the opposite shore, but 
that they crossed over by sea to some other part, it may be on the 
same side of the lake. Tlus use of the word is strikingly exemplified by 
Josephns, and quoted by Macgregor. He says : " The words ek to mpav 
translated to the other side, need not, perhaps, mean to the opposite 
side of the lake, east or west of the Jordan. Josephus, departing from 
Tiberias, says he ' sailed over to TarichsBa' BieTrepaitoOev (Life, sec. 
lix.), while * Tiberias and Tarichasa were on the same western side 
of Jordan, and without any deeply indented bay between them." 
(MacGregor's Jordan, p. 876.) Tins is the more valuable, as being 
the opinion of a sailor, and of one who had examined the coast. 

Not wishing to import into this examination any extraneous 
difficoitj by identifying Capernaum or Bethsaida with the modern Tell 

li 
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Hum, Ehan Minyeb, or any other site, the following rongh sketch has 
been taken from Smith's Biblical Dictionary, which no donbt is 
approximately correct. There it will be seen that the distance from 
Tiberias to Capernaum is greater than the distance from Bethsaida or 
Julias in the north-east to Capernaum. The expression across or over 
the sea (iripav) would therefore be more applicable to the former 
voyage than to the latter. 

St. Mark says (vi. 45) that their destination was at first Bethsaida. 
If they were going from the neighbourhood of a Bethsaida in the 
north-east to a Bethsaida in the west, would not this have been so 
unusual as to require from the ETangelist some explanation, some 
distinction between the two places ? The fair conclusion from all this 
is that the old local tradition is in this case tolerably correct, and this 
places the scene of the miracle of the feeding of the 6000, the place 
from which the disciples set sail (Tiberias), the place of their destina- 
tion (Bethsaida), and the place at which they in the end arrived 
(Capernaum), all on the west shore of the lake. 
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To their question, " When," which also implies the other question, 
"How," "earnest Thou here?" Jesus does not reply. But He 
shows them that their motive in seeking Him was a wrong one. Their 
object was not to witness His miracles, and from thence to learn 
the nature of His ofSce, to conclude from His works that he was 
the Messiah promised to them of old. They sought Him simply and 
solely for the bread, to have their hunger supplied without labour, 
without any regard to the miraculous manner in which it was pro- 
vided for them. He bids them labour, but not for the meat, which 
perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, 
which He the Son of Man, God Incarnate, could give them, because 
God the Father had sealed Him. 

When conversing with the woman of Samaria Jesus had raised her 
houghts from the water of the well to the living water, to life 
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errnisLstSng, so Iiere lie leads the Jews on from the food of the body to 
the food of the soul, from ^'the meat which perisheth to that meat 
which endnreth imto everlasting life.'* That He could give the fonner 
of these, the food of the body, they were themselyes witnesses. He 
here declares His power, as well as the reason of His power, to give 
the other. '' For him hath God the Father sealed." On Him hath 
Ood the Father set the seal of His approval, and hath given Him the 
Impress of Himself. God the Father sealed the Son of Man, when at 
His Baptism there came a voice from heaven, saying, '' This is My 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." (Matt. iii. 17.) The Son 
of Man is elsewhere (Heb. i. S) called the Brightness of His Father's 
Olory, and the Express Image of His Person or of His substance. 
When God the Son took unto Him human nature He gave to it His 
Impress, the Seal of His Father. When the Word was made Flesh, 
the human nature received the Seal, the Impress of the Divine. 

26 Jesns answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say 
unto yon, ye seek Me, not because ye (saw the miracles), 
bnt because ye (did eat) of the loaves, and were filled. 

(All Saw miraoleB — ate.) 

27 (Labour not) for the meat which perisheth, [but for 
(that meat) which] endureth unto (everlasting life), [which 
the Son of Man shall give irnto you] : (for Him hath God 
the Father sealed.) 

[S. Bnt for that which : S. which the Son of Man giveth onto yon.] 

(Maigin. Work not.) 

(Alf. Work not— the meat— eternal life— for Him the Father sealed, even God.) 

Jesns could giye them ** the meat which endnreth nnto everlastrng 
life," becanse Him had God the Father sealed. Bnt Jesns had said 
that they mnst work for it. They therefore ask Him what the works 
were which they mnst do in order to obtain this meat. He replies that 
they mnst believe on Him, whom God hath sent, i.e., on Himself. 
Belief or faith is here, as often in Holy Scriptnre, pnt for all the active 
virtnes that spring from belief. Belief is the root from which all these 
grow naturally as its fruit. It is therefore nsed alone, bnt includes 
ihem all. 

28 [Then said they] unto Him, (What shall we do), that 
we may work the works of God ? 

[A. Th^ said.] 

(Ait They said therefore— what mnat we do ?) 

29 Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the 

L 2 
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work of God (that ye believe on Him whom He hath 
sent.) 

(Alf. That ye should belieye in Him whom He Bent.) 

The Jews then reply that, before they can believe in Him they 
must see some works adequate to produce in them this belief. He 
had only fed them, 6000 of them, with superhuman food for a single 
day, and yet on the strength of this He required them to believe 
that He was God, whereas Moses only required their fiathers to 
believe that he was God's servant, and yet to produce in them 
this belief he fed them, 600,000 of them, continually for forty years 
with manna. 

So gross and carnal are the Jews that they cling to the miracle of 
multiplying the bread, and overlook all the other miracles which Jesus 
had wrought among them; how He had healed the sick, cast out devils, 
opened the eyes of the blind, none of which Moses had done. 
Jesus wrought His miracles with the express purpose of proving to 
them that He was God : Moses wrought his miracles to prove that 
he was God's servant. On the strength of the miracles which he 
performed their fathers had believed Moses that he was, what he 
professed to be, God's servant. But they had not believed Jesus 
that He was, what He claimed to be, God, in consequence of His 
miracles. 

30 They said therefore unto Him, (What sign shewest 
Thou [then]) that we may see, and believe Thee ? What 
dost Thou work ? 

[S. Omits, Then.] 

(Alf. What doest Thou then as a Sign ?) 

31 Our fathers (did eat manna in the desert) : as 
it is written, He gave them bread from heaven to eat. ^ 

(Alf. Ate the manna in the wilderness.) 

In answer to this Jesus shows that He was greater than Moses, 
and that the bread, which He gave, was greater than that which Moses 
gave. 

82 (Then said Jesus) unto them, Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, Moses gave you not (that bread) from heaven ; 
but My Father giveth you the true bread from heaven. 

(Alf. Jesus therefore said— the bread.) 

^ See note an John iii. 88. 
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33 For the bread of God (is He which) cometh down 
from heaven, and giveth hfe unto the world. 

(Alf. Ib that which.) 

In these words He contrasts the manna, with the *' trae bread/' 
and points oat several important distinctions between them. The 
manna was given by Moses, who was a mere man ; the " tme 
bread " was given by God the Father. The manna was given to their 
fathers only, to the Israelites in the desert, but the tme bread is given 
by God the Father to the world. The manna did not really come 
fiit>m heaven, but only apparently so. It was formed in the air 
at God's command, like the frost, or snow, or hail, and it is only called 
the bread of heaven as a type or figure of the true bread of heaven, but 
the true bread of heaven, the Word, came down from the bosom of the 
Father. The manna nourishes the body only, and that only for a time : 
the true bread nourishes both soul and body, and. that for ever. 

The dulness of these Jews in apprehending our Saviour's meaning of 
the words, ''true bread (rom heaven," is not unlike that of the 
Samaritan woman with respect to His use of the expression, '' living 
water." After all the explanation which He had given her of the 
"living water," her thoughts had never risen above the water of 
the weU, and she exclaims, Sir, give me this water that I thirst not, 
neither come hither to draw. (iv. 4.) In like manner, the highest 
aim of these Jews was to obtain the food of the body, and without the 
necessary labour. 

34 (Then said they) unto Him, Lord, evermore give 
us this bread. 

(Alf. They said therof ore.) 

Though Jesus had identified Himself with the meat which endureth 
unto everlasting life, or with the " true bread from heaven," yet up to 
this point He had spoken of Himself in the third person, now He 
begins to use the first person and speak of Himself in such a manner 
that they can scarcely mistake His meaning, at least so far as that He 
Himself is " the true bread from heaven." 

35 [And Jesus] said unto them, I am the Bread of 
Life : he that cometh to me (shall never) hunger ; and he 
that beheveth (on Me shall never thirst.) 

[Y. Omits, And : S. Then Jesns.] 

(Alf. Omits, And— shaU not— in Me shall never thirst.) 

In the expression, ''the bread of life," there is probably some 
allusion to the " tree of life." (Gen. ii. 9.) If our first parents had 
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eaten of the tree of life it would have prolonged their life, even though 
their life was one of misery. *' The bread of life " imparts immortality 
not to the body only, but to the soul also, and Jesus is the bread 
of life. Those who believe in Him, those who come to Him, shall 
never lack strength in their contest with Satan. They shall never 
hunger nor thirst any more. They shall never faint for want of super- 
natural grace. 

' 86 But I said nnto you (That ye also have seen [Me]), 
and believe not. 

[S. A. Omit, Me.] 

(Alf. That ye have eyen Been Me.) 

Either He had said these very words at some other time, and St. 
John has not recorded them, or they were the substance of what 
He had said above. 

37 (All that) the Father giveth Me shall come unto 
Me : and him that cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast 
out. 

(Alf. AU wbioh.) 

38 [(For I came) dovm from heaven, not to do] Mine 
own will, but the will of Him that sent Me. 

[S. For I oame not down from heaven to do.] 
(Alf. For I am come.) 

39 [And this is the Father's will, (which hath] sent) 
Me, that of all which He hath given Me I should lose 
nothing, but should (raise it up again at the last day.) 

[S. y. A. And this is the will of Him which hath.] 
(Alf. That sent— raise it up at the last day.) 

40 (And this is the will of Him that sent Me, that every 
one which seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, may have 
everlasting life : and I will) raise him up at the last day. 

[S. V. A. For this is : S. V. The will of My Father that] 

(Alf. For this is the will of My Father, that eyeiy one which looketh on the Son, 
and believeth in Him, should have eternal life : and that I should.) 

They had seen Jesus, they had seen, too, the miracles which He 
wrought before them, they had heard the testimony of John the 
Baptist, and yet, as a nation, the Jews did not believe in Him. Some 
of them would believe, and those He would not reject. To believe in 
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Him was the gift of the Father, and was the reward of His Passion. 
The prophet had long before said, " He shall see of the trayail of His 
Soul, and shall be satisfied." (Isa. liii. 11.) Eternal Ufe, the life of 
grace in the soul here, to be matured into the life of glory hereafter for 
eyer, is given to those who believe on Jesus the Son of God, who is 
the bread of life. He would not cast out those who came to Him, 
because the Father had given them to Him as the reward of His 
Passion, and because He came down from heaven, i.e., because He was 
made Flesh, in order to do the will of His Father. So fax from 
permitting them to perish. He would raise them up at the last day. 
Their coming to Him, their belief in Him, and union with Him, would 
be the very cause of their resurrection. 

41 (The Jews then) murmured at Him, because He 
said, I am the Bread which came down from heaven. 

(All The Jews therefore.) 

42 And they said, Is not this Jesus, the Son of Joseph, 
[whose Father and mother we know] ? [(how is it then that 
He saith,] I came) down from heaven ? 

[S.* Whose father also we know: Y. How now saith He? J 
(Alf. How then doth He say, I am oome.) 

43 [Jesus therefore answered and said] unto them, 
Murmur not among yourselves. 

[V. Omits, Therefore : S. Answered them and said.] 
(Alf. Omits, Therefore.) 

44 No man can come to Me, [except the Father which] 
hath sent Me draw him: and I will raise him up at 
the last day.^ 

[A. Except he which.] 

45 It is written in the prophets. And they shall be all 
taught of God. Every man [therefore] that (hath heard, 
[and hath learned of the Father]), cometh unto Me.* 

[B. V. Omit, Therefore : A. And hath learned the truth of the Father.] 
(Alf. Heareth from the Father, and leameth.) 



See note on xii. 82. zxv. 84, ol 4v\iyfnfi4yoi rod irarpds, means 

Taught of God (8(«oicto* toC tfcov.)— blessed by the Father.*'— Winer's Oram- 
" ^t is, taught by God, as in St. Matt, mar of the New Teetament, 202. 
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46 Not that any man hath seen the Father, [save He 
which is (of God), He hath seen the Father.] 

[S. Saye He, which ia of the Father, He hath seen God.] 
(Alf. From Gk)d.) 

Jesus bids the Jews not to murmur at what He had just said 
to them. The fault, the cause of their murmuring, lay not in His 
words, for they were true, but in the state of their own hearts, in their 
own want of divine light. Their belief, or their want of belief, in Him 
depended on the previous preparation of their heart. Those who had 
previously listened to the teaching of the Father would believe in Him. 
Those who had hitherto faithfully and conscientiously obeyed the laws of 
God the Father would be led on to believe in His fiiture revelation of 
His Son. 

The conditions under which God effectually draws some men to 
believe in Him and others not are beyond man's biowledge. Practically 
all men are free to choose and free to refuse Him. As a rule, we see 
that men are drawn from one degree of perfection to another. This is 
strikingly seen with respect to the Incarnation. All those whom God 
chose as His instruments to bring about the Incarnation, or to whom 
it should be first revealed, were already eminent for their devout lives 
under another and less perfect dispensation. This is expressly stated 
in the case of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Luke i. 28) ; Joseph (Matt, 
i. 19) ; Zacharias and Elizabeth (Luke i. 6) ; Simeon (Luke ii. 26) ; 
and Anna (v. 87). 

Thus, according to the rules which had been already observed and 
displayed in God's providence those in that very crowd of Jews who 
were diligently striving to do the will of the Father as declared under 
the Mosaic dispensation would be convinced by the works which Jesus 
wrought, that He was the Christ. Conviction so as to produce belief 
in Jesus was not the effect of miracles unless acting on a teachable, 
obedient, devout spirit. No amount of miracles would succeed in 
persuading those whom the Father had not already drawn. But the 
reward of those who were drawn by the Father to believe in Him would 
be unlimited, it would be resurrection to eternal life. 

47 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth (on 
Me) hath (everlasting life.) 

[S.V. Omit, On Me.] 
(Alf. In Me— eternal life.) 

48 I am (that bread) of life. 

(Alf. The bread.) 

49 Your fathers (did eat manna in the wilderness, and 
are dead.) 

(Alf. Ate the manna in the wilderness, and died.) 
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60 This is the bread, which cometh down from heaven, 
that a man may eat thereof, and not die. 

51 1 am the living bread, which came down from heaven : 
if any man [eat of this bread,] he shall live for ever : ([and] 
[the Bread that I will give is My Flesh), [which I will give] 
for the life of the world.] 

[8. Eat of My bread : S. OmitB, and : S. The bread that I will give for the life of 
the world, is My Flesh : Y. OmitB, which I will give.] 
(Alf. Tea, and the Bread that I wiU give is My Flesh.) 

52 The Jews therefore (strove among themselves), 
saying, [How can This Man] give ns His Flesh to eat ? 

[S. How therefore can This Man.] 
(Alf. Contended among themselyes.) 

If we review the last twenty-five verses we shall find that the chief 
sabject of them, and that which connects them all, like a vein nmning 
from one end to the other, is that Jesns is the author of lifoi of life to the 
soul here, and of life to the soul and body hereafter. Every variety of 
expression is used to convey this knowledge to them. He is the meat 
which endureth unto everlasting life. He is the true bread from 
heaven. He is the bread of life. He is the living bread which came 
down from heaven. 

The Jews said that Jesus was a mere man, the son of Joseph, and 
that His father and mother were living among them. Jesus Himself 
claimed to be God, as well as man, and therefore the author of life to 
man. If they wished to partake in eternal life they must believe that 
He was God, One with the Father, and equal to the Father. In order 
to partake of life they must believe in Him, they must believe that He, 
Jesus, whom they supposed to be the son of Joseph, was God, and 
therefore the source of life, and able to impart life to them. This was 
the first step in order to obtain life eternal ; the next was to eat His 
Mesh and drink His Blood. 

The first objection of the Jews was that He could not be the author 
of life, because He was only a man like themselves and descended from 
men like themselves. Their second objection was that no man could 
giye them his flesh to eai 

In answer to the objection of the Jews, *' How can this Man give 
as His Mesh to eat ? " Jesus, in the next six verses, declares tiiat 
this is possible, and, more than that, it is absolutely necessary. He 
does not explain to the Jews how they can eat His Mesh and drink 
His Blood, but He repeats, in almost every possible form, that in order 
to obtain h£e in the soul here, and life in the soul and body hereafter, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



154 COMMENTARY ON ST. JOHN'S GOSPEL. 

they must believe that He, Jesns the Son of Mary, was God, and they 
must eat His Flesh and drink His Blood. 

53 (Then Jesus said) unto them, Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, Except ye eat the Flesh of the Son of Man, and 
drink His Blood, ye have [no life] in you. 

[S. Not eTerlasting life.] 
(All Jesos therefore said.) 

54 (Whoso) eateth My Flesh, and drinketh My 
Blood, hath eternal life : and I will raise him up at the 
last day.^ 

(Alf. He that.) 

55 For My Flesh [is meat indeed,] and My Blood [is 
drink indeed.] 

[V. Ig true meat : Y. Is true drink.] 

56 He that eateth My Flesh, and drinketh My Blood, 
dwelleth in Me, and I in Him. 

57 As the living Father (hath sent) Me, and I live (by 
the Father) : (so) he that eateth Me, (even he) shall live 
(by Me.) 

(Alf. Sent— by reason of the Father-^eyen so— he also— by reason of Me.) 

58 This is (That Bread) which came down from 
heaven: [not as your fathers did eat manna, and are 



1 Whoso eateth My Flesh {d rp^»y the Greek text which we lose in our 

fiov rV <rdoKa), — "It is yeiy interesting English Version, and which seems to hare 

to notice tnat onr Savionr, in the sixth been intended by Him who is the Word, 

chapter of St. John's Gospel, uses two to connect more closely His Flesh and 

Greek synonyms <f>dyu and Tp<&y», to ex- Blood with the manna and the bread. He 

press > the act of eating as applied to limits the general term, applied to animal 

Himself. When speaking of Himself as and vegetable food indiscriminately, to 

the True Bread, the ai>chetype of the the manna and the bread. He enluges 

manna in the wilderness. He invariably the specific term applied exclasively to 

employs, ^700, which is a general term, vegetable food, so as to embrace His Fle^ 

meaning to eat any kind of sabstance, and Blood. His Flesh is Bread, and 

and in any way. Bnt when speaking of Bread is His Flesh. The broken Bread 

His own Flesh, He suddenly uses the of the Sapper is His broken Body; and 

word rpd^M, which is a specific term, and we are to eat of It in both the senses sig- 

means to chew food like a ruminating nified by ^yw and rp<67w.**— MaomiUan 

animal, to eat vegetable substances alone, on the True Vine^ p. 69. 
It is one of those delicate refinements of 
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dead] : he that (eateth of This Bread) shall live for. 
ever. 

[S. The bread which eometh down from heaven is not: S. V* Not as the fathers 
did eat, and are dead.] 

(Alf. The Bread— not as the fathers ate and died— eateth This Bread.) 

69 These things said He in the synagogue, as He 
taught in Gia.pemaum.^ 

[S. V. In Capharnamn*] 



^ ** Capemaxun was a basy bright little 
town ; a station on the gi^at road : a gar- 
rison for Boman troops : a port for col- 
lecting dues by land and lake : a place of 
tanners, dyers, soap-boilers : a market for 
oilmen, shepherds, cheesemongers and 
fruit grocers: a halting ground for the 
bnyers and sellers of every Jdnd, the com- 
ehandlers, the fishermen, the woolstaplers, 
the yinters and the gardeners. Being the 
first town on the lake of Tiberias, as you 
ride in from Damascus, as Arena is the 
first town on Lago Maggiore as you come 
from Turin, it was the port at which any 
one coming that way would embark for 
cities lying south and east on the shore. 
Standing on a hill of limestone, rough 
and rich with the flow of the basaltic rocks 
from higher volcanic hills; having the 
rich plain and cool lake of Gennesareth at 
its feet, with the palm, the orange, and 
the pomegranate blooming everywhere 
about, Capernaum became, like Gomo or 
Palanza nearer home, a retreat for the 
jich as well as a field of labour for the 
poor. Most of the Jewish inhabitants, net- 
makers, fi^ermen, farmers, were believers 
in a physical Messiah : followers of Herod, 
of Jodas, of Simon, of John : Jews of an 
earnest and yet of a most worldly type. 
The strangers who dwelt among those 
Jews, like every one trained in the Hellenic 
schools, were liberal and tolerant in affairs 
of faith. Had not the Boman governor 
built a synagogue for the Jews at his own 
expense? 

'• Capernaum, properly spelt Caphar na 
Ham, was one of the towns most favoured 
by the Lord. It was the first place to 
which He came after His Baptism by John. 
There He dwelt for a little while with His 
early disciples, Peter and Andrew, James 
and John. Here lived the good nobleman 
whose son He cured. There too He healed 
the demoniac in the synagogue ; relieved 
the mother-in-law of Peter, healed the man 



sick of the palsy, and restored the withered 
hand. There He made whole the centu- 
rion's servant, and raised the daughter of 
Jairus from the dead. From the blue 
waters of the lake, He obtained the tribute 
money: and on its slimy shores, among 
the brambles and vines, He spoke the 
parables of the Tares, of the Sower, of the 
Treasure, of tbe Merchant, of the Net. 
In the White Synagogue, built by the 
Boman soldier. He pronounced His dis- 
courses on Vaith, on Fasting, on Humility 
of Spirit, on Brotherly Love. Near to 
Capernaum He fed the five thousand, 
walked on the sea, and preached His 
Sermon on the Mount. He loved the 
busy, basaltic town, and after His expul- 
sion from Nazareth, He made it the scene 
of His ministiy. In the words of St 
Matthew, a native of the place, it became 
His own dty. Where then was this 
favoured spot ? 

*' Strange to say, the great Churches of 
East and West, while bent on fixing the 

sites of events in the sacred story 

kept no dear record of the scene of so 
many miracles and sermons as Caper- 
naum." — ^Dixon's Holy Land^ ii. 160. 

•< As regards Capernaum, what maybe 
eaUed the intrinsic arguments in favour 
of Tell Hum had been often urged ; and 
in recent /years the recognition of the 
remains of a Jewish Synagogue in the 
^at ruin on that spot, gave much addi- 
tional interest to the question. But what 
is new and, it seems to me, almost deci- 
sive, is the identification of the fountain 
at Tabigah with the fountain of Caper- 
naum, by the discovery that the tract 
round the rock of Khan Minyeh is an 
aqueduct carrying the waters of the foun- 
ta[in into the plahi of Gennesareth. This 
at once elevates the daim of Tell Hum to 
be the ancient Capernaum to the very 
highest xoDk."— 'Recovery of Jenualem^ 
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In order to obtain eternal life they mnst believe that Jesus was 
GroAy and they must eat His Flesh and drink His Blood. As He had 
introduced and enforced the first of these with the solemn declaration, 
Verily, verily, so also He does the second. As He had used a variety 
•)f expressions in order to convey the knowledge of the first requisite for 
iife, so He does also in the case of the second. 

In these verses Jesus once more reiterates the absolute necessity of 
eating His Flesh and drinking His Blood in order to obtain eternal 
life, and to be raised up at the last day. He shows that the effects of 
His Flesh and His Blood will not be physical, not according to the 
usual working of nature, but spiritual and supernatural. In the case 
of common eating whatever is eaten is assimUated to the body of the 
person who eats. He who eats the Flesh of Jesus and drinks His 
Blood is united to Jesus, to the God Man personally, to the Second 
Person in the Godhead. But He declares that His Flesh is really 
Flesh, and that His Blood is really Blood, not figuratively so only. 
The union produced by eating the Flesh of Jesus and drinking His 
Blood is a real, actual union, though supernatural, and not a union 
through the affections only. He likens the union between Himself and 
those who eat His Flesh and drink His Blood to the union between the 
Father and Himself. * 

The Jews go away with the impression that He meant them to 
eat His Flesh and drink His Blood in the usual acceptation of the words. 
He does not explain to them that this was not the case. Either the 
time for this was not yet come, or the Jews were not in a state of 
mind to receive further explanation. Jesus does not give this 
explanation until when in the Eucharist He offers His Body or His 
Flesh and His Blood for the Life of the world. Then He shows His 
Apostles how they were to eat His Flesh and drink His Blood, not only 
then but to the end of the world, and not only they but all faithfdl 
earnest believers in Him, as the God Incarnate, the Word made 
Flesh. 

He did not give them His Body to eat and His Blood to drink until 
He had offered Them in the Eucharist for the life of the world. The 
Body which He then gave them to eat, and the Blood which He then 
gave them to drink, were not different irom His Body and from His 
Blood, which He would give to all time, not different from the Flesh 
and the Blood which He had just told the Jews they must eat and 
drink in order to obtain eternal life. His miracle of multiplying the 
bread just before this discourse had prepared us for this. No Hmits 
can be put to His power. The only question for us to consider 
is, What did He mean ? 

Jesus delivered this discourse not to His disciples or to the Twelve 
Apostles, but to the Jews in the most public place in Capernaum, in the 
synagogue. The synagogue-days were the second and fifth day of the 
week. (Lightfoot, i. 286.) 
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60 Many therefore of His disciples, when they (had 
heard) this, said, (This is an hard saying) : who can hear 
it? 

(All. Heard— This saying is hard.) 

61 [(When Jesns knew) in Himself] that His disciples 
(mnrmured at it), [He said] trnto them. Doth this oflfend 
yon ? 

[S. Jesns therefore knew in Hlinself— and He said.] 
(All Bat Jeans knowing— were mnnnnrxng at this.) 

62 (What, [and] if ye shall see the Son of Man ascend 
up) where He was before ? 

[S. Omits, And.] 

(Alf. What then if ye should hehold the Son of Kan ascending np.) 

63 It is the Spirit (that qnickeneth) : the flesh profiteth 
nothing: the words that (I speak) unto yon, (they are 
Spirit and they are Life.) 

[8. They are Spirit and Life.] 

(Alf. That giyeth life— have spoken — are spirit and are life.) 

64 But there are some of you that believe not. pPor 
Jesus knew] from the beginning who they were [that believed 
not, and (who should) betray him.] 

[S. For the Sayionr knew : 8. That beliered, and who it was which should betray 
Him.] 

(All Who it was that should.) 

65 And He said, (Therefore said I) unto you, that no 
man can come unto Me, except it (were given) [unto him of 
My Father.] 

[S. Omits, Unto him : S. V. Of the Father.] 
(Alf. For this cause have I said — ^be given.) 

The Jews, as we haye already seen, murmured and called in 
question His power to give life, and especially through the eating 
of His Flesh and the drinking of His Blood. The latter they called a 
hard saying. But thongh Jesus knew that they murmured at what 
He had just said He did not soften down His statement, He meets it 
with one equally hard, and said unto them, *' Doth this ofifend you ? 
What and if ye shall see the Son of Man ascend up where He was 
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before ? " He calls to their recollection what He had before tan^ht 
them, that He was God and came down from heaven, and that He 
should ascend np where He was before. 

Jesns does not say, " My Flesh profiteth nothing,'^ bnt " the 
flesh/' mere flesh, mere human nature profiteth nothing, that is, has no 
power to give life. But His was not mere flesh, mere human nature, He 
was the Word made Flesh. The Divine Nature communicated life-giving 
power to the Human Nature which.He took of the Blessed Virgin, and He 
communicates life to men through their eating His Flesh and drinking 
His Blood. 

In all the instances where He teaches that life in the soul here and 
life in the soul and body hereafter is the fruit of eating the Flesh 
and drinking the Blood of the Son of Man, He, of course, implies 
a corresponding belief that He is God and a frame of mind in keeping 
with such a belief. 

Jesus shows them that the cause of their unbelief was not because 
His saying was hard, but because their hearts were hard. They 
had not been taught of God, they had not been drawn to Him by 
the desire to learn how to serve God. He knew from their first coming 
to Him which of them would continue to believe in Him. 

By the saying which they called hard Jesus was not breaking the 
bruised reed, nor quenclung the smoking flax. This was a test to 
sever the earnest and sincere among them from the selfish and 
indifferent, those who followed Him merely for the sake of the bread, 
which they saw He could provide, from those who really believed t^t 
He was God. 

66 [(From that time) many of His disciples] went back, 
and walked no more with Him. 

[S. From that time therefore many of the dUoipleB.] 
(Alf. Upon this.) 

67 (Then said) Jesus unto the twelve, (Will ye also go 
away ?) 

(Alf. Therefore said— do ye also wish to go away?) 

68 [Then] Simon Peter answered Him, Lord, to whom 
shall we go ? Thou hast the words of eternal life. 

[S. V. Omit, Then.] 
(Alf. Omits, Then.) 

69 And we (believe and are sure [that Thou art that 
Christ, the Son of the living God.)J 

[S. V. That Thon art the Holy One of God.] 

(Alf. HaTe belieTed and know that Thon art the Holy One of God.) 

From that time, and in consequence of that hard saying, thai they 
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mast eat EBs Flesh and drink His Blood in order to have life in them^ 
many of His disciples went back. Bnt neither Jndas nor the rest 
of the Twelve went away. Judging from the difference in their 
characters, and from their subsequent conduct, we may safely conclude 
that they remained with Jesus from very different motiyes. Judas, we 
know, was a thief and had the bag. That would be sufficient to retain 
him. The reason why the others did not go away is contained in their 
own answer — ^Peter, either as entitled by his age or as influenced by 
the strength and sincerity of his zeal, speaks in the name of the rest. 
Some one they must follow. None but He had the words of eternal' 
life. Peter only repeats with slight variation our Saviour's Own words, 
"The words that I have spoken unto you are spirit and are life." (68.) 
Though they might not fully understand His words, they had 
unbounded confidence in Him. From the testimony of John 
Baptist, from His Own miracles, from the holiness of His life and 
teaching, they believed and were sure that He was the Holy One 
of God. This Peter says, not as a single individual, not as his own 
belief only, but in the name of the Twelve Apostles and as their belief, 
^' Thou hast the words of eternal life. And we believe and are sure 
that Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God. This, Peter 
says, is the belief of them all. But Jesus tells him that he is 
mistaken, for though He had chosen twelve as Apostles, one ,of them 
was a devil. 

70 [Jesus answered them, (Have not I chosen) you 
twelve, and one of you is a devil ?] 

[S. JesoB answered and said unto them : S. And among you is a devil.] 
(Alt Did I not choose.) 

71 He spake ([of Judas Iscariot the son of Simon] : 
for he it was that should betray Him), being one of the 
twelve. 

[S. Of Judas the son of Simon, who was of Gariotns : S. That shonld also hetray 
Him.] 

(All Of Jndas the son of Simon Iscariot : for it was he that was aboat to betray 
Him.) 

It is the Evangelist who adds that Jndas Iscariot was meant by the 
expression " Have not I chosen yon twelve, and one of you is a devil?" 
Jesns does not mention His name. He does not discover him to 
the rest of the Apostles, bnt He says sufficient to convince Jndas 
himself that his real character was known to Him» and sufficient to 
put the other Apostles on their guard against trusting too much to 
their own strength and to the sincerity of their own belief. Jesus caUs 
him " a devil," probably to imply that he was His Adversary, a thief 
and a liar like the devil, and, in short, a mere instrument of the devil. 
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The way in which the name of Judas the traitor is associated 
(71) with this discourse of Jesus, abnost seems to imply that his 
hardness of heart, which eventually led him to betray, to deliyer up 
the Son of God, took its rise, or at least, assumed its more positiye 
form after he had heard it, that this discourse which might have been 
the means of imparting to him life eternal, became the occasion of 
increasing his hardness of heart. 

What is the exact meaning of Iscariotes is not known. Many 
conjectures have been made, such as ish Kerioth (^^^l? ^^), a native 
of Kerioth in Judah. (Josh. xv. 25.) Similar compounds can be 
produced, as for instance, Isbosheth, Ishtob. Nothing seems to be 
known for certain about Judas before his call to be an Apostle. 
Lightfoot (ii. 176) suggests three explanations. If the title Iscariotes 
were given to Judas while he was alive, he thinks it may have been 
derived from the word K^OTpDK (Iskortj a), which means a leathern apron, 
and upon such aprons purses were usually sewn. Thus Judas with 
the leathern apron would mean much the same as Judas *' who had 
the bag ;" or, the leathern apron might indicate his trade, that of a 
tanner : Judas, called the son of Simon the tanner ; and in the Acts 
ix. 43 we read of a Simon who was a tanner. If the title were given 
him upon his death he would suggest that K"DDK (Iscara), which 
means strangling, was the root from which the term Iscariot was 
derived. In this sense Judas Iscariot would imply Judas who died by 
strangling. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( 161 ) 



INTEODUCTORY NOTE TO CHAPTER VII. 



THE JEWS' FEAST OP TABERNACLES, 

The following calendar from the beginning of the month Tisri to the 
Feast of Tabernacles is taken from I^htfoot, ii. 554, who substantiates 
abnost all the statements by references to ancient Jewish writers. 

I. The first day of the month Tisri, was the beginniiig of .the year, for stating the 
years, the intezmlBsions of the seventh year, and the Jubilees. Upon this 
day was the blowing of Trompets, Leyit. xziii. 24, and persons were sent oat 
to giye notice of the beginning of the year. On this day began the year of 
the world 3960, in the nuddle of which year Christ was crucified. 

n. The second day, observed also as holy by the Jews that were in Babylon, that 
they might be sure not to miss the beginning of the year. 

IIL A Fast for the murder of Gedaliah : for so they expound those words, Zech. viii. 
19. The fast of the seventh month. 

IV. This day was the High-Friest in the apartment called irpo*9pov or vaptBpoVf to 

which he then betook himself from his own house ; that he might inure him- 
self by exercise to the rights of the day of atonement approaching, and be 
ready and fitted for the service of that day. 

V. All those seven days, after he betook himself from his own house to this 

VI. chamber until the day of atonement, he sprinkles the blood of the daily 
Vn. sacrifice, offers the incense, snuffs the lamps, and brings the head and legs 
Vm. of the sacrifice to the altar, that he may be the more handy in his office upon 

the expiation day. 

IX. Whereas for the whole seven days they permitted him to eat according to his 

usual custom, the evening of this Say approaching, they diet him more 
sparingly, lest a full stomach should occasion sleep> They spend the whole 
mght waking. 

X. The day of Expiation. The solemn Fast. On this day began the year of 

Jubilee when it came about, Levit. xxv. 9. And indeed this year, which is 
now under our consideration, was the twenty-eighth Jubilee, reckoning from 
the seventh year of Joshua, wherein the land was subdued and rested from 
war. Josh. xi. 28. 

XI. The multitude now gather together toward the Feast of Tabernacles, that they 
Xn. might purify themselves before the Feast, and prepare necessaries for it, viz., 
XHL littie tents, citrons, bundles of palms, willows, See. But if any were defiled 

by the touch of a dead body, such were obliged to betake tiliemselves to 
Jerusalem before the Feast of Expiation, that they might undergo seven 
days' purification before the Feast of Tabernacles. 
XrV. They were generally cut or trimmed on the Vespers of the Feast for the honour 
of it. 

XV. The first day of the Feast of Tabernacles. A feast day. Thirteen young 

buUocks offered, Ac, Numb. xxix. 13. The preparation of the Chagiga. They 
lodge that night in Jerusalem. 

XVI. The second day of the feast. Twelve young bullocks offered. The appearance ' 
of all the males in the Court. 

XVn. The third day. Eleven young bullocks. 

XVIII. The fourth day. Ten. 

XIX. The fifth day. Nine. 

XX. The sixth day. Eight. 

XXI. The seventh day. Seven. 

XXIL The eighth day. One young bullock offered. 

M 
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Upon all these days there was a pouring out of water upon the altar 
with wine (a thing not used at any other time) ; and for the sake of 
thaty great joy and singing and dancing ; such as was not all the year 
besides. 

At the close of the first day of the Feast they went down into the 
Court of the Women, and there prepared a great stage, that is, benches 
on which the women stood above and the men below. Golden candle- 
sticks were then fixed to the walls, over these were golden cups, to 
which were four ladders set, by which four of the younger priests went 
up, having bottles in their hands that contained 120 lags, which they 
emptied into every cup. Of the rags of the garments and girdles of the 
priests they made wicks to light those lamps ; and there was not a 
street throughout all Jerusalem that did not shine with light. 

The religious and devout danced before them, having lighted torches 
in their bands, and sang songs and doxologies. The Levites, with 
harps and psalteries, cymbals and other instruments of music without 
number, stood upon those fifteen steps by which they went down from 
the Goiurt of Israel to the Court of the Women, according to the fifteen 
Psalms of degrees, and sung. Two priests also stood in the upper gate, 
which goes down from the Court of Israel to the Court of the Women, 
with the trumpets in their hands. When the cock crew, or the presi- 
dent gave his signal, the trumpets sounded ; when they came to the 
tenth step they sounded again : when they came to the Court they 
sounded ; when they came to the pavement they sounded, and so went 
on sounding the trumpets till they came to the east-gate uf the Court ; 
when they came thither they turned their faces from the east to the 
west, and said, ** Our fathers in this place turning their backs upon the 
Temple, and their faces toward the east, worshipped the sun, but we 
turn our faces to God." 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

1 Jems reproi-eth the amhition and boldness of His kinsmen; 10 
Goeth up from Galilee to the Feast of Tabernacles ; 14 Teacheth 
in the Temple ; 40 Divers opinions of Him among the people ; 
45 The Pharisees are angry that their officers took Him not^ 
and chide with Nicodemusfor taking His part. 

After His miracle of feeding the 5000, of walking on the sea of 
Galilee, and His discourse with the Jews on the Bread of Ufe, there 
occurs in St. John's narratiye an interval of six months. Those events 
took place ahout the time of the Passover (vi. 4), and the Passover 
was observed in the month Nisan from 14th to 21st, or from April 
16th to 23rd. The acts related in the following chapter took place 
about the Feast of Tabernacles, which was observed from 15th of the 
month Tisri, or from October 7th, and for eight following days. 

After this Feast of Tabernacles Jesus continued His Ministry 
on earth for six months longer. Thus all His sayings and doings 
which St. John frota this time records, took place in the last 
six months before His Crucifixion. St. John omits all His acts 
during the first half of His last year, that is, from April to October. 
He does not mention that, during the first six months of the year, 
Jesus had defended His disciples against the complaint of the 
Pharisees, because they eat with unwashen hands ; that He had cast 
out a devil from the daughter of a woman of Canaan ; that He had fed 
4000 men besides women and children with seven loaves and a few 
little fishes ; that He had questioned His disciples as to what men 
thought of Him, with St. Peter's answer. He relates nothing of all 
this, nor of His Transfiguration on the Mount, nor of His healing 
the lunatic child, nor of His paying the tribute money, nor of His 
reproving His Apostles, who disputed which of them should be the 
greatest. St. John omits all these, and most probably for the reason 
that they had been fully recorded by the other Evangelists. 

1 (After) these things Jesus walked in Galilee : for He 
would not walk (in Jewry), because the Jews sought to kill 
Him. 

(Alf. And after^in Judisi.) 

2 Now the- Jews' feast of tabernacles waa at hand, 

h2 
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8 His brethren therefore said unto Him, Depart hence, 
and go into Judaea, that Thy disciples also (may see the 
works that Thou doest.) 

(Alf. May behold Thy works which Thoa doest.) 

4 (For there is no man that doeth anything in secret, 
and he himself seeketh) to be known openly. (If Thou do) 
these things (shew Thyself) to the world.^ 

(Alf. For no man doeth any thing in secret, and seeketh himself— if Thou doest— 
manifest Thyself.) 

6 (For neither did His brethren) believe in Him. 

(Alf. For even His brethren did not.) 

It would seem that Jesus had not, accordiug to His usual custom, 
and as the law of Moses enjoined, gone up to Jerusalem either at the 
last Passover or at the Feast of Tabernacles, and probably for the 
reason here alleged, that He would not walk in Jewry, because the 
Jews sought to kill Him. It was not that He feared death, but 
because the time for His Death was not yet come. 

No argument has been advanced in modem times sufficient either 
to prove that our Saviour's " brethren ** were the sons of the Blessed 
Virgin, or to disprove the old opinion that they were her relations, 
probably her nephews, and sons of her sister, the wife of Cleophas. 
This being the case, it is surely in haimony with God's works, if 
we select that meaning, which attributes the least of human passion 
and the utmost of self-restraint to the persons, who were the most 
nearly interested as instruments in bringing about the Incarnation. 
Thus no violence is done to the reason, and scope is given for the 
exercise of a healthy feeling of devotion. 

In the eyes of His brethren Galilee was no field for Jesus in which 
to manifest Himself. They did not believe in Him. But it was not 
that they did not believe that He had the power to work miracles. 
When they considered His works only, they might be inclined to 
believe in His claims to be God, but when they beheld His poverty, 
the lowliness of His condition, which was only equal to their own, they 
could not believe that He was God, the Creator of all things. Jeru- 
salem was the place in which His pretensions could be proved or 
disproved, and no time could be better than one of the great annual 



1 For there 1b no man, &o.— " Some- c?yat, the two unconnected acts are freely 

times a olanse or simple sentence is combined in parallelism (nobody does 

grammatioally resolved into two, which both at the same time), as if John had 

are oonneoted by jccu. Thns in oMis written 6vitU — roifi forfir &vros, &o." — 

4y Kpvwr^ ri woih koI forJi iivrhs iv vapfnt<ria Winer's Gravmar of New Tatament^ 652. 
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feasts, when multitudes would be gathered from all parts. Though 
they did not believe that He was God, they could not deny the truth of 
His miracles, and they might feel a secret satisfaction in their connec- 
tion with Him, and a mixture of hope and belief that they would gain 
by the publioity of His works. 

6 ([Then] Jesus said) unto them, My time [is not yet 
come] : but your time is alway ready. 

[S. Omiig, Then : S. Is not eome.] 
(Alf. Jesus therefore saith.) 

7 The world cannot hate you: but Me it hateth, because 
I testify [of it], that the works thereof are evil. 

[S. Omits, of it.) 

8 Go ye up unto (this feast) : [I go not up yet unto this 
feast]: (for) My time is not yet full come.^ 

[V. Unto the feast. S. I go not np onto this feast.] 
(Alf. The feast— beoaose.) 

9 (When) [He had said these words unto them, He 
abode] still in GaUlee. 

[S. Said these words, He Himself abode.] 
(Alf. And when— He remained.) 

' The time for Jesus to go np to Jerusalem was not come. It was 
Tisnal for the people to assemble at Jerusalem a few days before the 
feast. But by delaying His journey a few days until the multitude 
had assembled, and by entering Jerusalem privately, unattended by the 
usual crowd of honest admirers, He would avoid the hatred of the 
Scribes and chief priests. By His constant exposure of their worldli- 
ness He had already incurred their bitterest hatred, and if no caution 
were used in administering fresh fuel to their hatred, they would 
anticipate the time appointed by the Father, and would put Him 
to Death before the salvation of man was perfected. His brethren had 
incurred np such hatred by their conduct, and there was therefore 
no risk in their going up to Jerusalem any time. Their time was 
alway ready. 

It is not improbable that our Saviour's very words to His brethren 
were, as the Sinaitic MS. expresses it, *^ I go not up," but meaning, 
*'not yet." The expression "not yet" might have given an oppor- 



^ I go not jap yet (c7» owruf Ac.) introducing a literary one in its place/' — 
"Oinr« is a correction. If we read ovkj Winer's Qrammar of New Testament ^ 618. 
ve cannot remove an ethical diflaculty, by 
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ttmity to His breihren to propose to wait for Hinii until He did go np^ 
The sense of the passage is, however, the same, whether the precise 
words were " notj" or ** not yet," (ctu, or ovirfo.) 

10 But when His brethren (were gone up, then went He 
also up unto the feast, not openly, but [as it were] in secret.) 

[B. Omits, as it were.] 

(Alf. Weie gone np unto the feast, then went He also up, not openly, but as in 
Beoret.) 

Jesns was now in Galilee, and it is not stated hy what route 
He went lip to Jerusalem, whether He kept on the west side of 
the Jordan and passed through Samaria, which was the more usual 
route ; or whether He crossed to the east side, going through Peraea, the 
region on the farther side of the Jordan, and then recrossed the river 
not far from Jericho. The latter would be the more private. 

11 (Then the Jews) sought Him at the feast, and said, 
Where is He ? 

(Alf. The Jews therefore.) 

12 And there was much murmuring among (the people) 
concerning Him: for some said, He is a good man : others 
said, Nay : but He deceiveth (the people*) 

(Alf. The zuultitadeB— the multitude.) 

13 fiowbeit no man spake openly of Him for fear of the 
Jews* 

On thd first days of the feast they sought Jesus without suc- 
cess. By the very foim of their question they expressed their scorn 
for Him, saying literally, Where is that ? deceiver or impostor being, 
as their maimer indicated, the word naturally required to complete the 
sense. 

Here^ fls elsewhere, the people and the Jews are represented as 
taking opposite sides. The former implied the common people, the 
multitude, men who had witnessed His miracles, and who spake of 
Him as their conviction led them. The latter term refeiTed to the 
rulers of the people, the chief priests, the scribes, and pharisees, 
Wheii speaking of the enemies of Jesus St. John seldom distinguishes 
them by the name of chief priests, scribes, and pharisees, but seems to 
prefer to call them by the general expression *'the Jews." Those 
among the multitude who thought Jesus a good man did not dare 
to speak openly of Him for fear of the Jews. Those who thought Him 
a deceiver wore under no such fear ; they spake openly enough. 
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14 (Now about the midst) of the feast Jesus went up 
into the temple, and taught, 

(Alf . But when it was now the midfit.) 

These words do not necessarily imply that Jesus was absent from 
Jerusalem at the commencement of the feast, but that He did not 
appear in the Temple until the middle of the feast. We ought not 
rashly to conclude that He neglected anything that was &p|)ointed 
in the Law. 

Either Jesus left Galilee after the departure of His brethren, and 
arrived at Jerusalem in the middle of the feast, and went to the Tetnple 
the same day, or He left Galilee so as to reach Jerusalem for the 
beginning of the feast, but did not go up to the Temple until the 
middle of it. The Feast of Tabernacles was not celebrated in the 
Temple, but in booths erected in the city of Jerusalem, ot in the 
suburbs^ and it lasted eight days. It was the custom, at the beginning 
of the feast, for each man to construct a booth and to dwell in it, during 
the time of the feast. Either Jesus may haye done this for Him&elf, 
or He may have dwelt in the booth of some friend or disciple. 

We have here in Jesus an example of prudence in avoiding dahger 
and also of courage in meeting it. During the first half of the feast 
He shrinks from irritating the enraged Jews, during the last half He 
teaches boldly in the Temple, 

He teaches with such power that He turns their hatred into 
wonder. Knowing, as many of them must have done. His bringing 
up, and that He had passed His days in the workshop of Joseph 
the carpenter, and not in the acquisition of knowledge, they naturally 
ask. How knoweth this Man letters, having never learned ? This should 
have led on the scribes and chief priests to conclude that He must be 
snpernaturally taught by God ; that His teaching, which could not be the 
friut of human learning, must be the display of divine knowledge. 

15 [And the Jews] marvelled, saying, How knoweth this 
man letters, having never learned ?^ 

[S. V. Therefore the Jews.] 

(Margin, learning.) 

(Alf. The Jews therefore.) 

16 Jesus answered them, and said, (My doctrine) is not 
Mine, but His that sent Me. 

[S. V. Therefore Jesus.] 

(Alf. Jesus therefore — My teaching.) 

w — - - -- 

1 Having never learned (fi^ iitfia' has never learned."— Winer's Grammar 
B^K^i). " Since He has not jct learned ; of New Testament, <>05. 
since wo know Uim to be such a one as 
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The doctrines which Jesus taught were not invented by Him» nor 
acquired by His labour and study, but they were the promptings of the 
Divine nature which He shared with the Father^ and in which He ^aa 
One with the Father, the Father who sent ELim. 

He gives them two tests by which they might prove whether the 
doctrines which He then taught them were the inventions of a mere 
man, which they supposed Him to be, or were the dictates of the 
Godhead. What He then taught them is in harmony with that 
which God the Father had formerly taught them under the law of 
Moses ; those who formerly did God the Father's will, who were the 
most devout worshippers of God the Father under the law of Moses, 
are the very men who now most eagerly accept His doctrines. This is 
the first test. . 

It was not their understanding that was in fault, but their will, 
their heart. The reason why they did not believe in Him was not 
the hardness of His sayings or the strangeness of His doctrines, 
but because of their perverted will. Their understanding could easily 
have been conviaced ; but it was not so easy to persuade the heart. 
If any man did God the Father's will he would know whether the 
doctrines which Jesus taught, were invented by Himself or were 
commanded by God the Father. The disposition most favourable to 
belief in Jesus and the reception of His doctrines was a devout per- 
formance of God the Father's will under the former dispensation. 

The next test is, that by the doctrines which He taught them. He 
was not seeking His Own glory, but the glory of Him who sent Him, 
the glory of God the Father. 

17 If any man (will do) His will, lie shall know (of the 
doctrine) whether it (be) of God, or whether I speak (of 
Myself.) 

(Alf. Be willing to do— conoeming the teaching— is— from Myself.) 

18 He that speaketh (of Himself) seeketh his own 
glory : [but] He that seeketh His glory that sent Him, the 
same is true, and no unrighteousness is in Him. 

[B. And.] 

(Alf. From himself.) 

Jesus then objects to them, that though they made a great boast of 
Moses and of the law of Moses, yet none of them kept the law. For 
if they kept the law of Moses they would not go about to kill Him, for 
the law forbade murder. The people, evidently ignorant of the design 
of their rulers, reply that they had no such intention, and that He, in 
saying so, spake like one possessed with a devil. For a devil only 
could have instigated Him to impute to them anything so false. 
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19 Did not Moses give you the law, and yet none of 
you keepeth the law ? (Why go ye about) to kill Me ?^ 

(Alf. Why seek ye?) 

20 (The people) answered [and said,] Thou hast a devil: 
(who goeth about) to kill Thee ? 

[S. Y. Omit, and said.] 

(Alf. The miatitade— Trho seeketh.) 

Jesns replies that He had done one work, He had healed a man on 
the Sabbath Day, and that theur surprise and indignation at such a 
breach of the Sabbath had led them on to seek His life. In order to 
lessen their indignation, He goes on to draw an argument in defence of 
His healing the man on the Sabbath from their own practice with regard 
to eircnmcision. 

21 Jesus answered and said unto them, (I have done) 
one work, and ye all marvel. 

(Alf. I did.) 

22 (Moses [therefore] gave unto you circumcision): (not 
because it is of Moses, [but of the fathers];) and ye on the 
sabbath day circumcise a man. 

[S. Omits, therefore: S. But becanse it is of the fathers.] 

(Alf. For this cause hath Moses giyen you cironmoision— not that it is of Moses.) 

23 If a man on the sabbath day receive circumcision, 
(that the law of Moses (should not) be broken) : are ye angry 
at Me, because (I have made a man every whit whole) on 
the sabbath day? 

(Itlargm, without breaking the law.) 

(Alf. May not — ^I made a man whole every whit.) 

24 Judge not (according to the appearance), but judge 
righteous judgment. 

(Alf. According to appearance.) 

' Why go ye about to kill Me? (rl the first passage (John vii. 25). In Acts, 
M« CnrctTc inroKTuvai ;) "In such pas- xziv. 5, 6, again the misunderstanding is 
sages as( John vii. 19, 20 * Why go ye rendered ahnost inevitable by the context, 
about to kill Me ?* * Who goeth about to * A mover of sedition among all the Jews 
loll Thee V Acts xxi. 31, * As they went thronghont the world .... who also hath 
about to kill Him/ it can hardly occur to gone about to profane the Temple :* where 
the English reader that nothing more is the expression represents another verb 
meant than * seek to kill,' as the same similar to (rirfiv in meaning, ro Uphv 
phrase (nrhv itvoicrUvcu is translated else- iir4ipa<rsy fiafiriKwffcu.*' — Dr. J. B. Light- 
where, and even in the very context of foot on Revuion of New Testament ^ 178. 
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A child bom on the Sabbath Day must, according to the command 
given unto the fathers, be circumcised on the eighth day after its birth, 
that is, on the following Sabbath. But if this is done the command 
which was given to Moses to do no work on the Sabbath Day is broken. 
It is in this case impossible to observe both these commands, one 
must give way to the other. If the observance of the law of the 
Sabbath has to give way to the observance of the law with respect to 
circumcision, surely the observance of the law with respect to the 
Sabbath should also give way to the observance of God's universal 
law of charity to the afflicted. If they on the Sabbath Day were 
allowed to perform an operation which required some labour and 
preparation, and which inflicted pain and suffering, surely He could be 
allowed to make a man every whit whole on the Sabbath Day, especiaUy 
when that required no servile work, but was performed by His word 
only. 

He concludes His argument by bidding them form their judgment 
of any work according to the goodness of it, and not according to the 
condition in life of the man who performs it. 

25 Then said some of thein of Jerusalem, Is not this 
He, whom they seek to kill. 

26 But, lo, He speaketh boldly, and they say nothing 
unto Him. [Do the rulers know indeed that this is the very 

Christ ?] 

[S. Do the chief priests know ; S. V. is the Christ (omit,- very.)] 

(Alf. HaT6 the rulers come to know indeed that This Man is the Christ ?) 

27 Howbeit we know This Man, whence He is : [but] 
when (Christ) cometh, ho man knoweth whence He is. 

[S. Omits, but.] 
(Alf. The Christ.) 

As being the chief city in Judfisa, and as being the place in which 
God had chosen to place His name, and to have the Temple erected for 
His worship, Jesus frequently taught in Jerusalem and wrought many 
of His mighty works in its streets. Thus many of its inhabitants were 
convinced by what they heard and saw that He was the Christy who 
dared not openly confess their belief in Him for fear of the rulers. 
Nicodemus was an instance of this in the higher ranks of society. 

One great stumbling-block to many of the Jews, and which 
prevented their believing in Him was His supposed Birth in Galilee. 
This was the case with some of these inhabitants of Jerusalem. They 
seem to have held, what was a very common opinion among the 
imlearned, that when the Messiah should appear it would bo in 
Bethlehem, that He would appear to them a full grown man, but as to 
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the time of His birth, or vrho were His parents, none Tronld know. 
The Jews in general thought the Messiah would be an extraordinary 
prophet raised tip by Ood, bnt thej had no expectation that He would 
be God Himself. Certain passages in the Scriptures which related to 
the dime nature of the Christ, but which they had understood of His 
hmnan natui'e, had probably given rise to this misapprehension. Such, 
for instance, were Isaiah's words, " Who shall declare his generation ?" 
(liii. 8) ; and Micah's words, " Whose goings forth have been of old, 
from everlasting.** (v. 2.) The Jews in general thought that the 
Messiah would be a great prophet, an extraordinary deliverer raised up 
by God, but they had no expectation that He would be God Himself. 

Because they knew, or thought they knew, whence Jesus was, that 
is, who His parents were, these inhabitants of Jerusalem concluded 
that He could not be the Christ whose parents would be unknown. In 
the most public place in Jerusalem, in the Temple, and with a loudness 
of voice to be heard by all who were present, Jesus exposes the fallacy 
of this argument. 

28 Then cried Jesus [in the temple as He taught, 
saying], Ye both know Me, and ye know whence I am t 
and I am not come of Myself, but He that sent Me is true, 
whom ye know not. 

(Alf. Teaching in the temple, and Baying.) 

29 But I know Him : (for) [I am from Him], and He 
(hath sent) Me. 

[S. I am with Him.] 

(All. Omits, Bnt— becanse^Bent.) 

They said they knew Jesus, whence He was, that is, who His 
parents were. Even supposing they were correct as to the place of 
His Birth and the name of His parents, which they were not, they were 
baling regard only to His human nature, and quite o?erlooked, or were 
ignorant of, His Divine nature. He was both God and Man. He was 
from the Father, One with the Father, and He was sent into the world, 
He was bom of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

The miracles which induced the straightforward, honest multitude to 
conclude that Jesus must be the Christ had no such influence on the 
Pharisees and the chief priests. The people reason thus : It was not 
foretold that the Christ would perform more miracles than these which 
JesQs does ; therefore Jesus must be the Christ. For instance, Isaiah 
ptopbesied that when the Christ should come, '^ Then the eyes of the 
blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. 
Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb 
sing : for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the 
desert." (xxxv. 6.) But all these miracles has Jesus wrought. He 
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must therefore be the Christ here foretold. Bat the Pharisees and 
chief priests send officers to take Jesus, and probably on the plea of 
creating disturbances among the people. But they were powerless 
against Him until the hour appointed for His Death should have folly 
come. 

80 (Then they sought) to take Him : (but) no man laid 
(hands) on him, because His hour was not yet come. 

(Alf . Therefore sought they— «nd yet— his hand.) 

31 (And many of the people) believed on Him, and said, 
When (Christ cometh), will He do more miracles* than 
these which This Man hath done ?* 

[S. Than those whioh This Man doeth.] 

(Alf. Bat many of the multitude— the Christ shall come.) 

32 [The Pharisees] (heard that the people murmured 
such things) concerning Him : (and the Pharisees and the 
chief priests) sent ofl&cers to take Him.' 

[S. Now the Pharisees.] 

(Alf. Heard the multitude muimuring these things— and the chief pziests and tiie 
Pharisees.) , 

Then in the hearing of the officers who were sent to appre- 
hend Him, Jesus declares that at present they had no power to 
take Him, that He should remain with them a little longer, and 
that when His Death should come, it would not be against His 
will, but by a voluntary surrender of Himself He should "go" to the 
Father. 



1 See note to iv. 48. was their ^pirns (Acta ziii. 5 : and in 
8 ** WUl He do more miraclea, &c., this official sense of lictor, apparitor, aod 
(/i^ ir\*ioya tnififta iroi)}<rci :) nii {finri) is the like, we find the word constantly, in- 
used, when a negative answer is presumed deed prominently, used in the New Testa- 
or expected, * Will He do more miracles ment (Matt. v. 25 ; Luke iv. 20 ; John vii. 
than these ?' (that is not conceivable)." — 82 : xviii. 18 ; Acts v. 22). The mention 
Winer's Grammar of New Testament, 533. of both idvXoi and liniphQu together 
8 <( Offloers. — Twriptr^is is a word drawn (John xviii. 18) would be alone sufficient 
originally from military matters ; he is to indicate that a difference is there ob- 
the rower (from ip^trtna, remigo) as dis- served between them ; and from this dif- 
tinguished from tne soldier on board a ference it would foUow that he who 
war-gaUey ; then the performer of any struck the Lord on the face (John xviii> 
strong and hard labour ; then the subor- 22) could not be, as some have supposed, 
dinate official that waits to accomplish the the same whose ear the Lord had but jnst 
commands of his superior, as the orderly healed (Luke zzii. 51), seeing that this 
that attends a commander in war. (Xen- last was a Soi/Xor, that profane and petn- 
opbon, Cyr, vi. 2, 13.) In this sense, as lant striker a ivriph-ris of the High Priest." 
a - minister to perform certain defined — ^Archbishop Trench on Synonyms of 
functions for Paul and Barnabas, Mark New Tettamentt p. 82. 
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33 (Then said Jesus) [unto themj, Yet a little while am 
I with you, (and then I go) unto Him that sent Me. 

[S. v. Omit, unto them.] 

(Aif. JestiB said therefore, — and I go.) 

34 Ye shall seek Me and shall not find Me ; and where 
I am (thither ye cannot come). 

(All Te cannot oome.) 

Many interpretations have been given of these words, none of 
which seems entirely satisfactory. It may be that the stress is to be laid 
on the latter part of them, on the words ** Ye shall not find Me." Jesus 
may have meant no more than that, if they should seek Him, they 
woidd not find Him, because He should no longer be with them in 
bodily presence, at least in the sense in which He had been present 
with them hitherto. 

35 (Then said the Jews) [among themselves], Whither 
(will He go), that we shall not find Himl^ Will He go 
unto the dispersed among (the Gentiles, ard teach the 
Gentiles ?)" 

[S. OmitB, Among themselyefl.] 

(Alf. The Jews therefore said— will this Man go— the Greeks and teach the 
Oxeeks.) 



^ We BhaU not fSnd Him (xov oUos 
M«XX« wop€vtff$ai (Xmr), 5ti iifiMis 6vx 
^ififfoiup ivr^y.) The fnture indicatiye 
is qoite aeooiding to role; whether wiU 
He go, that (according to His statement, 
verse S4) we shaU not find Him? In 
•h. iy^frojitPt the words uttered by Him 
(▼ene 84) are repeated in Tense and 
mood of the direct disconrse.— Winer's 
Grammar of New Testament, 816. 

We find m the New Testament several 
^esolarly framed verbal forms, which are 
ejected as imclassioal by ancient gram- 
narians, on the ground that they do not 
««tt m Greek authors, or only in the 
uter. Among such forms are classed a 
number of Futures Active, for which 
standard writers use Future Middle ; in- 
rtance, Future *p4virtt, John vii. 38, for 
p/wro/ioi.— IdCTft, p. 94 and 101. 

* The dispersed among the Gen- 
™ tt Ztamropit rmv 'EXX^wf). ** The 
dispersion (the dispersed) among the 
Greeks." ^ *- / o 

"I confess "EXXiyw in the Apostles' 
wntingB does very frequently denote the 



Gentiles ; but here I would take 'EAA^^wy 
in its proper signification for the Greeks. 
It is doubtful indeed whether the Ziancopk 
*ZKKfiwmv ought to be understood the dis- 
persed Greeks, or the Jews dispersed 
among the Greeks. There was no nation 
under heaven so dispersed and dif- 
fused throughout the world as these, 
both Greeks and Jews, were. 

**Into what countries the Jews were 
scattered, the writings both sacred and 
profane do frequently instance. Bo that 
if the words are to be taken strictly of 
the Greeks, they bear this sense with 
them, Is He going here and there, amongst 
the Greeks, so widely and remotely As- 
persed in the world ? 

** If of the Jews (which is most generally 
accounted by expositors) then I would 
suppose the ^uuneopk 'EXA^i^«k set in dis- 
tinction to the dioowop^ "BafivKovittP iral 
Xlfpa-Hw. That distinction between the 
Hebrews and the Hellenists explains the 
thing. The^ews of the first dispersion, 
viz., into jBabylon, Assyria, and the 
countries adjacent, are called Hebrews, 
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36 (What manner of saying is this) that He said, Ye 
shall seek Me and shall not find Me; and where I am 
(thither ye cannot come.) 

(Alf. What is this saying— Te cannot come.) 

The Jews did not understand the expression used by Jesus, " Him 
that sent Me/' as referring to God the Father; and they ask among 
themselves whether Jesus will go and teach the Jews, who were 
scattered over the various countries belonging to the Gentiles. The 
Jews of Jerusalem seemed to have held their brethren who were dis- 
persed among other nations, cheap, as being neither so highly favoured 
as themselves with respect to the privilege of worshipping in the 
Temple, and in the land of the patriarchs, and as liable to be infected 
with the heretical customs or opinions of the different countries in 
which they dwelt. 

These words do not imply that the truth, that the doctrines of 
Jesus, should be preached to the Gentiles, was beginning to dawn on 
them. 

The Feast of Tabernacles lasted eight days, and the last was the 
principal day of the feast. God had thus commanded Moses, ** Seven 
days ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the Lord ; on the 
eighth day shall be a holy convocation unto you : and ye shall offer an 
offering made by fire unto the Lord : it is a solemn assembly ; and yo 
shall do no servile work therein.*' (Levit. xxiii. 86.) On the last day 
of the feast, prior to the departure of the people to their respective 
homes in the different parts of Palestine, and elsewhere, Jesus makes 
one more appeal to them. 

It has been generally held that in the following verses an allusion 
is made to the practice of carrying a pitcher of water in triumphant 
procession &om the pool of Siloam to the Temple, accompanied mih 



beoause they used the Hebrew, or Trans- more famous, and the more holy of any 
Euphrateusian language. How they came other. The land of Babylon is in the same 
to be dispersed into those countries we degree of purity with the land of Israel 
all know well enough, viz. , that they were (Babbi Solom in Gittin,f ol. 26, 1.) The Jew- 
led away captive by the Babylonians and ish offspring in Babylon is more valuable 
Persians. But those that were scattered than that among the Greeks, even purer 
amongst the Greeks used the Greek than that in Judiea itself. (Kidduth,fol.G9, 
tongue, and were Hellenists. It is not 2.) Whence for a Palestine-Jew to goto the 
easy to tell upon what account, or by what Babylonish dispersion was to go to a 
accident they came to be dispersed people and country equal, if not supeiior, 
amongst the Greeks or other nations about, to their own. But to go to the dispersion 
Those that lived in Palestine, they were among the Greeks, was to go into unclean 
Hebrews indeed as to their language, but regions, where the very dust of the laod 
they were not of the Siounropck, the dis- defiled them : it was to go to an inferior 
persion, either to one place or another, race of Jews stained in their blood; it 
because they dwelt in their own proper was to go into nations most heathenisod.'* 
country. The Babylonish dispersion waa — ^Lightfoot, ii. 558. 
esteemed by the Jews the more noble, the 
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the blowing of tnunpets and the singing of the Psalms of HalleL (Ps. 
cxiii.-cxTiii.) This ceremony was observed on the first seven days of 
feast, not on the eighth ; but it was so prominent a feature in the 
feast that a reference to i^ would be sure to arrest the attention of the 
Jews at any time, and especially the very day after it had been 
observed for seven days. 

87 (In the last day, that great day) of the feast, Jesns 
stood and cried, saying. If any man thirst [let him come 
imto Me and drink].^ 

[S. Let him come and drink.] 

(AH. NoTT in the last day, the great di^.) 

38 He that helieveth (on Me), as the Scripture (hath 
said,) out of his helly shall flow rivers of living water.* 

(Alf. In Me— aaith.) 



1 In the last day, that great day of 
the feast. — *' The Evangelist speaks ac- 
cording to a received opinion of that 
people ; lor from divine institution it does 
not appear that the last day of the feast 
had any greater mark set npon it than the 
first; nay, it might seem of lower con- 
sideration than fldl the rest. For on the 
first day were offered thirteen yonng bul- 
locks upon the altar; on the second, 
twelve ; and so fewer and fewer, till on 
the seventh day it came to seven, and on 
this eighth and last day of the feast there 
was bat one only ; as also for the whole 
seven days there were oifered each day 
fourteen lambs, but on this eighth day 
seven only. (Numb, xxix.) So that if the 
number of the sacrifices add anything to 
the dignity of the day, this last day will 
seem the most inconsiderable, and not 
the fieydKri, the great day of the feast. 

But what the Jews' opinion was about 
the matter, and this day, we may learn 
from themselves." 

Lightfoot then quotes from several 
ancient Jewish authorities to show that 
they believed that the seventy bullocks, 
which were offered during the seven days 
of this feast, were offered in behalf of the 
nations of the world, and that the single 
bullock, which was offered on the eighth 
day, was offered for the Jewish nation, 
and concludes : 

" Hence, therefore, this last day of the 
feast grew into such esteem in that nation 
s^ve the other days: because on the 
other seven days they thought snpplica- 



tions and ^sacrifices were offered, not so 
much for themselves as for tiie nations of 
the world; but the solemnities of the 
eighth day were wholly on their own 
behalves. And hence the determination 
and finishing of the feast when the seven 
days were over, and the beginning, as it 
were, of a new one on the eighth day. 
For 

** They did not reckon the eighth day 
as included within the feast, but a festival 
day separately and by itself. 

'' On this day they did not use their 
booths, nor their branches of palms, nor 
their pome - citrons ; but they had their 
offering of water upon this day as well as 
the rest."— Lightfoot, ii. 559. 

a Out of his belly shall flow rivers 
of living water. — " To this offering of 
water perhaps our Saviour's words may 
have some respect, for it was only at this 
feast it was used, and none other. 

^' They filled a golden phial containing 
three lags, out of Siloam, when they 
came to the water-gate [a gate of the 
Temple so called, as some would have it, 
because that water which was fetcht from 
Siloam was brought through it] they 
sounded their trumpets and sung. Then 
a priest went up by the ascent of the 
altar, and turning to the left, there were 
two silver vessels. . . . one with water, the 
other with wine ; he poured some of the 
water into the wine, and some of the wine 
into the water, and so performed the ser- 
vice (Succah). 
** Whosoever hath not seen the rejoic- 
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39 But this spake He of the Spirit, which they that 
helieve (on Him) (shotild receive) : for the [Holy Ghost was 
not yet given]: (because that) Jesus was not yet glorified.^ 

[S. Omits, Holy. V. was not yet given.] 

(Alf. In Him — ^were about to receive: for the Holy Spirit was not yet: — ^because.) 

If any man has an insatiable longing for the salvation of his sonl, 
a longing only to be described by the intense desire which a man has 
to supply the thirst of the body, let him go mito Jesus and drink, let 
him belleye in Him and learn His doctrine, and he shall receive the 
life, the spirit which He has to impart. 

No single place in Scripture can be pointed out in which are found 
the very words which Jesus here says the Scripture saith. There are 
many passages which contain a portion of these words, but none so 



ing that wag upon the drawing of this 
water, hath never seen any rejoicing at 
aU."-(Succah.fol.51,i.) 

•* I. They bring for it the authority of 
the Prophet Isaiah, xii. 8. Therefore 
with joy shall ye draw water out of the 
wells of salvation. 

** This rejoicing they called the rejoicing 
of the Law, or for the Law : for by waters 
they often understand the Law, as Isaiah 
Iv. 1, and several other places, and from 
thence the rejoicing for these waters. 

** n. But they add, moreover, that this 
drawing and offering of water, signifies 
the pouring out of the Holy Spirit. 

" Drawing of water, therefore, took its 
rise from the words of Isaiah, they rejoiced 
over the waters as a symbol and figure of 
the Law, and they lookt for the Holy 
Ghost upon this joy of theirs. 

" And now let^us reflect upon this passage 
of our Saviour, * Whosoever believeth in 
Me, out of his beUy shall flow rivers of 
living water.* They agree with what He 
had said before to the Samaritan woman, 
chap. iv. 14, and both expressions upon 
the occasion of drawing of water. 

** I. Our Saviour calls them to a belief in 
Him from their own boast and glorying 
in the Law ; and therefore I rather think 
those words KoBits ItircF ^ ypa4>h^ as the 
Scripture hath said, should relate to the 
foregoing clause, whosoever believeth in 
Me, as the Scripture, hath spoken about 
believing in Isaiah zxviii. 16 ; Habak. ii. 
4 ; Amos v. 6. 

"II. Let these words then of our Saviour's 
be set in opposition to this rite and usage 
in the Feast of Tabernacles, of which we 



have been speaking. *Have you such 
wonderful rejoicing at drawing a little 
water from Siloam ? He that believes iu 
Me, whole rivers of living waters shaU 
flow out of his own belly.* Do you think 
that the waters mentioned in the prophets 
do signify the Law? They do indeed 
denote the Holy Spirit which the Messiah 
will dispense to those that believe in Him: 
and do you expect the Holy Spirit from 
the Law, and from your rejoicing in the 
Law t * The Holy Spirit is of faith, and 
not of the Law.' " (Gal. iii. 2.)— light- 
foot, ii. 560. 

1 (( For the Holy Ghost was not yet 
given {6virot yiip ^y iri'«v/ia''A7ioy). In our 
English version it96ti€yoy is properly ex- 
pressed, though not found in the original. 
And with this should be compared Acts 
xix. 2, which exactly answers to it in th^ 
Greek, though it is strangely translated in 
our Version, * We have not so much as 
heard whether there be any Holy Ghost,* 
*AAX' 6M it frydvfia Byiov iffriy^ i\K6v<ra itew." 
— I.S. note to Bishop Middleton on Greek 
Article, 250. 

"Froclivi Scriptioni prasstat ardua: 
the more difficult the reading the more 
likely it is to be genuiue. It would seem 
more probable that the copyist tried to 
explain an obscure passage, or to relieve 
a hard construction, than to make that 
perplexed which before was easy : thus in 
John vii. 89, Lachmaxm's addition of 
ZkZoikivov to tvnn y6,p ^y wcv/ca Ayioy is 
very inprobable, though countenanced by 
the Vatican MS., and of course by the 
versions." — Scrivener*s Introduction to 
Criticism of New Tettament, p. 372. 
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distmcUy as to be identified as the passage to which He refers.* It has 
therefore been supposed that Jesns did not refer to any particidar words 
of Scriptore, bat to the sense. As His reference is a general one to 
" Scriptore/' and not any particular book of prophet, it wiU bear this 
meaning without the least straining of His words. The sense of our 
Sayionr's words is contained in many passages. The following among 
many others bear some resemblance to His words : '' When the poor 
and needy seek water, and there is none, and their tongue faileth for 
thirst, I the Lord will hear them, I the God of Israel mil not forsake 
them. I will open rivers in high places, and fountains in the midst of 
the valleys ; I will make the wUdemess a pool of water, and the dry 
land springs of water." (Isa. xli. 17, 18.) " For I will pour water 
upon lum that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground ; I will pour 
oat My spirit upon thy seed, and My blessing upon thine offspring.*' 
(xliv. 8.) ** Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and 
he that hath no money ; come, ye, buy and eat ; yea, come, buy wine and 
milk without money and without price." (Iv. 1.) " Then will I sprinkle 
clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean ; from all your filthiness 
and from all your idols will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I 
give you, and a new spirit will I put within you ; and I will take away 
the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. 
And I wll put My spirit within you, and cause yon to walk in My 
statntes, and ye shall keep My judgments and do them." (Ezek. 
xxivi. 25-27.) " A fountain of gardens, a well of living waters, and 
streams from Lebanon." (Cant. iv. 15.) 

The words of this verse have a far greater depth of meaning than 
at first meets the eye. Jesus is Himself the source, the spring, the 
fountain of the living water. The heart is to the soul, to the inner 
man, what the belly is to the body. From the heart of him that 
believeth in Jesus shall flow no scanty trickling drops, nor even a 
stream, but streams of living water, abundance and diversities of the 
gifts of the Spirit. (1 Cor. xii. 4.) The true believer in Jesus will be 
actuated by tiie influences of the Holy Spirit through his union with 
Jesus, the author, the source, and fount of life. His life will be a 
continual exhibition, a daily bringing forth of the fruits of Christian 
charity. But there must be the same longing, eager desire to gain 
this hying water, these gifts of the Spirit^ as there is to obtain water to 
allay the parching thirst of the body. 

The Evangelist states a fact, and adds the reason for it. The 
Holy Ghost was not yet given — that is, was not given visibly and in 
the fulness in which it would be on the day of Pentecost, because Jesus 
was not yet glorified. The faithful under the old dispensation were 
partakers of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, but not in the same degree as 
they were who lived after Christ's Ascension into heaven. The out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit was thus made the reward of His Passion, 
the fruit of the travail of His soul. (Isa. liii. 11, 12.) ** When He 
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• 
ascended up on high He led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto 
men.'* (Ephes. iv. 8.) By the outpouring of the Spirit on the day of 
Pentecost, when devout Jews from every nation under heaven were 
assembled at Jerusalem, the knowledge of the great mysteries of the 
Incarnation was dispersed throughout the world. The disciples of 
Jesus might not be in a state of mind before His ascension to receive 
Buch ** gifts." Their views were too low and carnal, and they dung 
too much to His visible presence among them. But His crucifixion, 
His resurrection, His instruction during the forty days, and His 
ascension into heaven had prepared their hearts for the reception of 
the Holy Spirit in its fulness. 

40 (Many of the people) therefore, when they heard [this 
saying,] said, Of a truth This is the Prophet.^ 

[S. Some of the people. S. These His Hayings. V. These sayings.] 
(Alf. Some of the multitude.) 

41 Others said, This is the Christ. [But some said], 
Shall Christ come out of Galilee ?* 

[S. others said.] 

42 Hath not the Scripture said, That (Christ) cometh 
of the seed of David, (and out of the town of Bethlehem, 
where David was ?) 

(Alf, The Christ— and from Bethlehem, the town where Da^id was.). 

43 So there was a division among (the people) because 
of Him. 

(Alf. The multitude.) 

44 And some of them (would have taken Him) : (but 
no man laid hands) on Him. 

[S. Some of them said they should take Him.] 

(Alf. Were minded to take Him— neyertheless no man laid his hands.) 

1 This is the Prophet (oZros 4cmv * Shall Christ oomo out of aalilee? 
kKfiBSis 6 vpo^^s). ** Connected with the (/a^ yhp ix rifs TaKikiuis 6 xP^irrh% 
title of the Messiah is that of the prophet, fyx^^^)'—*' ^^^ essentially inferentisl 
who occupied a large space in the Messi- force of yAp (&pa) is in many passages 
anic horizon of the Jews — ^the prophet perceptible : Do you then think that the 
whom Moses had foretold, oonceived by Messiah is to come out of Galilee ? Ton 
some to be the Messiah Himself, by others surely do not ; num itptur putatis, Mes- 
on attendant in bis train. In one passage sian, &Q. The peculiar force of such 
only (John vii. 40) is 6 vpo^tfrrns so used, questions with ydp consists in their being 
rightly given in our Version. In the rest prompted by the very words of the other 
(John i. 21, 26; vi. 14) its force is weak- party, or by the circumstances; ^ right 
cned by the exaggerated rendering that being thus conferred to demand an 
prophet."— Dr. J. B. Lightfoot on Revision answer."— Winer's Qrammar of New Tet- 
of New Testament, 102. tament, 467. 
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Jesofl had wrought the veiy same works, and all the works, which 
the Prophets had foretold that the Christ when He came should work. 
He had opened the eyes of the blind, and the ears of the deaf. He 
bad made the lame man to leap as a hart, and the tongue of the dumb 
to sing. (Isa. xxxy. 5.) The one and only point which appeared to 
oppose His claim to be Christ was that, as they thought, He was bom 
in Gahlee, and the Prophet Micah had declared that the Christ should 
be bom in Bethlehem. (Micah v. 2.) Instead of examining into this 
apparent contradiction, and learning from Jesus Himself, they rest In 
ignorance of the real state of the case, and continued their opposition, 
the people actuated by indifference and their rulers by malice. 

It was among the people that a division in favour of Jesus was 
made. Some accused Him as a deceiver, and others took up His defence. 
There was no division among the rulers. As a body they remained 
opposed to Him from first to last. 

The officers, who were sent by the Pharisees to take Jesus, had 
probably been observing Him for some time, either watching for a 
convenient opportunity to seize Him, or because their intention to do 
so had been gradually weakened as they listened to His instruction. 
They are mentioned as sent to take Him (verse 32). 

45 (Then came the officers) to the chief priests and 
Pharisees ; [and they said] unto them, Why have ye not 
brought Him ?^ 

[S. And they say.] 

(Alf. The officers therefore came.) 

46 [The officers] answered, [Never man spake like this 

Man.] 

[B. Bat the officers : 3. Never man spake thus as this Man speaketh : Y. Never 
man epake thus.] 

47 [Then answered them the Pharisees], Are ye also 
deceived ? 

[S. The Pharisees answered them.] 

48 Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed 
on Him? 

[S. Doth any of the ralers or of the Pharisees believe on Him ?] 
(Alf. Hath any of the mlers believed in Him, or of the Pharisees ?) 

* They said unto them (hvov &uto7j force of the Article, as one college. In snoh 
u^wi). ''^Eicftwi relates to the mem- a combination, Ivros refers to the more 
Den of the Sanhedrin (^x"P«i* 'f *^ <^«P»- remote subject, and iKhvos to the nearest" 
ffBwt), regarded, through the collective \\mefB Grammar of New Teftament, 170* 

N 2 
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49 Bnt (this people) who knoweth not the law are 
cursed.* 

(Alf. The mnltitade.) 

Though the reason which these officers give is itself a confdtatioiiof 
their employers^ that is, of those who sent them, they holdly state that 
the reason why they had not brought Jesus was, their admiration for 
Him. A conviction may also have been lurking in their minds that 
they had not the power to apprehend Him, that they were withheld 
from this by some invisible restraint stronger than the mere force of 
His gracious words. 

Those who did not know the law believe in Him who gave the law, 
and those whose office it was to teach the law, did not believe in 
Him. When the Pharisees see that they have not convinced the officers 
either by any reason which their reply may contain, or by the con- 
temptuous tone of it, they attempt to frighten them by quoting the 
curses of the law against those who continue not in its precepts. This, 
like many garbled quotations, misrepresents the sense. The words of 
Moses are, '' Cursed be he that confirmeth not all the words of this 
law to do them " (Deut. xxvii. 26) ; or, " Cursed is every one that 
continueth not in all things which are written in the Book of the Law 
to do them." (Gal. iii. 10.) But the Pharisees imply that those who 
forsake the law of Moses in order to believe in Jesus are cursed. 

50 [Nicodemus saith unto them, (he that came to (Jesus) 
by night), being one of them.] 

[S. Bat Nioodemas said nnto them, being one of them.] 

(Margin, Him.) 

(Alf. He that oame to Him before.) 

51 (Doth our law judge any man [before it hear him, 
and know] what he doeth ?)^ 

[8. Before it hear and know.] 

(Alf. Doth our law judge a man, except it first hear from him, and leam what he 
doeth?) 

1 This people who knoweth not the Pharisees had made a [charge, but they 

Law {6 6x\os ofnost & f^h yiv^ffKoty rhv had offered no evidence in support of it. 

y6fiop). fiii yiy^cKcev conveys a censure, Could the court proceed without proof? To 

6v yty^ffKuy would be a simple predicate : arrest a man was to accuse him ; and what 

unacquainted with the Law." — ^Winer^s evidence of crime were the Sanhedrm in 

Orammar of New Testament^ 508. a position to lay before a fioman judge ? 

* Before it hear him. (^^i^/a^ ^6u(r^, ** Until evidence were laid before it, tbe 

where 6 y6fios personified as a judge, is to Council could take no further steps ; and 

be repeated. — ^Winer's Grammar of Nero Jesus went on preaching and teaching ; 

Testament, 546. vexing the Pharisaic mind by openly 

Nioodamus saith unto them,^ &c. — sitting down to meat with sinners, and by 

**The turn which Kicodemus gave to the doing good deeds on the Sabbath. He 

debate appears to have been this: the taught His followers a new prayer, in 
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52 They answered and said unto him, Art Thou also 
of Galilee ? Search (and look) : for out of Galilee ariseth 
no prophet.* 

(All And see.) 

These words appear to contain an onasoal depth of scorn and 
contempt, and probably mean^ Art thou of those GalUaeans who belieye 
in this OalilBean ? 



whieh they were to ask forgiveness of God 
only so far as they forgave their fellow- 
men. He stood on the Temple Court and 
told the people a story of a Good Sama- 
ritan. A goad Samaritan 1 on the Sab- 
bath next after that scene in which Nico- 
demiiB saved him from arrest by the 
Sanhedrin, He exasperated His accnsers 
by cniingthe blind man." — ^Dixon*s Holy 
Land, ii. 227. 

^ Search and look (ipt^trow jcal {8c). 
— " When two Imperatives are connected 
by Ka2, sometimes the first contains the 
eondition (supposition) under which the 
aetion indicated by the second wiU take 
place, or the second expresses an inevitable 
result. The expression iptitmiffoy icat fSc 
is moie forcible than if it had been koI 
Hu^ The result of the search is so cer- 
tain, that the exhortation to search is felt 
as equivalent to an invitation to look at, 
behold, what is asserted." — ^Winer's Qram- 
naro/New Testament^ 827. 

" QaUlsBans. — There never has been a 
time in which this beautiful province 
(Galilee) was not peopled by a mixture of 
races from the East and the West. 

" At the time when our Lord was a child 
in Nazareth, one of its midland towns — 
lying on the slope of a hill about four 
miles from the capital, Sepphoris — Ga- 
lilee was inhabited by a population of 
Greeks, Jews, Egyptians, Cypriotes, Ital- 
ians, Arabs : men speaking separate idioms, 
following hostile fashions, and kneeling 
to riTsl gods. 

" Thus the people of Galilee had become 
a mixed though not a blended commu- 
nity. Most of the reapers and sowers of 
grain were of Syrian stock : of the Ca- 
naanite rather than of the Arab branch. 
The Tine-dressers and husbandmen were 
mostly Jews; but Jews who were con- 
aider^ by the men of Judah as provin- 
cials. Many of the artizans, most of the 
traders dwelling in towns, were descended 
from those princes of Tyre and Sidon, who 
had been dnven by Alexander and Pompey 



from the sea. Other artizans and traders 
had come in the ranks of foreign armies 
from Antioch, Alexandria, and Rome. In 
cities which lay along the coast, like 
Ptolemais and Tyre, and in strong inland 
forts like Sepphoris and Gadara, Hvedthe 
more supple and artistic Greeks, the 
workers in gold and marble, the rhetori- 
cians and painters, the orators, dancers, 
amatory poets, the professors of every art, 
and as tiie Jews considered them, the 
propagators of every vice. From Italy, 
from Gaul and Spain, a more robust, and 
perhaps a more licentious rabble had 
been poured over the country to eat it up ; 
legionaries, lawyers, gladiators, courtezans, 
charioteers, procurators and police. But 
the most picturesque figure in this pic- 
turesque group has still to be named. 
Through the midst of these peasants of 
the son, these Jews of the hamlet, these 
Greek and Egyptian strangers of the city, 
roved the wild and pastoral tribes, the 
untamed children of Ishmael and Esau, 
men who stiU dwelt under their black 
tents, driving their flocks and herds from 
valley to vaUey, coming with the verdure, 
going with the dearth, and owning no al- 
legiance to either Cssar or to his tributary^ 
kings. 

(( The only tongue that could pretend to' 
be a common vehicle for all these families 
was that of Greece. Every man of a higher 
grade tiian a hewer of wood and a drawer 
of water, every man who had to move about 
the province, who had to deal with the 
stranger, to appeal in a law court, to con- 
sult a physician, to discharge any public 
function, in fact, the merchant, citizen, 
priest, and courtier, was compeUed to 
practise Greek. It was the only medium 
of the court, the college, and the camp. 
In the time when our Lord was a child at 
Nazareth, this noble language had that 
predominance in Galilee which English 
has acquired in Calcutta, French in Al- 
giers, and Turkish in Stamboul." — Dixon's 
HoZyLan(f,i. 187-196. 
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Nicodemus does not announce himself a beUever in Jesus ; but lie 
lays down a general principle sanctioned by the law of Moses, and by 
the law of nature. His cautious answer may have been dictated by 
a constitutional timidity, or by a hope that if the Pharisees would only 
have the fairness to examine the doctrine and the claims of Jesus 
before they condemned Him they would not wish to condemn Him ; 
that, like the officers who were sent to apprehend Him, they too 
would be filled with admiration for Him. 

But the Pharisees, who are blinded by envy and spite, see not the 
want of truth, or the falsehood as well as the irrelevancy of their 
answer to Nicodemus. Many prophets had come out of Gafilee. But 
if not, that was no reason why prophets should not still arise in 
Galilee. Deborah the Prophetess was from the country of Galilee. 
She dwelt between Bamah and Bethel in Mount Ephraim. (Judges 
iv.) Anna the Prophetess was from Galilee, of the tribe of Asher. 
(Luke ii. 36.) The prophet Jonah was of Gathhepher, a toi/^Ti of 
Lower Galilee in Zebulun. (3 Kings xiv, 26.) There is also a general 
consent among commentators that the Prophecies of Hoshea were 
delivered in the kingdom of Israel. It was also anciently believed 
that Hosea belonged to the tribe of Issachar, which would be included 
in the more modem district of Galilee. Nahum was bom in Elkosh, 
a small village in Galilee ; hence he was called Nahum the Elkoshite. 
(i. 1.) The Prophet Elijah the Tishbite was bom, according to some, 
at Thisbe in the tribe of Naphtali, in Galilee ; according to others in 
Gilead, on the east side of the Jordan. Elisha was bom at Abel- 
Meholah, in the northem part of the valley of the Jordan. Though 
neither of these were strictly in the district called Galilee, they were 
neither of them in the country of Judsea, or in the kingdom of Judah, 
but both in the kingdom of Israel. 

Nicodemus simply asks that they should hear Him before they 
condemn Him. The answer of the Pharisees shows that they had 
already condemned Him, and unheard. It was impossible, they said, 
that He could be the Christ, because the Christ should come from 
Bethlehem, in Judah, and Jesus was bom in Galilee. 

53 [And every man went unto his own house.] 

[S« V. Omit, thi« verse.] 
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The Temple eonsisted of two parts, the first of whioh was called the 
Holy Place. In this were placed the golden altar of incense (Exod. xxx. 
1-10), the seyen-branohed golden candlestick (Exod. xxv. 81-89), and 
the table of shittim wood overlaid with gold, on which the shew-bread was 
placed* Into this the priests alone entered and performed their priestly 
offices. Here every morning and evening they bnmt incense to God 
upon the altar of incense. Their office was also to see that the seven 
l^unps of the candlestick of pure gold were continually burning before 
the Lord. Every Sabbath Day they had to remove the twelve loaves of 
the sbew-bread from off the table of shew-bread, and replace them 
^ith twelve new loaves. 

The inner portion of the Temple was called the Holy of Holies. 
Into this the high priest alone entered, and that only once a year, on 
the day of atonement. Here was placed the Ark of the Covenant, an 
oblong chest of wood covered with gold, two golden figures of 
chembims ; the lid of the ark of pure gold, or ^^ the meroy-*eeat," the 
two tables of stone, the Book of the Law, a pot of manna, and Aaron's 
rod that budded. (Heb. ix. 2-4.) 

But Jesus, who was of the tribe of Judah, and not of the tribe of 
Levi, would enter into neither of these, neither the Holy Place nor the 
Holy of Holies. In addition to this there were courts around the 
Temple open to the air. The innermost of these was the Court of the 
Priests. Here they performed all public services of religion, and 
offered sacrifices on the altar of burnt offerings. The court adjoining 
to this was called the Court of the People. In this the people prayed 
and beheld the sacrifices that were offered by the priests. Here it 
was that Jesus so often taught the people. Around this Court were 
porches or corridors, cloisters or arcades, covered above, under which 
they could retire when the weather did not permit them to walk in the 
open air. Here Jesus was walking when the Jews came round about 
fiiiD) not in the Temple proper, nor in the Court of the Temple, but in 
the poYch, the covered portion that went round the Court. 

" We have in our Version only the one word * Temple,' with which 
we render both Upov and vao^ ; nor is it very easy to see in what 
manner we could have indicated the distinction between them, which 
is yet a very real one, and one the marking of which would often add 
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much to the clearness and precision of the sacred narrative. 7ep6i/ 
(=templum) is the whole compass of the sacred inclosure, the T6/i€vo9, 
including the outer courts, the porches, porticoes, and other buildiiigs 
subordinated to the Temple itself. But vcm^ (=8edes), from vcum, 
habito, as the proper liabitation of God (Acts vii. 48; xvii. 24; 
1 Cor. vi. 19) : the oucix: rov Oeov (Matt. xii. 4 ; cf. Exod. xxiiL 19) 
is the Temple itself, that by especial right so called, being the 
heart and centre of the whole; the Holy, and the Holy of 
Holies, called often ar/laafia. (1 Mace. i. 87 ; iii. 45.) This dis- 
tinction, one that existed and was acknowledged in profane Greek, 
and with reference to heathen temples, quite as much as in sacred 
Greek, and with relation to the Temple of the true God (see Hero- 
dotus i. 181-3 ; Thucydides v. 18 ; Acts xix. 24-27) is, I believe, 
always assumed in all passages relating to the Temple at Jerusalem, 
alike by Josephus, by Philo, by the Septuagint translators^ and in the 
New Testament 

**The distinction may be brought to bear with advantage on 
several passages in the New Testament. When Zacharias entered 
into * the Temple of the Lord * to bum incense, the people who waited 
his return, and who are described as standing ' without ' (Luke i. 10) 
were in one sense in the Temple too — ^that is, in the lepov, whOe be 
alone entered into the vao^, the * Temple ' in its more Ihnited and 
auguster sense. We read continually of Christ teaching 'in the 
Temple ' (Matt. xxvi. 65 ; Luke xxi. 87 ; John viii. 20), and perhaps 
are at a loss to understand how this could have been so, or how long 
conversations could there have been maintained, witheut interrupting 
the service of God. But this is ever the Upov, the porches and 
porticoes of which were eminenfly adapted to such purposes, as they 
were intended for them. Into the va6<: the Lord never entered during 
His earthly course ; nor, indeed, being made under the law, could He 
do so, that being reserved for the priests alone. It need hardly be 
said that the money-changers, the buyers and sellers, with the sheep 
and oxen, whom the Lord drives out. He repels from the iepov, and 
not from the va6<:. Irreverent as was their intrusion, they yet had not 
dared to establish themselves in the Temple properly so called. (Matt. 
xxi. 12; John ii. 14.) On the other hand, when we read of another 
Zacharias slain * between the Temple and the altar ' (Matt, xxiii. 35) 
we have only to remember that * Temple ' is va6<s here, at once to 
get rid of a diflSculty, which may perhaps have presented itself 
to many — this, namely. Was not the altar in the Temple? How, 
then, could any locality be described as between these two ? In 
the lepov, doubtiess was the brazen altar to which allusion is here 
made, but not in the 1/009, ' in the court of the House of the Lord 
(cf. Josephus Antiq. viii. 4, 1), where the sacred historian (2 Chron. 
xxiv. 21) lays the scene of this murder, but not in the House of 
the Lord, or 1/009 itself. Again^ how vividly does it set forth to 
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us the despair and defiance of Judas, that he presses even into the 
pao9 itself (Matt, xxvii. 6), into the * adytom' which was set apart 
for the priests alone, and there casts down before them the ac- 
carsed price of blood. Those expositors who a£Smi that here vai^ 
stands for Upov should adduce some other passage in which the one 
is put for the other." — ^Archbishop Trench on Synonyim of New 
Testament, p. 10. 
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CHAPTER Vm. 

1 Christ deliveretk the woman taken in adultery ; 12 He preachcth 
Himself the Light of the world, and justifieth His doctrine ; 33 
Answereth the Jews that boosted of Abraham ; 59 And conveyeih 
Himself from their cruelty. 

On the last day of the Feast of Tabernacles Jesus had been teaching 
the people in the Temple. At the end of the last chapter it is said, 
" And every man went unto his own house," and in the beginning of 
this it is said, '' Jesus went unto the Mount of Olives." The probability 
is that, from fear of the Pharisees, none of the Jews dared to invite 
Him to their house, and that He retired to the Mount of Olives, where, 
as on other occasions. He spent the night in prayer. Bethany, where 
Lazarus and his sisters Mary and Martha dwelt, was *^ at the Mount 
of Olives " (Mark xi. 1), and unless they supplied Him with food, or 
unless His disciples had procured it in the city, He would be fasting. 

The first eleven verses of this chapter are omitted in the Sinaitic 
and Vatican MSS. They were also omitted in the copies of St. John 
which St. Cyril and St. Chiysostom and other Greek commentators 
read. They are contained in the Vulgate, which received the sanction 
of the Council of Trent. 

The omission of the whole paragraph respecting the woman taken 
in adultery in early copies of. St John's Gospel is not a discovery of 
modem scholars. It was known, and discussed, and accounted for, in 
very early times. St. Augustine thinks it was omitted from some of 
the Greek and Latin copies of St. John, lest our Saviour's meaning 
should be perverted, and it should be thought that He dealt leniently 
with adultery as being a human frailty. (Aug. de Conjug. Adult., i. 
10 ; vi. 458, Migne.) 

1 Jesus went unto the Mount of Olives.^ 

[S. V. Omit all these verses (1-11)]. 



1 ** Perloope Adulterss. — On no other iavonr, internal even more than extemftl, 

gromids than those just intimated (see are so powerful, that we can scarcely be 

note to i. 43) can tiiis celebrated and brought to think it an imanthorised ap- 

important paragraph, the pericope adol- pendage to the writings of one who in 

tene as it is called, be regarded as a another of his inspired books deprecated 

portion-of St. John's Gospel. It is absent so solemnly the adding to or taking away 

from too many exceUent copies not to from the blessed testimony he was oom- 

have been wanting in some of the very missioned to bear. (Apoc. xzii. 18, 19.) 

earliest : while the arguments in its If chap. xx. 30, 81 show signs of having 
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2 And early in the morning He came again into the 
Temple, and all the people came onto Him ; and He sat 
down and taught them. 

3 And the Scribes and Pharisees brought unto Him 
a woman taken in adultery ; and when they had set her in 
the midst, 

4 They say unto Him, Master, this woman was taken 
in adultery, in the very act. 

5 Now, Moses, in the law commanded us that such 
should be stoned, but, what sayest Thou ?^ 

6 This they said, tempting Him, that they might have 



been the origixial end of this Gospel, and 
ch. xxi. be a later supplement by the 
Apostle's own hand, which I think with 
Dean Allord is evidently the case, why 
should not St. John have inserted in this 
second edition both the amplification in 
chap.v. 4, and this most edifying and emi- 
nently Christian narrative? The appended 
chapter (xxi.) would thus be added at 
once to all copies of the Gospels then in 
circulation, though a portion of them 
might well overlook the minuter change 
in chap. v. 4 ; or from obvious though mis- 
taken motives, might hesitate to receive 
for general use or public reading the 
hisiozy of the woman taken in adulteiy." — 
Scrivener's Introd. to Criticism of New 
TettameiU, p. 489. 

*' The passages (in the English Autho- 
rised Version) which touch Christian sen- 
timent or histoiy or morals, and which 
aze affected by textual differences, though 
less rare than the former (instances in 
which doctrine is directly or indirectly 
involved) are still very few. Of these the 
perioope of the woman taken in adultery 
holds the first place in importance. In 
this case a deference to the most ancient 
authorities, as well as a consideration of 
internal evidence, might seem to involve 
immediate loss. The best solution would 
probably be to place the passage in 
brackets, for the purpose of showing, not 
indeed that it contains an untrue naira- 
tiye (for, whencesoever it comes, it seems 
to bear on its face the highest credentials 
of authentic history), but that evidence 
external and internal is against its being 
regarded as an integral portion of the 
original Gospel ol St. John. The close 



of St. Mark's Gospel should possibly be 
treated in the same way. if I might 
venture a conjecture, I should say that 
both the one and the other were due to 
that knot of early disciples who gathered 
about St. John in Asia Minor, and must 
have preserved more than one true tradi- 
tion of the Lord's life and of the earliest 
days of the Church, of which some at 
least had themselves been eye-witnesses.'* 
— Dr. J. B. Lightfoot on Revinon of New 
Testament, p. 27. 

** I am convinced that the first oooasion 
of the omission of these memorable verses 
was the lectionary practice of the primi- 
tive Church, which, on Whitsunday, read 
from St. John vii. 87 to viii. 12, leaving 
out the twelve verses in question. Those 
verses, from the nature of their contents 
(as Augustine deeliures) easily came to be 
viewed with dislike or suspicion. T^e 
passage, however, is as old as the second 
century, for it is ifound in certain copies 
of the old Latin. Moreover, Jerome 
deliberately gave it a place in the Vulgate." 
— ^Burgon on The Last Verses of SU Mark*s 
Gospel, p. 219. 

1 That 8uoh should be stoned.—" The 
censuring and judging of this woman be- 
longed to a judicial bench at the least of 
twenty-three judges, and it would have 
carried a faii* accusation against Him had 
Be gone about to judge in such a matter. 
The woman was espoused and not yet 
married, as see Deut. xiii. 24, for their 
judicials ptmished him that lay with an 
espoused maid with stoning (Sanhedr. per 
7. Nalao. 4), but him that lay with a 
married wife with strangling (Ibid, per ii. 
Kalao l.)"^Lightfoot, 1. 244. 
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to accuse Him. But Jesus stooped down, and with 
His finger wrote on the ground, as though He heard them 
not. 

7 So when they continued asking Him, He lifted up 
Himself, and said unto them. He that is without sin among 
you, let him first cast a stone at her.^ 

8 And again He stooped down and wrote on the 
ground.* 



1 Let him first oast a atone at her 

{irp&Tos rhv KlBoy iir* i,vrf fia\4ru.) — " I 
regard it as a ciroumstance rather in 
fayour of the anthenticity of these Yerses 
that \ieoy has the Article prefixed. The 
allasion is to the particular manner of 
stoning, which required that one of the 
witnesses (for two at the least were neces- 
sary, see Deut. XTii. 6) should throw the 
stone, which was to serve as a signal to 
the bystanders to complete the punish- 
ment. There is, therefore, strict pro- 
priety in calling this stone rhv XlBoy, in 
order to distiQguish it from other stones. 
But would an interpolator have been thus 
exact in his phraseology? or would he 
have adverted to this apparently trifiing 
circumstance? Probably he would not, 
especially since the expression of fidWtuf 
rhy Kldoy is not elsewhere found in the 
New Testament."— Bp. Middleton on The 
Greek Article^ 251. 

a But Jesus stooped down, &o.~The 
following, though long, is a good explana- 
tion of the several actions of our Saviour 
in this matter : — ** I. The matter in hand 
was judging a woman taken in adultery, 
and therefore our Saviour in this matter 
applies Himself conformably to the rule 
made and provided for the trial of an 
adulteress by the bitter water. — (Num. v.) 

** II. Among the Jews this obtainedjin 
the trial of a wife suspected. If any man 
shall unlawfully lie with another woman 
the bitter water shall not tiy his wife. ; . 
For it is said, if the husband be guiltless 
from iniquity, then shall the woman bear 
her iniquity." — Maimon. in Sotaht c. 2. 

"When the woman hath drunk the 
bitter water, if she be guilty, her looks 
turn pale, her eyes swell, &c. ... The 
same hour that she dies the adulterer 
also, upon whose account she drank 
the water, dies too, wherever he is. 
But this is done only upon condition that 
the husband has been guiltless himself. 



For if he have lien with any unlawfully 
himself then this matter will not ti7 his 
wife."— I6fd, 0. 3. 

" Tou may see by these passages how 
directly our Saviour levels at the equity of 
this sentence, willing to bring these accusers 
of the woman to a just trial first. Tou 
may imagine you hear Him thus speaking 
to them, *Ye have brought this adolterous 
woman to be adjudged by Me, I vdll there- 
fore govern Myself according to the rule 
of trying such by the bitter waters: You 
say, and you beUeve according to the com- 
mon opinion of your nation, that the 
woman upon whom a jealousy is brought, 
though she be indeed guilty, yet if the 
husband that accuseth her be &ulty that 
way himself she cannot be affected by 
those waters, nor contract any hurt or 
danger by them. If the divine judgment 
proceeded in that method, so will I at this 
time. Are you that accuse this woman 
wholly guiltless in the like kind of sin? 
Whosoever is so, let him cast the first 
stone, &o. But if you yourselyes stand 
chargeable with the same crimes, then 
your own applauded tradition, the common 
opinion of your nation, the procedure of 
divine judgment in the trial of such, may 
determine in this case, and acquit Me 
from all blame if I condemn not this 
woman when her accusers themselves are 
to be condemned.* 

" in. It was the office of the priest when 
he tried a suspected wife to stoop down 
and gather the dust off the fioor of the 
sanctuary, which when he had infused 
into the water, he was to give the woman 
to drink : he was to write also in a book 
the curses or adjurations that were to be 
pronounced upon her. (Numb. v. 17* 23.) 
In like manner our Saviour stoops down, 
and making the fioor itself His book. He 
writes something in the dust, doubtless 
against these accusers, whom He was 
resolved to try, in analogy to those curses 
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9 And they which heard it, being convicted by their 
own conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the 
eldest, even onto the last. And Jesus was left alone, and 
the woman standing in the midst. 

10 When Jesus had hjfted up Himself, and saw none 
but the woman. He said unto her, Woman, where are 
those thine accusers ? hath no man condemned thee ? 

11 She said, No man. Lord. And Jesus said unto her, 
(Neither do I condenm thee : go, and sin no more.) 

(Alf. Neither do I oondemn thee : go, henceforth Bin no more.) 

The Scribes and Pharisees intend to fotmd an accvation against 
Jesas, however He may decide the case. If He should acquit the 
woman, they would charge Him with giving sentence contrary to the 
law of Moses. If He should command her to be stoned, they would 
accuse Him to the people as a severe, merciless interpreter of the law, 
and as acting contrary to that spirit of mercy and forgiveness, which 
He had so often inculcated on them. But they were rather expecting 
from His accustomed gentleness that He would acquit the woman. 

Jesus made no claim to be a judge at all, especially of crimes, of 
breaches of the law, civil or ceremonial, of the sins which one man 
commits against another. He came to be the Physician, the Saviour 
of the world. He who was the judge of the secret thoughts of the 
heart knew the difference which existed between the Scribes and 
Pharisees and the woman whom they accused. The chief difference 
between them was, that the one was detected and the other not. They 
had committed sins similar, or as great, or greater, but they were 
known only to God ; her sin was known to man likewise. 

Different conjectures have been made as to the words which He 
wrote on the ground, which, of course, can be nothing beyond conjec- 
ture. The purport of it doubtless was, to lead the Scribes on to 



and adjurations written in a book by the trying were not innocent, so he does not 

priest against the woman that was to be write and blot out, but writes and writes 

tried. again. 

"IV. The priest, after he had writ these "Y. He imitates the gesture of the 

corses in a book, blots them out with the priest, if it be true what the Jews report 

bitter water. (Numb. v. 28.) For the concerning it, and it is not unlikely, viz., 

matter transacted was doubtful. They that he first pronounced the curses, then 

do not make the auspected wife drinks made the woman drink, and after she had 

unleu in a doubtful ease,** (Bemidhar drunk pronounced the same curses again. 

Rabba, fol. 283, 2.) So Christ, first He stoops down and writes, 

"The question is, whether the woman then makes them, as it were, drink, in 

was guilty or not If guilty, behold the that searching reflection of His, Whoso- 

curses writ against her, if not guilty, then ever of you is without sin, and then stoops 

behold they are blotted out. But Christ down again, and writes upon the earth." 

was assured that those whom He was — Lightfoot, ii. 568. 
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disoover for themselves their own misdeeds. They press Him to give 
a definite answer to their question, and they feel more sorei from His 
hesitation and delay, that He is in a strait, and that they shall catoh 
Him. 

He appeals to them as men, whose conscience, if they would listen 
to it, would bear witness that they had committed sins as great as this 
woman, and thus He would urge them to pass the same judgment on 
her which they pass on themselves. 

In bidding the man who was without sin among them to cast the 
first stone at this adulteress, or, rather, as our Saviour's words mean, 
who was without this particular sin of adultery, He did not strike at the 
root of all civil judicature. Judges must pass sentence on the guilty, 
whether they are conscious that they themselves have been guilty of the 
same crimes ot not. But these men were probably not the authorised 
judges, or if they were, they were judging the case in an informal way. 
They profess to accuse this woman, out of the abundance of their zeal 
for God's laws. But the words of Him, who will one day be the 
righteous judge of all mankind, teach them that if they are so anxious 
to eradicate all sin against God, they must begin ¥rith themselves. 

Jesus again stoops down, in order to give the Scribes and Pharisees 
an opportunity to depart without any interruption. Conscious that 
they had committed sin as great, nay, even the very same sin as the 
woman, whom they, in their pretended zeal for God, had denounced, 
they go out one by one, the older first, probably as burdened with a 
greater load of sin. Silently but effectually conscience, quickened by 
ihe divine power of Jesus, works its work in them. They might even 
have some fear that He who, as they saw, could read the thoughts of 
their hearts, could also lay their secret sins open to the public gase. 
With shame and confusion they one by one draw off and retire, and 
thus confess their guilt before the whole crowd. This transaction is 
little less than a miracle. 

Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst. Jesus 
was left alone with His disciples and the multitude, and the woman 
standing in the midst of them. The term alone would seem to exclude 
only the Scribes and Pharisees who had brought the woman to Jesus. 

He, the only one who was without sin, does not condemn her. He 
came to seek and to save, and not to condemn. We know not what 
signs of repentance He, the Judge of the secrets of men's hearts, could 
see in her. He bids her ^' Go, and sin no more." By these words He 
probably means the same as when He utters the fuller and more usual 
formula, " Go in peace." Thus, as God He forgives her sins, and 
points out to her the life which she must henceforth lead. He did not 
absolve her fi*om the legal punishment of her sin ; neither did He con- 
demn her. He left that to the Scribes and Pharisees. But He 
absolved her from guilt in the eyes of God. 

It may be that the expression, " Then spake Jesus again," implies 
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some connection with His dismissal of the woman taken in adultery, 
and that it may connect them somewhat in this way : '^ Do not wonder 
that I have delivered this woman from the darkness of sin, in which 
she was Uving, for I am the Light of the World ; I am God/* Others, 
and perhaps more correctly, connect these words with the second verse. 
Early in the morning Jesus had gone again into the Temple, and all 
the people came unto Him ; and He sat down and taught tiiem. The 
Scrihes and Pharisees interrupt His instruction by bringing to Him 
the woman taken in adultery. After the Scribes and Pharisees had 
gone out of themselves, and Jesus had dismissed the woman. He 
turns again to the people and resumes His teaching, which they had 
broken off, 

12 (Then spake Jesus) again unto them^ saying, I am 
the Light of the world : he that followeth Me (shall not 
walk in darkness), [but shall have] the light of life.^ 

[S. Bui he hath.] 

(Alt JesoB therefore Bpeke— ehall in nowise wallc in the darknecw.) 

It was early morning (y. 3) when Jesus spake these words^ and 
this may have snggested to Him the form in which to throw the 
instraction which He now gives to the people. He may have drawn 
His sahject from the rising of the son, that most glorious of all the 
works of creation. From the sun in creation to Himself, the Light of 
the world, the transition was natural and striking. Or it may be, as 
some thinks that when He said, *' I am the Light of the world/' He 
allnded to one of the well-known ceremonies in the Feast of Taber- 
nacles, which had just been concluded. In the evening of the seven 
days of the feast both men and women assembled in the Court of the 
Women, expressly to hold a rejoicing for the drawing of the water of 
Siloam. At the same time there was set up in the Court two lofty 
stands, each supporting four great lamps. These were lighted on each 
night of the festival, and the light of these illuminated the whole of 
Jemsalem. Many think that Jesus took occasion from this to speak 
of Hunself as the Light of the World. 

Jesus was the Word made Flesh, God bom into the world to 
lighten the Gentiles and to be the glory of His people Israel. (Luke 
n. 82.) The Prophets had all a limited sphere, their business was 
to instruct God's ancient people, either in the kingdom of Judah 
or Israel. The Christ came to be the Saviour, not of any par- 
ticular nation, but of the world. In using this term, ** the world," 



^l am the Light of the world. — remarkable in the profound darkness 

'*Hu with great probability been referred whioh, then as now, reigned through the 

to the lif^ting up the colossal oandlestiok night of an Oriental town."— Stanley*8 

^ the Feast of Tabernacles : the more Simi and Palettinet 428. 
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Jesafl had donbtless a reference to the reeeption of the Ch)spel by the 
Gentiles. 

He who foUoweth Jesns shall not walk in darkness. As the Lord 
went before His people Israel by night in a pillar of fire to give them 
light (Exod. xiii. 21), so Jesns offers Himself ds a Light and a Guide 
to all who will follow Him. Those who believe in Him ishall not lead 
a life of sin and of blind speculation about the present and the future ; 
they shall lead a life of holiness, of actiye goodness here, and of rest 
in the revelation which He has made of the life everlasting hereafter. 
Nay, this life everlasting shall begin here, for the life of glory wQl not 
be a new life, but a continuation, a development, and a more perfect 
condition of the present life. Through union with Jesus, the life- 
giving Lightf we receive light, and we receive it here ; but it wiU be 
expanded and perfected into a more glorious state at the resurrection. 

The Pharisees object to Him, Jesus, that He bears witness of 
Himself, and that therefore His witness is not '^ true," in the sense 
of not trustworthy, not admissible in evidence. These are probably 
not the same in^viduals, who only a short time before had left the 
Temple convicted by their own conscience and by His appeal to it. 
There might be other Pharisees in the crowd, equally anxious to show 
their opposition to Him at any fitting opportunity. 

13 The Pharisees therefore said unto Him, (Thou 
bearest record of Thyself : Thy record) is not true. 

(Alf. Thoa art bearing Tritneas oonceming Thyself : Thyivibiefls) 

14 [Jesus answered and said unto them] (though I bear 
record of Myself, yet My record is true: for) I know 
whence I came, and whither I go : [but] ye (cannot teU) 
[whence I come, (and) whither] I go. 

[9. JeBUB said tmio them : S. omits, but : V. whence I oome or whither] 
(Alf. Though I bear witness concerning Myself, My witness is true: beoanse— know 
not-^r) 

Jesus replies that His testimony is true^ true in itself^ and ad- 
missible in evidence. He is the Light of the world, and a light does 
not require any one to bear witness of its presence. As a light bears 
testimony to itself by its own brightness, so does the light of the 
world by His own works. 

But stiU He says that His own testimony is confirmed by that of 
the Father. *^ I know whence I came and whither I go/^ Who sent 
Me and on what mission, and My work on earth being finished I shall 
return to the Father that sent Me. Jesus was God of Ood, very 
God of very God. Such is the union between the Father and the 
Son, that He does not leave the Father in coming to us, and He did 
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not desert ns in returning to the Father. Jesns does not say, in a 
direct naked form, that He is God, or the Son of God, probably not 
to raise the angry opposition of the Jews to anything farther which 
He had to say. He clothes His meaning in such words, that it is 
only gradually unfolded to them, and in proportion to their docility 
and anxiety to hear the truth. Their power to understand His 
meaning depends very much on their readiness to receive it, that is, 
on the state of their own hearts. It is the same sun, which shines 
on the face, of the man who has eyes to see, and of the man who is 
blind, but very different is the effect which it has on them. So too 
the effect, wluch the instruction and the works of Jesus, the light of 
the world, have on His hearers, depends on their power to receive it. 
He reminds them how radically wrong their judgment concerning 
Him is. They judge Him after the flesh, that is, after the senses of 
the flesh. They see Him in appearance a man, they hear the rumour 
that He is the son of Joseph the carpenter, and they consider not 
how His teaching and His miracles prove Him to be more than a man, 
nay how they substantiate His claim to be God, the express object 
for which Ho wrought them. 

15 Ye judge after the flesh : I judge no man.^ 

16 (And yet if I judge,) My judgment is true: (for) I 
am not alone, [but I and the Father that sent Me.] 

[3. Bnt I and He who sent Me.] 

(Alf. Yea and if I should jadge-^because.) 

17 (It is also written) in your law, that the testimony of 
two men is true. 

(Alf. Moreover it is written). 

18 (I am one that bear witness of Myself,) and the 
Father that sent Me beareth witness of Me. 

(Alfl I am He that beareth witness concerning Myself.) 

19 (Then said they) unto Him, Where is Thy Father ? 
[Jesus answered,] (Ye neither know Me nor) My Father : 



7e judge after the flesh I judge no The supplying of Karh. rV trdpKOy from 

man {vfitis xariL 7^y adpKa Kpiytrtt -tyia the foregoing clause, could only be justi- 

ov icpUfat hv^4pa.) — *' The second clause is fied by incongruity in the sense without 

completed by iw5«Va, and nothing what- such addition. With Olshausen and Liicke," 

^er requires to be supplied : Yo judge I am unable to perceive that the words in' 

according to tho flesh, but I judge no one," the text are not entirely sufficient." — 

(not merely no one according to the flesh, Winer's Grammar of New Testament^ 606. 
but no one in any manner whatever.) 
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if ye had known Me, (ye should have known) [My Father 
also.] 

[8. Jettlfl Aturwered and said : 8. The Father also.] 

(Alf. They said therefore— Ye know neither Me, nor— ye would know.) 

At terse 18 the question of testimonv, its legality or admissibility 
in evidence, is raised, and it is not concluded until verse 19. ^Vhen 
then Jesus says, '' I judge no man/' it is not easy to see the con- 
nection of His words with the context, if we interpret them in the 
sense of passing sentence. To give testimony, and to weigh the 
value of testimony, which is the office of the judge, are kindred actions. 
It has therefore been thought that by these words He meant to imply 
that in no man's case did He decide on the testimony offered, nor 
did He himself offer testimony, but that, if He did offer testimony, 
it would be admissible in proof, because it would be confirmed by the 
Father. 

The law said, ** one witness shall not rise up against a man for 
any iniquity, or for any sin, in any sin that he sinneth : at the mouth 
of two witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall the matter 
be established." (Deut. xix. 16.) Thus according to the law the 
testimony of two men is sufficient for proof. In the case of Jesns 
there is the testimony of two, who are not men, but who are infinitely 
more than men, who are God. There is the testimony of God the 
Father, and the testimony of God the Son, both bearing witness, that 
Jesus the son of Mary is the Christ, the Word made Flesh. Christ 
was one Person, but in him were two natures, the Godhead and 
Manhood. Christ as He is God, bears witness of Himself as He is 
Man. 

The Pharisees ask Jesus where His Father is ? not in sincerity 
and with a desire to learn, but to lead Him on to commit Himself— 
that they may have, as they think, grounds to accuse Him of blas- 
phemy. He does not answer, as they hoped, so as to give them 
occasion to take hold of His words. But He replies that they know 
neither Him nor His Father. They did not know Him, because they 
believed Him to be a mere man, while He was God. They did not 
know His Father, because they believed Joseph to be His father, 
but Joseph was not even the father of His Human nature. They 
did not blow God| who was His Father, otherwise they would serve 
Him. 

20 These words [(spake Jesus)] in the treasury, [(as 
He taught) in the temple]: and no man laid hands on 
Him : (for) His hour was not yet come. 

[S. ▼. Spake He in the : S. omits, as He taught in the temple.] 
(Alf. Spake He— as He was teaohing— because.) 
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The treasury was the place, in which was kept the chest which con- 
tained the offerings of the people for the payment of the sacrifices^ 
for the repair of the fabric, and the relief of the poor. This was the 
most public part of the Temple. (2 Kings xii. 9 ; 2 Chron. xxiv. 8.) 
In these words it is intimated that the Jews had every opportmiity of 
taking Jesas, for He did not teach in secret, bat in the most public 
port of the most pablic place in Jerusalem, in the treasury of the 
Temple. The reason why they did not lay hands on Him is also given. 
They were supematurally withheld by an invisible influence on them^ 
because the time appointed for His Death was not yet come. 

21 [(Then said Jesas again) unto them,] (I go My way), 
and ye shall seek Me, and shall die in your (sins) : whither 
I go, ye cannot come. 

[8. Then said He unto ihem.] 

(Alf. Therefore said He again— I go away-HBin.) 

22 (Then said the Jews,) WiU He kill Himself? Be- 
cause He saith, Whither I go, ye cannot come. 

(Alf. The Jews therefore said.) 

The particle " then " or *' therefore " (in t. 21) may be merely 
the introductory word to a new portion of His teaching ; or it may bo 
meant to join this on to the preceding, and to indicate that this was 
said at the same time and place as the last : or it may connect this 
^th the last sentence, '' No man laic} hands on Him, because His 
hoar was not yet come." Jesus saw that the Pharisees were burning 
with a desire to take Him, but were withheld by a secret power, there- 
fore He said unto them, " I go my way,'* &c. 

He had already said the same words to the officers, who were sent 
hy the Pharisees to take Him (vij. 88) ; and He now repeats them to 
the Pharisees themselves. He uses the expression " I go My way,'* 
hwaase His Death will be voluntary, and a continued proceeding. 
He will not remain in a state of Death, but through Death He will 
go to the Father. They will die in a condition of sin, in consequence 
of their unbelief in Jesus, the only One who could have delivered them 
bom this. He will go to a state of eternal happiness, they to one of 
eternal punishment. The Pharisees cannot go to the former, because 
they have not now the will or the affections for such a state. 

When Jesus had said these same words, ** Ye shall not iSnd Me," 
to the officers who were sent by the Pharisees to take Him, they said, 
"Whither will He go that we shall not find Him ? will He go unto the 
dispersed among the Gentiles, and teach the Gentiles? But the 
Pharisees are so blinded by anger and hatred, and are so intent on 
His Death, that in their eyes the only alternative to their not finding 
Him and killing Him is His killing Himself." They do not see that 

o 2 
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death, whether brought on by them or by Himself, caimot be the pkce 
He meant, because tiiey will also die. He is referring to their place 
or condition after death : He in heaven with the Father, they in hell 
with the devil. 

23 And He said unto them, Ye are from beneath : I 
am from above: ye are- of this, world: I am not of this 
world. 

[S. He said therefore] 

24 I said [therefore] unto you, that ye shall die in your 
sins: for [if ye believe not that] I am He, ye shall die in 
your sins. 

[S. Omit8, therefore : S. If yo believe Mo not that.] 

He states the reason why they cannot go to the place where He is. 
He says their origin is different and their nature is difierent, and their 
final abode will be different. They are from beneath, of this world. 
The origin of the Pharisees is earthly, and their nature is gross and 
earthly, and they shall return to a place suitable for such earthly 
natures. He is from above, from the Father, and will return thither. 
Not only is their origin earthly, but their natures, their tastes and 
habits and aims are earthly, bounded by the enjoyments and pleasures 
of the body, and of the present world. None but He could deliver 
them from their sins and sinful nature ; but, if they refuse to believe in 
Him, they will die in their sins. 

25 [Then said they] unto Him, Who art thou ? [And 
Jesus saith unto them], (Even the same that I said unto 
you from the beginning.) * 

[S. They said : 8. Then Jesus said nnto them.] 

(Alf. Therefore said they — in very deed that same which I also speak onto joa.) 

26 I have many things to say and judge of you : [(but) 
He that sent Me] is true : (and I speak to the world those 
things which I have [heard of Him.]) 

[S. But the Father that sent Me : 8. Heard with Him.] 

(Alf. Howbeit — and the things which I heard from Him, these speak I imiothd 
world.) 



^ That I said unto you from the say nnto yon (I am entirely what in My 
beginning {r^viipxh'^ S» ri xol \a\(& u/uy.) discourses I profess to be.) The oootexk 
" TV ApxV throHfjkoHt, altogether, which f urnisiies no ground whatever for prefer- 
in all probability is to be understood in ring the interrogative to the positive fonn 
John viii. 25 (see Lucke's careful exami- of expression.** — Winer^s Grammar of New 
ttation of the passage): altogether what I Testamenty 485. 
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27 They understood not that He (spake) to them [of 
the Father.] 

[a Of the Father God.] 
(A]f. Was gpeaking.) 

The difficulty of the 25th and 26th verses is confessed by all who 
hare attempted to explain and to connect them. Each commentator 
sees them in a different light. 

Jesus hod just said to the Jews that they should die in their sins, 
because they did not believe in Him. They then ask Him who He is, 
and He replies to this effect : ^' I am He who, from the beginning of 
the Creation, spake unto you as the Word, and Who now speak unto you 
the Word made flesh. He then goes on to say that He had many 
things to say and to judge against them, but not now, for this is not 
the time for judgment. Now He will speak only what will confute 
their unbelief in Him, viz., that the Father who sent Him is true, and 
the things which He speaks to them are true, because He hears 
them of the Father. 

Jesus did not say that God is His Father in direct terms. He 
rather suggests it to their thoughts to dwell upon and become familiar 
with. Had they clearly understood that this was His meaning some 
of them would have believed it, but probably the greater part not. 
Those who did believe it would have shrunk from taking any part 
in His Crucifixion. Those who did not believe it would have been for 
putting Him to death as a blasphemer immediately. The eoosiomy by 
which men*s Redemption was to be accomplished by the Death of the 
God Incarnate would have been interfered with. Those who were 
drawn by the Father came to believe that Jesus was God gradually, 
and probably not fully until after His Death. 

28 [Then said Jesus unto them], When ye have lifted 
vip the Son of Man, then shall ye know that I am He, and 
that I do nothing of Myself: ([but as My Father] hath 
taught Me,) [I speak these things.] 

[S. Then said Jesus again: V. Omits, Unto them: S. As the Father: S. So I 
Bpeat] 

(Alf. Jesus therefore said^but according as the Father taught Me.) 

29 And He that sent Me is with Me : the Father^ hath 



^ The Father hath not left Me alone, that is, He granted Me. after having sent 

--"In no part of the New Testament Me (W^^ai), also (hitherto) His unceas- 

doo8 the Aorist express "what is wont to he ingaid." — Winer's Grammar of New Tetta- 

MW. oifK iu^K4 ti€ lUvQV 6 learrip, the ment, 293. 
^ftthfTleitMe not alone (on the earth), 
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not left Me alone: (for) I do always those things that 
(please) Him. 

[8. And He that sent Me hath not left Me alone : He is with Me, for I do.] 
(Alf. Beeaiui6--are pleasing to.) 

He speaks of His Crucifixion as an exaltation. He was lifted up upon 
the Cross, and He was lifted ap so as io become an object of worsdiip 
to all generations. His Crucifixion was intended by the Jews as 
an act of dishonour and ignominy. He was by it exalted above all 
things. He foretells that their unbelief would be overcome by His 
Crucifixion, His Death and Resurrection, by His patience, love and zeal 
for their salvation, by His miracles, and wondrous works. The 
centurion was but one out of many who were struck with awe and 
with the belief that this was the Son of God. He asserts that after 
His Crucifixion they would believe that Ho had taught with the 
authority of the Father, and was One with the Father, that the 
Father who had sent Him into the world had been with Him and had 
worked with Him all through His sojourn among men. 

30 As He spake these words, many believed (on Him.) 

(Alf. In Him.) 

31 (Then said Jesus) to those Jews which (believed on 
Him), If ye continue in My word, [(then) are ye My disciples 
indeed.] 

[S. Te are diaoipleB indeed.] 

(Alf. JesoB therefore said-^had believed Him — omits, then.) 

32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free. 

The many who believed in Him would doubtless be from the simple^ 
honest, unbiassed multitude, and but few from the Pharisees, whose 
pride and strong prejudices kept them, as a body, aloof from Jesus. 
These had probably given some outward expression of their belief in 
Him which is not mentioned ; either by words, or by ranging themselves 
along with His other disciples. If they continue in their belief in Him 
and in His teaching, which they had embraced, they should be His 
disciples in more than name, and they should receive the reward of His 
disciples. They should know the truth not by mere hearing, but they 
should realize it by the knowledge of actual experience. For this 
belief in Him and the doctrine which He taught them should deliver 
them from the yoke and servitude of sin. Belief in Him will lead them 
on to repent and forsake their sins, and to lead a life of love to Him. 
Wilful indulgence in sin cannot exist in the heart along with hatred of 
sin mi love to God, 
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83 They answered Him, We be Abraham's seed, and 
(were never) in bondage to any man: how sayest Thou, Ye 
shall be made free ? 

(▲If. Hftve neTer been.) 

The Jews who make this answer are either not the same who had 
belieyed in Him, or they are some who believed but whose faith in Him 
was still very imperfect. What they say might be strictly true of the 
Jews of our Saviour's own time, but the statement is almost too general 
to be meant to be confined to them. The probability is that, in their 
eagerness to vindicate themselves from the reflection which, as they 
imagine, Jesus had cast on tiiem, they have overstef^ped the bounds 
of historioal accuracy. But Jesus, who had a very different meaning, 
in His answer takes no notice of what they had said, 

84 Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
(Whosoever) committeth sin is the (servant) of sin, 

(Alf. Kyery one that — ^bondxnan.) 

35 (And the servant) abideth not in the house for ever : 
[but the Son abideth ever]. 

[S. Omita, but the Son abideth ever.] 

(Alf. Now the bondman~the Son abideth for ever.) 

36 (If the Son therefore) shall make you free, ye shall 
be free indeed. 

(Alf. If then the Son.) 

Though Jesus speaks in general terms here, and in the third person. 
His words have evidently a personal application to the men before Him. 
They were hving in the daily practice, in the habitual commission, 
of sin, they were therefore the bondmen of sin. He personifies sin 
and represents it as a master, to give a more lively idea of the hard 
tyranny of sin, and to represent more forcibly that the devil is the 
tempter, the person who seduces men to sin, and leads them captive and 
punishes them for their compliance. 

The boast of these Jews was that they were the seed of Abraham. 
The events of Abraham's own household give an apt illustration of 
their relation, and of their position with respect to Abraham. He had 
two kinds of seed, the son of the bondwoman and the son of the free. 
Ishmael, the son of the bondwoman, was cast out, while Isaac, the son 
of the free, remained in his father's house and inherited his goods. 
They, though the seed of Abraham, if they continued the bondmen of 
sin, would be cast out from God's kingdom. The only condition, on 
which they could remain in His house, was to receive freedom from sin, 
by belief in Jesus the Son of God, whom Isaac prefigured. 
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37 I know that ye are Abraham's seed : (but) ye seek 
to kill Me, because My Word (hath no place in you), 

(Alf. Neverthelefls— gaineth no ground in you). 

38 I speak that which I have seen [with My Father] : 
(and ye) do that [which ye have seen (with) your father.^] 

[V. With the Father : 8. Which ye have seen from your father : V. Which ye 
have heard from your father.] 
(Alf. And ye likewise — ^from.) 

39 They answered and said unto Him, Abraham is our 
father. [Jesus saith unto them], If ye were Abraham's 
children ye would do the works of Abraham. 

[S. JesuB answered them.] 

40 But now ye seek to kill Me, a Man that hath (told 
you) the truth, which (I have heard of God) : this did not 
Abraham.^ 

(Alf. Spoken unto you— I heard from God.) 

In this conversation with the Jews Jesus makes a distinction 
between Abraham's seed ((nripfia) and Abraham's children (rcAcva). 
He admits that they were Abraham's seed, that is descended from 
Abraham according to the flesh ; but by their actions they were so 
degenerated from Abraham that they could not be called his children. 
If they were Abraham's children they would do the works of Abraham. 
But Abraham always sought to save life and not to kill ; but they 
sought to kill Him, a Man who taught them the truth, which God 
only could teach them. The reason of this degeneracy was because 
His Word, His teaching had no influence with them, 

41 Ye do the (deeds) of your father. [Then said they 
to Him,] (We be not) born of fornication : we have one 
Father, even God. 

[S. V. They said to Him.] 
(Alf. Works— we were not.) 

^ And ye do that whloh ye have seen > The truth which I have heard of 

with your father (ical ifius oiv o iwodKare Qod (riiy oX^Octov, fjv iJKOvaa rapa rov 

vapdi T« iroTpl {/fjLwy^ voitire,) — " Tne oZv 6(ov.) — " Of verba of perception iuc6vu is 

is far from being n mere expletive. It constniedwltU tbo Genitive (to hear /rom, 

strildngly contrasts the character of Jesus out of one.) Here iuc6im is construed with 

with that of the Jews {you also^ therefore)^ the accusative, because th<? object is the 

representing both as respectively spring- whole connection, and the hearing meant 

ing, as it were, from one and the same is intellectual : while in the previous case 

principle — conformity to paternal direc- the object is simply certain sounds or 

tion and example."— Winer's Gframnwr 0/ words received by the ear." — Winer's 

New Testament, 476. Grammar of New Testament, 213. 
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The conduct of the Jews to Jesus was of a piece with the rest of 
their actions. They were not by that acting out of character. It 
was all through in keeping with the other works of him who was their 
father, the prompter and author of all their thoughts and works. As 
Jesus spake and taught what He had heard of His Father so they did 
what they heard from their father. When the Jews perceive that He 
is not speaking so much of natural descent from Abraham, but of 
spiritual likeness by imitation of faith and life, they reply that they are 
not bom of fornication, but have one Father, even God. Fornication 
was the word by which the prophets stigmatised idolatry, the forsaking 
the One true God for the worship of idols. The Jews reply that they 
are not the descendants of idolaters, such as the Gentiles, or such as 
the Samaritans were, but they worship the One true God, and so did 
their fathers. Abraham was called from the midst of the heathen to 
worship the true God, and they are his children, and continue to 
worship the same God as he. 

42 Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye 
would love Me : for I proceeded forth, and (came) from 
God : (neither came I) of Myself, but He sent Me, 

(Alf. Am come — for neither am I come.) 

They say that God is their Father, and Jesus brings this to the 
test. If God were their Father they would love Him^ for He is God 
in the most perfect sense of the word, by Eternal Generation from the 
Father, and by mission from the Father to take upon Him the nature 
of man. The expression, " I proceeded forth from and am come from 
God," is remarkably full and unusual, and its meaning would scarcely 
be satisfied by being confined to the Licamation. 

He complains that they cannot understand His speech, His mean- 
ing, the drift of His words, not from any natural impossibility, but 
because of the hardness, the aversion of their own hearts. 

43 Why do ye not understand My speech ? (even be- 
cause) ye cannot hear My word.^ 

(Alf. Because.) 



^Speeoh, Word. — "AoXii and \6y05 to deny that it had any significanco. 

are here set in a certain antithesis to one Otliers again, admitting the significance, 

another, and in the seizing of the point of haye failed to draw it rightly out. It is 

this must lie the right understanding of clear that as the inability to understand 

the verse. What the Lord intended by His * speech ' {xaXid) is traced up as a 

varying \aXid and \6yos has been very consequence to a refusing to hear His 

differently understood. Some, as Angus- word {\^os) ; this last as the root and 

tine, though commenting on the passage, ground of the mischief, must be the 

have omitted to notice the variation, deeper and anterior thing. To hear His 

Others, like Olshansen, haye noticedj oaly word can be nothing else than to give 
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44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of 
your father (ye will do). He was a murderer from the 
beginning, '(and abode not) in the truth, because there is 
no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of 
his own : (for) he is a liar, and the father (of it).* 

(Alf. Te love to do— and Btandeth not-«beoause— thereof .} 

Words could scarcely express more distinctly the personality of the 
devil — ^yiz., that man does not sin — because the properties of certain 
things accidentally fall in with his passions, or with the constitution of 
bis nature, hut because a being of power and Intelligence infinitely 
superior to his is oyer plotting his ruin, always on the alert to originate 
and suggest some action, or some course of action, to withdraw him 
from the allegiance which he owes to his Creator. 

The devil is their father, and they are his children, not by natural 
descent, but by imitation, because Uiey love to do his lusts. Jesus 
alludes to two points in pailicular, in which they loved to do the lusts 
of their father — ^viz,, murder and lies. He does this because they were 
at that very time devising the means how to accomplish His Death, 
and because they said that He was a false prophet, a deceiver, and had 
a devil. 

The devil was a murderer from the beginning, even from the 
beginning of the Creation. It was he who brought about the fall of 
Adam and Eve, and through them the death of the whole human race. 
When one man rises against his fellow man, as Cain against Abel, and 
commits murder, the devil is the author, the suggestor of the murder ; 
and man is merely his instrument in executing it, the doer of his 
lusts. 

The devil, too, is the author of all that is false. Truth may be 
considered in several aspects as regards the heart, the mouth, and also 

room to His tmth in the heart. They For he ia a liar and the fiither of it 

who wiU not do this must fail to under* (^4v<rnit itrrl xai 6 'rarifp iirrov.) — ***Avr6s 

stand His. speech, the outward form and sometimes refers to an abstract deduced 

utterance which His word assumes. They from a preceding concrete, or vice Tersl 

that are of God hear God's words, His (if^/vcmjt 4err\ Koi 6 irar^ Avrov .) (^^vSovs) 

pilfiara as elsewhere (John iii. 34 ; viii. 47), see Liicke in loc. The other explanation, 

His \a\tdt as here it is called, which they Father of the Ziar, appears neiUier gram- 

that are not of God do not and cannot matically simpler nor substantiaUy pire- 

hear."— Arohbp. Trench on The Synonyms ferable. Father of falsehood is a notion 

of N«to Testainentt 275. more appropriate to John, who had a 

1 The lUBta of your father ye wlU predilection for abstract terms." — Winer's 

do [riif iwiBvfjias rov irarphs 6fi&if 6^Xcrc Grammar of New Testament, 168. 

irocfcy.) — "The lusts of your father you wiU Bishop Middleton (on Greek Article) 

{are resolved and inclined to) do (carry disagrees with this interpretation, but is 

into effect, either in general (your hearts unable, with the present reading, to 

impel you to follow the wiU of Satan), or be- suggest any other that is entirely satis- 

oause ye go about to kill Me." (Verse 40.)— factory. See his very interesting note, p. 

Winer's Grammar of New Testament, 489. 351. 



Digitized by VjQOQIC 



COMHENTABY ON BT. JOHN's GOSPEL. 203 

with respect to action. The deyil abode not in the trathi he abode not 
in the true and right conrse, in the lawful position in which God had 
created him, when through pride he rebelled against Him. He abode 
not in the obedience, in ti^e allegiance which he owed to God, he was 
created an angel of light, and through his own deed he became dark- 
ness. The devil abode not in the truth, when through lies and misre- 
presentations be deceiyed Eye, and succeeded in bringing death upon 
mankind. 

When men speak a lie they are not the author of it — ^the deril is 
the author, the inventor of it. They are themselves the victims of 
** the liar," and are merely his instruments in uttering it. The devil 
was the author of the first lie, of the whole system or art of lying, and 
also of every individual lie. 

45 (And because I tell you) the truth, ye believe Me 
not. 

(Alf. Bat beoauie I speak.) 

46 Which of you (convinceth) Me of sin ? [And] (if I 
say the truth,) why do ye not believe Me ? 

[S.V. Omit, AncL] 

(Alf. Conyioteth— If I speak iraUi.) 

47 He that is of God heareth (God's words) : (Ye there- 
fore) hear them not, because ye are not of God. 

(Alt The words ofGod— for this cause ye.) 

They loved to do the lusts of the devil because he was their father. 
They would not believe Jesus, though He spake the truth, because 
God was not their Father. He challenges them to convict Him of sin 
in His life, or of falsehood in His teaching, and presses on them the 
conclusion that the sinlessness of His life and truth of His teaching 
would have ensured the reception of His words, if they had been, as 
they professed, of God. Unable to answer this unanswerable argument, 
the Jews replied that He was a Samaritan, and had a devil. 

48 [Then answered the Jews], and said unto Him, Say 
we not well that Thou art a Samaritan, and hast a devil ? 

[8. Y. The Jews answered.] 
(Alf. The Jev0 answered.) 

It is nowhere recorded that the Jews were in the habit of calling 
lesuB a Samaritan, and yet these words would seem to imply as much. 
The religion of the Samaritans was a corruption of the Jewish, a 
imxture of Jewish worship with the worship of false gods, the know- 
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ledge of which they had brought with them from Assyria. A 
Samaritan, therefore, was with the Jews a teim of reproach for one 
who was half a Jew and half an idolater, an idolatrous schismatic. 
By this term they might mean that Jesns kept the law of Moses in 
party but mixed up with it much that was new and false. 

The characteristic of devils is to arrogate to themselves the honour 
and glory that belong only to God. The Jews in saying that Jesus had 
a devil charged Him with taking to Himself, who was a mere man, the 
honour which belonged to God alone. To this which is the most 
serious part of their charge, He replies, but makes no reference to the 
first pari; — viz., that of being a Samaritan. 

49 [Jesus answered], I have not a devil : but I honour 
My Father, and ye do dishonour Me. 

[S. Jesus answered and said.] 

50 (And) I seek not Mine Own glory : (but there is) 
One that seeketh and judgeth. 

(Alf. But— thjere is.) 

51 Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep My 
(saying), he shall never see death. 

(Alf. Word.) 

He denies in express words that He has a devil, or the qualities of 
a devil. For a devil seeks his own glory, but He seeks the glory of 
His Father. Jesus honours the Father, but the Jews, in dishonouring 
Him dishonour the Father. Jesus seeks not His Own glory, but God 
the Father is seeking His glory, and is even now judging between Him 
and the Jews. The term judging here has no reference to the La^ 
Judgment. In the Last Judgment it is expressly said that the Son of 
Man shall be the Judge. It rather refers to the daily visitations and 
judgments by which God chastises His disobedient people. Here, too, 
in dl probability Jesus alludes to the sufferings which the Jews are on 
the very point of enduring at the hands of the Bomans, for their 
rejection and crucifixion of Him. 

In spite of the malignity and the venom of their reproach that He 
had a devil, Jesus still continues to press on them the offer of eternal 
life. With the strongest form of asseveration amounting, as some 
think, almost to an oath. He declares that if they will keep His 
saying they shall never die. He does not refer to the death of the 
body, for that is not really death, any more than the life of the body 
is really life. If they will keep His word, He will impart to them 
life, the life of grace in the soul, and they shall never fall into such 
sin as will quench the life of the soul, which shall be purified and 
strengthened until it ripens into the life of glory everlasting hereafter. 
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62 [Then said the Jews] unto Him, Now we know that 
Thou hast a devil. Abraham (is dead), and the prophets, 
and Thou sayest, If a man keep My (saying,) [he shall 
never (taste of death.)] 

[S.V. The Jews said : V. He shall never see death.] 
(Alf. Died— word— taste death.) 

63 Art Thou greater than our Father Abraham, which 
(is dead) ? and the prophets (are dead) : whom makest 
Thou Thyself? 

(Alf. Died.) 

After all His instruction the Jews as yet could only grasp the 
idea of one kind of life, and of one kind of death, viz. : that of the 
body. They declare that His offer to keep them from tasting death 
is only another confirmation of their conviction, that He had a devil. 
Nothing in their opinion could account for such language, as He 
used, except the supposition that He was possessed with a devil. Not 
only was He a mere man making Himself greater than Abraham, and 
greater than the prophets, but even greater than God himself. 
Abraham kept God's word, and so did the prophets, and yet they all 
died. God's word conferred on them no such immunity from death, 
as Jesus here declares that the observance of His word \nll do. They 
are at a loss to conceive to whom He likens himself. 

The mistake of the Jews, which runs through all this, is in 
thinking of Abraham and the prophets as dead, and in confining 
death to the body. Even their bodies, which were dead, Jesus could 
raise up again at the last day. The souls of the righteous could 
never die, could never taste death, could never experience eternal 
separation from God. 

54 Jesus answered, If I (honour) Myself, My (honour) 
is nothing: It is My father that (honoureth) Me : [of Whom 
ye say, (that He is your God).] 

[A. Of 'Whom 76 say, He is onr God.] 

(Alf. Glorify— gloiy—glorifietli— He is our God.) 

55 (Yet) ye have not known Him : but I know Him : 
and if I should say, I know Him not, I shall be a liar like 
unto you ; but I know Him and keep His (saying). 

(Alf. And— word.) 

If the honour or glory, which is given to Jesus, were given to Him 
by Himself, it would be of no value. But it is given to Him by the 
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Father, whom the Jews claim as their God. Though they say the 
Father is their Crod, they do not know Him. They do not show that 
they have any knowledge of Him, either by sincerely worshipping 
Him, and by living according to His commands, nor do they show that 
they know anything of His nature, otherwise they would have under- 
stood that Jesus the Messiah was the Son of God. They do not know 
that in the Godhead there are Three Persons, though but One God. 
The Jews proved themselves to be liars by saying that they knew God, 
when they worshipped Him not. Jesus is not like them, He knows 
Him and therefore He fulfils all His word. 

. The Jews despised Jesus, but Abraham, whose children they 
boasted they were, did not ; He looked forward with delight to Him as 
his Saviour. The boast and glory of the Jews was in Abrahami but 
Abraham's glory was in Jesus. 

66 Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day : and 
He saw it and was glad. 

57 (Then said the Jews) unto Him, Thou art not yet 
fifty years old^ [and hast Thou seen Abraham] ? 

[B. And hath Abraham seen Thee ?] 
(Alf. The Jews therefore said.) 

In their use of the term fifty years the Jews had probably some 
reference to the time at which the Leyites began to be superannuated 
with respect to the service of the Temple. Their time of service 
lasted from thirty to fifty years. (Numb. iv. 8.) And the Jews had 
an opinion, that whoever died before fifty or at least fifty-two, died 
untimely, and as it were by cutting off. Thus their words imply: 
Thou art not yet come to the common years of superannuation, and 
dost Thou talk of having seen Abraham ? 

58 Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Before Abraham (was) I am.^ 

(Alf. Was made.) 

1 Before Abraham was, I am {wpir in the rendering of Luke vi. 86 ytneBt 

AfiptAfi ywicBm^ iyif -ii/il)* — " It is im- iutrlpfiovts xotf^s [mu] i *ttr^ ipAf 

portont to mark the distinction between oUerippMv iirrlp. Be ye mercifnl, as your 

cfrai and 'ycrc^f ai, where our translators Father also u mercifnL Here also the 

have not observed it. Thus our English original expresses the distinction between 

rendering of John viii. 58, * Before Abra* the imperfect effort and the eternal attri- 

ham was, I am,' loses half the force of bnte.'' — Dr. J. B. Lightfoot on J^uion 

the original, irpUf Afipadfi ^cWtrtfai, ^ of New Testament^ 75. 
iifu, ' Before Abraham was bom, I am.' *' Sometimes a Past Tense is indnded 

The becoming only can rightly be predi- in the Present, when, for instance, a verb 

cated of the patriarch, the being is re- expresses a state whieh commenced at sn 

served for the Eternal Son alone. Similar earlier period, bat atiU continues— a stAte 

in kind, though less in degree, is the loss in its whole duratkm as John viii. 58, 
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The day which Jesus here calls "My day" and which Ahraham 
rejoiced to see, which he saw and was glad, was the day of Christ's 
appearance in the Flesh, the day of His Birth and life among men, 
the Incarnation, when the Word was made Flesh and dwelt among 
us. Abraham is here bat the representative of the righteous. He 
saw it with a faith, which realized it as though present. He eaw it 
as revealed to Him by God, at different times, and in divers manners, 
as for instance in the ram caught in a thicket by his horns, and 
which he was to offer up for a burnt-offering in the stead of his son. 
(Gen. xxii. 13). 

He may have seen it too in another sense. The good tidings 
which caused so much joy to the angels, and to the shepherds, and to 
the saints on the earth, to Zacharias and Elizabeth, to Simeon and 
Aima and others, may not have been confined to them ; these good 
tidings may have been conveyed to the righteous, who were already 
removed from the earth, and who were awaiting the fulness of time for 
their redemption. 

Jesufl here appropriates to Himself the form " I Am,'* by which 
God the Father had of old described Himself (£xod. iii. 14) : the 
Eternal, without change, without beginning or ending. In this sense 
the Jews understood Him and took up stones to stone Him as speaking 
blasphemy. 

59 Then took they up stones to cast at Him: [but] 
Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple, [going 
through the midst of them, and so passed by.]^ 

[Y. Omits, bat : 8. V. omits going through the midst of them, and so passed by.] 
(AIT. Omits, going through the midst of them, and so passed by.) 

The Jews had a tradition that the mitrder of Zacharias in the 
Temple by their fathers had (Lightfoot ii. 237) entailed upon the nation 
a fearful punishment. Yet so exasperated are they with Jesus that un« 
deterred by this story which was commonly believed among them they 
attempt His life in the Court of the Temple, taking up the stones, 
which in all probability lay there for the completion or the repair of 
some portion of the building. 

He hid Himself, probably not by secreting Himself in any part of 
the building, but by rendering Himself invisible to them, and thus 
went out of the Temple. The words going through the midst of them 
are not found in the Sinaitic and Vatican MSS. but they may contain 
a very good explanation of the way in which He hid Himself. 

irplv Kfipakfi ytwivBai iyit itfih — ^Winer's hvrQv km trapjiyMv Zvrat. The omission 

Grammar of New Tcstafnentj 282. is to be accounted for by the fact that just 

1 Going through the midst of them, tfien the Church lesson for Tuesday in 

&c. — " The Vatican and Sinaitic MSS .and the fifth week after Easter came to an 

Codes Beza are alone among MSS. in end." — Burgon on The Last Verses cf 

omitting tho dause SicAOc^v Zih fi4<ro¥ St, Markj 222. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( 208 ) 



INTRODUCTOKY NOTE TO CHAPTER IX. 



Jewish Parties. — " When John began to preach, the Jews proper — 
excluding Samaritans and Gahlasans — ^were divided into the three great 
bodies of the Sadducees, Pharisees, and Essenes. Most of the Sad- 
ducees were men of birth and rank : princes of the royal house, sons of 
high priests, heads of great houses, and their kin. Annas was a Sad- 
ducec. As a rule all the old families, and most of the rich families, 

belonged to this aristocratic school These Sadducees — in other 

words the party of nobles, the friends of Annas — supported Pilate, and 
lent no countenance to the policy of revolt. 

" The Pharisees, the second party in point of age, the first in 
strength of numbers, were a body of men professing to be set apart, 
selected from the mass. A Pharisee was one of the saints, one of 
those for whom the earth was made, a special object of Almighty care. 
These Separatists believed that it was only for a time, and only for 
their good that God was ruling them by a Boman sword. A little 
while and they would chase these legions into the sea. The Lord had 
promised them this deliverance from of old, written it down in their 
sacred books. They were always quoting this great charter, always 
expecting a Deliverer to arrive. 

" In the sense which the Separatists put on the word patriot, they 
were patriots in the first degree, men to whom the Roman yoke was 
odious, and liberty sweeter than love and Hfe. 

'' The Essenes, youngest and meekest of the three great parties, 
were a protest of nature against the easy unbelief of certain priests and 
piinces of the Church. They ran into a wild extreme of faith. But, 
like the Sadducees, they took no part in street politics, dreamt of no 
Messiah, and strongly opposed the theory of revolt. 

" Herod the Great had given his favour to these harmless breeders 
of bees and birds, and Menachem, one of their chiefs, had exercised a 
merciful influence in the tvrant's court." — Dixon's Holy Land, i. 
268-280. 

The Sanhedrin* — ** When Jesus began to speak more openly of 
being sent down from heaven to save the world from death, the Temple 
Courts in which He prayed and taught were filled with tumultuous 
crowds ; men who had come from all parts of Jewry to keep the feast, 
and were eager to see whether this Jesus of Nazareth was the Christ 
whom they had sought. Some believed in His words : still more 
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believed in His acts ; for ui His last few weeks on earth His miracles 
increased in number and in power. 

" The two great parties which divided Jewry treated these timinlts 
in a different way. 

'' If the Saddncees gave them any thought it was only in so far as 
they disturbed the public peace. Having much to risk, and nothing 
to gain by change, the aristocratic party were anxious to keep things 
safe, so as to prevent any action on the side of Borne. Avoiding the 
mistake of Gratus Pilate left the priests alone, so that Annas remained 
sagan, and his son-in-law high priest ; and Annas being content, his 
partisans were calm. Having no expectation of a Messmh's kingdom, 
the rich and ancient families of Judaea preferred a government of 
priests and nobles, supported by Boman legions, to the license of a 
new Judas of Oamala, and the exactions of a new Simon the Slave* 
They cared nothing for the delusions of a mob ; but in the cause of 
order even these unbelieving Sadducees might act. 

" The Pharisees took other ground. As a body they might have 
clianged their demeanour towards Jesus even now, had He consented 
to declare Himself a prince of their royal house, an upholder of the 
Separatist policy, an admirer of the Oral Law, a restorer of their inde- 
pendent rule ; in one word, a king of the Jews. But Jesus urged on 
them more than ever the necessity of adopting a new law, a new com- 
mandment, a new form of prayer, a new religious life. He profaned 
their Sabbath, He abolished their ceremonies. He decried their 
righteousness. When they found that He would make no terms with 
them they went up to the Temple and laid a charge against Him 
before the Sanhedzin of preaching false doctrine and leading the people 



'' This Sanhedrin, the Great Council of Jewry, met at Lishcath 
ha-Gazith (Paved-hall)) the largest of many cells, or chambers, built on 
the Temple hill, and used as offices for the guard and watch ; just as 
the domed houses under the high terraces of the rock are still used 
by the dervishes who watch and guard the holy Mosque. The lish- 
cath ha-Gazith seems to have stood on the great wall, part of it 
being in the Israelites' Court, part in the Gentile Court, so as to admit 
of the entrance of Jew and Greek ; probably on the western ^side, 
facing towards Zion, near the most public entrance into the Temple 
Courts. 

" The great council before whom the Pharisees laid this charge of 
false teaclung against Jesus, consisted of seventy, seventy-one, per- 
baps seventy-two members, chosen by vote from among the wise, 
aged, and wealthy Jews, not of Jerusalem only, but of every city in 
which they dwelt, even from Egypt, Babylon, and Greece. Until the 
times of Herod the Great, the powers of this body had been royal, and 
more than royal 

*' Bnt the Sanhedrin's strength had been reduced, first by Herod 

F 
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the Great, afterwards by the Boman goyemors of Jadsea. Herod, on 
capturing Jerusalem, had seized the whole body of the Sanhediin, 
thrown them into prison, and, with two illnstrions exceptions, pat 
them all to death. Around Hillel and Shanunai, the men whom 
Herod had spared, a new council had been formed ; but the prestige 
of the Sanhedrin could never be restored. Pilate abridged their rights, 
taking from them more particularly the faculties of life and death ; yet, 
even after they had lost the right to torture prisoners and stone 
offenders, they still exercised a yast authority in Jerusalem^ and in 
every other Jewish city. 

'' Pilate himself could not dispute their jurisdiction over Jews, in 
whatever land they dwelt, as to all that concerned their faith, ritnal, 
and education. They had a right to fix all festivals, to judge all 
doctrines, to expel all sinners from the Church, to regulate colleges 
and schools, to punish offenders against the law so long as, in the 
exercise of their rights, they refrained from encroaching on tiie civil 

power They could still condemn a man to death ; though they 

could only proceed to execution after their sentence had been confirmed 
by a Boman judge.'* — Dixon's Holy Land, ii. 220. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

1 Th man that wag horn blind restored to sight ; 8 He is brought 
to tht Pharisees ; 13 Tluy are offended at it, and excommunicate 
him; 35 But he is received of Jesus, and confesseth Him ; 39 
Who they are whom Christ enlighteneth. 

The heaUng of this blind man took place, as we know, on the 
Sabbath Day (v. 14) ; and there is a probability, though not a cer- 
taiaty, that it was the same day as that on which Jesus had held His 
conyeraation with the Scribes and Pharisees, as recorded in the last 
chapter, and only a short time after He had escaped from - the 
inforiated Jews in the Temple. The opening words of this chapter 
are looked upon as lending support to this view. 

1 (And as Jesus passed by) He saw a man which was 
blind from his birth. 

(Alf. And as He was passing by.) 

The fact that he was blind from his birth is mentioned to indicate 
that his blindness was not of a passing, temporary nature, but one of 
long standing and incurable. 

2 And His disciples asked Him, saying, (Master, w}io 
did sin), this man or his parents, that (he was) bom 
blind P 

(Alf. Babbi, who sinbed—Bhonld be.) 

^ Who did sin, this man or his have some stain of sin in the womb, but 

^'^ts ?— «« It was a received doctrine in that it might in some measure actually 

uie Jewish schools that children, accord- sin, and do that which might render it 

^g to some wickedness of their parents, criminal. To which purpose this passage 

▼ere born lame, or crooked, or maimed, or of the disciples seems to have some 

(Selective in some of their parts, &c., by relation, Did this man sin that he was 

*iuch they kept parents in awe lest they bom blind? that is, did he, when his 

8b(mld grow remiss and negligent in the mother carried him in her womb, do any 

performance of some rites which had foul or enormous thing that might deserve 

^^^peci to their being clean, such as wash- this severe stroke upon him that he 

"»«a and purifyings. should bring this blindness with him into 

"It appears that the ancient opinion the world." — ^Lightfoot, ii. 668. 

01 «X6 JevB was that the infant from its " This is to be explained by the Jewish 

''"t quickening had some stain of sin theory of causes with which, in its national 

?^? **•••. Nay, they went a httle exaggeration, the disciples were fuUy 

imiier, not only timt the infant might imbued. Heavy, mysterious bodily afflic- 

p 2 
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This question seems to proceed from a belief that all affliction in 
this world is the punishment of sin. This was the position which 
Job's friends vainly endeavoured to maintain against him. Many 
explanations have been given of the train of thought which led the 
disciples to put their question to Jesus in this particular form. Bat 
none seems entirely satisfactory. It is not easy to understand in 
what way they thought this man, who had been blind from his birth, 
could have brought on his blindness by sin. The suggestion has been 
made that the disciples used the words of their question in a general 
way, without intending any very accurate or close application of them 
to the circumstances of the case, as for instance, Did this man, or 
since it is out of the question that he could have sinned himself, so as 
to bring on his present blindness, was it from his parents* sin ? Bnt 
after aU explanation there still remains a degree of uncertainty as to 
the exact meaning of the disciples* question. 

3 Jesus answered, Neither (hath this man sinned) nor 
his parents ; but that the works of God should be made 
manifest in him. 

(Alf. DidtidBinanBin.) 

4 [I must work] the works of Him [that sent Me] while 
it is day : the night cometh, when no man can work. 

[S. V. We must work : 8. That Bent ae.] 

5 (As long as) I am in the world, I am the Light of 
the world. 

(Alf. When.) 

By " the day " Jesus means His continuance among men, and by 
"the night*' His departure from them. Day and night are well 
expressed hy the shining and the withdrawal, the departure, of the 
Light of the world. He must work the works which the Father hath 
sent Him to work for the .salvation of man, while He is present with 
them on earth, and before His departure from them. This He says as 
a preparation for the miracle, which He is just about to perform on 
the blind man. 

The property of light is to shine and to enlighten. Jesus, the 
Light of the world, proceeds to open the eyes of the body as well as 
the eyes of the soul of this man, who was bom blind, bom without 
light either of tiie body or of the soul. 

tioDS must be ponishmentB whioh God has necessar^s though not intentional conse- 

annexed to sin. Who by sins has pro- quence of afxaprdyeiy is meant." See 

voked divine justice so as to cause this Liicko /n 7of . — Winer's Grammar of ^'cw 

person's haying been bom blind 7 The Testammt, \\ 48U. 
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6 When He had thus spoken He spat on the ground, 
and made clay of the spittle, [and He anointed the eyes of 
the blind man with the clay,^] 

[8. And He anointed Mb oyeg with Hitfoky; Y. AndHepatHU olsy upon hii 
qres: A. WithHisday.] 

(Margin, Spread the day upon the eyes.) 
(Alf, And spread the clay upon hia eyes.) 

Two views^ very different and ahnost opposite, haye been taken in 
ancient and modem times with respect to the objecti which Jesus had 
in spreading the clay upon the eyes of the blind man* 

Besides calling the attention of the bystanders to the similarity of 
His woiks with those of the Creator, who had at first formed man from 
the dust or clay of the earth, and thus leading them to see the union 
which there was between God the Father and Jesus, who claimed to 
be His Son : besides all this, the ancients thought that Jesus had a 
still further object in anointing his eyes with clay, and that He meant 
to show them that the cure which He then wrought was not brought 
about in a natural way, but by means that were altogether super- 
natural. For they would themselves see that the natural effect of the 
clay was to cause blindness and not to give sight. They thought that He 
also made clay of His spittle to show them that illumination and salva- 
tion was the special property, the natural effect, so to speak, of His 
Hninanity. 

An opinion, which has found some favour in modem times^ is that 
Jesus anointed the eyes of the blind man with clay as an accommoda- 
tion to the prejudices or opinions of the people, and perhaps even with 
the view of increasing the belief of the blind man in His power to cure 
him. It ig maintained that there was, at this very time, a widely 
spread beUef that clay spread over the eyes was in some cases a cure 



He spat on the ground, &c. — " It ment not mnoh nnhke this upon the man 

J^ prohibited amongst them to besmear at Bethesda. 

^e eyes with spittle upon the Sabbath ** 2. While He mingles spittle with dust, 

f^ay upon any medidnal account, although and of that makes a clay to anoint the 

th ^^> ^^^^®d ^ very wholesome for eyes of the blind man, He thereby avoids 

^\! the suspicion of using any kind of charm, 

Both these statements Lightfoot proves and gives rather a demonstration of His 

^jj^J^t^tions from Jewish writers. own divine power when He heals by a 

oo that in this action of our Saviour's method contrary to nature. For clay laid 

we Biay observe : — 1. That He does not upon the eyes, we might believe, should 

^ this sick man with a word as He did rather put out the eyes of one that sees 

^h' ^ ^^* ^^^ chooseth to do a thing, than restore sight to one that had been 

vi' ^^** against their canonical obser- blind. Yea, and further, He gave demon- 

Buon of the Sabbath, designing thereby stration of the divine authority He Him- 

w niake a trial of the man, whether he self had over the Sabbath, when He heak 

?* 80 superstitious that he would not upon that day by the use of means which 

!rj?' ^^^ things to be done upon him had been peouharly prohibited to be used 

«^e Sabbath Day. He made an experi- in it.»'^Iaghtfoot, ii. 670. 
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for blindneBfli and that the spittle of any person who was fasting was 
commonly looked upon as efficacious in some cases of disease of the 
eye, or even of blindness; The authorities that ai*e quoted are suffi- 
cient to proTe that these opinions were at this time, or rather a little 
later, common among the Romans, and they may eyen have been 
known to these Jews. But when the Pharisees tried to disprove 
the truth or reality of the miracle, they never allude to the possibility 
of the cure having been wrought by the use of mere human means. 
Their silence as to the possibility of the clay and the spittle having 
healed the man's blindness by their natural properties was doubtless 
not caused by any want of will to pervert them for their own objects. 
They institute a rigid examination into the case, and all their ingenuity 
is used to prove that the man had never been blind. When that fails 
they silence him ; but they never give the slightest hint that either 
clay or spittle had ever before had any healing power. The reason of 
their silence is plain enough, because they had never heard of such an 
opinion. 

Jesus, having anointed the eyes of the blind man with clay, sends 
him to the Pool of Siloam, probably that the multitude may see him as 
he goes, and with the clay on his eyes, that thus they may more 
distmotly perceive both the blindness and the inadequacy of the means 
which had been used to effect a cure. 

7 And said unto him, [Go, wash in the Pool of Siloam] 
(which is by interpretation, Sent). He went his way 
therefore, and washed, and came seeing.^ 

[A. Go to the Pool of Siloam, and waah.] 
(Alf. Which is interpreted, Sent.) 

^ Which is by intexpretfttion sent tohayebeen the pod dug byHezekiah, 

(6 ^pfi7iy4v€r€u hxtardTs^tyoS') — " The and to be that going nnder the name of 

spring of Siloam discharged itself by a Siloam in Josephns (Wars, t. 10, 4), and 

double stream into a twofold pool. (2 the King's pool in Nehemiah (ii. 14.)"— 

Kings xviii. 17 ; Isaiah vii. 8 ; Kehem. iii. Recovery of Jerusalem^ p. 288. 

15.) The upper pool, which was called "Passing under the rooky face of Ophel, 

Tvh^^ the pool of Siloah ; and the lower^ we came to the Pool of Siloam. We were 

which was called n^ the pool of Shelah. surprised to find it so entire, exactly 

Kow, the former plainly and properly resembling the common prints of it. It 

signifies iirccrraX/i^yof, but not so the is in the form of a parallelogram, and the 

latter. Probably the Eyangelist added waUs aU round are of hewn stones. The 

this parenthesis on purpose to distinguish steps that lead down into it, at the eastexn 

which of the pools the blind man was sent end, are no doubt the same which hsTe 

to wash in, viz., not in the pool Shelah, been there for ages. The water covered 

which signifies kMuv fleeces, but in the bottom to the depth of one or two 

the pool of Sheloah, which signifies feet. At the western end, climbing a 

airsffrahn4yosy sent." — ^Lightfoot, ii. 571. little way into a caye hewn out of a rock, 

" There are two pools of Siloam, a we descended a few steps into the place 

small one, into which the waters from the from which the water flows into the pool. 

Virgin Fount fall after issuing from the It is connected by a long subterranean 

tunnel; the other a larger pool, now passage, running quite througih the neck 

nearly filled up. This latter I suppose to the Fountain of the Virgin, or more 
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The Sinaitic and Vatican MSS. connect the Pool of Siloam with 
the Terb " wash," and not with " Go." This is rendered by the 
Authorised Version, as well as by Alford's Bevision, ** Go, and wash 
in the Pool of Siloam." The Alexandrine MS. reads "Go to the 
Pool of Siloam and wash.'* 

Jesns was the Sent. He had so often repeated to the Jews the 
phrase that He was sent that it coold scarcely fail to attract their 
attention. Siloam also means Sent. What the Pool of Siloam was 
to this blind man — ^viz., the source and fount of light — Jesus was to 
the world. He may have sent this blind man to wash in the Pool of 
Siloam, and to receive sight through the instrumentality of its waters, to 
remind them that He Himself was the Shiloh, " the Messiah," " the 
Sent " by the Father. That Jesus had in His mind some typical reference 
when He sent the blind man to the Pool of Siloam is rendered almost 
certain by the interpretation of its name being given by the Evangelist. 
The Evangelist did not give any interpretation of the term Bethesda, 
which was also a Hebrew word, and probably for the reason that no 
tjfical allusion was intended in the latter name. 

It had been already foretold that the Messiah or Shiloh, or the 
Sent, as the Jews understood it, would open the eyes of the blind. (Isa. 
xxix. 18 ; XXXV. 5.) He, who declared Himself again and again to be 
the Sent, had- jnst opened the eyes of a man bom blind through the 
instnunentality of the waters of a pool called Sent, Yet all this 
awakened in the mind of the Jews no insight into the real character of 



8 The neighbours therefore, and they which before had 
seen him that he was [blind] said, Is not this he that (sat 
and begged ?) 

ra.V.A. Beggar.] 

(Alf. A beggar— Bittetb and beggetb.) 

The Sinaitic, Vatican, and Alexandrine MSS. all read, and they 
which before had seen him that he was a beggar. It has been well 
Temarked that the question of identity would be much more likely to 



properly the Fountain of Siloam, the ** Go waah in the pool {thrayt vl^lfcu 

entranoe to which is a considerable way €ls rii¥ KoKvfifi^epay.) — 4tsr^v KoXvix^Bpav 

l^er up the Valley of Jehoshaphat. is, in regard to the sense, to be connected 

^^ngh this passage the water flows with vwayt, Comp. verse ii : Go into the 

wftly from the fountain till it finds its pool and wash thyself in it. (Comp. 

^ayintothepool, not as generally repre- Luke xxi. 87.) See LiJcke. Though 

8ont€d in pictures by pouring over the yim-tireai its 0d»p is as proper an expres- 

moQth of the cave, but secretly from sion as in aquam macerare, so Jer. xli. 7. 

wneath. Wild flowers, and among other l^afpa^ey ivrobs its rh ^piap, he slew (and 

plants the caper-tree, grow luxuriantly cast) them into the pit. Comp. 1 Maoo. 

jronud its border."— Ifwion to the Jewt vii. 19.— Winer's Qrammar of New Testa- 

jrm Scotland, p. 154. ment, 434. 
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turn on whether he was really the person who had sat and hegged. 
That proved — the whole city would remember — that it was a blind 
beggar who used to sit there. 

The greatness of the miracle, and the alteration of the face from 
that of a blind man to that of one, who sees for the first time in his 
life, of one delighted and amazed by the first sight of creation, must 
have been immense, enough surely to cause them to doubt, whether he 
were the same man or not. 

9 Some said, This is he : [others said, He is like him] : 
(but he said) I am he, 

[S. V. others said, No, but he is like him.] 

(Alf. Othen said, Nay, but he is like him— he said.) 

10 Therefore said they unto him, [How] were thine 
eyes opened ? 

[8. How, therefore.] 

11 He answered [and said], A man that is called Jesus 
made clay, and anointed mine eyes, and said ijnto me, [Go 
to the pool of Siloam], and wash : [and I went] and washed, 
(and I received sight.) 

[S. V. Omit, And said : S. V. Go to Siloam : S. V. I went therefore.] 
(Alf. Omits, And said— Go to Siloam— I went therefore— and received sight.) 

12 [Then said they] unto him, (Where is He? He said,) 
I know not. 

[S. V. And they said : A. They said.] 

(Alt They said— Where is the Man ? He saith.) 

The man himself does not in any way attribute his recovery to the 
natural eflfect of the water of Siloam. He speaks of it merely as the 
instrument in the hand of Jesus for his recoyery. He does not yet 
know that Jesus is God, he knows that his name is Jesus, either by 
common rumour, or. by the report of the bystanders. He could sot 
see Him before the miracle, and after it Jesus had withdrawn Himself. 

13 (They brought) to the Pharisees him that aforetime 
was blind. 

(Alt They bring.) 

14 (And it was the sabbath day when) Jesns made the 
day, and opened his eyes, 

(▲m 2^ow it waa the Sabbath, on (he day when.) 
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15 (Then) again the Pharisees also asked him how he 
(had received) his sight. [He said unto them], He put clay 
upon mine eyes, and I washed, and do see. 

[A. He said also nnto them.] 
(Alf. Therefore— receiyed.) 

16 Therefore said some of the Pharisees, This man is 
not (of God), hecause he keepeth not the sabbath day. 
[Others] said, How can a Man that is a sinner do such 
miracles ? And there was a division among them. 

[S. v. But others.] 
(Alf: From God.) 

17 [They say unto the blind man again]. What sayest 
thou of Him, that He hath opened thine eyes ? He said. 
He is a prophet. 

[S. Y. A. They say therefore : S. Unto the formerly blind man.] 
(Alf. They say therefore.) 

The neighbours of the blind man are the unwitting instrmnents of 
farthering the designs of God. It was probably from no feeling of 
kindliness^ bnt rather of hostility towards Jesns, or from fear of the 
Pharisees, that they bring him to the Pharisees to be examined by 
them. Bnt this was the very way to render this miracle the best 
attested and the most widely known of all His works. 

These Pharisees seem invested with legal authority, and were 
probably a court of the Sanhedrin. They are divided in opinion 
respecting the matter. The one, and probably the eonaUer party, and 
which might include in it Nicodemus, Joseph the ArimatiiaBan, and 
Gamaliel, Pharisees, who sat in the Sanhedrin, and who on other 
occasions counselled fairness and moderation, this party wished to 
form their conclusion solely on the evidence of the case itself. The 
animus of the other party is shown by the prominence which they give 
to the fact that the cure was wrought on the Sabbath Day. They wish 
to prejudge the miracle solely on this ground, without any reference to 
its own merits. This pretended miracle could not be real, or true, 
because it was wrought in violation of God's command to keep the 
Sabbath Day holy. This is their sole argument. Being unable to 
agree, they appe^ to the man's own opinion of Jesus. He, grateful 
and sincere, and uninfluenced by any inferior motives, frankly and 
openly declares that Jesus is a prophet — ^that is, one commissioned by 
God to fulfil His work. They then tuAi to examine the evidence for 
the fact, or rather to see what flaw they can find in the evidence, for 
that is plainly their object. 
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18 (But the Jews) did not believe concerning him, that 
he had been blind, and received his sight, until they called 
the parents of him that had received his sight. 

(Alt The Jews, therefore.) 

19 And they asked them [saying]. Is this your son, 
who ye say was born blind ? how then doth he now see ? 

[S. OmltB, Saying.] 

20 [His parents] answered them, and said, We know 
that this is our son, and that he was bom blind. 

[S. Y. HiB parents, therefore : A. But hia parents.] 
(Alf. His parents answered and said.) 

21 But by what nleans he now seeth, we know not : or 
who (hath opened) his eyes, we know not : [he is of age ; 
ask him] : he (shall) speak for himself. 

[V. Ask him, he is of age : S. Omits, Ask him.] 
(Alf. Opened— ask him : he is of age— will.) 

22 These words (spake) his parents, because they feared 
the Jews : for the Jews had agreed already, that if any man 
(did confess that He was Christ) he should be put out of 
the synagogue.^ 

(Alf. Said— should acknowledge Him as Christ.) 

1 He should be put out of the syna- after-comments of the ETangelists them- 

gogue (&wo<rvpdynyos yitnrraij — * ' So chap. selTCS (e.g. Matt. 1. 1 ; Mark i. 1 ; John i. 17). 

zvi. ii. kwoiTvyayAyovs irotiffovffuf d/iar, no instance of this usage can be found. In 

granting that this is spoken of exoommu- the body of the narratives we read only 

nication, the question may bo whether it of dXjmrrhs the Christ, the Messiah^ wLom 

is to be understood of the ordinary ex- the Jews had long expectedi and who 

communication, that is, from this or that might or might not be identified with the 

synagogue, or the extraordinary, that is, person ** Jesus," according to the spiritiul 

a cutting off from the whole congregation discernment of the individuaL Xpurrhiit 

of Israel. nowhere connected with 'Iircrovr in the 

*« Whosoever is excommunicated by the - Gospels with the exception of Johnxrii. 8, 

President of the Sanhedrin is out off from where it occurs in a prophetic dedanUioD 

the whole congregation of Israel: and if 80 of our Lord, fvo, ytv^Kwaufy rhv lUfof 

then much more so, if it be by the vote of ii\ri6iyoy Behv iced Z» ii,wt<rr4i\as Iri^ovf 

the whole Sanhedrin. And it seems by that Xpi<rrhv : nor is it used without the defi- 

speech i^tfioKov iunhv l|«, they cast out nite article in more than four passages, 

(verse 34) that word K^u (out) was added for Mark ix. 41, i» oyo/iari 5ri Xptardv iart; 

such a signification.*' — Lightfoot, ii. 572. Luke ii. 11, fftmip Zs 4tmp^ Xpurrhs xipas; 

Christ. — To us Christ has become a pro- xxiii. 2, x4yovTa iavrhy Xfuarhp; John 

per name, and as such rejects the definite ix. 22, iivrhv SfiokoyiaiiXpiffr^, where the 

article. But in the Gospel neirratives, if we very exception strengthens the rule. The 

except the headings or prefaces and the turning point is the Besurrection : then, 
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23 (Therefore) said his parents. He is of age: [ask 
him]. 

[A. And ask him.] 
(Alt For this cause.) 

There was no denjing that the man then saw. Their object, there- 
fore, was to proTO that he had never been blind. Hjb parents, cautions 
and afraid of the Pharisees, undertake to answer only what was perfectly 
known to them, not what they had learnt, from the report either of 
their son or of others. Thus ^eir evidence, though unsatisfactory to 
the Pharisees, becomes a more valuable testimony in favour of the 
miracle. 

24 (Then again called they) the man that (was) hlind, 
and said unto him, (Give God the praise) : we know that 
This Man is a sinner. 

(Alf, So they called the second time--had been— Give gbiy to God.) 

25 [He answered and said], Whether He (be) a sinner 
or no, I know not : [one thing] I know, (that, whereas I 
lyas blind, now I see.)* 

[S. V. A. Omit, And said : S. Bat one thing.] 

(Alf. He therefore answered— is— that I, a blind man, now see.) 

26 [Then said they to him again], What did He to 
thee ? How opened He thine eyes ? 

(T* Therefore they said to him : S. They said to him.] 
(Alf. They said therefore.) 

and not till then we hear of Jesns Christ Bishop Middleton in an interesting 

from the lips of contemporazy speakers note {Greek Article, p. 198) reviews thiR 

(i^cts ii. 38 ; iii. 6), and from that time for- subject and giyes the argnments for and 

vard Christ begins to be used as a proper . against, and arrives at a different concln- 

name with or without the article. This sion from the above. He says, " On the 

{act points to a role which ehonld be whole it can hiudly be doubted that the 

strictly observed in translation. In the word Xptrrhsf even during our Saviour's 

^pel narratives dX^iirrbr should always lifetime, had become a Proper Kama, 

^ rendered the Christ, and never Christ though its appellative use was very much 

simply. In some places our translators the more frequent.*' 

have observed this (e.g. Matt. xxvi. 68; i ** Whereas I was blind, now I see 

Mark. viii. 29), and occasionally they have (rwpxhs &y hpr t 0X€irw). &v joined to a 

even oyerdone the translation, rendering Preterite, or an adverb of time, not un- 

^X^icrrbsby tAat Christ, John i. 25; vi. 69, frequently is the Participle Imperfect, 

or the very Christ, John vii. 26, but else- But rv^Xhs Av Upri fi\eir« is, perhaps, 

where under exactly the same conditions being blind (from my infancy). Very pro- 

the article is omitted, e. g. Matt. xvi. 16 ; bably, it is only inasmuch as &pTi refers to 

^v. 5 ; Luke xxiii. 85, 89, &c.*'>- Dr. J. B. the past that A» can be rendered, whereas 

Lifi^tfoot on Bemiion of New Tettament, I was blind." — ^Winer*s Qrammar of New 

p. 100. TeOament, 858. 
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27 He answered them, I have told you ahready, and ye 
did not hear : wherefore would ye hear it again ? Will ye 
also (be) His disciples ? 

(Alt Would ye also become.) 

By the expression, ** Give God the praise/' the translaiora of the 
Aathorised Version have missed the sense of ike words. The meaning 
is not, Give God the praise of this mirade, as their rendering necessi- 
tates. They are all the time attempting to disprove the truth of the 
miracle. The correct translation is that adopted byAlford, ''Give 
gloiy to God ;" and these words are a common form of charging any 
one to speak the truth, amounting almost to an adjuration. Thus, 
Joshua said to Achan, " My son. Give, I pray thee, glory to the Lord 
God of Israel, and make confession unto Him ; and tell me now what 
thou hast done : hide it not from me." (Josh. vii. 19.) The Pharisees 
conjure this man, by an appeal to God, to confess to them the truth of 
his blindness and its cure, which they imply he is not doing. Under 
the pretext of religion they wish to force him to unsay what he had 
ahready said. But he refuses to argue with them on subtleties which 
are beyond him, and which do not concern him. One thing he realizes 
without any possibility of mistake, and on that he is willing to giie 
evidence, on the difference of his present condition from his former. 
He was bom blind ; he now sees. As to how that was brought about 
he sees no good use that will be served in repeating it. Such is his 
gratitude to Jesus that it only knows one limit — viz., that they and all 
should become His disciples, whatever he may mean by that term. 

28 [Then they reviled him,] and said, Thou art His dis- 
ciple : but we are (Moses' disciples.) 

[A. Omits, Then : S. Y. And they reviled him.] 
(Alf. DifloipleB of Moses.) 

29 We know that God (spake) unto Moses : as for this 
(fellow) we know not from whence He is. 

(Alf. Hath spoken— Man.) 

30 The ma^ answered and said unto them, Why herein 
is a marvellous thing, that ye know not from whence He is, 
and yet He (hath opened) mine eyes.^ 

(Alf. Opened.) 

^Wby herein is a marveUous thing Kpa, it oommonly expresses a eonoboxs- 

{iv yiMr6vT^eavfieurT6y itrri). — **In a cnl- tion or admission (yt) of what precedes 

tiyated prose style yiip (for) is the causal (^a). Sane igitnr, oerte igitor, sane 

partide most nsnally employed. Agree- pro rebns oomparatis. In iw yi^ r^f 

ably to its ozigin (oontiaoted from 7c and 99»iu^6v tarty ^ the jeply spedaliyref^ 

• 
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31 [Now] we know that God heareth not sinners : but if 
any man be a worshipper of God, and (doeth) His will, him 
He heareth.^ 

[av. Omita, Now.] 
(Alt Omits, Now— do.) 

32 Since the world began (was it not heard) that any 
man opened the eyes of (one that was bom blind.) 

(Alf. It was never heard— a man bom blind.) 

33 If This Man were not (of God) He could do nothing.^ 

(Alf. From God.) 

In reply to the assertion of the Pharisees that they know not 
whence Jesus is, that is, whether He has heen sent by God, or by the 
devil, the beggar expresses his atter astonishment that, after Jesns has 
opened the eyes of one bom blind, they who were skilled in the Law and 
who were the authorised interpreters of it should be at a loss to 
determine whence He is and by whom He has been sent. He then 
proceeds to prove to them that God must have sent Him. 

84 They answered and said nnto him, Thou wast 
(altogether bom) in sins, and dost thou teach ns ? And they 
(cast him out.) 

(Ifargin. Exoommmiioated him.) 
(Alt WhoUy bom.) 

Jesus Himself said that He was sent by God, and God, as the 
beggar argues, was not accustomed to allow miracles to be wrought for 
the confirmation of lies and hypocrisy. From the very beginning of 



to the Btatement of the Pharisees in yerse rate, an incongruity in allowing the Indi- 

29 (ipa)^ and then subjoins an assertion cative * doeth * in the second clause of the 

M : sane quidem mirum est ; in this at sentence to follow the subjnnctiye 'be* in 

least it is assuredly wonderful."— Winer's the first, both equally depending upon * if ' : 

Grammar of New Tegtamentt 467. one would gladly therefore see a return to 

1 And doeth His wm {koL rh eiXriiM 'do His wiU,* which stood in Tyndale's 

ftvTou »o»J.)-— ♦» As in other passages in Version."— Archbishop Trench on Autho- 

the Authorised Version we have a Sub- rUed Vertiont p: 29. 

jQuctiTe instead of an Indicatiye, an 2 If this man were not of God he 

actual fact dealt with as though it were oould do nothing (^i;i^i|iro&rosirap&eeov, 

0^7 a possible subjunctiye conception, oitK iiHiyaro iroi9tp 6Mv). **Intheconse- 

80 here we haye just the converse, an In- quent clause Ay joined with the ^perfect 

oicative instead of a Subjunctive. It is may sometimes be omitted, as when there 

true that in modem English the Subjune- is Imperfect in the condition and Imperfect 

tive is so (rapidly disappearing, that * If in the conclusion, as in Johnix. S3, ' were 

any man doeth His will * might very weU He not from God, He could do nothing.* " 

PJ*M. Still it was an error when our — ^Winer's Grammar of New Tettament, 

i-nuulators wrote ; and there is, at any 321. 
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the world it had ninrer been heard that any man, however great, had 
ever opened the eyes of one born blind. Moses and the prophets 
wrought many miracles, but it waa the special prerogative of Jesos to 
open the eyes of the blind. Jesus theieibre was greater than Moses. 
The Pharisees prefer to be the disciples of Moaes, he prefers to be tbo 
disciple of Jesus. For unless He were from God He could do nothing, 
He could have no power whatever to open the eyes of the Uind. That 
is a supernatural work and could only be wrought by express p^sussion 
from God. 

Unable to answer his reasoning, the Pharisees accuse him of 
presumption in attempting to teach them. He was altogether bom in 
sin, as his very blindness showed, and he had learnt nothing but sin 
ever since his birth, for him to think of teaching them ! In their 
headlong haste the Pharisees do not see that their two charges against 
this man cannot be both true, the one that he had never been blind at 
all, but was an impostor, the other that his very blindness even from 
his birth was a proof of his sinfrdness. They cast him out from the 
house or building in which they were then assembled, and they cast 
him out of the society of the synagogue. 

The veiy means, which the Pharisees have adopted all through this 
transaction to disprove the truth of the miracle, bring the truth and 
perfection of it more plainly to the light and proclaim to all future ages 
that the evidence for it was such as could not be overthrown. Here is 
the case of a man bom blind miraculously cured by Jesus, who works 
this miracle as a proof of His claim to be God. The witnesses 
respecting it are various, and they are influenced rather by the fear of 
the Pharisees and the consequences of their testimony. They are 
cautious in their evidence and show no officious readiness to testify 
beyond what they actually knew as eye-witnesses. The Pharisees 
have them all before them and sift their evidence to detect any possible 
inaccuracy in it. The neighbours who had known the beggar before 
testify as to his identity, and to that only, that this is the man who 
had been accustomed to sit there and beg. The parents of the man in 
question give evidence, but they scrupulously confine themselves to the 
knowledge of two facts : he is their son, and he was bom blind. The 
man himself gives evidence as to the Person who had healed him, and 
as to the means, the instruments, which He had used for that purpose. 
It was the Man called Jesus who had put clay upon his eyes and bid 
him go wash in the Pool of Siloam, and he went and came seeing. He 
says nothing as to the way in which He had made the clay, because he 
had not seen it, and knew it only by report. They themselves are 
witnesses that the man can now sec. To all this strictly legal evidence, 
and accumulated as it is, the Pharisees are unable to offer a single 
objection. Their only answer is, that it was the Sabbath Day on which 
Jesus had made clay to put upon his eyes, and that this amounted to 
a profanation of tiie day which God had commanded to be kept 
holy. It was therefore impossible, they said, that God could have 
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permitted a mirftcle to be wrought by a man who had thus profaned 
the Sabbath. 

35 [Jesus] heard that they had cast him out : (and 
when he had found him, He said) [unto him], Dost thou 
believe [(on) the Son of God ?] 

[S. And Jesus : S. V. Omit, unto him : S Y. On the Son of Man.] 
(Alf. And He found him and said— in.) 

86 [He answered and said] [(Who) is he, Lord,] that I 
(might believe on Him ?)* 

[V. Omits, Answered and said: A. Omits, and said: S. Lord, and who is He: 
Y. And who is He, Lord*] 

(Alf. And who— may believe in Him.) 

37 [And] Jesus said unto him, Thou hast both seen 
Him, (and it is He that talketh with thee.) 

[S.V. Omit, And.] 

(Alf. Omits, And— and He that talketh with thee is He.) 

38 And he said, (Lord, I believe. And he worshipped 
Him.) 

[S.* Omiis this verse.] 

(Alt I believe Lordt and worshipped Him.) 

When Jesus knew that the Pharisees had cast out the beggar, He 
Bonght for Him. He had ahready, when He gave him the bodily blessing 
of sight, imparted to him some seeds of divine grace. These he had 
used aright. They had brought forth in him abundant fririt. As yet 
no man had ever defended Jesus and confessed himself His disciple 
more openly and in the face of greater danger than this beggar. Jesus 
now seeks him out to impart to him some greater blessing. He had 
opened his eyes solely on his obedience to His command to Go and 
wash in the Pool of Siloam. On his cure the beggar had at once come 
to the conclusion that Jesus must be a prophet, a prophet even greater 
than Moses. But he did not yet know that He was the Son of God. 
Nay, 80 &r was he from having the slightest suspicion of this, that 
when Jesus found him and put to him the question, '' Dost thou 
believe on the Son of God ?" he replied, " Who is he, Lord, that I 
may believe on Him ? " When informed that Jesus, who stood before 
tim, and whom, in consequence of his former blindness, he had then 
seen for the first time, but to whom he owed the gift of sight, that He 
was the Son of God, he falls down and worships Him. 

1 " Who is He, Lord, that I might be- that, Ac. Comp. i. 22."— Winer's Oram- 
hevehiHim(/colT{j^(rT«,if^pi€,Wirt<rr^w(r« mar o/NeW Tettcanent, p. 642. 
<i$&wT^ir; Sc. I wish to know, in orddr 
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It may be that Jesus turned immediately to the people, or it may 
have been after a lapse of some little time when recurring to the healing 
of the blind beggar. The first appears the most probable. 

39 [And Jesus said,] For judgment (I am come) into 
this world, that they which see not (might) see : and that 
they which see (might be made) blind, 

[S.* Omits, And Jesus said.] 
(Alf. Came I — ^may — m&y become.) 

40 [And] some of the Pharisees which were with him 
[heard (these words) and said] unto Him, Are we blind also ? 

[S. V. Omit, And : S. Heard it, and said.] 

(Alf. And those of the Pharisees— these things—Are we also blind.) 

41 Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should 
have no sin : but now ye say. We see : [therefore] your sin 
remaineth. 

[S. V. Omit, Therefore.] 

(Alf. To would not haye sin— omits, therefore.) 

For judgment Jesus came into the world. The Incarnation was a 
trial of men's character, such as had never been before. The poor 
humble souls who, like this beggar, had lived in sin and ignorance 
from want of better instruction were brought to the knowledge of salva- 
tion through Jesus the Incarnate God. The Pharisees, who in the 
pride of intellect and of superior knowledge despised others, also 
despised the lowly estate of the Son of Ood. Their blindness was the 
effect of their pride followed by its natural punishment in this world, 
that is, by an increase of blindness. In the world to come it would 
receive another and a greater punishment. If they were ignorant and 
blind, but humble, and sensible of their blindness, they would ask from 
Him a remedy for their blindness, and they would obtain it. If their 
rejection of Jesus was the result of invincible ignorance, of their 
unavoidable ignorance of Holy Scripture, their sin would be slight in 
comparison with what it is. Now through malice and arrogance they 
persist in their denial of Jesus, they refuse to acknowledge the tmth 
and the power of the miracles which He works to prove that He is sent 
by God, there remains therefore no remedy for their ignorance and unbe- 
lief. . The blind man, who does not know that he is blind, will of course 
refuse the blessing of sight if offered to him. There can be no hope of 
cure for those who are blind but unconscious of it, whether their blind- 
ness be that of the body or that of the soul. So far from seeking for a 
remedy they do not admit that they require one. Like these Pharisees 
they indignaiitly repudiate the slightest imputation of blindness. 
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INTKODTJCTORY NOTE TO CHAPTER X. 



Shepherds and Sheep.— ''The encampment, as yiewed in the 
grey morning lights was one vast forest of camels, with a dense nnder- 
wood of sheep and goats. Presently the whole was in motion. The 
smaller animals assembled in groups, obedient to the call of their 
masters, and followed them away into the distance. Thus disappeared 
flock after flock, each knowing and following its own shepherd. Occa- 
sionally the masses mingled, and for a few moments united ; but this 
caused no confusion, for * a stranger will they not follow : they know 
not the voice of a stranger.' " — Porter's Five Years in Damascus, p. 61. 

'' Often in my wanderings have I sat beside a fountain in the 
midst of these wild-looking shepherds. I have seen their flocks 
gathered round them in one dense mass ; and I have been astonished 
and pleased to observe that this mingling creates no confusion. Each 
shepherd, when he has finished his repast, or when the time of rest is 
over, rises from his place and walks away, calling his sheep or goats, 
and immediately his own flock leaves the throng and follows him." — 
p. 813. 

** We were struck here, as elsewhere, with the wondrous facility 
with which a shepherd managed his flock. His sheep knew his voice, 
and followed him. We noticed him going before them, and them 
coming after him in rank and file. On his uttering a peculiar cry they 
scampered off" to the watering-place ; and he had only to raise his 
voice again to recall them to the pastures. The goats were not so 
obedient, and they were sure to be in the rear. Yet he had command 
of them also." — ^Wilson's Lands of the Bible, ii. p. 222. 

*' The East is and has ever been the land of sheep Job had 

14,000 sheep, and Solomon sacrificed 120,000 at the dedication of the 
Temple. Nor wiQ these numbers seem incredible when examined and 
compared with what now exists in this country. Every year sheep are 
brought down from the north in such multitudes as to confound the 
imagination. In 1858 the interior route was unsafe, and all had to be 
passed along the seaboard. During the months of November and 
December the whole line of coast was covered with them ; they came 
from Northern Syria and &om Mesopotamia, and their shepherds, in^ 
dress, manners, and language closely resemble those of Abraham and 

Job, as I believe The shepherds * put a space between drove 

and drove,' and then lead on softly as Jacob's shepherds did, and for 

Q 
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the same reason. If ihey oyer-driye them the flock dies ; and eyen 
with the greatest care many giye oat, and, to preyent their dying by 
the wayside, are slaughtered and sold to the poor, or are eaten by the 
shepherds themselyes. The flocks are also constantly thinning off as 
they go south by selling on all occasions, and thus the whole conntry 
is supplied. How yast must be the numbers when they first set 
out from the distant deserts of the Euphrates ! " — The Land and th4 
Book, p. 881. 
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CHAPTER X. 

1 Christ is the Door, and the Good Shepherd ; 19 Divers opinions of 
Him; 24 Heproveth by His works that He is Christ the Son of 
Ood; 89 Escapeth the Jews ; 40 And went again beyond Jordan^ 
where many believed on Him. 

This chapter is intimately connected with the one before it. For 
it was the condact of the Pharisees in the last chapter which gave rise 
to our Saviour's teaching in this. After Jesus had opened the eyes of 
the man bom blind, he boldly defended Him as one sent by God and 
professed himseK to be one of His disciples. The Pharisees^ unable 
either to answer his arguments or to resist the force of his testimony 
in favour of Jesus, expelled him from the society of the synagbgae. 
They did not expel him from being a member of their own, or of any 
other sect within the Church, but they excommunicated him so far as 
they were able, and cut him ofif from being any longer a member of the 
Church of God at all. To cast out the man because he believed in 
Jesus was as much as to say that neither was Jesus a member of their 
communion, that so far was Jesus from being the Messiah, that He was 
not even a member of the Jewish Church. 

On this Jesus directs His public teaching so as to explain the 
nature of communion with God through His Church on earth. He 
delivers two parables, or rather two allegories. In the first of these 
he shows that He, Jesus, is the door of the sheepfold, that is, of God'fi 
Church on earth, and that all who enter the fold either as shepherds or 
as sheep must enter through Him, by faith in Him. In the second 
He shows that He is the Good Shepherd, and that the pastors and 
nders of the Church are good in proportion as they resemble Him. 
These two parables, explained as they are by Himself, must have 
proved to the people most clearly and in a manner which they could 
scarcely mistake, who Jesus was and what was the character of His 
Adversaries the Scribes and Pharisees. 

Though these two parables, or allegories, are intended to teach a 
^tiuct lesson, they are partly mixed up together in their structure. 
The parable of the Door is contained in the first ten verses of the 
chapter, and that of the Good Shepherd in the eight foUovmig. 

1 Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that entereth not 
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(by) the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some 
other way, the same is a thief and a robber.^ 

(Alf. Through.) 

2 But he that entereth in (by) the door (is the shepherd 
of the sheep.)* 

(AJf. Through— 18 shepherd of the sheep.) 

8 To him the porter openeth : and the sheep hear his 
voice : and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeih 
them out. 

4 (And when he putteth forth [his own sheep]) he goeth 
before them, and the sheep follow him : (for) they know his 
voice.* 

[S. His own (omits, sheep) : V. All his own (omits, sheep.)] 
(Alf. Omits, And— when he had pat forth all his own— because.; 

6 (And) a stranger (will they not) follow, but will flee 
from him : (for) they know not the voice of strangers. 

{AIL Bat— th^y will not— because.) 

6 This parable spake Jesus unto them: [but] they 
understood not what things they were which He spake unto 
them. 

[S. And.] 

7 (Then) sjwd Jesus [unto them again]. Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. 

[S. Omits, Unto them again.] 
(Alt Therefore.) 



1 See note on xviii. 40. ' They know his voioe.— ** A tnvel- 

* Sheep-fold. — ** It now began to rain ler once asserted to a Syrian ^epheid, 

(on the Lebanon), and at 8.15 we stopped that the sheep knew the dress of their 

for an hour at a Merfih or goat house, master, not his voice. The shepherd, on 

We had seen several of these along the the other hand, asserted it was the voice 

road. They consisted of a large yard, thoy knew. To settle the point, be and 

'Enclosed by a wall of stone like a house, the traveller changed dresses, and vent 

ei^t or ten feet high : a portion being among the sheep. The traveller in the 

covered with a rode flat roof. In the shepherd's dress, called on the sheep, and 

present instance the single doorway was tried to lead them : but * they knew not 

so low that our horses could not enter, his voice,* and never moved. On the 

We therefore took refuge under the high other hand they ran at once to the call 

northern wall. — ^Robinson's Later Be- of their owner, though thus disguised."— 

^tarehetf p. 89* Mission to the Jews from Scotland^ p. 174' 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



COMMENTABT ON ST. JOHN's QOSPBL. 229 

8 ^^11 that ever came [before me] are thieves and robbers : 
but the sheep did not hear them. 

[S. Ornitu, before Me.] 

9 I am the door : (by) Me if any man enter in, he shall 
be saved, and shall go in and out, and (find) pasture. 

(Alt Thiongh— shall find.) 

10 The thief cometh not, but for to dteal and to kill, 
and to destroy : (I am come that ye) [might have life], and 
(that ye might have it more abundantly.) 

[S. Might haye eyerlastmg life.] 

(Alf . I came that they— that they might liave it abnndantly.) 

The pith of the allegory lies in the meaning of the following terms, 
the fold, the door, the porter^ the sheep, and tiie shepherd. Not only 
do these words contain the substance of this allegory, bnt they contain 
the snbstance of His whole teaching. K we understand these terms 
aright, we shall comprehend the main drift of the Gospel, the great 
object of the Incarnation. 

It is seldom possible in a parable to make the two things that are 
compared correspond accurately in every point. Probably all that is 
required or intended is a general resemblance, strong in the particular, 
for which the comparison was instituted. 

The Sheepfold is the Church of God. Formerly this was co- 
extensive with the nation of the Jews, and almost limited to it. After 
the Incamation the door was opened, and the Gospel preached through- 
oat the world, so that men from every nation under heaven could, enter 
the fold. It was from the synagogue, the local representative of this 
fold, that the Pharisees cast out the man who was bom blind. The 
sheepfold, the Church, is to the world at large what the Ark was 
to Noah and his family in the Deluge, the one place of refuge and 
salvation provided by God from the destruction hanging over the world 
through sin. 

The Door of the fold is Jesus Himself. This is the principal 
point in the parable. The Pharisees had cast out the man bom blind 
because he believed in Jesus, and by this parable He teaches them 
that He is the door of the fold, that the only way in which they 
<^ enter the fold of God is through Him, through fflith in Him, 
as the Messiah, the Son of God. There is but one door, through 
which both shepherds and sheep must enter the fold, and Jesus is that 
door. When speaking of the shepherds (verses 2, 7, and 8), He says 
He is the door through which they must enter, and that those who do 
not enter through Him are thieves and robbers, whose object is not the 
good of the sheep, but to gratify their own love of gain, or their own 
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malice, ''to steali and to kill, and to doBtroy." When speaking of the 
sheep (y. 9), He says that He is the door through which all who desire 
to be sayed must enter. The abundance of grace and of spiritaal 
nourishment proyided for those who are in the fold, as well as their 
security from eyil and from fear of eyil through Satan and his agents, 
is beautifully expressed in the words^ " shall go in and out and find 
pasture." 

Jesus the Shepherd may be said to enter through the door, that is, 
through Himself, because He enters the fold by His own authority. 
Other shepherds enter it by the authority which He giyes them. 

The prophets and other holy men of old were shepherds oyer God's 
sheep, before the coming of Christ in the Flesh, but they too entered 
the fold through Him, the door. They came in Hiis^ name and 
by His authority. They are not those who climb up some other way. 
Nor is it yery easy to see exactly who are meant by these words. For 
we haye no accurate account of falseteachers who came before Jesus, 
and who assumed to themselyes either the title of Messiah, or who laid 
claim to His power, and whose object was their own personal gain, or 
to kill and destroy the sheep. It has been thought that Jesus has 
reference here to the deyil, of whom He had spoken in the last chapter 
as a murderer from the beginning. 

In one respect the character of the door into the sheepfold in 
Palestine is singularly calculated to represent the lowly estate of the 
Son of Man. As a rule they are made remarkably low. Thus they 
are fitting emblems of Him who was God, and who yet became Man. 
Thus too they should remind His followers, the shepherds of the 
Church, of the lesson which they haye to learn of Him, to be meek and 
lowly in heart. 

The Porter is the Holy Spirit. He openeth when by His influence 
He draws men into the Church of God, or when He reyeals to them 
the meaning of Holy Scripture. Faith to belieye in Jesus, as the Son 
of God, the Sayiour of the world, is especially the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 

If the expression the porter openeth is to be applied to Jesus, who 
is the Shepherd, the Good Shepherd, it must be in a sense different 
from that in which it is understood of others. It may be that He 
opened to Jesus, when at His Baptism He descended upon Him, and 
bore witness that He was the Son of God, and thus openly and before 
men gaye Him a commission to be the Head oyer the Church, the 
Good Shepherd of the fold. It may also refer to the public sanction 
which all through His Ministry the Holy Spirit gaye to Jesus by 
working cures and miracles and casting out deyils at His wiU and 
command. 

The Bheep are all the disciples of Jesus, all who haye eyer been in 
coyenant with Him, all who are in the Church. The diyision into 
sheep and goats is not made until the Day of Judgment. AH in the 
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ibid are treated as sheep, they are tended with the flame eare of the 
Shepherd, and they feed on tiie same pastnre. Some have thought 
that by the sheep here is meant only the tme sheepi only those who 
shall be acknowledged as snch at the Day of Jadgment, Others think, 
and it would seem with greater probability, that all who enter the 
sheepfold are meant. For Jesus is setting forth his relation to the 
whole fold, to the Ghm'ch militant on earth. He is the door through 
which they must all enter. 

The Shepherd is Jesus Himself. He is the Chief Shepherd, 
oihers are subordinate to Him. In this parable Jesus lays down 
seyeral marks or notes of a true Shepherd. He enters through the 
door. To him the porter openeth. The sheep hear and know his 
Toice. He calls his own sheep by name and leadeth tham out* He 
goeih before them, and the sheep follow him. 

The habits of the shepherds in Palestine, and their almost affec- 
tionate attention to their flocks, are well suited to r^resent the tender 
eare and concern which the shepherd of souls should feel in the welfare 
of his flock. The shepherd of the country goes before his sheep, and 
they follow him. So the Christian shepherd should lead his sheep on 
by his example. He should be first in danger, first in all Christian 
graces, and first in all holy and devout ways* His is not the stinted 
service of the hireling who feels no personal interest in their well-being, 
but the loYe of one who regards them as his own, of one who lores them. 

In the last verse of the parable Jesus compares the objeet of those, 
whom He had before described as thieves and robbers, with His object. 
They came to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. He came. He the 
Word was made Flesh, in order that they might enter the fold, and 
become His sheep, and that they might have life, and that they might 
have it abundantly. The great object of the Incarnation was that His 
brethren in the flesh might be delivered from the bondage of Satan, 
and might receive grace to enable them to walk in EUs steps, and 
afterwards to ascend with Him in glory everlasting. 

From the parable of the door into the sheepfold Jesus passes on to 
that of the Good Shepherd. 

11 I am the Good Shepherd: the Good Shepherd 
(giveth) His life for the sheep. 

(All. Layetti down.) 

12 [But] he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, 
whose ovra the sheep are not (seeth) the wolf coming, and 
leaveth the sheep, and fleeth : and the wolf (catcheth) them, 
and scattereth [tiie sheep.] 

[V. Omits, Bat: S. ▼. Omit, the sheep. J 
(Alf. Beholdeth— teareth.) 
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13 [(The hireling fleeth)], because he is an hireling, 
and careth not for the sheep. 

[S. Y. A.* Omit, the hireling- fleeth.] 
(Alf. Omits, the hireling fleeth.) 

14 I am the Good Shepherd, and (know My sheep), 
[and am known of Mine.] 

[S. ▼. And Mine know Me.] 
(Alf. I know Mine own.) 

15 (As) the Father knoweth Me, (even so know I) the 
Father : and I lay down My ]ife for the sheep. 

(Alf. Even as— and I know.) 

16 And othfer sheep I have, which are not of this fold : 
them also I must bring, and they shall hear My voice: 
(and there shall be one fold and one shepherd.)^ 

(Alf. And they shall become one flock, one shepherd.) 

17 (Therefore) doth My Father love Me, because I lay 
down My life, that I (might) take it again. 

(Alf. For this cause^may.) 

18 [(No man) taketh it] from Me, but I lay it down of 
Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to 
take it again. This commandment' (have I received of My 
Father.)* 

[S. Y. No man hath taken it.] 

(Alf. None— reoeiyed I from my Father.) 

1 Thia fold— One fold, {rrjs AuX^j Shepherd, will gather into a single* flock.'" 

rdvrns — ftia Tof/xvi}) — ** Something of pre- —Archbishop Trench on Authorited 7er- 

oision and beanty is lost at John x. 16, <ton, p. 69. 

by rendering kuK^ and xoXiufri both by fold. " Much attention has been directed by 

'And other sheep 1 have, which are not recent writers to the synonyms of tlie 

of this /old, (hM\rii\ : these also I must New Testament. They have pointed oat 

bring, and they shall hear My voice : and what is lost to the Eng^sh reader by sneh 

there shall be one fold (ir6ifivn) and one confusions as those of &vxj^ fold and 

shepherd.' It is remarkable that in the iroifiirii flock in John x. 16, where in our 

Vulgate there is the same obliteration of Version the same word stands for both, 

the distinction between the two words, though the point of our Lord's teaching 

6vil6 standing for both. Substitute * flock ' depends mainly on the distinction between 

for ' fold ' on the second occasion of its the many folds and the one floeL"—I>r. 

recurring (this was Tyndale's rendering, J. B. Lightfoot on BeviHon of New Tata- 

which we snould not have forsaken), and mentj p. 71. 

it win be at once felt how much the verse ' This Oommandment have I received 

will gain. The Jew and the Qentile are of My Father, (rivnyy r^r irrokiir 

the two 'folds' which Christ, the Good llKafioy xop^ rdv tot^; /u»v.) *' After 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



COMMENTARY ON ST, JOHN'S GOSPEL. 233 

In the former parable Jesus lays down the qualities or characteristics 
of a good shepherd, and in this He claims them for Himself. He 
declares Himself the Good Shepherd. He knows His sheep individaally, 
their excellencies and their deficiencies, He knows the requirements 
of each, and He alone is able to supply them. 

Whether the wolf come to scatter the sheep by disseminating 
heresy, or immorality, or by any other deyice of Satan, the hireling, 
whose eye is fixed solely- on the rewards of the office, and who has but 
slight regard for the interests of the sheep, is unable to offer any 
resistance. He shrinks from the attack, and the reason which is given 
for this is, that he is only an hireling and not the owner of the sheep, 
and consequently that their welfare is not the chief thing which he has 
at heart. The hireling's object is the greatest reward with the least 
labour. 

In the Authorised Version, verse 15 has not been happily rendered. 
It should not stand as an independent sentence. It is intimately 
connected with verse 14, and should not be separated from it. Verso 
15 continues the comparison, and indicates the strength and origin of 
His love for the sheep. It may be paraphrased somewhat in this way. 
As the Father knows and loves Me as His Own Son, and I know and 
love Him as My Father, so in like manner I know and love My sheep, 
and they know and love Me. The standard of love is the love between 
the Fallier and the Son. This too is the cause, as well as the measure, 
of the love between the Son and the sheep. The nearer the human 
love approaches the divine the more pure and perfect it is. The origin 
and the measure of His love for the sheep is the love between Himself 
and the Father, and the proof of His love for the sheep is that He lays 
down His life for them. 

The expression, ''I lay down My life" would almost of itself 
imply that the act was voluntary and only for a time. But this is not 
left to rest on the probable meaning of a single word. It is stated in 
distinct formal propositions as clearly as language can express it. The 
act of laying down His life was so far from being a sign of compulsion, 
or of inferiority to the Father, that it was the mark of union and love 
between Them. The way of Humility, His Passion, His Death on the 
Cross, was the way to bring Honour and Glory and Exaltation to the 
Godhead. 

Jesus here foretells His Death and Eesurrection, and He is at 
some pains to make them comprehend that His Death was voluntary, 
that He had the power but not the will to avoid it. In His instruction 
to the Jews He shows that His Death was by His Own will, and 

verbfl of receiving, borrowing, &c. i.irh has notes merely the proprietor. Christ says 

merely the general meaning of whence. In with strict precision rdvrriv riiv iproXiiv 

^^ erpna^on \dfifiotV€tyirapkrivos the r IS iXafiov Trnpk rov irarpSs /tow." — Winer's 

denotes the person actuaUy delivering or Grammar of New Te$tament, p. 888. 
tendering: in A^/3ayc(ir &x6 nvos, it de- 
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all through His Passion He gave proofs of this. He, who, by His 
secret power, could cause the band of soldiers and officers who were 
sent to take Him to go backward and fiEdl to the ground (x^iii. 6) ; 
He, who, by His touch could heal the ear of Malchus (xviii. 10); 
He, who, after such hours of exhaustion as human nature had neyer 
before experienced, had strength at the last moment before His Death 
to cry with a bud voice, '^ Father, into Thy hands I commend Mj 
Spirit " (Luke xxiii. 46) ; He who could do this showed that He had 
power successfully to resist Death. 

In this parable too we get a glimpse of the nature of the Hypostatic 
Union. Through His Manhood, through His nature as Man, He bid 
down His life. Through His power as God He took it again and rose 
again from the dead. But to lay down His life was not the result of 
"HiB Own single, individual will only, so to speak, it was the joint act 
of Himself and the Father. His Own will is expressed by laying down 
His life, and His Father's wiU is expressed by giving tixe command, 
and by loving Him because He laid down His life. 

But Jesus has other sheep beside those of the Jewish nation, for 
whom He lays down His life. He here intimates that after His Death 
and Besurrection He would send His Apostles and disciples to preach to 
the Gentiles and to gather sheep from among them, sheep who would 
hear His voice. The Jews though His sheep, as a nation, refused to 
bear His voice. Through the preaching of the Gospel the Gentiles 
would be converted to Him and would obey His commands. The fold 
should no longer be confined to the seed of Abraham after the flesh, 
but it should be enlarged so as to contain all who walked in the steps of 
Abraham's faith. They should become one flock under Him, the One 
Shepherd, and in one fold, the Church. Though dispersed among 
different nations and over different quarters of the world, the Church 
forms but one fold, and but one flock, of which Jesus Christ is the One 
Shepherd. 

19 There was a division [therefore] again among the 
SevfB (for) these sayings. 

[8. V. Omit, Therefore.] 
(Alf. Beeaose.) 

20 [(And) many] of them said, He hath a devil, and is 
mad : why hear ye Him ? 

[S. V. Therefore many.] 
(Alf. For.) 

21 [Others] said, These are not the words of Him that 
hath a devil. Can a devil open the eyes of the blind ? 

[S. Bat others.] 
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The answer of those who defend JesoB plainly conneots these two 
parables with the miraculous healing of the man bom blind. That 
event is still so fresh that they appeal to it as a refutation of the 
possibility of His being possessed with a deyil. ** Can a de?il open 
the eyes of the blind ? '* 

It is the custom of deyils to arrogate to themselves the power and 
the honoor dne to God only. The Jews therefore say that Jesus 
is possessed with a devil, because He said that Ood was His Father, 
and that He was the Son of God. They accused Him of being mad, 
or raving like a madman, because He said that He lay down His life 
and that of His Own accord. The first of these appeared contrary to 
fact, for He was then alive ; and the second contrary to the nature of 
things, because no man willingly laid down his own life. To these 
accuBations Jesus makes no reply. He leaves His defence to those 
who believe in Him. 

22 [(And) it was] at Jerusalem the feast of the dedica- 
tion, [and] it was winter.^ 

[Y. It was then: 8. Y. Omit, and.] 

(All Now it was the feast of the dedication at Jerosalem, It was winter.) 

The Feast of the Dedication was the anniversary feast of some 
former dedication of the Temple, and what that was is fixed by the 
time of the year in which it was held. There are descriptions of two 
dedications in Canonical Scripture and oao in Apocryphal. There is a 
very foil relation of the dedication of the first Temple^ of that built 
by Solomon (1 Kings viii.), which seems to have been a model for 
subsequent dedications. This took place in the month Ethanim (v. 2) 
that is part of September and October. Zerubbal;>ers temple was finished 
ftfter their return from Babylon in the month Adar, that is part of Feb- 
roaiy and March (Ezra vi. 15). The account of the dedication which Ezra 
gives, implies that it was held immediately after (v. 16). In this temple 
Antiochus Epiphanes king of Syria set up an idol altar and otherwise pol- 
luted it with every mark of pro&nation b.c. 167. After it had remained 

^ The Feaat of the Bedioatlon.-- lo that the year after, thev inetitnted the 

"The Babbins have a tradition: From space of ei^t days for the flolemniging 

the five and twentieth day of the month that Feast. (Schabh, fol. 21, 2). 
GhiBlea there are eight days of the Encenia **The Feast was instituted in com- 

OT Feast of Dedication, in which time it memoration of their Temple and religion 

18 not lawful either to weep or fast. For being restored to them : the continuance 

when the Greeks entered into the Temple of the Feast for eight days was instituted 

uiey defiled all the oil that was there, in commemoration of that miracle ; both 

Bat when the kingdom of the Asmoneans by the direction of the Scribes, when 

hftd conquered them, they sought and there was not so much as one prophet 

coTild not find but one single vial of oil, throughout the whole land. 
jhat had been laid up under the seal of *' The Passover, Pentecost, and Feast 

fhe chief Priest. Kor was there enough of Tabernacles might not be celebrated in 

^1^ it hat to light for one day. There was any place but Jerusalem, but the Encenia 

^ 8i^at miracle : for they Hghted up the were kept eveirwhere throughout the 

umpsfromthatoilfor eightdaystogetber: whole land.''— lagbtfoot, ii, 677. 
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deserted for three whole years, Judas Maccabseus re-dedicated the 
Temple and replaced the holy vessels, &c. They celebrated the feast 
for eight days, and ordamed t^at the days of the dedication of the 
altar should be kept in their season from year to year by the space 
of eight days, from the five and twentieth day of the month Caslen, 
with mirth and gladness. (1 Maccabees iy. 59.) The month Gasleu or 
Chisleuy was made up of parts of Noyember and December. It was 
the anniversary of this de^cation that is here referred to in verse 22. 

23 (And Jesus walked) in the temple in Solomon's porch.^ 

(Alf. And Jesns was walking.) 

24 Then came the Jews round about Him, and said 
unto Him, (How long dost Thou make us to doubt) ? If 
Thou (be) the Christ, tell us plainly. 

(Alf. How long do8t Thou hold our mind in Buspense ?— art.) 

The interval between the Feast of Tabernacles and the Feast of 
Dedication was about two months. For the former was celebrated at 
the end of September and the latter early in December. Thus all 
that is recorded by St. John between chapter yii. 2, and chapter i. 22. 
must have taken place within these two months. The time which in- 
tervened between this Feast of Dedication and the Passover, at which 
He was crucified, was about three months. All therefore, that 
St. John relates from this time to the end of his Gospel, happened 
in the last three months of our Saviour's life on earth. 

The Evangelist adds that it was winter, either to indicate the 
approach of the Passover, at which He would have to suffer, which 
was in the spring, or, which is far more probable, to account for His 
walking not in the Court of the Temple which was in the open air, 
but in £he porch or arcade or colonnade which ran along the side of 
the Court and which was roofed above as a protection from the weather. 

The Jews were not sincere in saying, " How long dost Thou mate 
make us to doubt? If Thou be the Christ, tell us plainly." Their 
object was not to certify themselves of the truth, but to entrap Jesas 
and to cause Him to commit Himself, and to say something on which 
they could found a charge against Him, either of blasphemy against 
Ood, or of treason against the regal power. 

In reply to their words Jesus says, that He has already declared 

1 Solomon's Poroh. — " Along the east- rows of colmnns. It was of great heightt 

em side of the Temple Court extended and its commanding position on tbe 

Solomon's Porch, where Jesus vwas wont eastern brow of Moriah, over the deep 

to walk (John X. 28), and where ttie multi- vaUey of the Eidron, made it look still 

tude crowded round Peter and John after more so. There were also ranges of 

they had cured the lame man. (Acts iii. cloisters along the other two sides, bnt 

2.) This porch, or ttoa^ consisted of a Josephns does not speak specially of 

doable range of cloisters, between three them.'^-^Ecmdbook of Palestine^ p* H^* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



COMMEHTABY ON 8T« JOHN's GOSPEL. 237 

who He is, and more than that. He has confirmed His declaration 
by snch works as no mere man conld work : that the Father has testi- 
fied in His behalf by allowiag Him^to nse snpematm*al power in 
confirmation of the truth of what He had said. Since they had 
believed neither EQs words nor His works, no farther declaration 
would have any weight with them. He then goes on to assign the 
reason of their nnbelief. He had aheady done this before in words 
Tery similar to those which He now uses. This was not the want of 
plamness or distinctness in His langaage, it was not the want of proof 
of His divine power, but the want of will in themselves to become 
His disciples. Their own schemes of ambition and worldly policy 
wonld not allow them to believe that the son of a carpenter could possibly 
be the Messiah, whatever might be the arguments by which He proved 
His Oneness with the Father, or whatever might be the works by 
which He showed that He was sent by Him. 

26 Jesus answered [them], I told you, and ye (believed) 
not : the works that I do in my Father's name, (they bear 
witness) of Me, 

[B. Omits, fham.] 

(AU: Beliere — ^these bear witness.) 

26 (But) ye believe not, (because) ye are not of My 
siieep, [as I said unto you.] 

[S. y. Omit, as I said nnto you.] 
(Alf. Nerertheless— for.) 

27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and 
they follow Me. 

28 And I give unto them eternal life: and they shall 
never perish, (neither shall any man pluck them) out of 
My hand. 

(All And none shall tear them.) 

29 [My Father], (which gave them Me) is greater than 
all: and (no man) is able (to pluck them) out of [My 
Father's hand.j^ 

[S. The Father: S. Y. the Father's hand.] 

(AIT. Which hath giyen them to Me— none— to tear them.) 

^ ^ Uy Father— My Father's hand.— text exhibits, are so exceedingly nnmer- 

'*hi these and similar places (xix. 13; ons, that when it is discovered that a 

^' i)t while the phraseology is exceed- Church Lesson begins in those placet^ we 

logly Buuple, the yaziations which the may be sure that we haye been pot in 
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80 I and (My Father) are One. (eyw koL o irarnp & &rii^.) 

(Air. The father.) 

He iiiTites them to become His disciples, and promises them 
eternal life, the life of grace here, and the life of gloiy hereafter. He 
shows them that if they become His disciples, hmnan and weak as 
He may appear, no one will be able to draw them from nnder His 
protection against their own consent. If they become His disciples 
and still perish, it will not be because He cannot deliver them, but 
becaase they remove themselves from under His hand. No one could 
take them from God the Father, because He is above all. In like 
manner no one could take them from Jesus, because He and the 
Father are One. Two Persons, they are one substance ; the plural 
verb (ia-fiep) expressing the pluraliiy of Persons, and the neuter 
singular adjective (&) the unity of substance. Because they are 
One in essence, in Godhead, therefore they were One m will and in 
power. 

This passage thus understood was us^d by the early Cbnrch to 
refute some of the heresies of that day. Arguments were drawn from 
the use of the plural verb " we are " {ia-fiev) to disprove the doctrine of 
Sabellius and his followers, who in the third century denied that there 
was a plurality of Persons in the Godhead. From the use of the 
neuter singular adjective one (&), arguments were also drawn to refute 
the opinions of Alius and his followers, who in the fourth century 
denied that the Father and the Son were of one essence or substance. 
Hence arose the use of the word Homoousion, Consubstantial, to 
guard the true faith of the Church, and to denote that the Fa4iier 
and the Son were of the same, not of a like, or different, essence or 
substance. 

That this was the sense, in which the Jews understood these 
words, there can be no question. They took up stones to stone Him, 
because that He, being a Man, made Himself God. His words would 
have been blasphemy, had they not been true. 

31 ([Then] the Jews) took up stones again to stone 
Him. 

[8.V. Omit, Then.] 
(Alf. The Jews therefore.) 



pDBBession of the name of the disturbing repetition of the notin in the foUo^iring 

foree/'— Borgon on The last twelve venes passage is not without special import 6 

Of St, Mark, p. 228. Tar^p ftov, 5t 949^^x4 ^i, fA^tC^r wdrrmw irri 

" At times the repetition of a noun Koi 6v9*\s 96var«u a(nrd(€tw 4k riis x*V^^ ^'* 

(instead of a pronoun) is employed to de- ir»rp6t fiov."— Winer's Cframmar of New 

note an emphatio antithesis Ao- TeitamerOi p. 157. 

eozdisgly, it ^nU be peroeiyed that the 
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32 Jesus answered them, Many good works have I 
shewed you [from My Father] : for which of (those works) 
do ye stone Me ?^ 

[S. y. From the Father.] 
(AK. The Father— these works.) 

33 The Jews answered Him, [saying], For a good work 
we stone Thee not: but for blasphemy: [and] because 
that Thou being a man, makest Thyself God. 

[S. ▼. A. Omit, sayiog— 8. omits, and] 

The Jews had themselyes requested Him to tell them, withoat any 
reservation^ or indistinctness of language, whether He were the Christ, 
intimating that if He were they would worship Him as such. Now 
when He declares that He is God in language which they cannot mis- 
understand, they take up stones to stone Hun, giving as their reason, 
that He, being a Man, made Himself Ood. In the very act of hurling 
the stones at Him they are withheld by some secret power, and Jesus, 
in order as it would seem, to bring out more strongly than ever His 
equality and Oneness with the Father, puts a question to them. He 
had used words, which, as the Jews well saw, could have but one 
meaning, to make Himself equal with God. When they take up 
stones to stone Him, He asks them, For which of the many good 
works it was that they did this ? Was it for raising the dead, or 
healing the sick, or opening the eyes of the blind ? They reply it was 
not for any of His works, but for His words, for the blasphemy of His 
words, because that He, being a Man, made Himself God. 

Jesus acknowledges that they had understood His words aright. 
But He doea not withdraw them. He does not retract in the least. 
He does not soften down His meaning but r^eats and enforces it in 
a different form. He shows them that the word God is used in 
Scripture in two senses ; (1) In a lower sense it is applied to those 
who have a power delegated to them by God : and (2) in the highest 
sense it is the name of the Creator of all things. In the first sense 
they were gods, they were judges and rulers set over the people by 
God. In tiie second sense He was God ; He it was who gave them 
their power and authority. 

34 Jesus answered them, Is it not written [in your law], 
I said, ye are gods t 

[S. In the law.] 

1 Por wliioli of those wor^ do ye neoeflsary prepaiations to do, as in John 

atone Me f (M voTov ahrmp tfyw X. 83. ZA voitr Avrdr %^w \ted(er4 fu ; 

?ii»d(tri /M.) " Sometimes the Present "they had already taken up stones.") 

is employed to denote what is just aboat Winer's Grammar of New TeiUmeMt 



to take place-^what one is intending to p. 280. 
effeett and what he has already made the 
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35 If He called them gods, unto whom the word of 
God came, and the Scripture cannot be (broken) ; 

(Alf. Made yoid.) 

86 Say ye of Him, whom the Father (hath sanctified 
and sent) into the world, Thou blasphemest : because I 
said, I am the Son of God ? 

(Alf. Sanctified and sent.) 

They were called gods by the Psalmist (Ps. Ixxxii. 6-8) and He 
was God, but the difference between them was this, they were called 
gods because the word of God came to them, and gave them a certain 
authority: He was God, because the Father sanctified Him, and 
sent Him into the world, that is, because the fulness of the Godhead 
dwelt in Him bodily. They knew from the testimony of John the 
Baptist, that the Holy Spirit had descended upon Hun, and that a 
voice from the Father had set His seal upon Him, had given His 
highest sanction to Him, and declared that Jesus was His Beloved 
Son, in whom He was well pleased. There was, as His words imply, 
the same difference between Himself and them, mere man thoagh 
he seemed, as the Psalmist had made between the Most High and 
those, who were His children, between those who should die like men, 
and the God that judgeth the earth. 

Jesus then appeals to His words as proving His unity with the 
Father. If they will not believe His teaching, that He is One with 
the Father, that the Father is in Him, and He in the Father, He calls 
on them to examine the character of His works. His works are such 
as no mere man could perform. They must either admit, that He 
wrought them by His power as God, or they must admit, that the 
Father permitted Him to exert supernatural power in confinnation of 
a claim, which is not true, nay of a claim, which they themselves say 
is blasphemy, the highest blasphemy, if it be not true. Reduced to 
this extremity their exasperation knows no bounds, and they attempt 
again to take Him, but He escapes out of their hands, probably by 
giving them another proof of His Almighty power as God, by render- 
ing Himself invisible to them. 

37 If I do not the works of My Father, believe Me not.^ 

38 (But if I do) though ye believe not Me, believe the 



1 If I do not the works of My Father, generally *if not* is expressed more 
{4i6viroL&rh,(ipyaToviraxp6sfiov,&c.), "If frequently by ii 6u than by ^tfi^^^i^ 
I neglect My Father's "works (and thus latter form most commonly signifies ' ex- 
withheld from you the proofs of My divine cept." — ^Winer's Chrammar of New Testa- 
mission, &o.)« In the New Testament mentf p. 499. 
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works [that ye may know, and (believe)], that the Father is 
in Me, [and I in Him.] 

[Y. That ye may know and imdentaiid:—S.V. And I in tho Father.] 
(Alt Bat if I do them-Hmdezstand— and I in the Father.) 

39 Therefore they sought [again] to take Him : (but 
He escaped) out of their hand. 

[S. Omite, again.] 
(Alt And He passed.) 

40 [And went away again] beyond (Jordan)^ [into the 
place] where John at first baptized: (and He abode there.)* 

[S. Omits, into the place : A. He went away therefore again.] 
(Alt The Jordan— and there He tarried.) 

41 And many (resorted) unto Him, and said, (John did) 



1 And went away again beyond Jor- 
dan. — " To go down this road, (leading 
from Jerusalem towards the Jordan) as 
Jesns went down, on foot and with a com- 
pany of men, made a journey of two days. 
A mile below Bethany, in a wUd glen, 
th^ came npon a little spring of pore 
water, then called En-Shemesh, and now 
Imown to trayellers and pilgrims as the 
Apostles* Fomitain. Beneath that spring 
on the hill-side and Jericho in the great 
plain, there was only one spot in which a 
man conld find shade and drink: the 
half-way house, the khan at which 
caravans rested and trayellers slept for 
the night. 

*' In going to and fro, between Galilee 
and Jndffia, Jesns mnst haye often lodged 
in the arches of this khan. The wild 
^en, the desert conntiy dividing two rich 
cities, offered every temptation to daring 
thieves, and nothing was more usual than 
for the people lodging at this inn for the 
night to see nnhappy men, who had been 
robbed, disabled, and left in the snn to 
die. Such a sight mnst have suggested 
the parable of the Good Samaritan, spoken 
iQ the Temple Court : for the Lord's habit 
was to illustrate moral truths by circum- 
stances which were as familiar to His 
hearers as light and air. 

** Early on the second day of His journey, 
Jesns would reach the City of Palms, and 
crossing the Ford into Ferea, would find 
Himself in the dominions of Antipas 



Herod, comparatively free and safe."— 
Dixon's Holy Land, ii. 227. 

> And there He abode.—" In its lower 
course, the sacred stream divided the 
Boman province of Judsa from the semi- 
independent province of Ferea, as in its 
upper course it parted Galilee fxom 
Trachonitis. The eastern bank lying in 
another country to the western, a man 
living near the Ford had the privilege of 
being able to select his own time for ac- 
cepting any process of arrest : unless, in- 
deed, Herod, who was still conducting 
operations on the desert frontier against 
Axetas, should think proper to give him 
up to Filate : an event unlikely to occur, 
even if Pilate could be persuaded to ask 
it, since it was well known in Jewry that 
the procurator was on very bad terms 
with the prince. Filate had been the 
cause of a great dime, which Antipas 
considered, and justiy considered, an in- 
fringement of his sovereign rights. This 
offence is known in history as the Mas- 
sacre of the Galileans. 

' * Under the safeguard of these suspidons 
and animosities between the two rulers, 
Jesus could remain near the Ford : preach- 
ing to the crowds who followed Him from 
Jericho and the hamlets of Ferea : and 
waiting for the time of the great Feast, 
when He proposed to go up with the 
Galihean caravan to Jerusalem and accept 
His appointed crown of thorns.' — ^Dixon's 
Holy Land, ii. 282. 

R 
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no miraole : but all things (that) John spake of this Man 
were true. 

(▲If. Cam»-^olm indeed did— -whatooeter.) 

42 And many believed (on Him) there. 

(▲!£ InHittO 

Jesus withdrew to Bethabara or Bethany beyond Jordan where John 
had baptized Him, He went there probably to recall to the minds of 
those who accompanied Him the testimony which John had at His 
Baptism borne to Him, as well as the testimony of the Father. They 
seem to have held the memory of John in great reverence, and to 
have treasured up his sayings. They reason like men who were open to 
conviction, anxious only to learn the truth* John, as they say, did 
no miracles, and yet we believed his words. Jesus has wrought many 
miracles, and in confirmation of the truth of what He says, why then 
should we not believe Him ? Besides, whatever John said respecting 
Jesus, so far as we are able to judge, was true ; He is, as John said 
He would be, greater than John in His miracles, in the gracious words 
that fall &om His lips, and in the sanctity of His life ; we see that 
John's words are true so far, why should we not believe that they are 
true in all that he said respecting Him : why should we not believe 
that Jesus is, as John said, tne Messiah, the Lamb of God that taketh 
away the sin of the world ? This honesty of heart prepared the way 
for their reception of the truth, and many beUeved on Jesus. Here 
Jesus remained till within a short time of the Passoveri at which He 
should suffer, when He returned again to Jerusalem. 
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INTKODUCTOKY NOTE TO CHAPTER Xi: 



Bethany. — '' Sixty generations of men have come and gone sinee 
that day, yet Bethany (Beth^anyah^ House of the Poor) is still the 
abode of poverty, a heap of stone sheds, mixed with some rains, and 
peopled by a rabble of Arab peasants too lazy to work, too abject to 
thieve. Only two miles from Jerusalem, only one mile from GalUieans' 
Hill, it is yet out of the world : standing on a ledge of bare rock, looking 
down into the Cedron Gorge, across to the opposite lidge of Abu Dis^ 
then into the intricate maze of limestone hills which go dropping from 
shelf to sheUT into the plain of the Dead Sea. A track from Jer^uJem 
to Jericho winds through it, over slippery sheets of stone, on which 
horse and camel find it difficult to keep their feet. A carob here^ and 
a fig tree there, make the absence of verdure more keenly felt. 

" Thjs situation of Bethany, if lonely and exposed, is also command- 
ing and picturesque. At the head of two wadies, covering the chief 
tracks through the wilderness, it is a needful optpost for J erasalem, 
and must have been used as a watch-tower from the earliest limes. 
Some old foundations of Jewish style and bevel would seem to show 
that Bethany was one of those places on the desert edge in which the 
Kings of Judah built watch-towers to protect the walls. Around this 
tower poor people would creep and huddle, throwing up their booths 
and houses beneath its walls, and nothing is more likely in Palestine 
than that such a village should be called by the name of Bethany 
(Beth-anyah) House of the Poor." — Dixon's Holy Land^ ii. p. 205. 

On the derivation of the word Bethany, see a learned dissertation by 
Mr. Deutsch in Dixon's Holy Land, ii. p. 214. 
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CHAPTER XI- 

1 Christ raiseth Lazarus^ four days buried; 45 Many Jews believe; 
47 The high priests and Pharisees gather a council against 
Jesus : 49 Caiaphas prophesieth ; 54 Jesus hid Himself; 65 At 
ilie Passover they inquire after Him, and lay wait for Him. 

The Evangelist St. John here omits many of the sayings of Jesns, 
and at once passes on from the events of Decemher to those of March, 
that is, from His discourse at the Feast of Dedication and His retire- 
ment to Bethany beyond Jordan to the raising of Lazaros from the 
dead only a few days before His Crucii&xion. 

1 Now a certain man was sick^ named Lazaras, (of 
Bethany, the town) of Mary and [her sister] Martha. 

[A. His Bister.] 

(Alf . There was a certain man eiok— from BethoDy, of the town.) 

2 It was that Mary which anointed the Lord with 
ointment, and wiped His feet with her hair, whose brother 
Lazarus was sick.^ 



1 It was that Mary whloh anointed the 
Lord, &o., (ijy St Mapla ^ dX^i^ckra)— * 
(* The Participle Aorist is never employed 
instead of the Participle Future ; certainly 
not in John xi. 2, where the Evangelist 
allades to an event long past, which he 
narrates for the first time in chap, xii.'' 
—Winer's Orammar of New Testament, 
p. 859. 

The following contains the reasons 
that may be urged against referring this 
to the anointing mentioned in the next 
chapter. 

•; The words of xi. 2, * It was that Mary 
which anointed the Lord with ointment, 
and wiped His feet with her hair/ are 
most generaUy construed as pointing to 
that story in the next chapter, xii. 3. 
* Then took)Mary a pound of ointment of 
spikenard very costly, and anointed the 
feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with 
her hair,' which seemeth very improper 
and unconsonant upon these reasons. 

" 1. To what purpose should John use 
such an anticipation f It was neither 



material to the story that he was entering 
on chap, xi, to tell that Maiy anointed 
Christ's feet a good while after He had 
raised her brother: nor was it any other 
than needless to bring in the mention 
of it here, since he was to give the foil 
story of it in the next chapter. 

** 2. The word &\/iif^<ura is of such a tense 
as doth properly denote an action past, 
and so is to be rendered, if it be rendered 
in its full propriety, * It was Mary which 
had anointed.' 

" 8. Whereas no reason can be given why 
John should anticipate it here, if he 
meant it of an anointing that was yet to 
come, a plain and satisfactory refison 
may be given, why he speaks of it here, 
as referring to an anointing past, namely 
because he would show what acquaintance 
and interest Mary had with Clirist, which 
did embolden her to send to Him aboct - 
her sick brother, for she had washed and 
anointed His feet heretofore. The words 
of John therefore point to an action past, 
and indeed they point at that story of the 
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3 (Therefore his sisters) sent nnto Him, saying, Lord, 
behold, he whom Thou lovest is sick. 

(All His sistos thezelore.) 

This is not the beggar Lazarns, whom Jesus described as sitting at 
the gate of the rich man. This Lazaras, from the entertainment 
which he gave to Jesns and from the number of guests that were inrited, 
seems to have lived in circmnstances of comfort and plenty. He is 
generally considered to have been a man of rank as well as of wealth. 
The number of Jews who came to console the sisters on the death 
of their brother, the tomb of Lazarus himself, and the costly ointmentj 
all go to prove that the fiEunily was wealthy. 

Whel^er there were two anointings of Jesus or three, and whether 
these were by different persons or by the same, has been a fruitful 
source of discussion from the earliest times, from the second century 
to the present. It has been occasionally held, though by very few, that 
there were three anointings : but the generality of commentators, and 
certainly those of most weight, have maintained that there were only 
two, the first recorded by St. Luke (vii. 87) in the Pharisee's house, 
but where is not named; the second in Bethany, recorded by St. 
Matthew (xxvi. 6) ; by St. Mark (xiv. 8) ; and by St. John (xii. 8). 

Another question is whether these two anointings of Jesus were by 
different women or by one aud the same. The second anointing, that 
at Bethany, is expressly stated to be by Mary the sister of Lazarus. 
The other anointing is said to have been by ^' a woman in the city, 
which was a sinner." What was the city or who was the woman is not 
mentioned. A few verses after St. Luke relates that Jesus was 
accompanied by the Twelve and by certain women who ministered 
to Him of their substance, and whom He had healed of evil spirits 
and infirmities, and among them He names Mary, called Magdcdenc, 
out of whom went seven devils. Hence it has been concluded that it 
was Mary Magdalene that anointed Jesus here. From the heading 
which the translators of the Authorised Version prefixed to chapter 
vii., it is evident that this was their opinion. But it is nowhere 
expressly stated that it was Mary Magdalene. Supposing this to 
be correct, there still remains another question. Was Mary Magdalene 
the same person as Mary of Bethany, the sister of Lazarus ? Among 
the Fathers, names of very high authority can be quoted as holding this 
opinion. The Church of Rome has founded her office for Mary 

woman-Binner washing the feet of Christ before, hereunto to refer you in his own 

with tears and anointing them with olnt- Gospel, but the passage was so well and 

ment, and wiping them with her hair, renownedly known and recorded by Luke 

(Luke Yii.) It is true indeed that John before, that he relateth to it as to a thing 

who nseth these words that we are upon, of most famous notice and memorial."— 

had not spoken of any snch anointing liightfoot, i. 249. 
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Magdalene on this supposition. It may be said that writers m the 
Western Churchi as a roloi held that Mary Magdalene and Mary 
•of Bethany were the same, while writers in the Eastern CShurch 
thought they were different persons. Of late years the opinion that 
they were not the same seems to have gained ground, but no new 
arguments for it have been adduced. 

Jesus had lately been living at Bethabara, or Bethany, on the east 
side of Jordan, but the Bethany, where Lazarus dwelt, was on the west 
side, about two miles from Jerusalemi at the Moimt of Oliyes. (Mark 
xi. 1,) 

To explain tho connection of Jesus with the family of Lazarus, and 
the interest which He naturally took in its welfare, the Evangehst adds, 
'' It was that Mary which anomted the Lord with ointment and wiped 
His feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.'* Does this 
anointing refer to the one before the sickness of Lazarus, or to the one 
after it? There is nothing in the form of the expression itself to 
decide this. It may refer to an event which had already taken place, 
or it may by anticipation be intended by the Evangelist to refer to the 
anointing, which he himself relates in the next chapter. J£ it refer to 
a former anointing, then Mary, the sister of Lazarus, and Mai; 
Magdalene may have been one and the same. 

The sisters do not ask Jesus to come and heal their brother. But 
their message seems almost to imply a prayer. They state that their 
brother is sick, and remind Jesus of His love for him. 

4 (When Jesus beard that), He said, This sickness is 
not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of 
God (might) be glorified thereby, 

(AU« Bat when Jesiu beard it— may.) 

In language which they could not understand at the time, but 
which, when afterwards understood, would serve as a further confirma- 
tion of their faith, Jesus intimates to his disciples, and prohably also to 
the messenger that was sent to Him, that the sickness of Lasarus will 
not end in his final removal from the scene of trial, but only for a Htne, 
He will be restored to it, and in a way that will increase the honour 
and glory of God among men. For, beholding his miraculous restora* 
tion to life by Jesus, they will be compelled to beUeve that He is tho 
Messiah, the Son of God. 

This was one way in which the sickness of Lazarus would be for 
the glory of God, It is also probable that in using this expression 
Jesus had reference to His Own Death. He knew that the raising of 
Lasarus would be the occasion of His Own Crucifixion. When He 
opened the eyes of the man bom blind the Airy of the Scribes and 
Pharisees was wellnigh without boimds. The raising of Lazarus from 
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the dead would add fuel to their malice. They would gpare no pains 
to fiooompligh His Death. 

6 Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and 
Lazairast 

No reason is given why Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 
Lazams. Donbtless it was from what He knew of them. His love 
was not from the instinctive feeling which a man has to his fellow 
creatnres. It was from His admiration of their lives, of their deeds, 
and from His knowledge of their hearts. With the exception of the 
Evangelist St. John, it is said of only one other, besides this family at 
Bethany that Jesus " loved" them, and that other was the young man 
who had great possessions. (Mark x. 21.) Hence it has been suggested 
(Smith's Bible Dictionary, Article Lazarus), perhaps on too slender 
grounds, that Lazarus might be this young man. Their age might not 
be nnUke, both young men, their social position would seem to 
correspond, and they both possessed virtues in an uncommon degree so 
as to draw forth the love of Jesus. 

The sickness of Lazarus would not appear to have been of a linger- 
ing nature, but sudden and rapid, as if from one of the fevers of 
the country, which terminate fatally in a day or two, and sometimes 
even in the course of a few hours. Hence his death, on the very day 
00 which the messenger is despatched to Jesus, is no indication of 
remissness on the part of his sisters, but of the rapid progress of his 
sickness after bis nrst attack. 

In remaining where He was two days after He received the news of 
Lazarua's sickness, Jesus was consulting for their good, that they 
might have stronger grounds for believing that He was God. In 
all probability Lazarus was dead before the messenger from his sisters 
arrived. For when Jesus came to Bethany he found that he had lain 
in the grave four days already. According to the custom of the 
country he would be buried either on the day of his death or certainly 
on the following day. Two days Jesus had delayed, one day was taken 
up with the journey of the messenger, and one whole day or part of 
another with the journey of Himself and disciples on foot. In allowing 
Las^arus to be buried, and his body to become decomposed, it would 
scarcely be possible for the Jews to deny the reality of the miracle. They 
could not allege that the vital powers had been, as it were, suspended 
for a time by sickness, and then restored by the force of nature. The 
Jews had endeavoured to evade His miracle of opening the eyes of the 
man bom blind by declaring that he had never been blmd. Here there 
would be no possibility of escape. Having been buried four days they 
must acknowledge that Lazarus had been dead, seeing him alive, they 
would be compelled to admit that he had been raised from the dead by 
superhuman power. 
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6 (When He had heard, therefore) that he was sick, He 
abode two days still in the same place where He was. 

(Alf. When, thexefore. He heaid— «t that time He oontinned tiwo dajs.) 

7 Then (after that saith He) [to his disciples], Let ns 
go into Jnd»a [again]. i 

[A. To His diBoiples : 8. Omits, Again.] I 

(Alf. After this He saith.) 

8 (His disciples) say unto Him, (Master, the Jews of late 
sought to stone Thee) : and goest Thou thither again ? 

(Alf. The disdples— Babbi, the Jews were but now seekiiig to stone Thee.) 

9 Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the 
day? If any man walk in the day, he stumbleth not, 
because he seeth the light of this world. 

10 But if a man walk in the night he stumbleth: 
because (there is no light in him). 

(Alf. The light is not in him.) 

It is not usnal for Jeans to announce beforehand to His disciples 
the placa to which He is next going, or the route which He will take. 
On this occasion He does so, because the last time they were in 
Jerusalem the Jews had attempted to stone Him. By way of calming 
their feari before going into Judaea, He declares to them His intention 
to do so. They remind Him of the treatment which He had receiyed 
when last there, and so yivid is their recollection of it that though it 
is now two months since, they speak of it as '* of late,*' or " but now.*' 
He replies that as the time for man's work and man's rest, the hours 
of the day and the night, are arranged by Ood, so the life of Him who 
is the Light of the world, the time forEum to accomplish the salyation 
of man is fixed by God, and cannot be shortened or altered by the 
fickle will of man. Neither haye His disciples anything to fear for 
themselyes in accompanying Him into Judsea. So long as He remains 
with them they need haye no fear of persecution. The time will come 
when the Jews will persecute them, but that will be in the night, when 
He, the Light of the world, shall haye been remoyed from them. Jesns 
is the Light. Whoeyer walks without this Light illuminating his sonl 
by His Holy Spirit, and does not direct his life by His example, he 
will wander from the path of duty, and will stumble and fall into sin 
and error. 

11 These things said He; and (after that) He saith nnto 
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themi Oar friend Lazarus (sleepeth) : but I go» that I may 
awake him out of sleep.^ 

(Alt After tfai«—ifl fallan asleep.) 

12 [Then said His disciples], Lord, if (he sleep), he 
(shall do well). 

[S. V. Then Baid the difldplee unto Him : A. Then said they unto Him.] 
(Alt He 18 fallen asleep— will reooyer.) 

13 Howbeit Jesus spake of [his death] : but they 
thought that He (had spoken of taking) of rest in sleep. 

[S. Of death.] 

(Alt Was speakisg of the taking.) 

14 (Then said Jesus) unto them plainly, Lazarus is 
dead.* 

(Alt Then said Jesns therefore.) 

15 And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there. 



^ These things said He, and after 

tbat said unto them (ravra cTrcv, koL 
furh rovro Kly€i &vToif) neither rmna 
hxtPf nor ptirik rovro is redundant. The 
latter expression indioates a pause. — 
Winer's Grammar of New Testament, 
p. 630. 

> Then said Jesus therefore (t^€ 3vy 
liTcy) — Dr. J. B. Lightfoot points out seve- 
ral inadyertenoies where the same word is 
twice rendcnned in the English Version, or 
where conversely the same English word 
is made to do duty for two Qreek words. 
Of the latter» examples occur in John xi. 
1^ *^Thm {r^€ odv) said Jesus unto 
them plainly," where " then " stands for 
two worda— " then " local and " then " 
aignmentative ; or Bom. vi. 21, *' What 
Mt had ye then (rtva odv Kafnrhtf cixcre 
r6rt) in those thii^is whereof ye are now 
ashamed?" where exactly the same error 
is committed. Of the converse error — 
the donhle rendering of the same word — 
we have an instance in James v. 16, 
voXv iffxv€t 8^<rt5 iucdiov ivtpyoviiivri, 
" The effectual fervent prayer of a right- 
eoQB man avalleth much," where the 
word effectual is worse than superfluous. 
This last rendering I am disposed to 



ascribe to carelessness in eorreeting the 
copy for the press. The word would be 
written down on the copy of the Bishops* 
Bible, which the revisers used, either as 
a tentative correction or an accidental 
gloss; and, not having been erased before 
the copy was sent to the press, would 
appear in the text. In &e Bishops* 
Bible, which the translators had before 
them, the passage runs, **The fervent 
prayer of a righteous man avalleth 
much." — Revinon of New Testament, p. 
182. 

Fountain of the Apostles.— We were 
momentarily in expectation of reaching 
San Saba, when coming to a fountain 
'(welcome object I) I recognised it as the 
one we had passed the day before, within 
an hour of leaving Bethany — the * Foun- 
tain of the Apostles,* it is called — and 
doubtless they often quenched their thirst 
at it ; and He too, who became man, and 
hxmgered and thirsted for our si^e! Why 
might it not have been there, resting 
before the ascent to Be^any, that * Jesus 
said unto them plainly, Lazarus is 
dead ! ' " — ^Lord Lindsay's Letters in Holy 
Land, ii. 67. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



260 COMMENTARY ON BT. JOHN'S GOSPEL. 

to the intent ye may believe : nevertheless let us go nnto 
him.^ 

16 (Then said Thomas, which is called Didymus), mito 
his fellow disciples, Let us also go, that we may die with 
Him, 

(Alf. Tbomas tberefavei wliiob ii called Pidymus, said.) 

Jesus is now in Bethabara, or Bethany, on the east side of Jordan^ 
a day's journey from Bethany near Jerusalem, where Lazarus had lived 
with his sisters. As a preparation for the exertion of bis superhuman 
power in raising Lazarus from the dead, He shows His disciples that, 
though absent from Lazarus, He knew in what condition he was. The 
messenger had stated that he was sick ; Jesus says that he is asleep ; 
he is dead. To them he was dead, to Him he was asleep, because He 
could and would shortly raise him to life again. None of His disciples 
seem to have understood the expression, ** he sleepeth ;" not even 
the three, who had already heard Him use it in a similar case once 
before. (Matt. ix. 24.) But neither the words, nor the miracle that 
had then followed, suggested to their minds His meaning on th^ pre- 
sent occasion. 

The feeling to which Jesus gives utterance, is not sorrow for tbo 
death of His friend Lazarus, but joy that He was not present. He 
was glad for their sokes, as weU as for the sake of others. The 
restoration of Lazarus to life would strengthen their faith in Him as 
God, and it would induce many of the Jews to believe in Him. Had 
He been present Lazarus migot not have died ; had He been present 
sooner, his body would not have become so decomposed ; his resurrec- 
tion to life would not have appeared a miracle so decisivo or so striking 
in the eyes of men. 

Generally it is Peter who is n^ost forward in zeal and devotion to 
his Master ; here it is Thomas, which name is the Hebrew for Didy- 
mus, which is the Greek for Twin-bom^ Bome suppose that he was 
bom in some place that was inhabited by Jews and Greeks promis- 
cuously, and that the Jews called him by his Hebrew name, and the 
Greeks by his Greek* name. His devotion to Jesus is such that he 
proposes to his fellow disciples to accompany Him into JudsBa again, 
and if He be pnt to death they, like true and faitbAU disiciples, should 



1 To the Intent ye may beUeve (koX (that I wm not there), that ye may belieTe, 

Xo^pw 9i2i fifiSf, Tva irc0T/v0*Trrc). '^^Ii'ci t.e,, now ye cannot but believe.** — ^Winer's 

iTiffrtlffiiT^ is added to Zl iyuas by way of Qrammar of New Tettanentt p, 480. 
iUnstration: I rejoice on your account 
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die with Him« It ia not weariness of Ufe, or indifference to deaths 
that Thomas wishes to express, but devotion to his Master. He does 
not say. Let us also go that we may die with Lazams, but. Let ns 
also go that we may die with Jesus, 

17 (Then when) Jesus [came], He found that He had 
lain in the grave four days already, 

[A. Game to Bethany.] 
(Alt When therefore.) 

18 Now Bethany was nigh unto Jerusalem, about fifteen 
furlongs off ;^ 

19 And many of the Jews (came) to Martha and Mary, 
to comfort them concerning their brother, 

(Alt Hadoome.) 

20 Then Martha, (as soon as) she heard that Jesus was 
coming, went (and met Him) : but Mary (sat still) in the 
house, 

(Alt When^to meet Him— wu tittinff.) 

The nearness of Bethany to Jemsalem is mentioned to acconnt for 
the number of Jews who came to console the sisters on their loss, 
induced by the ties either of kindred or of friendship, 

Martha, probably as the elder sister, or at least as the active 
praotieal manager of the house, who Is busied with the affairs of every- 
day life, receives the first intimation of the approach of JesuSi and 
goes to meet him. Mary remains at home, wrapt in silent medi- 
tation and sorrowi and* in all probability, still ignorant that Jesus is 
at hand. 



^ Betlwny was nigh unto Jerusalenit neoeasftry to speoiiV tbe speaker's point 

about fifteen Airlougs off (fy ii Biieayia of view, it would oe expressed in the 

fyyhs rw UooffokiftMP Ss iwh (rraZiuy Genitive. The same applies to temporal 

8c«<nr^rrc, ana John xii. 1, six days before specifioations. As it is usnal to say wp^ 

the Passover {irph ft ^fitp&y rov wdtrxa)* ff ^tiww, the form of expression was re- 

" These expressions, it has been thought tained when it was neoessarv to indicate 

shonld regolarly run thus : As ffra^iovs the point of time from whioh the period 

8cir. kwh Upost and t^ ifi^pcus irpb rou in qnestion was counted, as wph c^ i^p&y 

wdffx^ It would appear, however, that rov wiffxa. However the matter may be 

in 2o{;fl 2 speoifleations, Greek phraseology oonsidered, the faot is, that both these 

was regulated by a different point of view, forms of expression (the Umporal and the 

kwh crrtaiuv 9tK. (properly situated at a local) were of frequent oocurrenoe in 

distanoe of fifteen furlongs, as in Latin, later Greek.— Winer's Orammar of New 

Liv. xxiv. 46. ** Fabius cum a quingentis Te$tamewt^ p. 679. 
fere pasaibafl oastra posuisset.** If it were 
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21 (Then said Martha) nnto JesnSi Lord, if Thou hadst 
been here, my brother had not died. 

(Alf. Martha then said.) 

22 [(But I know that even now)] whatsoever Thou shalt 
ask of God, God will give it Thee.^ 

[S. V. Eyen now I know thai] 
(Alf. And even now I know that.) 

Martha's first words to Jesas express her belief in His power and 
in His love toward her brother — ^that is, her belief in His power as a 
mighty prophet, bat not in His power as God. Of that she seems as 
yet scarcely to have entertained a thonght. She is also ignorant that 
His object in coming is to raise her brother from the dead. She very 
natnraily concludes that it is to comfort her sister and herself in their 
distress. Considering the miracles which Jesus had wrought, and the 
love which He had shown for Lazarus, the sisters may have indulged a 
kind of undefined hope that God, at His intercession, would restore 
their brother to Hfe. Martha does not seem to believe that Jesus, by 
His Own power as God, could raise up her brother, but that God, at 
His intercession might. This was the lesson, which she had now to 
be taught. To lead her into a right state of mind, and to prepare her 
for a fuller and more correct belief in Him, for a belief in Him, not as 
a mighty prophet, but as God. 

23 Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again. 

24 Martha saith unto Him, I know that he shall rise 
again in the resurrection at the Last Day. 

The doctrine of the Besurrection is evidently not new to Martha. 
It may be that Jesus, in His conversations with the family at Bethany, 
had instructed them in it ; or it may have been the common belief of 
the Jews at that time, or at least of a portion or school among them. 
Perhaps both these suppositions are true. It is plain that, in the time 
of the Maccabees about b.o. 160, a belief in the Resurrection was 
widely spread among the Jews (2 Maccab. xii. 43, &c.), and a few 
years after the Crucifixion the Pharisees are mentioned as prominently 
holding this belief. (Acts xxiii. 8.) 

From the general Besurrection at the Last Day Jesus leads the 
thoughts of Ma^ha on to a special and immediate Besurrection, and 
firom a belief in Himself as a prophet to a belief in Him as God. 



1 See note on John zri. 28. 
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Martha had said. Even now I know, that whatsoever Thoa shalt ask 
of God, God will give it Thee. He teaches her that He Himself is 
God, that it is He who raises up the dead, and who gives life to the 
living, that through Him the dead shall rise, and through Him the 
living liye. 

Before Jesus exercised His power as God He seems always to 
have required either from those for whose benefit it is exerted, or from 
the friends who make the request, a beUef in His power as God, in 
His ahility to work the cure which they ask. Probably it was in cases, 
where the patient was from physical causes unable himself to enter- 
tain any belief, that Jesus required, from his friends this belief in His 
power. Before He healed the lunatic child He required the father to 
believe in His power as God. He intimates, too, that the exercise of 
His divine power in healing his son would be in proportion to the 
father's behef in it. (Mark ix. 28.) He healed the man sick of the 
palsy when He saw the great faith of those who brought him. (Mark 
ii. 5.) Lazarus is dead, and Martha makes her request that, by His 
intercession with God, her brother may be restored to life again. Jesus 
explains to her that before He can restore her brother to Ufe she 
must believe that He can do this by His power as God, not by His 
prayer to God. 

25 [Jesus said] unto her, I am the Resurrection and 
the Life : he that believeth in Me, (though he were dead), 
yet shall he live : 

[S. Bat Jesus said.] 
(Alf. Thoogh he die.) 

26 (And whosoever liveth and beheveth in Me shall 
never die). Believest Thou this ? 

(Alt And eveiy one that liyeth and believeth in Me shall not die for evermore.) 

Jesus is the Resnrrection and the Life. He alone can raise the 
dead, and He alone can give life to the living. His words imply that 
if Martha can believe this, her brother shall rise again, even before the 
last day. Jesus is the life of the soid, as well as the life of the body ; 
and when speaking of life He in general means the life of the soid. 
But the subject to which He now more immediately refers is the resur- 
rection of Lazarus from the grave. He therefore uses the word life, 
partly but not entirely with respect to the body. Lazarus, who is dead, 
shall be raised from bodily death through the belief of his sister. 
Those who are stUl living, and who believe in Jesus, shall never die. 
Their bodies shall rest in the grave for a time, and then shall rise 
again. Their souls shall be quickened by His grace here, and shall 
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dwell ¥nth Him hereafter in glory. Jesus is the source of life, both to 
the soul and to the body ; but those who would partake of thia life 
must believe in Him as such. 

27 She saith nnto Him, Yea, Lord : (I believe) that 
Thou art the Christ, the Son of God, (which should come) 
into the world* 

(Alf. I have believed— whioh ii to oome.) 

This oonfession of Martha has been variously interpreted. Some 
have supposed that by His words, '' I am the Besurrection and the 
Life/' &o.y Jesus had opened her eyes as to His real character, and 
that she now for the first time saw clearly that Jesus, the Son of Maiy, 
and her brother's Mend, was in the highest sense the Son of Gk>d, the 
source of life to the dead and to the living. Others again have held 
that Martha may have used these words without entenng mach into 
their meaning* 

28 And when she had so said, she went her way, and 
called Mary her sister secretly, saying. The Master (is come, 
and calleth for thee). 

I. (Alt Ib here, and calleth thee.) 

29 [As soon as] she heard that, she arose quickly, and 
came (unto Him). 

[S. V. And as soon as.] 

(Alf. When she heard that— to Him.) 

30 Now Jesus was not yet come into the town, [(but was 
in that place)] where Martha met Him. 

[S. y* Bat was still in that place.] 
(Alf. But was stiU in the place.) 

31 The Jews then which were with her in the honw, 
(and comforted her), when they saw Mary, that she rose up 
hastily and went out, followed her, [saying, She goetb] 
nnto the grave to weep there. 

[8. Y. Thinking, she goeth.] 

(Alf. And were comforting hei>— thinking thai she was going.) 

. The Evangelist does not relate that Jesns asked for Mary, bnt 
leayes this to be infened from Martha's message to her sister. She 
detiyers her message secretly to avoid the tnmolt which she feared 
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might take place if the Jews knew that Jesas was there. Thinking 
that Mary was going to the grave to weep the Jews accompany her^ 
for such was the castom of the country, and thas they became eye- 
witneases of the raising of Lazams from the grave. Jesus had 
probably remained at the entrance to the town, because the grave 
of Lazarus would be outside. 

82 (Then when Mary was come) where Jesus was, and 
Baw Him, she fell down at His feet, saymg onto Him, Lord, 
if Thou hadst been here my brother had not died* 

(Alt Mairy therefore when ihe oame.) 

Both the sisters greet Jesus with the same words, though Marjr 
stops short, prevented perhaps by the excess of her grief, and does not 
Bay all that her sister had said. But the abundance of her sorrow does 
not prevent the expression of her reverence for Him. Both declare 
that the death of their brother would not have taken place had He been 
present ; meaning either that His love for their brother would have 
saved him from death, or that no such profanation as death could 
possibly take place in His presence. Mary does not go on to express 
in words, as Martha had done, either her conviction or her hope that 
God Would, at His intercession, raise up her brother from the grate. 
Whatever the heart may have felt the lips refused to utter it. 

33 (When Jesus therefore saw) her weeping, and the 
Jews also weeping which oame with her, (He groaned in the 
spirit), and was troubled, 

(Mai|^, He troubled Hinuell.) 

(Alf. Jesns fheiefoxe, when He saw^was greaUy moved in His Bpiiii.) 

Few single words in St. John's Gospel present greater difficulties 
thau the verb which is here translated, *' He groaned, ' {ive/Spi/j/rja-aro.) 
Perhaps the simplest way to ascertain its meaning is to examine the 
sense in which it is used in other places where it occurs. The same 
Verb is used three times in the New Testament, but never in the Sep« 
^^oagint^ According to St. Matthew (iXi 80) and St. Mark (i. 48) it is 
the word Which Jesus used after He had opened the eyes of the blind 
ftQd had cleansed the leper , when he '* straitly charged them 
(^0pifi^aro Adtoi^) that no man should know it." Again the samd 
Word is used by the Jews (Mark xiv. 5) when " they murmured against 
Mwy {iv€fipifi&vTo avrg) for the pretended Waste of the ointment 
which she had poured upon the head of Jesus. Somewhat of the nature 
of rebuke enters into all these meanings. 

As applied to Jesus here and in connection with the expression, He 
tn>abled Himself, it may be that He groaned to give an outward indica- 
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tion of the conflict which was going on internally in His spirit. The 
same kind of straggle may have been going on as afterwards took pku^ 
more sharply in the Agony in the Garden. The cause assigned for His 
groaning was the deatii of Lazams, and the sorrow of his sisters and 
their friends. In other words, it was sin and the sorrow which He saw 
aromid Him, and which sin had caused. The two feelings which 
seemed to animate Him especially at this time were sympathy and 
indignation ; sympathy with the bereaved sisters, and indignation at 
sin and the author of sin, who had caused their distress. It is pro- 
bable that Jesus groaned, not to repress His indignation but to give 
expression to it. Indignation with Him was not an involuntary 
overpowering, irregular rising of the anger, as it is in mere 
man. In Jesus indignation was the holy feeling of anger in all its 
original purity. The object of His indignation was Satan and dn, 
and men only so far as they were the willing instruments of Satan. 
When Jesus saw the havoc of sin, the distress which sin had 
caused to these sisters, and their sorrow was but a specimen of the 
sorrow which filled the world, He groaned in the spirit and troubled 
Himself. 

34 And said, Where have ye laid Him ? (They said) 
unto Him, Lord, come and see. 

(Alf. They say.) 

35 [Jesns] wept, 

[8. And Jesus.] 

Except in special instances, and then only with the object of 
convincing the people of His power as Ood, Jesus does not exercise 
either His divine power or His divine knowledge in the transactions of 
daily life, but confines Himself to that which He could do and could 
know as Man. He therefore asks, " Where have ye laid him ?" By 
this question he arouses their attention, perhaps too He might raise in 
them the expectation of some miraculous work. 

The Man of Sorrows sheds His tears at the sorrows of His Mends, 
and weeps with them. The misery of sin, and especially of the sin of 
unbelief, of which He saw the Jews would soon give an almost 
incredible proof, may have been one cause of His tears. Lazarus had 
been now four days in the grave, to restore him to life again was 
beyond the power of mortal man. But Jesus foresaw that if He should 
raise Lazarus from the dead, the Jews would be so far fi*om confessing, 
that He had done this by His power as God, that they would seek 
to kill both Himself, because He had made this claim, and Lazarns, 
because His living presence among them was a proof of the truth 
of His claim. This might be one reason why Jesus wept. The sorrow 
of the sisters He could heal, by raising their brother from the dead ; 
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for the nnbelief of the Jews, according to the economy of salTation, 
He had no cnre to offer. 

Jesus is bnt three times recorded to have wept, once here at the 
death of Lazarus; again, when He wept over the rebellious city 
Jerusalem (Luke xix. 41) ; and again when His Own sufferings were 
the cause (Heb, v. 7.) 

36 (Then said the Jews), Behold how He loved him I 

(All The JewB therefore said.) 

37 (And) some of them said, Could not (this man), 
which opened the eyes of (the blind) (have caused that even 
this man) should not have died ? 

(Alf. Bat — ^thlB person — the hlind man — ^have oansed also that this man.) 

Only three months before this Jesus 'had opened the eyes of a man 
bom blmd. Through the examination of that miracle by the Pharisees 
the public attention had been drawn to it in an extraordinary degree. 
It bad become known throughout all JudsBa. When then the Jews saw 
Jesus standing over the grave of Lazarus and weeping for his death, 
they were at a loss to understand why the Man, who plainly had the 
power, had not given a proof of His love for Lazarus by preserving him 
from death. They were ignorant that the object of Jesus was to 
do more than prevent Lazarus from dying, that it was to raise him to 
Ufa again after he had been dead and buried four days. His power 
they had witnessed. Of His affection for Lazarus they could not 
entertain a doubt. They beheld how He groaned and troubled Himself 
^hen He saw Mary weeping and the Jews weeping with her. On His 
way to the grave they had seen how He wept. When he arrived at the 
grave they were again witnesses of His trouble. 

38 Jesus therefore again (groaning in Himself) cometh 
to the grave. (It was) a cave, and a stone (lay upon it.)^ 

(Alf. Greatly moved within Himself— now it was — ^lay against it.) 

^ Tombs. — The following are some of has led a holy life. Their tombs are 

»ie different forms of tombs existing in generally placed in some oonspicuous 

i^aleatine. spot, frequently on the top of a mount. 

^' The numerous sepulohral chambers The sepulchre consists of a small apart- 

SToimd Jerusalem are all excayated hori- ment with a cupola oyer it, white-washed 

zontally in the natural or artificial face externally." — Irby and Mangles, p. 67. 

^' the rock .... The entrance is always " Three miles from Mount Tabor there 

^the side, and never from above." — are many sepulchres eut in the rock; 

itobinson's Later Researches, p. 181. some of them are like stone coffins above 

^* There sre in Syria and Egypt numbers ground, others are cut into the rock, like 

of these tombs, which the Arabs erect to graves, some of them having stone oovers 

^® menioiy of any man who they think over them.**— Poooek*8 Travels, ii. 66. 

8 
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Tombs in Palestdne are of two kinds, either dug down in the 
ground like modem grayes, to which our Saviour compares the Scribes 
and Pharisees, '^ for ye are as graves which appear not, and the men, 
that walk over them, are not aware of them " (Luke xi. 44) ; or they 
are hewn in the rock or mound, and are entered at the side like a 
room. These are often natural caves excavated and enlarged at the 
will of the owner. Along the side of this hollow cave or room niches 
are excavated from time to time, as they are required, and in them the 
dead are deposited. The word (en-l) rendered by our translators 
" upon " might have been translated quite as correctly " against." Its 
meaning here must depend on the nature of the tomb, whether it was 
dug in the ground or excavated at the side of a rock. The latter is 
the traditional opinion, and the word cave (inn^Xaiov) rather points 
to this kind of tomb. 

Jesus orders the stone to be removed. Thus they would have 
sensible proofs of the decomposition of the body of Lazarus, proofis 
both by the sight and the smell. Against this Martha gently remon- 
strates. Either she shrunk from the thought of Jesus seeing her 
brother in the condition in which he would now be, or she doubted 
whether it was possible for even Him to restore to life again one who 
had been dead four days. Our Lord's answer to her would rather im- 
ply the latter, it rather indicates some want of belief in Martha. 
She had said, ** Even now I know that whatsoever Thou shalt ask of 
Gody Ood will give unto Thee,^' but when the trial came her futh 
wavered, and she biled to see a ray of hope in His command to 
remove the stone. 

89 Jesns (said), Take ye away the stone. Martha, the 
sister of him that was dead, saith nnto him, Lord, by this 
time he stinketh : (for he hath been dead four days). 

(Alf. Saith — for he hath been four days). 

40 Jesus saith nnto her, ^aid I not unto thee, (that, if 
thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see) the glory of 
God? 

(Alf. If thou believe, thou shalt see.) 



** Instead of the aeres of inscriptionB Olivet and Moriah, the roeky plateau on 

which oover the tombs of Egypt, not a the N. W. and the deep vaUeys of Hinnom 

single letter has been foond in any an- and Jehoshaphat, are aU oemeteries. The 

oient sepulchre of Pale8tine."~Stanley'8 tombs of Jenisalem are far more nn- 

Sinai and Palettine, p. 149. merons than her houses. Many of them 

*' Every hill and valley ronnd the Holy are evidently very ancient, and a few are 

City is thickly studded with these memo- interesting from their historic and sacred 

rials of man's mortality. The summits associations.**~Haikf&ooik (o PoletttM, p. 

of Zion and Bezetha: the slopes of 187. 
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It is nowhere recorded that Jesus had said these identical words 
to Martha. The sahstance of them He had said, perhaps more than 
once. To her messenger He had said, '' This sickness is not nnto 
death, bnt for the glory of Ood, that the Son of Ood may he glorified 
thereby." (▼. 4.) To herself He had said, " Thy brother shall rise 
again" (v. 23) ; and again, '* I am the Resurrection and the Life : He 
that belieyeth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live. And who- 
806Ter liveth and believeth in Me shall never die. Believest then this ?" 
(▼. 250 

He promises Martha that, if she will belieye, He will work a work, 
which will convince the people that its anthor must be Ood, and as 
such they will honom* Him and worship Him. That work is the 
miracnlons restoration of Lazams to life. One condition, which Jesos 
requires for this is, that Martha should believe that He is able to 
doit. 

41 (Then) they took away [the stone (from the place 
where the dead was laid)]. And Jesus (lifted np His eyes), 
and said, Father, I thank Thee that Thoa <hast heard Me). 

[A. The stone where he was : 8. 7. Omit from the plaoe where the dead was had]. 
(Alt So— omits, from the place where the dead was laid— lifted His eyes npwaid— 
heardest Me*) 

42 (And) I knew that Thou hearest Me always : bnt 
(because df the people which stand by) I said it, that they 
may belioTe that Thou hast sent Me. 

(Alf. Tet — ^lor the sake of the multitude which stand around.) 

Snch is the nature of the Hypostatic Umoii, that the Father always 
hears the prayers of His Son. Jesus has not to plead to bend the will 
of a dissentient Father. For there is a unity of will between Him 
and the Father. He gives thanks and offers prayers to the Father for 
the sake of the people, who stand around Him, to prove to them, that 
He is one with the Father and is sent hj the Father. In the presence 
rf the Jews Jesus prays to God, the Father of heaven, that, as a proof 
of their union, Lazarus, who had been dead four days may rise from 
the grave. Jesus does not pray for power to perform the miracle, but 
as a pAof to the people of the unity of will and power, which there is 
tietween the Fallier and Himself. For their sakes too it is that He 
declares, that He is heard, and that the miracle will take place, and in 
confirmation of His words. 

48 And when He (thus had spoken. He cried) with a 
loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. 

(Alf. Had thus spoken. He eried out.) 
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44 (And he that was dead) came forth^ bound hand and 
foot with grave clothes : and his face was bound about wilii 
a napkin, Jesus saith unto them, Loose him and let him 
go.^ 

(Alf. And the dead man;. 

Jesns calls with a loud voice, as a sign of His authority oTcr the 
dead ; perhaps also to indicate, that the separation of the soul and 
body of Lazarus had already taken place, and that the soul was not 
in the grave with the body but in some more distant abode. Jesus 



^ Manneor of Burial.— *' Ou the foUowing 
morning (Oct. 26th) very early, I looked 
from the window, and Baw a bier close to 
the door of a neighbouring house. It 
was a (tainted wooden stand, about seven 
feet by two, raised slightly on four legs, 
with a low gaUery round it, formed of 
uprights far apart, and two cross bars. 
Two strong poles projected at each end 
from the corners. Above it a canopy was 
raised, made of freshly-gathered elastic 
palm branches. They were bent like half 
hoops, and then interlaced and secured 
lengthways, with straight fronds. I 
sketched it, and presently I saw the dead 
body of a man, handsomely dressed, 
brought out and placed upon it. His face 
was covered with a shawl. Four men 
lifted the bier from the ground, and rest- 
ing the poles on their shoulders, bore it 
to the mosque. After a little while, it 
was carried slowly along, passing the Con- 
sulate on its way to the Moslem burial- 
ground, preceded by about forty men 
solemnly silent, and followed by at least 
fifty women and children, shrieking wildly, 
singing and screaming. 
** Between the palm-fronds I could plainly 
see the figure of the dead man, the head 
was foremost. ... He had died just before 
midnight, after a few hours* illness. — 
Bogers' DonuiHc Life in PdUstiTiet p. 
144. 

The BaiBing of Lazarus from the 
Orave. — '* Why do the three earlier Evan- 
gelists not even mention this most stupen- 
dous of Christ's mirades ? The following 
answer has been suggested. They wrote 
in the lifetime of Martha, Mary, and 
Lazarus. Well might one about whom 
there hung the mystery of having passed 
through death desire privacy. Nay, his 
own personal safety required it : for we 
read that the Banhedrin sought his life, 



because that by reason of him man; of 
the Jews went away and believed on Jesns! 

**Not, therefore, till that generation 
had passed away was the miracle pub- 
lished. The last of the Apostles, writing 
sixty years or more after the e?ent, far 
away at Ephesus, records with all the 
vividness of an eye-witness what had sank 
deep into the memoiy of all i^e Twelve. 
So, too, and doubtless for like reason, he 
alone of the Evangelists pubhshes the 
name of him who came to Jesus by night, 
and brought spices to His tomb.*'— Canon 
Norris's Key to the Four Gospels, p. 62. 

" The argument from the silence of the 
Synoptists, which is much insisted upon 
by some critics who have not formed for 
themselves a clear and accurate concep- 
tion of what the Synoptic Gospels are, 
really counts for but little . . . -. 

** The significance of their silence, too, 
has been exaggerated by looking at it in 
the light of modem ideas. To us the 
raising of the dead stands apart from other 
miracles, is a class by itself as peculiarly 
unexampled and incredible. But that it 
was not so regarded at the time when the 
Gospel was written appears from this rery 
narrative, where the Jews are made to ask 
whether He who opened the eyes of the 
blind could not have prevented the death 
of Lazarus altogether. So, in the Synop- 
tists, the answer that Jesus gives to ihe 
disciples of John groups together ereiy 
class of miracle, the raising of tbe dead 
amongst them, without distinction. Simi- 
lar narratives in the Synoptists, in the 
Acts, and in the Old Testament, are gi^ 
without any special relief or emphasis. 
And if the fourth Evangelist himsdf does 
lay more stress upon &em, this belongs 
rather to his own peculiar conceptions than 
to the circle of popularly current ideas."— 
Sanday's Historical Character of t^ 
Fourth Qo^l, p. 185. 
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addresses Lazaras by name and as if living, because the result of His 
command is the re-nnion of his soul and body, as will also take place 
in the resurrection at the last day. (1 Thess. iv. 16). 

Jesus had before bid the Jews remove the stone, and by that 
means, to become more than mere eye-witnesses of the condition in 
which the body of Lazarus then was. Now He commands them to 
loose him, and let him go. By making the Jews themselves assist in 
the circumstantial details, they became, as it were, co-operators with 
Him in the performance of the miracle. They were thus more able 
to bear witness to the truth of the miracle, and were more interested 
in doing so, than if they had been mere spectators of it. 

It is not improbable that his legs were tied together, and his hands 
bomid to his side, to keep them in a straight position, and his face 
covered with a napkin, to prevent the distortion of his features from 
being seen as he was carried to the tomb. 

45 [Then many] of the Jews which (came) to Mary, 
(and had seen) [the things which Jesus did,] believed (on 
Him). 

[S. And many— V. A. VThat He had done.] 

All Many therefore— had oome— and beheld — ^in Him). 

46 But some of them (went their ways) to the Pha- 
risees, and told them what things Jesus had done. 

(Alf. Went away.) 

From the way in which these two sets of Jews are contrasted, it 
is plain that the latter went to the Pharisees with no friendly inten- 
tion towards Jesus. Their object is not to persuade them of the truth 
of the miracle, or to mollify their hatred towards Jesus, but to assist 
them in getting up some accusation against Him. 

47 (Then) gathered the chief priests and the Pharisees* 



^ Then gathered the chief priests and line of argument is suggested by St. John, 

the Pharisees a CoimoU. — **The high People were expecting a Messiah, one who 

pnests, hitherto so calm, appear to have could command the secrets of nature, 

grown uneasy about the public peace. A who could free them from the stranger*s 

meeting of the Sanhedrin being called to yoke, and a man who was reported to 

eonsider these reports, Caiaphas went have raised the dead to life, would be sure 

over from his palace on Zion to the Lish- to draw away the multitude, to excite dis- 

cathha-Gazithto pfeside. As official high turbance, and bring on their city' and 

pneat he had a right to the chief seat ; nation the wrath of Borne. Caiaphas 

DQt in ^bat he laid before the elders, he said nothing about false teaching, for 

must be taken as speaking, not only for what could a philosophic Sadducee care 

himseU, but for Annas, for the Sadducees, whether a mob of dyers and porters 

and for all those politicians who leaned believed in a resurrection, in rewards and 

on Borne. Details are not given, but his punishments or not? Caiaphas had faith 
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a council, and said, (What do we ?^ for) this man doeth 
many miracles. 

(Alf. Therefore— What are we 'doing, seemg that.) 

48 If we let Him thus alone, [all men will believe (on) 
Him] : and the Romans will come and take away both om 
place and nation.' . 

[8. All men belieye on Him]. 
(Alf. In Him). 

So blinded are these Jews by hatred, that they do not see that 
their machinations can have no power against Him, who can open 
the eyes of the blind, and raise the dead. They are unable to 
question the reality of His last miracle, the raising of Lazarus from 
ike dead, nay they admit that Jesus has wrought many miracles. 
They foresee that all the people will believe in Him. They reason that 
the people will wish to make Him their king, and that the Romans 
will use this as a plea to take away their political status, their place 
among nations, and to reduce their country into greater subjection 
than it is even now. All this they propose to avert by a course of the 
most flagrant injustice and iniquity. They have evidently no belief in 
the principle, that righteousness exalteth a nation. 

49 (And one) of them, named Caiaphas, (being the 
high priest that same year), said unto them, Ye know 
nothing at all, 

(Alt And a oertain one— being high priest that year.) 

in the power of Gffisar, and a riot in making thenoe a secret and obscure 

Jemsalem meant to him a visit from ioomey, through a part of Samaria, per- 

Pilate, an addition to the garrison, per- haps of Galilee, passing thence to the 

haps a change of high priest. He lower Jordan and the foid from which He 

hinted that though they had lost much had first set out." — ^Dixon's Holy Londt 

by tumults, they might lose yet more. ii. 287. 

Was it not better that one man should ^ What do we ? {riToiovfuri) ** The In- 
die, than that a whole people should be dicative Present sometimes occurs also in 
swept away. indirect questions, when, in Latin, the 

** Then the Sanhedrin agreed to consider Gonjunctiye would be used, as John li* 

Jesus a dangerous man, a disturber of 47, rl wotdvfitw ; quid faciamus ? what can 

the public peace. Orders to arrest Him we do ? what is to be done ? The Indi- 

were given, and every one who knew of cative, however, here strictly denotes that 

His coming and going was warned to send something must undoubtedly be done, 

news of it to Oaiaphas. The question rl woM/i^r invites deUben- 

*' To avoid this proclamation until His tion (oomp. Acts iv. 16). On the con- 
time should come, Jesus left Bethany trary, rl voiovficr implies that something 
and the living witness of His power, is to be done, and inquires what that is.— 
going first to Ephraim, a place on the Vfiner's Grammarof New Te$tament,p.SS9^ 
edge of the wilderness of Judsa, eight or > The Romana ahaU oome, ^• 
nine miles from Jerusalem on the north, ** ikhfo-oyrai ol Tw/MMt) refers to the ap- 
near Salem and those springs at which proach of ttie Roman armiee.'* — ^Winer's 
He had parted from John the Baptist, Grammar qf New Tegtament, p. 680. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



COICMENTABT ON ST. JOHN's GOSPEL. 263 

50 (Nor consider) that it is expedient [for us]^, that one 
should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish 
not. 

[S. Omits, for Qs—V. For yon.] 
(All! Nor do ye oonflider.) 

61 (And this) he spake not of himself : but b3ing high 
priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus, (should die for 
that nation). 

(Al£ Now this—was about to die for the nation.) 

52 And not for (that nation) only, but that also He 
should gather in one the children of God that (were scat- 
tered) abroad. 

(AIL The nation— «ie scattered.) 

The priesthood was hereditary in the family of Aaron> and the first- 
bom of the oldest branch of it, if he had no legal blemish, was always 
the high priest. After their return from the Captivity this role was 
frequently violated. Of late years the Roman governors had deposed 
one high priest and had substituted another in his place, very much 
according to their own pleasure without any regard ta the Law of 
Moses. It was never limited to one year or to two, but. by the caprice 
of the governors some had beea allowed, to continue high priests for 
a few months, only, others for many years. But there is no reason to 
suppose that the Evangelist here refers to this malpractice. His 
words simply mean that Gaiaphas was. high-priest during that year, 
that year when events of such mighty importance were taking place. 
Gaiaphas or Joseph Gaiaphas had been appointed high-priest by the 
Procurator Valerius Oratus, and he contuiued high-priest for eleven 
years, during the whole procuratorship of Pontius Pilate. 

Gaiaphas did not understand the words which he uttered. It is 
plain from the Evangelist's explanation that Gaiaphas by these words 
meant one thing,, and that the Holy Spirit intended quite another. 
Gaiaphas meant that it was better that one maa^ should die than that 
many should die^ that it was better that Jesus should die than that 
He should be the occasion of involving the whole nation in ruin. But 
the words, \i4uchi the Holy Spirit put into his mouth as high-priest, 
apparently mean that it is expedient that Jesus should die for the 
whole nation, that is, in behalf of the whole nation, instead of, as a 
sacrifice or propitiation for the whole nation. 

Gaiaphas gave his advice as a piece of state policy with a reckless 
indifference as to the innocence of Jesus, or the truth of His claims 
to be Ood. These he seems never to have considered. The political 
status must be preserved. The claims of no one individual, of what- 
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ever nature they might be, could be allowed to interfere with thai. 
Such was his mode of reasoning. The consequence of it was not the 
preservation of its political status, not the prosperity of JudflBa as a 
nation, but its utter ruin and desolation. 

We have the authority of St. John that though Caiaphas himself did 
not attribute any such sense to his words, that the meaning conyeyed 
in them by the Holy Spirit was that Jesus should die for the salvatiou 
of the Jewish nation, and not of the Jewish nation only, but of all 
nations, that by His Death He should gather together in one Church 
all His children, out of every nation under heaven. 

63 (Then from that day) forth they took counsel to- 
gether (for to put) Him to death. 

(All Therefore from that day — ^to put.) 

54 Jesus therefore walked no more openly among the 
Jews ; but (went thence unto a country near to the wilder- 
ness, into a city) called Ephraim, and there (continued) 
[with His disciples].^ 

[S. V. With the diBciples.] 

(Alf. Departed thenoe into the ooantry near the wilderness, to a city — tanied.) 

Several times during His Ministry the people, mistaking what He 
had said for blasphemy against God, and incited by their rulers, had 
taken up stones to stone Him. Now it is a deliberative assembly, the 
great Council of the Jewish nation, led on by Caiaphas the High Priest, 
which resolves to kill Him, and which decides upon this course of 
action after mature deliberation. Jesus as God knows this their decree, 
and as Man He takes the same precaution agadnst it which other men 
would have done. He retires from Jerusalem to Ephraim, a city which 
is about five miles to the north-east of Bethel, and about twenty miles 
from Jerusalem, and not very far from the brook Cherith, near the 



1 Ephraim. — ** Farther still is the dark east from Bethel, which aeoords exactly 

eoniocJ hiU of Tayiheh, with its village with this plaoe. It is also hi^y pro- 

perched aloft, like those of the Apen- hable that the city Ephraim, which 

nines, the probable representative of Abijah,kingofJudah, took from Jeroboam 

Ophrah of Benjamin (Josh, xviii. 28 ; 1 (HChron.ziii. 19)wa8theBamea80phrah) 

8am. ziiil7): in later times *the city — the names are radically identical With 

oaUed Ephraim,* near to the wilderness, this too we may identify the city Ephnim 

to which oar Lord retired, after the rais- of the New Testament, which was * near to 

ing of Lazanis.^—Stanley's Sinai and the wilderness,* and to whidCi oar Lord 

Palestine, p. 214. withdrew with His disciples after the 

**This ancient site appears to corre- raising of Lazarap. Josephas mentioDS 

spond with the position of Ophrah, a city Ephraim as one of the towns taken by 

of Benjamin, to which one band of the Vespasian."— ITond^oofc to PaUttintt P* 

Philistine spoilers went from Michmash. 209. 
It stood, according to Jerome, five miles 
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Jordan^ where about 900 years before the prophet Elijah had hid him- 
self from the anger of Ahab and his wife Jezebel. Here Jesus retires 
with His disciples, probably to prepare Himself by prayer and medita- 
tion for the great straggle with the powers of darkness, which He is 
just abont to commence. 

55 (And the Jews' Passover was nigh at hand) : and 
many (went out of the country up to Jerusalem) before the 
Passover, to purify themselves. 

(Alf. Now the PaBSoyer of the Jews was nigh — ^went up oat of the ootmtry to 
Jerusalem.) 

66 (Then sought they) for Jesus, (and spake) among 
themselves, as they stood in the temple, What think ye, 
that He will not come to the feast ? 

(Alf. So they sought— «nd said.) 

57 Now [both] the chief priests and the Pharisees [had 
given (a commandment)] that, if any man knew where (He 
were), he should shew it, that they might take Him. 

[S. V. A. Omit, Both : 8. V. Had giren command mente.] 
(Alf. Commandment — He was.) 

The Passover was near at hand, the Passover at which Jesns was 
to offer ap Himself as the Lamb that taketh away the sin of the world. 
The people were already flocking from the country into Jerusalem. It 
was the custom to repair to Jerusalem some days before the commence- 
ment of the Feast, in order that those who laboured under any legal 
nncleanness might purify themselves by the requisite sacrifices and 
prayers, and might thus be duly prepared to keep the Passover. The 
rulers and Pharisees had already become impatient of delay, and were 
beginning eagerly to ask each other, whether He would come to the 
Feast. 
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INTRODUCTOEY NOTE TO CHAPTEB III. 



Gathering for the Feast.— '' Coming into Bethany, the neareet 
point of the great road to OaUlaeans' Hill, the caravan broke up ; the 
company dispersed to the sonth and north, some seeking for houses in 
which they could lodge, others fixing on the ground where they meant 
to encamp. Those marched roundi Olivet to the south, following the 
great road, crossing the Cedron by a bridge, and entering the Holy 
City by the Sheep Oate, near Antonia ; these mounted by the short 
path to the top of Olivet, glancing at the flowers and herbage, and 
plucking twigs and branches as they climbed. Some families, having 
brought their tents with them from Galilee, could at once proceed to 
stake the ground ; but the multitude were content with- tixe booths 
called Succoth, built in the same rude style as those iof which their 
father Israel dwelt. 

'' Four stakes being cut and driven in the soil, long reeds were 
drawn, one by one, round and through them. These reeds, being 
in turn crossed and closed with leaves, made a small green bower, open 
on one side only, yielding the women a rude sort of privacy, and 
covering the young ones with a frail defence from both noontide heat 
and midnight dew.. The people had much to do, and veiy little time 
in which it could be done» At sundown, when the shofa sounded, 
Sabbath would begin ; then eveiy hand must cease its. labour, even 
though the tent were unpitched,. the booth unbuilt, the children ex- 
posed, the skies darkening into storm. Consequently the poles must 
be cut, the leaves and branches gathered, the tents fixed, the water 
fetched from the wells, the bread baked, the cattle penned, the beds 
unpacked and spread, the supper of herbs and olives cooked before the 
shofa sounded from the Temple wall. But every one helped. While 
the men drove stakes into the ground and propped them with stones, 
the women wove them together with twigs and leaves, the girls ran off 
to the springs for water, the lads put up the camels and led out the 
sheep to graze. In two or three hours a new. oity had sprung up on 
the Galilseans' Hill — a city of booths and tents — more noisy, perhaps 
more populous, than even the turbulent city within the walls. 

** This Oaliheans' Hill made only one field in a great landscape of 
booths and tents. All Jewry had sent up her children to the feast, 
and each province arrayed its members on a particular site. The men 
of Sharon swarmed over Mount Gideon, the men of Hebron occupied 
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the Plain of Bephaim. From Pilate's roof on Mount Zion the lines 
and groups of this vast encampment could be followed by an observer's 
eye down the yalley of Gihon, peeping from among the fruit-trees 
about Siloam, dotting the long plain of Bephaim, trespassing even on 
the Mount of Offence, and darkening the grand masses of hill from 
Olivet towards Mizpeh. All Jewry appeared to be encamped about 
the Temple Mount. 

" From sundown all was quiet on the hill-sides and on the yalley^ 
culy the priests and doctors, the Temple guards, the money-changers, 
the pigeon-dealers, the bakers of shew-bread, the altar-servants l^ing 
astir and at their work. There was no Sabbath in sacred things. But 
everywhere, save in the Temple Courts, traffic was stayed, movement 
arrested, life itself all but extinct." — ^Dixon's Holy Landy iL p. 244. 

Lazarus.— " These cowering Arabs still call Bethany El 
Azariyeh, from the name of Lazarus, said in their country traditions to 
have been the village sheikh. Frofi what is told by St. John it may 
be inferred that Lazarus was rich, well known, and of good repute — to 
wit, from his dwelling in a large house, fit>m his habit of receiving 
gaests, from the costly unguents used by his sister, from his owning a 
rock-hewn sepulchre, from the concourse of Jews who came over to 
mourn for him when he died. He may have been all that these Arabs 
say — the sheikh of a poor village of lepers and paupers — in which case 
the excavated chamber now shown may have been Us tomb." — ^Dixon's 
Holy Land, ii. p. 206. 
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IV. 

His Passion in Jebttsalem DusiNa the Week of the Foubth 
Pabsoveb. His Besubbection, &c., including Ghaptsbs 

xn.— XXI. 



CHAPTER xn. 

1 Jesua excuaeth Mary anointing His feet ; 9 TJie people flock to see 
Lazarus; 10 The high priests consult to kill Hint; 12 Chmt 
rideth into Jerusalem; 20 Greeks desire to see Jesus; 23 He fore- 
teUeth His Death ; 37 The Jews are generally blinded ; 42 Yet 
many chief rulers believe but do not confess Him ; 44 Therefore 
Jesus caUeth earnestly for confession of faith. 

The following Calendar of the Passover- week is taken from Lightfoot 
(ii. 586) :— 



ThB DaT or THB 

Month : 

Nisan 
IX. 



XI. 



XII. 



xm. 

XIV. 



XV. 
XVI. 
XVII. 



Wsn. 
The Sabbath. 



Bonday. 



Monday. 



Taesday. 



Wednesday. 
Thursday. 



Friday. 

Saturday. 

The Lord's Day. 



Thb Eyanoslists* Aocount. 

VI Days before the Passover, Jesus snps irith 
Lazarus at the going out of the Sabbath, 
when- according to the custom of that country 
their suppers were jnore liberal. 

V Days before the Passover, Jesus goes to 
Jerusalem on an ass, and in the evening re- 
turns to Bethany (Mark xi. 11). On tbis 
day the lamb was taken, and kept till tbe 
Passover (Exod. xii^), on which day this Lamb 
of God presented Himself, who was the Anti- 
type of that rite. 

rV Days before the Passover, He goes to Jem- 
salem again : eurseth the unfruitful fig-tree 
(Matt. zxi. 18 ; Mark xi. 12) ; in the evening 
He returns again to Bethany (Mark xi. 19). 

Ill Days before the Passover, He goes again to 
Jerusalem : His disciples observe how the fig- 
tree was withered (Mark xi. 20). In the 
evening going back to Bethany, and sitting on 
the Mount of Olives, He foretelleth the 
destruction of the Temple and city (Matt, 
xxiv.), and discourses those things which are 
contained in Matt. xxv. 

This day He passeth away in Bethany. At tbe 
coming in of this ni»?ht, the whole nation 
apply themselves to put away all leaven. 

He sends two of His disciples to get ready the 
Passover. He Himself enters Jerusalem in 
the afternoon. In the evening eats the 
Passover, institutes the Eucharist : is taken, 
and almost all the night had before the Courts 
of Judicature. 

Afternoon, He is crucified. 

He keeps the Sabbath in the grave. 

He riseth again. 
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' In the last two yerses of the preceding chapter we are told how the 
chief priests and the Pharisees were eagerly watching for the arriyal 
of Jesus at Jerasalemi and how they had given commandment, that if 
any man knew where He was, he should show it, that they might take 
Him. In the first Terse of this chapter it is related how six days 
before the Passover Jesns came not to Jemsalem, but to Bethany. The 
distance between Bethany and Ephraim, the place last named as the 
abode of Jesns, would be much the same as between Jemsalem and 
Ephraimy that ib, about twenty miles. 

1 (Then Jesus) six days before the Passover came to 
Bethany, where Lazarus was [which had been dead, whom 
He raised] from the dead.^ 

[S. V. Omit, which had been dead : S. V. A. whom JesoB niaed.] 
(Alf. JeBOBthen — ^whom Jesus raiBed.) 

The Passover was on the fourteenth day of the month Nisan, 
which this year happened on a Thnrsday. Six days, or the sixth day 
before the Passoyer, would be the Jewish Sabbath, which lasted from 
sanset on Friday to the same hour on Saturday. This supper, there- 
fore would be on the eyening of Saturday, the day on which the Sab- 
bath ended. Lightfoot (ii. 586) says on the authority of Maimonides, 
that the Jews were accustomed to have a more liberal supper than 
nsaal in the evening of the day on which the Sabbath ended. We are 
not told whether Jesus had come direct from Ephraim, or how much of 
the journey he had travelled on the day on which He came to Bethany, 
or at what part of the day He arrived there. 

The expression, " where Lazarus was," does not preclude the possi- 
bility of his having accompanied Jesus with His other disciples to 
Ephraim. This conjecture receives some countenance from the men- 
tion incidentally made in the 9th verse, that much people of the Jews 
came to Bethany that they might see Lazarus, whom Jesus had raised 
from the dead, as if they had not been able to satisfy their curiosity in 
the interval since his resurrection, on account of his absence from 
Bethany. 

At Bethany they made Him a supper. The Evangelist does not 
say who made Him a supper. It was probably the sisters and 
liazarus who did this, as they are the only persons here mentioned by 
name. St. Matthew (xxvi. 6) and St. Mark (xiv. 8), both relate that 
He was received on tlus occasion in the house of Simon the leper. St. 

1 Whore Lazarus was, wbloh had The sense, as he observes, is, * where 

been dead ($wov Ijv AdCapos 6 rtevriKt&s)^ Lazams was, he who had been dead.' 

** Harkland rightly censures the Latin His objection does not, and is not, meant 

Versions for rendering, nbi Lazams foit to apply to the English Version." — ^Bishop 

mortaoB, and thus overlooking the Article. Middleton on Oruk ArtieUt p. 857. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



270 



GOMMENTABY ON ST. JOHN S GOSPEL. 



John relates that Martha and Mary and Lazaros are present. Martha 
serves, Lazaras is one of the guests, and Mary, who is evidently no 
stranger in the honse, anoints the feet of Jesns with the precious oint- 
ment. The probability is, that Simon the leper was a near relatiTe of 
Lazarus and his sisters. Some have supposed that he was their &ther, 
and that he is called the leper because he was once a leper, and had 
been miraculously cleansed by Jesus. If he were a leper and still 
living, he would not be able to entertain guests, but woidd be cut off 
from all social intercourse with his friends. 

2 (There they made Him a supper): and Martha served: 
but Lazarus was one of them that sat at the table with 
Him. 

(Alf. So they made Him a sapper there.) 

8 Then took Mary a pound of ointment (of 8pikenard)\ 
very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his 
feet with her hair ; and the house was filled with the odour 
of the ointment.' 

(Alf. Of pure spikenard.) 

As a gaest at the table Lazaras wotdd f rove the reality of his 
resurrection^ aad would amply dispose of any rumours to the .effect that 



1 E^ikeinazd. — Dx. Johnson in his Dic- 
tionary givoB the foUoiving aocount of 
spikenard: — **A «plant, and the oil or 
balsam produced ibom the plant. 

** There are three sorts of spikenard. 1. 
The Indian spikenard is most famons. 
It is a congeries of fibrous substances 
adhering to tiie npper part of the root, of 
an agreeable aromatic and bitterish taste. 
It grows plentifully in Java. It has been 
known to the medical writers of all ages. 
2. Celtic spikenard is an eblong reot, of 
an irregular figure, a fragrant and aro- 
matic but not very pleasant smell. It 
had its name from Geltie Qaul, and is 
BtiU found in great abundance on the 
Alpine and Pyrenean mountains. 8. 
Mountain spikenard is a moderately'luge 
oblong root of a plant of the yalerian 
kind, its smell and qualities resembling 
those of the Celtic spikenard'* {ed. 1705). 

'* Alexander now led his army into the 
Gedrosian desert. The march, at the out- 
set, did not threaten that accumulation 
of suffering and calamity by which it was 



subsequently attended. It lay through a 
part of the province where the heaX of 
the climate favoured the growth of aro- 
matic plants. The myrrh-bearing shrub 
grew there in profusion, and the bob 
which produces nard was equally abundant 
The latter, trodden under foot by the 
Grecian hoM, sent forth into the air *a 
stream of rich distilled perfume,' which 
delighted the sense. Following the army 
for commercial purposes were some PhoB- 
nician merchants who loaded their cattle 
with a rich burden of nard and mynb, 
which, however, they did not long retain." 
— ^Milford's Hiitory ofOreecet ehap. liz. toI. 
sriii. p. 177. 

s With the odour of the ointment (k 
•njs icfi^s Tov fi^pov)— " We must not 
n^ard ^k riif 6<riiiis as merely equivalent 
to a Genitive, but as denoting especially 
that whenee the filling of the house wtf 
come : it was filled wiUi (from) the odoar 
of the ointment (with fragrance).**— 
Winer's Orammar of New TeUament, p* 
314. 
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Jesus had only raised a spectre from the graTe, and not the yeritable 
body of Lazams himself. 

The literal translation is ointment of nard pistic {vdpSov irumicfjsi) 
Tory costly. Nothing whateyer is known respecting the meaning of 
the word *' pistic." Five or six different meanings luiye been assigned 
to it, bat aU founded <on conjectmre.^ Some haye supposed that it 
referred to the place from which the nard was obtained, others to the 
nature or quality of the nard itself. In this uncertainty as to its real 
meaning, Bishop Taylor, in his Life of Christ (sect. 15) prefers to leaye 
the word untranslated thus, ** Ointment of Nard Pistick." 

St. John says that it was Mary who anointed Jesus on this occasion. 
St. Matthew (xzyi. 7), and SL Mark (xiy. 8) merely say it was a 
woman. St. John ¥m)te His Ooapel last and at a time when all cause 
for silence as to her name may haye disappeared. St. John says that 
she anointed the feet of Jesus. St. Matthew and St. Mark say that 
she poured the ointment on His head, and St. Mark adds that she 
brake the box and poured it on Wls head. The probability is that she 
brake the box and poured the ointment on His head, and then with the 
remainder anointed His feet, or the reyerse. The wiping His feet 
with her hair is supposed by many to haye preceded the anointing 
of them. There is nothing in the language of the narratiye itseS 
which is inconsistent with this yiew. She would wipe them to remoye 
the dust which the open sandal would haye allowed to gather round 
them on His journey, and thus to prepare them for the ointment which 
was too costly to be wiped off His feet by her hair. Besides Mary's 
object was to anoint the feet of Jesus, not her own hair. Jesus would 
reach Bethany perhaps wearied with the heat of the sun, and the toil 
of His journey. Mary would deem no office unbecoming her that 
would proye her laye to Him who had shown them, in a manner which 
they could most thoroughly appreciate, that He was indeed the Resur- 
rection and the Life. Listead of ministering to personal yanity and to 
sin, her hair would receiye honour in being employed to wipe off the 
dust from the wearied feet of the Son of God. 

4 ([Then saith] one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot^ 
[Simon's son], which should betray him), 

[S. V. But saith : S. V. Omit, Simoii's san.] 

(Alf. Then saith Judas Iseariot, Simon's son.-one of His disciples, which was ahout 
to betray Him.) 

5 Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred 
pence, and given to the poor ?* 

^ See Cornelius H Lapide. See also Twelve, was a Jew of Judsa, not of Ga- 

Wner'B Grammar of New Tutament,^. IIO. lilee; a man dose and secret, fond of 

* Three hundred pence. — ** Judas, son money and of power, inclined to Essenio 

of Simon, the last and lowest of the views and habits, a narrow bigot in heart 
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6 This he said, not (that) he cared for the poor : but 
because he was a thief, ([and had the bag, and bare what] 
was put therein).^ 

[S. V. And haYing the bag bare what.] 

(Alf. Beoaase— and kept the bag, and took away what was put therein.) 

St. John said it was Judas who murmured. The other Evangelists 
do not mention Judas by name. St. Matthew (xxvi. 8) says, " When 
His disciples saw it, they had indignation, saying, to what purpose is 
this waste ? " St. Mark (xiv. 4) says, " There were some that had 
indignation in themselves." The explanation probably is that it was 
Judas who began the murmuring, who first gave utterance to this 
feeling of dissatisfaction, and who, by representing it as a waste, and a 
waste of what might have been so useful to the poor, induced the 
others to join in his indignation. From what we elsewhere know of 
the other disciples, their indignation would be sincere and honest, 
though misplaced, that of Judas would be only a cloak to hide his 
disappointment at missing so much from his grasp. 

St. Matthew (xxvi. 9) says the ointment might have been sold 
" for much ;" St. John ^* for three hundred pence ;'* and St. Mark (xiv. 
5) " for more than three hundred pence." This is another of those 
apparent discrepancies between the Evangelists, but where there is in 
reality no contradiction. 



and brain. His office among the brethren 
was not to teaoh and preach, but to carry 
the bag, to pay the biUs for food and lodg- 
ing, to dispense alms to the needy. The 
fund was perhaps getting low in his purse, 
for they had been living much in the 
desert, making many quick journeys from 
place to place, foUowed by swarms of the 
poor and ailing, whom they were often 
obliged to feed. That box of unguent 
would have sold for three hundred denarii, 
a large addition to his chest. A denarius 
was a silver coin, the size and value of 
a Tuscan lira, eight pence of our English 
money. It was a labourer's wages, and 
something above a soldier's pay. Three 
hundred denarii made ten pounds, a very 
large sum in the miser's eyes." — Dixon's 
Holy Land, vol. ii. 249. 

See note on St. John vi. 7. 

^ And bare what was put therein {koX 
rk fiaX\6/ifya ipd<rra(tv) — '* I cannot but 
think that it was St. Joim's intention to 
say not merely that Judas * bare,' but that 
he 'bore away,' purloined or pilfered 
what was put into the common purse. 
It has the appearance of a tautology to 
say that He ' had the bag and bare what 
was put therein,' unless indeed the latter 
words are introduced to explain the op- 



portunity which he enjoyed of playing 
the thief, hardly, as it appears to me, a 
sufficient explanation. On the other hand 
the use of iScurrcCfccv, not in the sense of 
portare, but of auferre, is frequent : it is 
so used by Josephus, Antiq. xiv. 7, 1, and 
in the New Testament, John xx. 15 ; and 
such, I am persuaded, is the use of it 
here. We note that already in Augustine's 
time the question had arisen which was 
the right way to deal with the words : for, 
commenting on the ' portabat ' which he 
found in his italic, as it has kept its place 
in the Yulgate, he asks, *Portabi£t an 
exportabatr Sed ministerio portabat, 
furto exportabat.' Here he might seem 
to leave his own view of the passage un- 
decided : not BO however at Epist. 108, 8. 
* Ipsi (Apostoli) de illo scripserunt quod 
fur erat, et omnia quaa mittebantur de 
dominicis localis anferebat.' After all 
is said, there wiU probably always remain 
upholders of one translation and up- 
holders of the other, yet, to my mind, 
the probabilities are much in favour of 
that version which I observe that the 
Five clergymen have also adopted."-* 
Archbishop Trench on Authoriied Vernon^ 
p. 104. 
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Why Jesus should have allowed Judas to carry the bag, when He 
Imew that he could not resist the temptation to which it exposed him, 
is one of those mysteries which we shall only be able to answer when 
we understand why God allows any man to be exposed to temptation, 
which He knows he will not be able to resist. It may be that Judas 
was first selected for this purpose, because he showed an aptitude for 
making such arrangements as were required for supplying the daily 
wants of the disciples, and for relieying the poor, and that the oppor- 
tunity — ^the possession of the bag — ^had deyeloped in him the hitherto 
latent feeling of avarice. His sin consisted in appropriating to his own 
individual use some of the money, which was given to him for the 
general good of Jesus and the disciples and the poor. That Judas 
was not an unblushing peculator, that he did not practise his thefts 
openly, but with the utmost secrecy, and with every outward appear- 
ance of upright dealing, is plain from the fact that the disciples do not 
seem to have suspected his motives on this occasion. They join with 
Judas in representing, that the value of the ointment might have been 
better spent in distributing to the poor, because they had not the 
slightest suspicion of his honesty. 

The fearftd lesson, which the conduct of Judas teaches us, is the 
intimate relation which, in the nature of things, exists between appro- 
priating to oneself the goods given to us in charge for Christ and His 
poor, and the betrayal of Christ Himself, between avarice and treason 
to Christ. The latter of these is the necessary consequence of the 
former, not the accidental but the moral consequence, not in Judas 
only, but in every man. Betrayal of Christ, in some form or other, 
follows the love of money as regularly and as certainly as night follows 
day. 

7 Then said Jesus, [(Let her alone : against the day of 
My burying hath she kept this)].^ 

[8. V. Let her alone, that she may keep this against the day of My burying.] 
(Alf. Let her alone, tiiat she may keep it against the day of My hnxying.) 

8 For the poor (always ye have with you) : but Me ye 
have not always. 

(Alf. Te have always with you.) 

Of the three Evangelists who record this murmaring against Mary, 
St. Mark gives our Saviour's answer the most fully, and St. John the 



^ Against the day of my burying hath Jesns meant flgnratively that this anoint- 

she kept this [its r^v ii/i4pay rdv ivra^i' ing was part of the preparation for His 

cMT^u T€T^fn?ic«i' AwTiJ). " Hcro T*ri\p>mKtif interment." — ^Winer's Grammat of Neio 

is to be regarded as strictly a Perfect (she Testament ^ p. 289. 
has kept it, and has thus used it now), as 
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least so. But they all agree in giving the substance of it, the pro- 
phetic signification of the act. Mary was led by the Holy Spirit thus to 
anoint His Body. This anointing is preparatory to His Burial, which 
would shortly take place. She had done "what she could.'* (Mark 
xiy. 8.) She had beforehand done what she could not do then ; she 
had paid the reverential honour due to His Body, and which she would 
wish to pay at His Burial, but which the peculiar circumstances 
attending His Death would not permit her then to offer to Him. 

He says that the wants of the poor have to be relieved, and will 
have to be relieved for all time to come ; but that can form no plea for 
not paying honour, even costly honour, to His Body. So fur from 
rebuking Mary as wasting the ointment. He says that she had 
'' wrou^t a good work '' on Him, and promises that wherever this 
Gospel shall be preached in the whole world there shall also this, that 
she hath done, be told for a memorial of her. He extols the reverential 
devotion of Mary, He rebukes the ill-^judged censure of Judas and 
the rest; but He neither divulges the dishonest acts in which 
Judas is secretly indulging, nor reproaches him with his avarice and 
hypocrisy. 







St* IdUKM tti. 






M And Hewtnt Into the Pliail- 
see's honsa, and sat down to 
meat. 






87 And behold a woman In the 
eity, which was a sinner, 
when she knew that Jesus 
sat at meat in the Pharisee's 
house, brought an alabaster 






88 And stood at His feet behind 

wash His'feet with teaxs,sBd 
did wipe them with the hain 
of her head, and kissed His 

the ointment. 


St. Matthew xzTi. 


St. Uabk xiv. 


ST.Jomrzil. 
1 Then Jesus six days before 
the Passover came to Beth- 
any, where Lasanis ms 
which had been dead, whom 
He raised from the dead. 


6 Now when Jdsas was 
in Bethnnj, 
in the honse 
of Simon the leper, 


8 And beinff 

in Bethany, 

in the honse 

of Simon the leper, 

as He sat at moat. 


a There ihcj made Hiffl 

a supper: and Martha served: 

but LaBarus was one 

of them that 

sat at the table with Him. 


7 there oame tmto Him 
a woman having 
an alabaster box of 
▼ery preoions ointment, 


there came 

an alabaster box of 

ointment of spikenard 

veryprecioQs: 


8 Then took 
Mary 

a pound of 

ointment of spikenard, 

verycosUy, 
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8t. Uatthsw xxtL 


8t. Uask zIy. 


SV. JOK^f til. 


udpooreditonHiBhead, 
ts He sot at meat. 


nnd she brake the box, 
and poured it on His head. 


and anointed the feet of 
Jesus, and wiped His feet 
with her hair : and the house 
was miedwith the odoarof 


8 But when Hii 
Oieeiplea saw it 


i And there were some 
that had indlgnatkm 

and said. Why 

was this waste 


4 TheBSaithOMof hla 
betray Him. 


9 For tills olniment might 

liaTe 

been lold for 

mueb, 

tad glTen to the poor. 


6 For It might 

hsTe 

been sold for more than 

three hnndred pence, 

and have been giTon to the poor. 

And they mwmnred againsther. 


6 WKfmumAi^MtmmA 


■old for 
aadii^Tntothefoorf 






6 This h« said, nal that ]i# 
oared for flie poor: bat 
because he waa a thief, and 
had the bag, sad bote what 
what was put tharsla. 


10 When Jeeos midentood it, 
He said nnto tliem, 

for she hath wronoht 
a good work i^on Me. 


6 And Jesns 

tetharslone: ifhytronble 

ye her r she hath wrought 

a good mtk on Me. 


7 Then 

saidJesoa 
Let her alone: 

against the day of My 
buying hath she kept this; 


U For ye have the poor 
always irlthyoa: 

tat Ma ye baTO not ahrays. 


7 For ye have the poof 

wiMi you always, 
and whensoerer ye will 
ye may do them good : 
but Me ye have noi always* 

8 She hath done what she could: 


8 For the poor 
alwayi ye hav* with you: 

b«t Mt ya hftTO aot alimyi. 


IS For In that she hath wmred 
tUa eintment on My £k>dy. 

She did It for My burial. 


she is come af orehand to anoint 
My Body to the bnryiog. 




18 Torily I say nnto yon, 

sbaU be preached In the 

whole world, 

there shall alio this, that 

this woman hath done, 

betoldfora 

memorial of her. 


9. Verily I say nnto you, 

wheresoeTor this gospel 

shsU be preached throughout the 

whole world, 

this also, 

that she hath dono 

shall be spoken of for a 

memorial of her. 





9 Much people of the Jews therefore knew that He was 
there : and they came not (for Jesus' sake only), bnt that 
they might see La^nis also, [whom He had raised] from 
the dead. 

[A. Whom Jesns bad nifled.] 
(Alf. On account of Jeans only.) 

10 But the chief priests (consulted) that they might 
put Lazarus also to death. 

(Alf. Took connsol.) 

T 2 
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11 Because that by reason of him many of the Jews 
(went away, and believed on Jesus). 

(Alf. Were going away, and belieying in Jobub.) 

The rulers of the Jews do not themselves believe that Jesus is 
God, but they believe that He has raised Lazarus from the dead, and 
they see that in consequence of this others are beginning to believe 
that He is God« At the same time such is their infatuation, that they 
take counsel to put to death both Jesus and Lazarus. They seek to 
put Jesus to death because He claims to be God : they would put 
Lazarus to death because he was a living witness of the truth of His 
claim, an undeniable proof of His power as God. 

12 On the next day much people (that) were come to 
the feast, (when they heard) that Jesus was coming (to) 
Jerusalem. 

(Alf. Whioh^having heard— into). 

13 Took branches of (palm trees) ,^ and went forth to 
meet Him, [and cried, Hosanna : (Blessed is the King of 
Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord.)]* 

[8. A. And cried saying: 8. Y. Blessed is He who oometh in the name of the Lord, 
and the King of Israel] . 

{Alf. The palm trees— Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord, the 
King of Israel.) 



1 Took branohes of palm-trees {Kxafiov 
rik fiaia r&v ^iviK»v), Dean Alford 
(Greek Testament) and Dr. J. B. Light- 
foot think that the presence of the two 
Articles here, the branches of the palm- 
trees, imply that the palm-trees were 
growing on the spot. " They were the 
palm-trees with which the Eyangelist 
himself was so familiar, which clothed 
the eastern slopes of the Momit of Olives.'* 
— Bevition of New Testament^ p. 108. 

** The Greek word for branches in the 
Gospel of St. John, zii. 18, ' Took branches 
of palm-trees and went forth to meet 
Him '—is not icXij/xa as in chapter xy. 2, 
&c., bat /3ata, derived from a Coptic root, 
and applied to the palm-tree exclusively. 
It does not signify branches properly, for 
the palm-tree has no branches like the 
vine, but the huge fibrous leaves which 
form the crown on the top of the stem." — 
Macmillan on the True Vine, p. 76. 

« *' Hosanna ('save, we pray '), the cry 
of the multitude as they thronged in our 
Lord's triumphal procession into Jeru- 
salem (Matt. xxi. 9, 15; Mark xi. 9, 10; 



John xii. IS). The Psalm from which it 
was taken, cxviii. was one with which they 
were familiar from being accustomed to 
recite the 25th and 26th verses at the 
Feast of Tabernacles. On that occasion 
the Hallel, consisting of Psalms cxiii.. 
cxviii. was chanted by one of the priests, 
and at certain iniervals the multitude 
joined in the responses, waving their 
branches of willow and palm, and shout- 
ing as they waved them Hallelojafa, or 
Hosanna, or, * Lord, I beseech Thee, 
send now prosperity.' (Ps. cxviii. 25.) 
On each of the seven days during whieh 
the feast lasted, the people thronged in 
the Court of the Temple, and went in 
procession about the idtar, setting their 
boughs bending towards it, the trumpets 
sounding as they shouted Hosanna. It 
was not uncommon for the Jews in later 
times to employ the observances of this 
feast, which was pre-eminently a feast of 
gladness, to express their feelings on other 
occasions of rejoicing. (1 Mace. xiii. 51 ; 2 
Mace. X. 6, 7.)— Smith's Dictionary of the 
Bible. 
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The Passover is at hand, and Jesns is preparing to offer up Him- 
Belf. For He is the One true Paschal Lamb, that can deliver His 
people from death. All the lambs which had been offered at the 
Passoyer since its first institution, did but prefigure Him. A tradition, 
which can be traced back to the third century (Origen in Matt. xxi. 
iii. 748, Migne), and which is probably older, describes Bethphage as a 
village belonging to the priests. Here in all likelihood it was, as 
being convenientiy near Jerusalem, that the lambs were kept^ that were 
required for the sacrifices of the Temple. 

The lamb, which the Jews were to kill in the evening of the four- 
teenth day of the month Nisan, they were ordered to select and take 
up from the rest of the flock, on the tenth day of the month. (Exod 
xii. 3). On this tenth day of the month the Passover lambs, one for 
each household, would be taken from Bethphage to Jerusalem, to be 
kept there ready to be slain on the evening of thie fourteenth. Jesus, 
Tvho fulfilled in Himself all the conditions required in the lamb, did 
not overlook even such an apparently trivial circumstance as this. For 
St. John relates that six days before the Passover Jesus came to 
Bethany where He was entertained at supper, when Mary anointed 
His Body preparatory to His Burial, and that on the next day, the 
tenth day. He is conducted by the people from Bethphage in triumphal 
procession to Jerusalem. 

The multitude took the branches of the palm trees which were 
growing on the spot, as if to grace the triumphaJ entry of a conqueror. 
They know not what the triumph is over, which they are thus helping 
to celebrate, — but Jesus knows. He knew that in a few days, and by 
the hands of these very men. He would triumph over death and Satan. 
The other three Evangelists record at length, how Jesus sent two 
of His disciples to procure an ass, on which He might ride into 
Jerusalem. St. John briefly relates that He obtained an ass, on 
which to ride, and omits both the command to His disciples, and the 
circumstances attending it. The site of Bethphage is not known. 
But we know that the distance between Jerusalem and Bethany is 
fifteen furlongs, about two miles, and that Bethphage lay somewhere 
between them. In no other journey which Jesus made, do we read 
that He rode. We know that He walked from JudsBa to Ghdilee, a 
distance of sixty miles at least, and that He was wearied (iv. 6) with 
His journey. The only time we read that Jesus rode was on this 
occasion, and that the short distance between Bethphage and Jerusa- 
lem, perhaps a mile. For this purpose He had expressly sent two 
disciples to procure the ass. Evidently there was some significance 
in this act of riding. He had some object in it besides bodily con- 
venience, such as to fulfil the prophecy of Zechariah, ** Bejoice greatly, 
daughter of Zion : shout daughter of Jerusalem : behold thy King 
cometh unto thee : He is just and having salvation : lowly and riding 
upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass." (ix. 9). 
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The people hear that Jesus, who had raised Lasarofl from the 
graTOi is on His way to Jerusalem. Some of the people had been 
present when He called Lasams out of the grave, and others had heard 
their testimony, and they meet Him, and conduct Him into the city 
as becometh a conqueror. They attend Him with all the ceremonies 
and indications of rejoicing, which they are accustomed to use on the 
Feast of Tabernacles. They were led to this conduct by their feelings 
of delight and gratitude to Jesus as the benefactor of mankind, and in 
acting thus they were unconsciously fulfilling the prophecies, which 
God had giyen them a thousand years before. But these prophecies 
neither the people nor His disciples either recollected or understood at 
the time. Afterward when the Holy Spirit had opened their nnder- 
standing, the disciples recollected the prophecies, and understood their 
application and fulfilment in these events, in what they had done to 
Jesus on this occasion. 

14 (And) Jesus, (when He found) a young ass, sat 
thereon : as it is written, 

(Alf. Bat— having found.) 

15 Pear not, daughter of Sion: behold, [thy King 
Cometh], sitting on an ass's colt. 

[A. The King oometh.] 

16 These things understood not His disciples at the 
first : but when Jesus was glorified, then remembered they 
that these things were written of Him, and that they had 
done these things unto Him« 

17 (The people) therefore that was with Him when He 
called Lazarus out of (his grave), and raised him from the 
dead, (bare record), 

(Alf. The mnltiiiide— ih9 grave— bare ^tnesB.) 

18 [For this cause (the people] also met Him), for that 
they had heard that He had done this miracle. 



i 



8. For this cause mnoh people.] 

'Alf. The midtiiade also went to meet Him.) 
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All the four Eyangelists relate that the people went to meet Jesns 
on His way to Jerusa^m, and that they acted thus towards Him, bnt 
St. John alone gives the reason for their conduct, viz., that they knew 
that He had called Lazarus out of the grave, and raised him from the 
dead. 

19 The Pharisees therefore said among themselves, 
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Perceive ye (how) ye prevail nothing? behold the world 
(is gone) after Him. 

(Alf. That— is gone away.) 

The Pharisees are conscious that their opposition to Jesus does not 
prevent the people from believing in Him^ and that the number of those 
who believe in Him is increasing daily, that in their own expressive 
language the world is gone away after Him. But this does not seem 
to have suggested to them the question, whether the world might not 
be right and themselves in the wrong. They go on hardening them- 
selves in their unbelief. 

At the very time that these Pharisees, with the High Priest at 
their head, are taking counsel to kill' Jesus, certain devout Gentiles are 
seeking an interview with Him. With this object they come to Philip. 
Why they should select Philip is not mentioned. Whether he was 
known to them, or whether they were induced to address themselves 
to him from the benignity of his countenance, or from some other 
reason, is quite uncertain. Before Philip mentions their desire to 
Jesus he consults with Andrew. Jesus had chosen Andrew as his 
disciple first of all, and that circumstance may have given him some 
degree of weight or authority with the other disciples. 

20 (And) there were certain Greeks among (them) that 
came up to worship at the feast : 

(Alf. Now— those.) 

21 The same came therefore to Philip, which was (of) 
Bethsaida of GaUlee, and (desired) him, saying, Sir, we 
would see Jesus. 

(Alt From— prayed.) 

22 Philip Cometh and telleth Andrew: [and again 
(Andrew and Philip tell Jesus.)] 

[V. A. Omit, And again : S. V. A. Andrew and Philip come and tell Jesus*] 
(Alf. Andrew and Philip come and toll Josns.) 

The reason why the disciples hesitate to convey the request of 
these Greeks to Jesus is, because when sending them to preach the 
Gospel He had said to them, *' Go not into the way of the Gentiles." 
(Matt. X 5.) 

In His answer to them Jesus implies that this command, which He 
had given them in the beginning of His ministry, was meant to be only 
for a time, and that the time had now come for it to cease. These 
Gentiles had come to Him, prompted by a desire to reverence and to 
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worship Him, and their worship must not be rejected. Nay, more, 
the hour is at hand when He will be worshipped alike by Jew and 
Gentile, when by His Death He will draw all men unto Him. He is 
glorified when He is worshipped among men. His worship will be 
widely increased only after and through His Death. The hour of His 
Death, which is at hand, will also be the hour of His Glorification. 

23 (And) Jesus [answered] them, saying, The hour is 
come, that the Son of Man should befglorified.^ 

[S. V. Answeretb.] 
(All. Bat.) 

He goes on to teach them that men's faith in Him and worship of 
Him can be secured only by His Death, and that this is according to 
an established natural law, that it must be so according to the yery 
nature of things. 

24 Verily, verily, I say unto you. Except (a com) of 
wheat fall into the ground and die, (it abideth alone) : but 
if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. 

(Alf. A grain— it abideth by itself alone.) 

The same law which is seen in the works of creation, viz., increase 
by death, and which holds good in the case of the Son of God Himself, 
applies also in its degree to His disciples. They, too, shall live by 
death. 

25 He that loveth (his life) [shall lose] it : and he that 
hateth (his life) in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. 

[S. V. Loseth.] 
(Alf. His BOol or life.) 

He who loves his life, who prefers his life to his faith in God, who 
saves his life by denying God, shall lose his soul and his life eternally. 
But he who hates his life in this world, who prefers his faith in God to 
his life, shall keep it nnto eternal life, he shall live for ever with God. 
Also He who loves His soul, who prefers to gratify the carnal desires 
of his soul, who prefers to follow his own lusts rather than the 
commands of God, he shall lose his soul in hell. But he who hates 



^ The hour is come, that the Son of God's decree) come, that I should, &c. 

Man Bhould be glorified {iK'fiXvBty ri &pa comp. xiii. 1 ; xvi. 2, 82. Imiccorato ex- 

Xpa io^aff&f 6 vl6s rov iwBp^ov). " The positors suppose that in these passages, 

time is come in order that, that is, the Tva is used for Sre or Uray." — Winer's 

time appointed. The theory of final Qrammar of New Testament, pp. 355 and 

causes is implied in the expression, which 481. 
is pocoliar to John. The hour is (by 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



282 COMMSNTABY ON ST. JOHK's GOSPEL. 

his Boul, by resistmg and by mortifying those desires of it that are 
oontraiy to God's commands, he shall keep iti he shall obtain eternal 
life hereafter* 

26 If any man serve i^e, let him follow Me : and where 
I am, there shall also My servant be : [if] any man serve 
Me, him will (My Father) honour. 

[A. And if.] 
(Alf. The Father.) 

Jesas does not say that if any serve Him He will honour him, bat 
that His Father will honour him. This may be either to indicate the 
unity of will between Himself and the Father, or because their opinion 
of Him was as yet so imperfect, that they would value honour from the 
Father more than honour from Jesus. 

Jesus was perfect God and perfect Man, but such was the nature 
of the Hypostatic Union that it did not deliver Him from suffering, or 
from the dread of suffering. It is probable that the perfection of His 
Human Nature increased the intensity both of His suffering and of His 
dread of it. No man ever exhibited such signs of acute mental 
suffering as Jesus. 

It was not by precept only that He taught His disciples. He 
showed them an example even by exhibiting the weakness incidental 
to human nature. They could not retort that it was easy for Him to 
harangue on the duty of preferring death to sin, because He could not 
experience what was man's naturcd love of life, or his dread of death. 
He has just alluded to His Death, which is so near at hand, when His 
soul is filled with trouble. The weakness of His Human Nature sed^s 
some refuge, and flies in prayer to the Father to be saved from this 
hour. Strength* is supplied sufficient to support Him in the hour 
of need, and He prays the Father to perfect His work in Him, that by 
His Death He may make satisfaction for sin and draw aU men unto 
Him. It may even be that He prays the Father to glorify His Name 
by giving, at that very moment, some proof by which the Jews and 
Gentiles, who are gathered round Him, may understand that He, 
Jesus, the Son of Mary, is sent by Him to redeem mankind and to do 
His will. 

27 Now is My soul troubled : and what shall I say ? 
Father, save Me from this hour : (but) for this cause came 
I unto this hour. 

(Alf. Bat yet.) 

28 Father, [glorify Thy Name]. Then came there a 
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Yoioe from heaven, (saying), I have both glorified it, and 
will glorify it again. 

[V, QhuUj My Name.] 
(|Llt Omits, Baying.) 

29 The (people) [therefore], that stood by, [and heard it], 
said that it (thundered) : others said. An angel (spake) to 
Him. 

CV. Omito, therefore : 8. When they beard it.] 
(Alt Mnltitade--ibad thundered— bath epoken.) 

80 Jesus answered [and said], This voice came not 
(because of Me), but for your sakes. 

[8. Omitfl, and eaid.] 
(Alf. For My sake.) 

Pec^le deicnbe the same things differently, because they look 
at them from different sides, but it does not always foUow that the two 
descriptions are inconsistent with each other. Probably the two 
descriptions which the people gave of the voice which came from 
heaven, and which St. John is careful to record, contain a full and true 
account of ifc. The voice was like thunder because of its majesty and 
awfulness, like no mere earthly voice. It was like the voice of an 
angel because, besides being grand and awful and unearthly, it was 
articulate and distinct, not a rumbling, continuous sound. It has 
generally been held that this voice was the voice of an angel represent- 
ing God the Father, who, in answer to the prayer of Jesus to glorify 
His name, replied that He had both glorified it and would glorify it 
again. He had glorified it at His Baptism and at the Transfiguration 
by the voice from heaven, which said, '^This is My beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased, hear ye Him." (Matt. iii. 17; xvii. 6.) He • 
had glorified it by all the miracles and wonderful works which Jesus 
had wrought, and by which God the Father gave testimony to the truth 
of His words. He would glorify it again at His Death, and after His 
Death, when, by His Besurrection and Ascension and the Descent of 
the Holy Spirit, all nations should believe in Him and should worship 
Him as God. 

The voice came not for the sake of Jesus, to give Him strength and 
support to falfil His mission, but for the sake of the people, to convince 
those who disbelieved in Him that He was the Son of God, and 
to confirm those who believed in Him but whose faith was weak 
and wavering. 

31 Now is the judgment of this world: now shall 
the prince of this world be cast out. 
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Jesus here declares that the deliverance of the world from the 
power and tyranny of the devil is at hand, so near, that He says, 
*' Now is.'' His Passion, which is to begin within three days, shall be 
the judgment, the deliverance, the salvation of the world. In these 
words He refers to the world as in two different conditions, as* the 
oppressed captive, and as the willing slave. By His Death Satan's 
power over men shall be broken. He, as represented by sin and 
darkness and idolatry, shall be cast out. His worship, or the worship 
of idols, shall be replaced by the worship of Jesus, the Son of Man. 
In the great conflict with Satan He will bruise his head. He will 
diminish the power which hitherto he has had over both the bodies 
and the souls of men. 

The presence of the Gentiles, who desired to see Him, may have 
prompted these words. When He looked around He saw the Gentile 
world entirely given up to idolatry and to the power of Satan. A few 
there were who, by contact with the Jews, gained a knowledge of the 
true God, and desired to worship Him. His heart yearned over them, 
and He seemed to long for the time of His Death to be hastened that 
the Gospel might be preached among all nations. 

32 And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw [aU 
men] unto (Me.)^ 

LS. All things.] 
(Alf. Myself.) 



1 To drag, draw (ff^ptiy, 4\KtJ«iy)— 
"These words (ripoo and cXk^h differ, and 
with differences not theologically unim- 
portant. We best represent their differ- 
ences in English, when we render trvpeiyf 
to drag, kXK{fiiVy to draw. In (rdp^uf^ as in 
our drag, there lies always the notion of 
force, as when Plutarch (De Lib. Ed. 8) 
speaks of the headlong course of a river, 
vi^ra ffhpiav Koi xtiyra tcajpw^ipiov ; and it 
mSX follow, that where persons, and not 
merely things, are in question, a-6pfiv will 
involve the notion of violence (Acts viii. 
S; xiv. 19; xvii. 6). But in i?uc6€w this 
notion of force or violence does not of 
necessity lie. It may be there (Acts xvi. 
19; xxi. 30 ; Jam. ii. 6) but not of neces- 
sity, any more than in our * draw,' which 
we use of a mental and moral attraction, 
or in the Latin *traho' ('trahit sua 
quemque voluptas.') 

*' Only by keeping in mind the difference 
which thus exists between ixxvay and 
ffuptiv^ can we vindicate from erroneous 
interpretation two doctrinally important 
passages in the Gospel of St. Jobn. The 
first is xii. 82. * I, if I be lifted up from 
tiie earth, will draw all men [ircCi^ras 



kKKifftti] unto Me.' But how does a cru- 
cified, and thus an exalted. Saviour draw 
all men unto Him? Not by force, for 
the will is incapable of force, but by the 
divine attraction of His love. Again (vi. 
44) * No man can come to Me, except the 
Father which hath sent Me draw him :' 
(kKK<)cnp kvr6y). Now as many as feel 
bound to deny any gratia irresistibilis, 
which turns man into a mere machine, 
and by which, willing or unwilling, he is 
dragged to God, must at once allow, must 
indeed assert, that this IXki^ can mean 
no more than the potent allurements, the 
allective force of love, the attracting of 
men by the Father to the Son ; compare 
Jer. xxxi. 3 : * With loving kindness hate 
I drawn thee {JttXKvtra o-c), and Gant. i. 3, 
4. Pid we find er^pciy on either of these 
occasions ^not that I can conceive this 
possible), the assertors of a * gratia irresis- 
tibilis,' might then urge the declarations 
of our Lord as leaving no room for any 
other meaning but theirs ; but not as they 
now stand. 

In agreement with all this, in iKidttp 
is predominantly the sense of a drawing 
to a certain point, in tr6p€w merely of 
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33 This He sq^id, signifying (what death He should die.) 

(AU. By what mannor of death He was about to die.) 

St. John explains that this had reference to the manner of His 
Death. By His Death on the Cross He would withdraw men from the 
power of the devil to Himself. Jesus is represented as fighting with 
Satan and spoiling His goods, as carrying off from Satan those souls 
which He had before taken captive. 

Some have thought that the expression ''lifted up'* had some 
reference to the advantage which one raised higher than another has 
over him in conflict, that the Crucifixion would give Jesus the same 
advantage in His conflict with Satan, that fighting on higher ground 
does to an ordinary antagonist. 

Jesus lifted up on the Cross as the one Mediator reconciled heaven 
and earth, Jews and Gentiles, God and man. Christ crucified is the 
ransom, the example, the object of love for all. Hitherto men had 
been drawn to believe in Jesus by God the Father ; henceforth He draws 
men to Himself. Christ crucified is to be the object of faith to all nations. 

The Jews at once understood our Saviour's meaning of being 
" lifted up," and from that they raised an objection against His being 
the Messiah. From certain passages of the Old Testament, which 
they call the Law, they had erroneously concluded that the Messiah 
would remain with His people on earth for ever. 

34 [The people] answered Him, We have heard out of 
the Law that (Christ) abideth for ever: and how sayest 
Thon, The Son of Man must be lifted up-? who is this Son 
of Man? 

[S. V. Therafore the people.] 

(All. The mnltitade therefore— the Christ.) 

The passages to which they allude were probably such as the 
following, but which refer to the continuance of Christ's Kingdom 
rather than to the continuance of His presence with them on earth. 

dngging after one : Thns Lncian (De drawing of the net to a certain point ie 

Merc. Cond. 8), likening a man to a fish intended: by the disciples to themselyes 

already hooked and diagged through the in the ship, by Peter to himself npon the 

water, describes him as avp6iJLtvov ical vp6s shore. Bat at ver. 8, khjciuv gives place 

k^dytrny itySfityov. Not seldom there will to (riptiy for nothing is there intended, bnt 

lie in trvptiv the notion of this dragging the dragging of the net, which had been 

being on the ground, inasmuch as that will fastened to the ship, after it through the 

trail upon the ground (cf . aipfia a^phivi water. Our Version has maintained the 

and Isa. iii. 16) which is forcibly dragged distinction ; so too the German of De 

along with no will of its own: as for ex- Wette by aid of Ziehen (—iKKieiw) and 

ample, a dead body (Philo. In Flac. 21). nachschleppen {=tr6ptaf) : but neither the 

We may compare John zxi. 6, 11, with Vulgate, nor Beza, both employing 'traho* 

yer. 8 of the same chapter, in proof of throughout." — Archbishop Trench on 

what has just been asserted. At ver. 6 Synonymt of New Testament, p. 69. 
and 11 IXK^iy is used: for there a 
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The prophet Micah had said (y* 2) '' Bnt thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, 
though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee 
shall He come forth unto Me that is to be ruler in Israel : whose 
goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting/' The Psalmist 
had said (ex. 4.), ** The Lord hath sworn, and will not repent. Thou 
art a Priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek ; " again, ''His 
seed also will I make to endure for ever, and His throne as the days of 
heaven." (Ps. Ixxxix. 29.) " His seed shall endure for ever, and His 
throne as the sun before Me.*' (ver. 86.) But these and many similar 
passages refer rather to the permanence of Christ's Kingdom than to 
His continuance with them in bodily presence for ever. They overlook 
the passages, and many such there are^ which foretell the Messiah's 
Deatn. Isaiah (liii.); the Psalmist (xxii. 12, Ac.); Daniel (ix 26); 
and Jeremiah (xi. 19)| all expressly teach of the Death of the Christ. 

To their argument that, if the Son of Man must be lifted up, He 
cannot be the Messiah, Jesus does not give a direct reply. It may be 
that He saw they were not in a state of mind either to understand or 
to profit by such explanation. 

85 (Then Jesus) said unto them, Yet a little while is 
the Light [mth, you]. Walk while ye have the Light, (lest 
darkness come upon you) : (for) he that walketh in dark* 
ness knoweth not whither he goeth. 

[B. V. Among yoQ.] 

(▲If. Jeins theidoi o that darkneis orartaka you not— and*) 

36 While ye have (Light), believe in the Light, that ye 
(may be the children of Light). These things spake Jesus 
(and departed), and did hide Himself from them. 

(All. The Lighi-^may become sons of Light— and He departed.) 

The Jews could not tmderstand how Christ cotdd die and still 
remain with His people for ever. Jesus does not explain this to them. 
But He speaks of Himself, as He had often done before, as the Light 
of the World. He says that He will remain with them only for a short 
time longer, a few days ; and He bids them in the meantime beliere in 
Him. Thus they will become sons of Him who is the light of the 
World, and shall receive illumination so as to understand this and other 
like difficulties. 

Having said this Jesus removed Himself firom them, probably 
because He judged, from the spirit in which they received His 
words, that they would otherwise have taken Him and put Him 
to death before the time and in a manner different from that which 
the salvation of mankind required. He withdrew, as we have reason 
to believci to the Mount of Olives, where He passed the night, or to 
Bethany. 
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37 But though He had done so many miracles before 
them, yet they believed not (on) Him. 

(Alf . In.) 

88 That the saying of (Esaias) the prophet might be 
folfiUed, which he spake, Lord, who hath believed our 
report ? and to whom (is the arm of the Lord revealed) ? 

(Alf. Isaiah— hath the ann of the Lord been revealed 7) 

39 (Therefore) they could not believe (because that 
Esaias) said again, 

(AlfL ForthiB can0d-*for thai Iiaiah.) 

40 He hath blinded their eyes and hardened their 
heart: that they should not see with their eyes, (nor) 
understand with their heart, and be converted, and I 
should heal them. 

(AU. And.) 

41 These things said (Esaias), [when he saw] His 
glory (and spake) of Him. 

[8. V. A. Beoanse he saw.] 
(Alf. Isaiah— and he spake.) 

Miracles do not necessarily carry conviction along with them. 
Unless the heart is in a previous state of preparation to receive con- 
viction, no matter what is the number of the miracles, or what is the 
force of them, they would fail to convince the people. The preparation 
required for further conviction is the conscientious performance of their 
duty to God, so far as they have been taught it. 

The unbelief of the people was not the effect of Isaiah's prophecy ; 
but Isaiah's words, inspired by God, accurately foretold what turned 
out to be the true state of the case. In one sense their unbelief, the 
blinding of their eyes, and the hardening of their hearts, was produced 
by God. It is the effect which God attached to sin as its punishment. 
The more sin they committed, the greater would be their inclination to 
disbelieve the proofs which Jesus gave, that He was the Son of God, 
the more their eyes would be blinded, and the more their hearts would 
be hardened, and this as the natural effect which God had attached to 
sin. 

These words Isaiah spake in the person of Jesus Himself. He is 
there foretelling the veiy small number of the Jews that would believe 
in His Gospel as preached by Himself and His Apostles, and to 
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express this in the strongest possible form He says, Who, what 
single man, hath belieyed our word, our preaching ? To whom, to 
what single individual hath the arm of the Lord been revealed ? By 
the arm of the Lord He may mean either Himself the Word made 
Flesh, of the same substance with the Father, and by whom the 
Father made aU things ; or He may mean the power of God, which 
displayed itself in the miracles and in the wonderful works which He 
vnrought. He here laments, and foretells while He laments, the very 
small number, in comparison, of those who would recognise the power 
of the Godhead in His actions and in His daily life. 

The glory which Isaiah saw was a glorious appearance, which was 
made to him, as far as could be shown to man, to represent the Holy 
Trinity. (Isa. vi. 1.) St. John here testifies that the glory of Jesna, 
a glorious representation of Jesus, as One of the Three Persons in the 
Holy Trinity, was here shown to Isaiah. 

42 Nevertheless (among the chief rulers also) many 
believed on Him : but because of the Pharisees (they did 
not confess Him), (lest they should) be put out of the 
synagogue: 

(Alf. Even of the rolers— they confessed it not — ^that they might not.) 

43 For they loved (the praise of men more than the 
praise of God). 

(Alf. The gloiy that is of men more than the gloiy that is of God.) 

Two among the rulers, who believed in Jesos, bnt who did 
not confess Him because of the Pharisees, are mentioned by name, 
Nicodemus and Joseph of ArimathaBa. Afterwards they came 
boldly forward and professed themselves His disciples. Probably 
even now the love of the praise of men was less strong in them 
than in others. 

When Jesus saw that some believed on Him who did not confess 
their belief in Him for fear of the Pharisees, He endeavours to 
strengthen their wavering faith, and to draw from them a confession of 
it. He uses a loudness of voice not usual with Him, partly, perhaps, 
to arrest their attention, and to set them an example of boldness, 
paitly, too, because the time pressed, only a few days remaining 
before His Crucifixion. Some think that He uttered these words 
before He withdrew from them as related in verse 36, and that they 
are the continuation of what He then said, and are only separated 
from them by the explanation of the Evangelist. Others again 
think, that Jesus spake these words on some other occasion. There 
is nothing in the language itself to decide which opinion is the more 
correct. 
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44 (Jesus) cried and said, He that believeth (on) Me, 
believeth not on Me, but (on) Him that sent Me» 

(Alf. But Jesus— in.) 

45 And He that (seeth) Me (seeth) Him that sent Me. 

(Alf. Beholdeth.) 

This is true only becaase God the Father and Jesus His Son 
are One in nature or substance, majesty and power, two Persons in 
the same Godhead. 

We make a distinction between believing a person and believing in a 
person. We believe a person when we believe his words, his statement. 
We believe in a person when we make him the object of our faith. 
We believe the Evangelists, that they relate what is true ; we believe 
in Jesus ; we believe that He is God, One with the Father, and equal 
to the Father. 

46 I am come a Light into the world, [that whosoever 
believeth] (on) Me (should not abide in darkness). 

[V. That he who belieyeth.] 

(Alf. In — ^may not remain in the darkness.) 

The Light of the World is the peculiar description of the Word made 
Flesh, who is Light of Light, Very God of Very God. Jesus is to 
the soul what the sun is to the body. The sun is the source of all 
light and heat, of all life and growth to the body. So Jesus, the 
Incarnate God, is the source of light and life in the soul, of the life of 
grace here, and of the life of glory hereafter. Take away the sun from 
the world and all natural life would die, and chaotic darkness would 
once more return. Take away Jesus as the life and hope of the soul, 
and the soul becomes dead in sin, without God and without hope in 
the world. 

47 And if (any man) hear My words [and believe not], 
I judge him not : for I came not (to judge) the world, but 
(to save) the world. 

[S. V. A. And keep them not.] 

(Alf. A man— and keep them not— that I might judge— that I might Bave.) 

48 He that rejecteth Me, and receiveth not My words, 
hath one that judgeth him : the word that I (have spoken), 
the same shall judge him in the last day. 

(Alf. Spake.) 

Ho teaches them that this life is the time of mercy, and that the 

u 
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last day will be the time of judgment. At that day Jesns will be the 
Judge ; but it wiU not be He who will condemn them, it will not be 
His arbitrary sentence that will condemn them, but their own present 
unbelief. The words which He now speaks to them will rise up and 
condemn them* He personifies, as it were, the words, and speaks of 
them as a liTing person, who will bring an accusation against them^ 
and will thus be the cause of their condemnation. 

In the next verse He goes on to give the reason why these words 
will have the power to condemn them, because they are the Father's 
words. Though they might not believe that He, the Son of Mary, was 
God, yet the words that He had spoken to them were from the Faiher, 
and proved to be from the Father by the miracles which He wrought 
among them. The cause of their condemnation in the last day would 
therefore be, that they had rejected the words of the Father in whom 
they professed to believe. 

It may be that under the terms " should say *' and " should 
speak " He intends to include all His teaching, whether contained in 
His more formal instruction, or in His familiar addresses to them, that 
all His words, whether in public or in private, were from the Father, or 
in agreement, in unity witii the will of the Father. 

49 (For I have not spoken) of Myself : but the Father 
which sent Me, He gave Me (a commandment), what I 
should say, and what I should speak. 

' (Alf. Because I spake not— commandment.) 

60 And I know that His commandment is (life ever- 
lasting) : whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father 
(said) unto Me, so I speak. 

(Alf. Eteznal life— hath said.) 

Thus it is, that our Saviour concludes His public teaching on this day. 
It was Palm Sunday, the day on which He had entered Jerusalem in 
triumph, and as if to fix them in their memoir for ever^ He concludes 
with diese memorable words, ^'I know that His commandment is life 
everlasting/' &c. His last appeal to them is to invite them to keep 
God*s commandment by the hope of eternal Hfe. This was the only 
way in which they could obtain eternal life. He does not state what 
the punishment for neglecting His commandment would be. He leaves 
them to draw that inference for themselves, and says, "I know that 
His conmiandment is life everlasting." 
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INTRODUCTOBY NOTE TO CHAPTER XUL 



*' Passover Cake is made of the finest wheaten floor and water^ 
rolled into a very thin paste, and quickly baked. Manv Jews go ont 
in the previous year to watch the growth of the corn until it i^ reaped 
and threshed, and stored away in a clean place; it id ground with 
much care, as, if water should fall on it, fermentation might ensue^ 

and it would then be unclean Very often a patch of com is 

sown separately for the Passover bread, and is then carefully watched. 
The ovens in which to bake it are hired by the Synagogue authorities 
some days before, and are thoroughly cleaned out^ plastered within 
anew, and large flag-stones laid down, on which to bake the bread ; 
these are afterwards taken up again, and locked tip in some place be- 
longing to the Synagogue till the next year." — ^Beaufort's Travels il. 266. 

It would be Passover bread like this, that Jesus would use In the 
institution of the Eucharist. 

*' All these minute observances made the Passover bread very 
expensive, and difficult for the poor to obtain for a whole week^s 
sustenance; the Synagogue gives away a rottl to each person, and the 
richer Jews also give it away to their poorer brethren, but, at the best, 
they are always very poor and starving after Passover, having spent 
every piastre they can beg or borrow to observe the feast with due 
honour." — Idtm, ii. 267. 

" The Jews were celebrating their Passover : and our friends had 
received a present of some of their unleavened bread. It was spread 
out into very thin sheets, almost like paper, very white, and also very 
delicate and palateable."— Robinson's Biblical Researches, i. 829. 

Eastern Customs at Meals-—" Before eating, each one of us 
had water poured on our hands over the marble basin : for the Christian 
Arabs, as well as the Moslems, * and all the Jews, except they wash 
their hands, eat not.' This is particularly necessary, considering 
they do not use knives and forks : but each one ' dips his hand into 
the dish ' with his neighbour." — Rogers's Domestic Life in Palestine, 
p. 1S3. 

" Supper was announced, and wo were conducted to another room. 
Water was poured over our hands as wo entered, then we, seven in 
number, sat on the matted floor, round a circular tray, raised about 
six inches from the ground, and literally crowded with food. A very 
long narrow towel was placed in front of the guests, and reached all. 

u 2 
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round, resting on our knees, and its fringed ends met and crossed 
where I was invited to take my seat. There were six round dishes of 
heaped-up rice, boiled in butter : six dishes of boiled wheat, mixed 
with minced meat and spices : a few plates of fowls and lamb, and 
bowls of lebbany, or sour cream, and a good supply of sweet cream, 
cheese^ olives, and salad. A cake of bread was before each person. 
Directly Salikh Agha was seated, he began eating silently, and (as it 
seemed to me) voraciously, quite in Bedouin style, making pellets of 
the hot rice or wheat in the palm of his hand, and with a skilful jerk 
tossing them into his mouth. He divided the fowls with his fingers, 
and did me the honour to pass the most delicate morsels to me. At 
this rate the contents of the dishes soon disappeared, for all the 
gentlemen followed the example of Salikh Agha, and as, one by one, 
they were satisfied, they rose and washed their hands." — Idem, p. 179- 

" The meal generally consists of camels', goats', or sheep's milk, 
boiled wheat and milk, lentil soup, or melted butter, and bread to 
dip into it : as soon as the meal is ready, the landlord pours out water 
for all his guests in turn, who, therewith wash the right hand. The 
ablution finished, every one commences : the host retires, not eating 
with his guests, but welcoming them with frequent exclamations of 
conta, conta, (eat it all, eat it ^). The repast ended, the attentive 
master again brings the water for washing the hands, and then eats of 
what remains." — Irby & Mangles, p. 85. 

" The staple of the Arabs' food, however, is leban and bread. The 
milk was usually presented in a wooden bowl, and the liquid butter in 
an earthenware dish. The party being seated round, ^pped their 
bread in, endeavouring to make it imbibe as much as possible. The 
Arabs were very expert at this, pinching the thin cake in such a form 
as to make a sort of spoon of it. This mode of eating is alluded to 
in Scripture." — Ideniy p. 149. 
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CHAPTER Xin, 

1 Je8UB washeth the disciples* feet ; exhorteth them to humility and 
charity ; 18 He foretelleth and discovereth to John by a token, 
that Judas shotdd betray Him ; 31 Contmandeth them to love one 
anotJier ; 86 And forewameth Peter of his denial. 

At the first institation of the PaBsover God commanded the 
children of Israel thus, '' Ye shall keep it (the lamb) up until the 
fourteenth day of the same month ; and the whole assembly of the 
congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening." (Exod. xii. 6.) 
And again : " In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month 
at even, ye shall eat unleavened bread until the one-and-twentieth day 
of the month at even." (ver. 18.) The Passover Feast was the first 
meal of unleavened bread. 

St. Matthew (xxvi. 17-29), St. Mark (xiv. 12-25), and St. Luke 
(xxii. 7-39), who give substantially the same account, relate that on 
the first day of unleavened bread Jesus sent two of His disciples to 
prepare the Passover; that in the evening, when the hour was 
come, He sat down with the twelve in the upper room, and eat the 
Passover with them, that He then instituted the Holy Eucharist, and 
foretold His betrayal by Judas. St. John, in this chapter, relates that, 
" Before the Feast of the Passover,'* {irpo Se t^9 eoprfj^ rov 7raa")(a), 
&c., supper being ended, Jesus washed the feet of His disciples, and 
foretold His betrayal by Judas, &c. St. John says nothing about the 
institution of the Eucharist. Does St. John here mean the same 
supper as the other three Evangelists, and which, according to their 
account, took place in the evening of the first day of unleavened bread ? 
St. John's use of the words, " Now before the Feast of the Passover," 
has given a difficulty to tiiis question which it would not otherwise 
have possessed. 

At least three different answers have been given to this question. 
Some think that St. John is not giving an account of what took place 
at the Feast of the Passover on the first day of unleavened bread, but 
at a supper one or more days before the Passover Feast. Others think 
that St. John is referring to the same supper as the other Evangelists, 
and that this was the Passover Feast, and that Jesus kept it on the 
thirteenth day of the month Nisan instead of the fourteenth, that He 
cat the Passover with His disciples on the thirteenth, when He offered 
up Himself a sacrifice for the whole world, and that on the fourteenth 
He completed this sacrifice of Himself on the Gross. 

The opinion most generally received is that St. John is here 
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describing the Paschal Supper which Jesus kept with the Twelve <m 
the eyening of the fourteenth Nlsan, that He omits many particulars 
which the other Evangelists record, f^nd relates some which they omit. 
There is no difficulty in reconciling the accounts of the other three 
Evangelists together. The difficulty consists in making St. John's 
account of this supper fairly and without any straining fit in with what 
the other three Evangelists have related respecting the Passover 
Supper. 

As no new considerations can be adduced in addition to those 
which have been brought forward again and again, it is not here pro- 
posed to repeat these arguments, but to accept the supposition that St. 
John is in this chapter describing what took place at the Passover 
Supper, and which the other three Evangelists expressly say was in 
the evening of the first day of unleavened bread. 

By way of reconciling St. John's account with the other Evangelists 
a suggestion has been made, which is here repeated, and which can be 
accepted or not, according to the force it may seem to contain. It has 
been proposed to limit the application of the words ' Now before the 
Feast of the Passover * to the first verse, and not to understand it as 
applying to the time when this supper took place. 

1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, (when Jesus 
knew) that His hour was come that He should depart out 
of this world unto the Father, having loved His own which 
were in the world, He loved them unto the end. 

(Alf. Jesus Imowing, ^o.— loved them.) 

2 [And supper being ended], the devil having now put 
[into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray 
Him].* 

[8. y. And during supper : S. V. Into Hia heart that Jndas Iseariot, Simon's son, 
should betray bhn.] 

(Alf. And when supper was begun.) 

8 [Jesus] knowing that the Father had given all things 
into His hands, and that (He was come) from God, and 
(went) to God,* 

[8, V. Omit, JesueO 

(Alf, Omits, Jesus— He came forth— was going.) - 



1 The deyil having now put into tho has an active (not a middle) signifi- 

heart {rod Ziafi6\ou fitfi\ifK6ro5 ctj rrjy cation." — Winers Gramviar of Hew 

Kopiiop), The received reading, or that Te»tavient, p. 207. 

adopted by Lachmann and Tischendorf, * See note on i. 29. 
maj be followed. At all ovents, fidwtty 
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4 He riseth from (supper), and (laid) aside His gar- 
ments : and took a towel, and girded Himself. 

(Alf. The snpper— layeth.) 

5 After that He poureth water into (a bason), and began 
to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel 
wherewith He was girded.* 

(Alf. The bason.) 

The meaning of the word ** Passover " is passing over, and it has 
reference to two events, the angel of death passing over the houses of 
the children of Israel (Exod. xii.), and the children of Israel them- 
selves passing out of Egypt over the Red Sea. (Dent. xvi. 1.) To 
the meaning of the word Passover Jesus has evidently an allusion 
when He says that the time is at hand when He should (jiera^fj) 
depart, pass out of this world, when by His death on the Cross He 
should pass out of this world unto the Father. 

The Passover Lamb was a type of Himself, The death, from 
which it delivered the people, was a type of the death from which He 
by His Death would deliver His Own, those who believed on Him. 
Having loved them up to this time before His Death He gives them 
proofs of the continuance of His love. These proofs were washing the 
feet of His twelve disciples, and the institution of the Eucharist. The 
latter of these St. John does not relate. 

St. John alone relates that Jesus washed the feet of His twelve 
disciples, which He does with great circumstantiality, noting all the 
minute details incident to such an event. But before He proceeds to 
this. He mentions two facts — (1) That the devil had already put it 
into the heart of Judas to betray Him ; (2) That Jesus knew that the 
Father had given all things into His hand, and that He came forth 
from God, and was going to God. The object of the Evangelist 
evidently is to enhance the love and the humility of Jesus. He who 
was God, into whose hands the Father had given all things, who came 
from God and was going to God, He washes the feet of His twelve 
disciples. He does this though He knows that one of them had ab*eady 
agreed with the chief priests to deliver Him up, and was even then 
watching for an opportunity. 

In Eastern countries, where the open sandal is worn, it is common 



1 Began to wash the Disciples' feet Ety rhv ytirrripa,—'' The Article seems 

(Hip^aToyiirrfivTousird^as). — ^'Ifp^aroiBuoi to indicate, that only one basin or 

redundant, but indicates the commence- ewer was used on this occasion." — 

mentof an action, the completion of which Bishop Middleton on Qreek Article^ ^, 

is recorded in verse 12." — ^Winer's Gram- 257. 
mar of New Testament^ p. 030. 
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to wash the feet after a joamey, aud before reclining to a meal, and to 
wash the hands after a meal. To wash the feet daring a meal was not 
in accordance with the custom of the country. Jesus does it here as a 
symbolic act ; He washes the feet, but the meaning, the lesson, which 
He would thereby convey, related entirely to the soul and its affections 
— ^viz., to the love which they should mutually bear to each other, and 
to the purity of life with which they should walk. 

It is not stated in what part of the supper the washing of the 
disciples* feet took place. The rendering of the English Authorised Ver- 
sion, "Supper being ended," (hkirvov yepofiivov; Sinaitic, yeivofi^evov^ 
Vatican, yivofiivov) is unfortunate. It was during the supper, or when 
the supper was begun, that Jesus washed the feet of tlie Twelve. Both 
Jesus Himself, as well as His disciples, sat down to the table again 
(v. 12 and 28), and afterwards when He dipped the sop He gave it to 
Judas Iscariot (v. 26). If, as many think, the washmg of the feet 
took place between the Paschal Supper and the institution of the 
Eucharist, what a significance it gives to the preparation, to the parity 
required before partaking of His Body and His Blood. 

The probability is that the feeling expressed by Peter in the 
following verses was felt by all the disciples with the exception, of 
course, of Judas, and that they would have given expression to it, if 
Jesus had begun with them instead of with Peter. An opinion which 
has found favour with many, and which has. much about it to recom- 
mend it, is that Jesus first of all washed the feet of Judas, in order 
that, by showing him the first and greatest attention. He might soften 
the hardness of his heart, and lead him to repent of his treachery in 
time, and that Judas allowed this without remonstrance ; that Jesus 
then came to Peter who expressed the feeling which all the rest shared 
with him ; that they as well as Peter felt too much reverence for Jesus 
to allow Him to perform for them an oflSce so menial. 

6 (Then cometh He) to Simon Peter : [and Peter saith 
unto Him, Lord,] dost Thou wash my feet ?^ 

[S. v. And ; Y. Omits, he saith unto Him : S. Omits, Lord.] 
(Alf. He Cometh, therefore.) 

7 Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do thou 
Imowest not now ? but thou shalt (know hereafter). 

(Alf. Understand, afterwards.) 

8 Peter saith unto Him, (Thou shalt never wash my 



I Lord, dost Thou wash my feet ? already made the neocssary preparations 

(Klptf^ <rv yiov vivTfis rhvs ir6^a5), "Some- to do. Here He had already prepared 

times the Present is employed to denote to wash them."— Winer's Orammar of 

what is jast about to take place, what one New Testament, p. 281. 
is intending to effect, and what he has 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



COMMENTARY ON ST. JOHNS GOSPEL. 



297 



feet). Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast 
no part with Me. 

(Alf. Never ahalt Thou wash my feet.) 

9 [Simon Peter] saith unto Him, [Lord,] not my feet 
only, but also my hands and my head. 

[V. Peter Simon : S. Omits, Lord.] 

10 Jesus saith unto him, (He that is washed (6 XeXovfievoi:) 
[needeth not) save to wash his feet (tov? woBa^ vL^aaBoA^ but] 
is clean every whit (xaOapo^ o\o^) : and ye are clean, (but) 
not aU.^ 

[S. Needeth not to wash, but.] 

(Alf. He that hath been bathed hath no need— yet.) 



1 He that is washed needeth not save 
to wash his feet {& AcXov/acVos 6u xp^^*"^ 
fx^i 41 Tohs fr69as yd^affOai). " There is a 
certain poverty in English, which has bat 
the one word, * to wash,* with which to 
render these three Greek words itA^vm, 
WvT«, \6vw, seeing that the three have 
each a propriety of its own — and one 
which the inspired writers always observe. 
Thus fr\6vtiv is always to wash inanimate 
things, as distingaished from living ob- 
jects, or persons, oftenest garments; 
sometimes nets, Luke v. 2. Ndrrciv and 
Aovciy, on the other hand, express the 
washing of living persons ; although with 
this difference, that viimiv and vi^affBai 
almost always express the washing of 
a part of the body, — the hands (Mark 
vii. 3 : Exod. xzz. 19), the feet (John xiii. 
5) ; the face (Matt. vi. 17) ; the eyes (John 
ix. 7) ; while Xovciv^, which is not so much 
* to wash,' as * to bathe,' and K6v<r0ai, to 
bathe oneself, imply always not the wash- 
ing of a part of the body, but of the whole 
(thns \tKov/i4voi rh <r&fiay Heb. x. 22 ; 
Acts ix. 37; 2 Peter ii. 22; Kev. i. 5). 
This limitation of Wirreiy to persons as 
contradistinguished from things, is always 
observed in the New Testament. 

** The passage where it is most import- 
ant to mark the distinction between 
vdrrciv, to wash a part, and \o6tiv or 
\6va-$cu, to wash the whole, of the body, and 
where certainly our English Version loses 
something in clearness, from the absence 
of words which should note the changes 
of the original, is John xiii. 10. *He 
that is washed {6 \€kovfi4yos) needeth not 



save to wash (vi^curOai) his feet, but is 
dean . every whit.' The foot-washing was 
a symbolic act. St. Peter had not per- 
ceived this at the first, and not perceiving 
it, had exclaimed, * Thou shalt never wash 
my feet.' But so soon as ever the true 
meaning of what his Lord was doing 
flashed upon him, he who had before re- 
fused to suffer his Lord to wash even his 
feet, now prayed to be washed altogether. 
* Lord, not my feet only, but also my 
hands and my head.' Christ replies, that 
it needed not this: Peter had been 
already make partaker of the great wash- 
ing, of that forgiveness which reached to 
the whole man : he was AcXovMci^of , and 
this great absolving act does not need to be 
repeated, as, indeed, it was not capable of 
repetition. ' Now ye are clean through the 
word which I have spoken unto you.* 
(John XV. 3.) But while it was thus with 
liim in respect of the all-inclusive forgive- 
ness, he did need at the same time to 
wash his feet {yli^acOai rhvs ir6^as) ever- 
more to cleanse himself, which could only 
be through suffering his Lord to cleanse 
him from the defilement which .even he, 
a justified, and in part also, a sanctified 
man, shoiild gather as he moved through 
a sinful world. One might also suppose, 
as it has been suggested, that there was 
allusion here to the Levitical ordinance, 
according to which Aaron and his sons, in 
the priesthood, were to be washed once for 
all from head to foot at their consecration 
to their office (Exod. xxvii. 4 ; xl. 12) : but 
were to wash their hands and their feet in 
the brazen laver, as often as they afterwards 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



298 COHMENTABT ON ST. JOH^f's GOSPEL. 

11 For He knew (who should betray Him) : (therefore) 
said He, Ye are not all clean. 

(Alf. Him that was betraying Him— for thifl cause.) 

From the .language which Jesus uses to Peter, it is plain that this 
act of washing contained in it at least two distinct meanings^ one 
which refers to the body, and another which has reference to the sonl, 
and to the economy of grace, which He was then instituting for the 
salvation of man. He says that Peter did not then Imow^ what He 
was doing to him, but that he should understand it afterwards. After 
He had washed their feet Jesus Himself explains what He had done 
to them, as far as relates to the body. He says that He meant it as 
an example to them of love and humility, that as He their Lord and 
Master had done to them, so should they do to each other. 

After this act of love and condescension, which Jesus showed to 
them, and especially which He showed to Judas — for He knew that at 
this very time he was meditating how most conveniently to betray 
Him— after this act of love and humility, no circumstances in which the 
disciples could ever be placed, would relieve them from the obligation 
of showing love to each other, and of humbling themselves in the ser- 
vice of others. In no circumstances could they ever experience 
treachery and ingratitude equal to that of Judas, and never could they 
show love equal to that of Jesus. 

Jesus Himself explains to them what the washing of their feet 
meant as far as regards the body, that it was an example to them in 
showing love and humility. What it meant as it related to the soul 
and to the economy of grace He did not explain, and Peter probably 
did not understand it until after the Descent of the Holy Spirit, That 
he did then understand it, we can have no question. Even now he 
had a dim perception that unless Jesus washed his feet he should 
forfeit some privilege of fellowship with Him. What that fellowship 
was he did not then understand, but l^st he should in any way diminish 
or lose it he withdrew the opposition which had arisen only from love 
and reverence for Him. 



ministered before the Lord. (Exod. xxx. (in John xiii. 10).** — ^Archbishop Trenoh 

19, 21 ; xl. 81.) Tet this would commend on Synonyms of New Testament^ p. 156. 
itself more, if we did not find hands and The bith.' — The writers, after de- 

'eet in the same category there, while scribing a Turkish bath in Alexandria, say, 



t 



lere they are not merely disjoined, but *^We were then conducted back to the 

set over against one another. (John xiii. room where we had ondressed .... The 

9, 10.) Of this, however, I cannot doubt, custom of passing from the bath to the 

that the whole mystery of our justifica- dressing-room, during which the feet might 

tion, which is, once for all, reaching to easily be soiled, reminded us of the tane 

every need, embracing our whole being, rendering of the precious words of our 

and of our sanctification, which must Lord: *He that hath been in the bath 

daily go forward, is wrapped up in the needeth not, save to wash his feet, but is 

antithesis between the two words. This clean every whit.' "-^Scottish Mission of 

Augustine has expressed clearly and well Enquiry to tlic Jews, 1889. 
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Two aets are here narrated as referring to the body, but which have 
a meaning beyond the body, and both of tibem as necessary and prepa* 
ratory in order to have a part in Jesus, (1) The washing in the bath 
by which a man becomes clean every whit; (2) the washing of his 
feet. 

(1) What is#the meaning which the Chnrch has in all ages pnt 
upon these words ? Her interpretation must have weight with every 
man interested in the subject, either as indicating the teaching handed 
down from the AposUes, who, as we cannot doubt, were taught it 
by the Holy Spirit, or as indicating the inspiration of the Church by 
the Holy Spirit and her preservation in the faith which Jesus promised 
when He said, Lo, I am with you alway even unto the end of the world. 

He that hath been washed in the bath is clean every whit. What 
bath ? History shows that neither the Church at large, nor any body 
of men in the Church, has ever held that there was any bath but the 
bath of Baptism, in which, by washing a man's body under certain 
conditions, his soul was cleansed from sin every whit. Divisions have 
not seldom arisen in the Church as to the conditions, on which they 
should be washed in this bath, but none as to the efficacy of the bath 
of Baptism itself. The words of the Nicene Creed have expressed the 
belief of the Church from the earliest times and in all countries. '' I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins." 

Our Saviour's words to Peter, " He that is washed needeth not 
save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit," express the same 
teaching which He had already given to Nicodemus, '' Except a man 
be bom of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God." (John iii. 5.) Out of the numberless passages in Holy 
Scripture which contain the same doctrine, the following are selected as 
expressed by the same Greek verb or by. its corresponding substantive. 

" And such were some of you : (but je are washed), but ye are 
sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by 
the Spirit of our God." — 1 Cor. vi. 11. 

(All Bi^t ye washed them off (kw§k6vffauree.) 

** Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies 
washed {XeKov^ov to (r&fia) with pure water." — Heb. x 22, 

'* Not by works (of righteousness which we have done), but according 

to His mercy He saved us, (by the washing of regeneration) and 

renewing of the Holy Ghost." — Titus iii. 6. 

(Alf. Wrought in righteonfiness which we did— through the font (8ia rdu Xovrpov) 
of regeneration.) 

St. Paul, speaking of the Church says : 

" That He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water 

by the word." — Ephes. v. 26. 

(Alf. That Ho miglit sanctify her, cleansing her by the laver (t# \ovrp^) of the 
water in the word.) 
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(2) Jesus does not explain to them the meaning of His act of 
washing their feet, as far as it referred to the sonl. He says that bv 
this act of washing their feet He had cleansed them, bat not aU 
of them. When they were washed in the bath of Baptism they had 
all been cleansed every whit, and when He now washes their feet, 
outwardly as regards the body they were all equally cleansed, but 
inwardly in the soul one of them was not cleansed, for he was meditating 
the betrayal of his Lord. 

By the feet have generally been understood the affections, the 
passions which influence men to go hither and thither, on this course of 
action* and on that. These, though cleansed in Baptism, like feet 
washed in the bath, coming into contact with earth and earthly things, 
require washing again before they can have part with Jesus. Different 
methods have been prescribed in different parts of the Church, but each 
and all with the same object of cleansing the affections stained by sin. 
Fasting and prayer, repentance in its manifold forms, confession 
sometimes to God alone, and sometimes to His ministers, are the 
principal means which have been prescribed for washing the feet, for 
cleansing the affections before partaking of Jesus. In the bath of 
Baptism a man is washed clean every whit. All disqualification of 
nature, all sins actually committed, are there washed away. This can 
take place only once in the lifetime of each person. But his feet, his 
affections, must be washed repeatedly, the sins daily committed through 
weakness of nature, through surprise, and from other causes, must 
be acknowledged and repented of before God, as an act necessary and 
preparatory in order to have a part with Jesus. 

St. John does not relate, as the other Evangelists do, that during 
this Supper Jesus "Took bread, blessed It, and brake It, and gave It to 
the disciples, and said, Take, eat : This is My Body. And He took 
the cup and gave thanks, and gave It to them, saying. Drink ye all of 
it : For This is My Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for 
many for the remission of sins.'' (St. Matt. zxvi. 26, 28.) There is 
every reason to believe that Jesus referred to the act of eating His 
Body and drinking His Blood when He spoke of their having a part 
with Him. This was their last night together. No other act is 
recorded as taking place. Washing their feet could not be necessary 
in order that they might have mental sympathy with Him. This they 
had already, and this Peter had already expressed when from love he 
had hesitated to allow Him to wash his feet. It was doubtless to this 
mystery of cleansing their affections, by washing their feet in order that 
they might communicate in His Body and Blood, to which Jesus refers 
when He says, '^ What I do thou knowest not know, but thou shalt 
understand afterwards," and ''If I wash thee not, thou hast no part 
with Me." 

12 So after He had washed their feet^ [and had taken 
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His gannents, and (was set) down again], He said unto 
them, Know ye what I have done (unto) you ? 

[S. A. He took His gannents and sat down again. He said.] 
(Alf. Had Bat— to.) 

13 Ye call Me Master and Lord : and ye say well : for 
so I am.^ 

14 K I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your 
feet : ye also ought to wash one another's feet. 

15 For I (have given) you an example, that (ye) should 
do (as I have done) to you. 

(Alf. Gave — ^ye also — according as I did.) 

16 Verily, verily, I say unto you, (The servant is not) 
greater than his lord : neither he that is sent greater than 
He that sent Him. 

^ (Alf. There is no servant — ^nor apostle.) 

As ever Jesas teaches His disciples as mnch by His example as by 
His words. He knew their proneness to dispute which of them should 
be the greatest, and how soon a strife would again arise among them on 
this very subject (Luke xxii. 24), and He here gives them an example 
which, if followed, would for ever cut oflF all feeling of this kind. 

17 If ye know these things, (happy) are ye if ye do 
them. 

(Alf. Blessed.) 

18 I speak not of you all: [I know] whom I (have 
chosen) : but that the Scripture may be fuLBJled, He that 
eateth bread with Me (hath lifted) up his heel against Me.* 

[S. A. For I know.] 
(Alf. Chose— lifted.) 



1 Ye oaU Me Master and Lord (tfius another 6 ic^ptor."— Bishop Middleton on 

^yccTf fie, 6 8i8cC<ricaXos, ical 6 Kipios). Greek Article, p. 257. 

"The editions of Erasmus, Colin, and > But that the Soriptnre may be 

Bogard omit the latter Article. No MS., fulfilled (&AA lya ri ypa^ irAiypwOp). ." I 

however, warrants the omission. Though speak not of yon all, I know those whom 

both titles are meant to be applied to our I have chosen, but (I have made this 

Saviour, yet they are not spoken of as eboice) that. . . might be fulfilled," etc. — 

being applied <U the tame time, but dis- Winer's Grammar of New Tettament, p. 

tinctly and independently, as if our Saviour 883. 
had said, one of you calls Me 6 ZiZdaKa\oSf 
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One of them never could be happy or blessed, for he never would do 
these things, and of him He spake not. He had not chosen Judas as 
one of the Twelve in ignorance of his character, or of the way in which 
he would yield to the temptations of Satan, and betray Him. He had 
elected Judas among the Twelve, bad as he was, in order to make use 
of him and to fulfil the Scripture and to accomplish His Passion, and 
by that the salvation of mankind. 

The words which Jesus here quotes from Psalm xli. 9 is evidently 
not intended as a quotation from the Septuagint, for it differs from it in 
several words. Both this and the Septuagint may be regarded as 
exact translations from the Hebrew, and differ from each just as much 
and no more than we might naturally expect in the case of any two 
accurate and independent translations. Here, as in other places, Jesus 
applies the words of the Old Testament to Himself; and without any 
explanation, as if that were the principal and natural meaning of these 
passages. In quoting the Scriptures of the Old Testament, and making 
no exception at least to their general accuracy, we may fairly concladie 
that He bears a positive testimony to it. 

19 (Now) I tell you before it (come), that, when it is 
come to pass, ye may beUeve that I am He. 

(Alf. From this time-Hsome to pass.) 

His choice of Judas to be one of the Twelve was not the effect 
of human frailty, of ignorance. He had not been deceived in Him. It 
was a proof of Divine foreknowledge, for he had chosen him for this 
very purpose, because He knew that he would become a traitor and 
deliver Him up to the chief priests. His Passion, too, which He now 
foretold and which was close at hand, ought not to be to them a cause 
of distrust and disbelief in Him, as if it had come upon Him unawares 
and as if He was unable to avert it. His Passion should rather be a 
cause of greater belief in Him as having been foretold by Him, and as 
having been foretold for this very purpose to increase their belief in 
Him. 

20 Verily, verily, I say mito you, He that receiveth 
whomsoever I send receiveth Me: and he that receiveth 
Me receiveth Him that sent Me. 

The meaning of these words in themselves is plain enough, but it 
is not easy to see their connection with what Jesus had said before, or 
what is His intention in giving utterance to them just at this particular 
time. Some have thought that He uttered them to comfort and 
encourage His Apostles under the persecutions which they should meet 
with in preaching the Gospel. Others that He has reference to the 
enormity of the sin of Judas in being faithless in such a trust as that 
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with which he was charged. Others, that as Jesus had before 
commanded the Apostles to wash the feet and to show acts of love and 
condescension to His faithful ones, so He now commands the faithful 
to receive His Apostles with the utmost honour and reverence, as sent 
by the Father. Others again have thought that by these words He 
further enforces on the Apostles the duty of receiying and caring for all 
who came in His name. 

St. John in his narrative of the Last Supper omits to record the 

institution of the Eucharist. The question therefore naturally arises, 

where in liis account should the institution of the Eucharist come in ? 

The difficulty of answering this question is increased by the fact that 

St. Matthew and St. Mark relate His disclosure of the treachery of 

Judas before they relate His institution of the Eucharist, while St. 

Luke does not relate his disclosure of the traitor until after the 

Eucharist. It seems impossible to reconcile these different accounts 

unless in some such manner as that proposed by St. Augustine,^ that 

is, to suppose that Jesus spake to His disciples of His betrayal by 

Judas, more than once during this evening. Though this is not 

actually stated, it would not be unnatural to suppose that Jesus might 

mention this more than once, considering the agitation and the sorrow 

which it caused Him, nor would it be inconsistent with the narrative 

itself. None of the Evangelists but St. John relate the actual giving 

of the sop to Judas, so that it would not straiu the narrative to 

suppose that St. Matthew and St. Mark record the words, which Jesus 

used about the traitor before the institution of the Eucharist, and 

St. Luke and St. John those which He used after. There seems to 

be no other way of reconciling the account, unless we suppose that the 

Evangelists record the events of the evening but without regard to the 

exact order in which they occurred, that St. Luke has related the 

disclosure of the treachery of Judas after he relates the institution of 

the Eucharist, though it occurred before, or that St. Matthew and 

St. Mark anticipate the order and relate the disclosure of the treachery 

of Judas before the institution of the Eucharist, though it really took 

place after, or, that each of the Evangelists relates in one account the 

words which Jesus spake at twice, part before the institution of the 

Eucharist and part after. 

On the supposition either that Jesus spake to His Disciples of 
His betrayal by Judas more than once during the evening, both before 
and after the institution of the Eucharist, or that St. Matthew and 
St. Mark record His words respecting Judas before they relate the in- 
stitution of the Eucharist, though part of them at least were spoken 
after ; on either of these suppositions the account of the institution of 
the Eucharist would naturally come into St. John's Gospel somewhere 



^ (De consensti EyangeliBtanun iii. 1 : vol. iii. part i. 1158, Migne.) 
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about the 20th verse of this chapter, probably between the 20th and 
21st verses, or, as some think, after the 22nd verse.* 

The following might be the order of events during the evening. 
The Paschal supper being concluded, and their ordinary supper having 
beguuy Jesus rose from the table and washed the feet of his disciples. 
Having sat down again. He spake the words which John has related 
from ] 2th to 20th verses. Then being troubled in spirit He spake of 
His betrayal. Jesus then institutes the Eucharist and commands 
them to offer it as His Memorial. After this He again speaks of His 
betrayal as related by St. Luke and St. John. Peter beckons to John 
to ask Him, who it was, and Jesus replied, He it is, to whom I shall 
give a sop, when I have dipped it. And when He had dipped the 
sop He gave it to Judas Iscariot : and after the sop Satan entered into 
him. Judas having received the sop immediately went out, and Jesas 
then delivered the discourse which St. John records. 

21 When Jesus had thus said, He was troubled (in 
spirit), and testified and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
that one of you shall betray Me. 

{Alt. In His Bpirit.) 

22 [Then] the disciples looked one on another, (doubt- 
ing) of whom He spake. 

[V. OmitB, Then.] 

(Alf. Omits, Then— being in donbt.) 

23 [Now] there was (leaning on) Jesus' bosom one of 
His disciples, whom Jesus loved. 

[V. Omits, Now.] 

(Alf. Omits, Now-— reclining at meat in.) 

24 Simon Peter therefore (beckoned) to him, [that he 
should ask who it should be of whom He spake.] 

[Y. And saith onto him, Say who it is of whom He speaketh : He spake.] 
[S. And saith unto him, Say who it is of whom He speaketh.] 
(Alf. Maketh a sign — ^Tell us who it is of whom He speaketh.) 

The custom of the country was to recline at meals two or three 
on one couch. Nearness to Jesus their Lord and Master was the 

1 The inBtltution of the Eucharist — for the omission of the latter, are suiBoi^^ 

" There is no reason whatever to suppose, to refute the theories of which they form 

with some critics, that the foot washing is a part. The simple explanation is, that 

intended to take the place of the institu- the suhject was too familiar to need repe- 

tion of the Eucharist. The random tition." — Sanday'sflistoricaZ Character of 

guesses that have been made to account the Fourth Gotpel^ p. 217. 
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post of honour. This was not allotted to Philip or to Andrew, who were 
the disciples first called ; bat to John the disciple whom Jesus loved. 
The reason is not assigned, why He loved him: it is generally believed 
to have been on accomit of his yonthfol, gentle, loving character. A 
proof of his modesty is given in the very way in which he relates this, 
ondtting any mention of his own name. 

Besides reclining the nearest to Jesns at sapper, St. John in his 
Oospel enters the most folly into the great Mystery of the Incarnation. 
He brings before ns more folly than the other Evangelists Jesns the Son 
of Mary as the Besurrection and the Life. Though it is not anyr^'here 
said, that the nature of St. John's Gospel was influenced by the innocence, 
meekness, and gentleness of his youth, and by his close communion 
with Jesus in bis life, it would not be very unnatural to suppose that 
this was the case. 

As on other occasions, so here too, the zeal of St. Peter makes him 
one of the most prominent among the Twelve. It was probably not 
mere curiosity on his part that prompted this inquiry, but a desire to 
counteract the treachery. His zeal in the garden afterwards led him 
to offer resistance to the apprehension of Jesus by the soldiers. 

25 ([He then lying]) on Jesus' breast saith unto Him, 
Lord, who is it ?^ 

[S. He therefore lying.] 

[V. He lying thus.] 

(Alf. He then leaning back thus.) 

26 ([Jesus answered]), He it is, (to whom I shall [give a 
sop]), when I have dipped it. And when he had dipped 
the sop, [He gave it] to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon* 

(V. Jesns therefore answereth,— All MSS. give the sop : V. He taketh and giyeth it.] 
[S. Jesns answereth and saith.] 

[Alf. Jesns therefore answereth— for whom I shall dip the sop, and giye it to him 
—He taketh it and giveth it.) 

I He then lying on Jesus* breast ence occurs-— not to the reclining position, 

{iwtwtiriav 9h Mtyos M rh <rrri9os rov but to the sudden moyement— in xxi. 20, 

'Ii|<rov). — **^e En^sh Version makes no ts «ra2 h^httatv cy r^ 5c(Ty^ cvl rh <rrri$o$ 

distinction between the recUning position avrov iced cTrcy, where likewise it is mis- 

of the beloved ^sciple throughout the understood by our translators, * which 

meal, described by i^wdifitroi, and the also leaned on His breast and said.' This 

sudden change of posture at this moment is among the most striking of those vivid 

introduced by Ai^avco'idy.. This distinction is descriptive traits which distinguish the 

further enforced in the original by a change narrative of the fourth Qospel generally, 

in both the prepositions and the nouns, and which are especially remarkable in 

from iy to M, and from kSwos to <rni0os. these last scenes of Josus' life, where the 

St. John was reclining on the bosom of beloved disciple was himself an eye-wit- 

his Master, and he suddenly tlirew back ness and an actor." — Dr. J. B. Lightfoot 

his head upon His breast to ask a ques- on Bevision of New Tettamentt p. 72. 
tion. Again, in a later passage, a refer- 
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On the sign made to him by St. Peter, St. John withdraws himself 
a little from Jesus towards Peter to hear what he had to say. Peter 
seems to haye concluded that John as the beloved disciple would know 
who the traitor was. St. John who was reclining on Jesus' bosom 
{iv T^ icoKm-^) now moved nearer to Him and leaned back on His 
breast (hrl to ot^^o^) and asked the question secretly. The answer 
which Jesus miade to St. John was apparently not intended for the ear 
of the rest, and did not reach them. The words *' to whom I shall 
give a sop/' &o. were not spoken aloud, but privately to Johni who 
tiien probably communicated them to Peter. 

In common with the rest of the Twelve, Judas was present at the 
Paschal Supper, at the washing of the feet, and at the institution of 
the Eucharist. But he alone received the sop, which would not be 
part of the bread which Jesus had blessed, but a portion of the un- 
leavened bread which remained on the table. 

Bread taken from the table and given to another has been, in all 
ages and among all nations, a sign of peace and friendship between 
them. Thus by this sop Jesus might not only point out to John who 
the traitor was, but also under what guise he would act the traitor, 
under the form of love and friendship. The giving of the sop too 
might be one more act on the part of Jesus, to inform Judas that his 
intended treachery was known, and to recall to his recollection the 
words of the Psalmist, '^ Yea, Mine own familiar friend, in whom I 
trusted, which did eat of My bread, hath lifted up his heel against 
Me," and thus if possible to deter him from his pui*pose. 

27 And after the sop (Satan) entered into him. (Then 
said Jesus) unto him, (That) thou doest, do quickly.* 

(Alf. Then Satan— Jesas therefore saith— What.) 

28 [Now] no man at the table knew for what intent He 
(spake this unto him.) 

[V. Omits, Now.] 
(Alf. Spake nnto him.) 

29 For (some of them) thought, because Judas (had) 
the bag, that Jesus (had said) unto him, Buy (those things) 
that we have need of against the feast : or that he should 
give something to the poor, 

(Alf. Some— kept-^aid— the things.) 

I That thou doest, do quickly (« wo:4ts The Imperative must not be taken as 
woltiffoy rdxiov) . * * More quickly than you si mply porm issive. ' '-—Winer's Ora mmar of 
poem disposed to do, hasten the execution. Nfw Testament, p. 327. 
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80 He then having received the sop went immediately 
out : [and it was night,] 

(A. And it wai night, when he went out, Jeani eaid, Now, ^.) 

It was before stated (ver. 2) that Satan had put it into the heart of 
Judas to betray Jesas, now it is said that after the sop Satan entered 
into him. Satan took possession of him^ and harried him on to com- 
plete his work. There was no connection between Satan and the sop. 
This was not the medium of Satan's entering into Judas, but merely 
the occasion of his doing so. The sop was to St. John tiie sign who 
should betray Jesus, but to Judas it was a mark of honour, of good 
will and love. Kindly as this was meant towards Judas, his eyil con- 
science no doubt looked upon it, only as a sign intended to disoover 
him to the rest, and conscious of his treacherous designs towards Jesus, 
he becomes desperate in his resolve to execute his dreadful purpose. 
Even if the giving of the sop to Judas was in any way a sign to the 
others that Judas was the traitor, still it did not lead either them or 
St. John, who at least knew the sign, to understand the meaning of 
the words, which Jesus spake to him. Though they might conclude 
that he it was who should betray Jesus, they did not imagine it would 
be that very night, that very hour. They supposed that these words 
had reference to some of the business which Judas usually transacted 
for the company. No doubt it was then as it is now. The poor are 
unable to make the necessary provision for the Passover week without 
assistance. The disciples probably remembered that Jesus had been 
accustomed on such occasions, to give something to the poor out of 
their common fund. They little thought that by these words Jesus, 
though He was not persua^g, was permitting and foretelling His Own 
betrayal to Death. Nay so eager is Jesus for the salvation of man, 
that he is represented as reproving the tardiness of Judas. 

The Evangelist is careful to record the time. "It was night.*' 
As soon as bis new master takes possession of him, he gives him no 
rest, but forces him to go at once on his horrible undertaking. Night 
is the most fitting hour, in which to accomplish such a work as Judas 
purposes, most expressive too of the nature of his work, and of the 
state of his soul. '' It was night." 

31 Therefore, when he was gone out, Jesus (said). Now 
is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in Him.^ 

(Alf. Saith.) 



3 Now is the Son of Man glorified Son of Man glorified/ the traitor Judas 
(yvtf iSo^dadri 6 vihs rov iuf0p^irov). ** It is having gone away, and, as it were, corn- 
only in appearance that the Aorist is ased pleted his treason," — Winer's Orammar 
for the Fatnre. Jesas says, * Now is the of New Testament, p. 292. 

X 2 
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82 If God be glorified in Him [God shall also glorify 
Him in Himself], and shall straightway glorify Him. 

[S. V. And God shall glorify Him in Himself (Omit, If God be glorified in 
Him.)] 

As soon as Judas had gone oat Jesus said, " Now is the Son of 
Man glorified, and God is glorified in Him/' intimating that the pro- 
cess of glorification was already hegun, that Judas had gone out to 
hetray Him to Death, and that His Death would be not for the igno- 
miny but for the highest glorification of the Son of Man. By His 
Death He would be proved to bo not only Man, and the Son of Man, 
but God, and the Son of God. 

That the Godhead tabernacled in the body, that in Jesus there 
dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, would be shown by the 
darkening of the sun, by the quaking of the earth, by the rending of 
the rocks, and the opening of the graves, and by the resurrection of 
the saints who slept. All these things would prove clearly that it 
was not Man only who suflfered, and gave up His Life on the Cross, 
but God. 

Some think that a distinction is intended to be made between the 
glorifying in the 81st verse, and that in the d2nd. The first is spoken 
of as already begun and nearly completed, and refers to the glorifying 
of God by Jesus on earth, in His course of obedience as the Son of 
Man, and which was completed by His Death. The second is spoken 
of as future, and is thought to refer to the manifestation of Jesus to be 
the Son of God with power, by His Besurrection and Ascension to the 
Father, to sit at the right hand of God. 

The expression *' God shall also glorify Him in Himself " applies 
to God the Father, and expresses the glory which the Word had with 
the Father before His condescension to be born of a virgin, and which 
after His Resurrection and Ascension He would again receive as the 
** Word made Flesh.** With His Human Body Jesus would ascend to 
thQ Father and share with Him the glory which He had before the 
Incarnation. These words are explained by those which Jesus used a 
little later, ''And now, Father, glorify Thou Me with thine Own Self, 
with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was.'* (xvii. 6.) 

33 Little children, yet a little while I am with you. 
Ye shall seek Me : and as I said unto the Jews, Whither I 
go, ye cannot come : so now I say to you. 

34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love 
one another : [(as I have loved you), that ye also love] one 
another. 

[S. As I have loved you, love ye also.] 
(Alf. Even as I loved you.) 
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35 (By this shall all men know) that ye are My dis- 
ciples, if ye have love one to another. 

(Alf. Herein shall all men perceive.) 

Using the expression which a mother would use to her new-bom 
offspring, *' Little children " (jiicvLa) Jesus may intend to express the 
tenderness of His affection for His disciples, as well as the weakness 
of their condition, of their faith in Him. In a few short hours He 
would leave them. For in that time Judas would have betrayed Him 
to the chief priests. 

His departure was nothing new. He had already announced it to 
the Jews. To them He had said, " Whither I go, ye cannot come,'* 
because they should die in their sins. (viii. 21.) The disciples cannot 
go, because they have a work to do, a commandment to fulfil, and to 
exhibit the fulfilment of it to the world. He had inaugurated a new 
Dispensation, and love to each other was to be the distinguishing 
mark of this Dispensation. He had united them in One, in 
Himself the Head. They had just partaken of £Us Body and of 
His Blood, the Sacrament of the New Covenant, and they must 
show forth the fruits of this, by keeping the commandment of the 
New Covenant. They were no longer individuals, so to speak; 
they were members of One Body, and they must henceforth show 
the love and the sympathy which members of the same Body have for 
each other. 

86 Simon Peter (said) nnto Him, Lord, whither goest 
Thou ? Jesus answered [him]. Whither I go, thou canst 
not follow Me now : but thou shalt follow Me afterwards. 

[V. Omits, Him : S. V. A. But thou shalt follow afterwards.] 
(Alf. Saith.) 

37 Peter saith unto Him [Lord], why cannot I follow 
Thee now ? I will lay down my life (for Thy sake). 

[S. Omits, Lord.] 
(Alf. Saith— for Thee.) 

38 [Jesus answered him,] Wilt thou lay down thy life 
(for My sake) ? Verily, verily I say unto thee. The cock 
shall not crow, tiU thou hast denied Me thrice. 

[S. V. A. JesQS auswereth.] 
(Alf. For Me.) 

• 

St. Peter's question was dictated not by mere cmiosity to know 
whither Jesus is going, but by an earnest feeling of devotion to Him. 
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But be could not follow Him now, either because be had not the 
strength of resolution so to do, or because there was work on earth for 
him to accomplish first. When the Holy Spirit should have been 
given, he should acquire the strength to labour in his Master's cause, 
and then to follow Him in the mode of His Death by a similar death 
on the Cross. When Peter, with more zeal than knowledge, persists, 
Jesus, in order to prove to him his own weakness without the help of 
the Holy Spirit, foretells and permits his fall. 
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE TO CHAPTER XIV. 



The Advocate, — ^After showing from the derivation of the word that 
Advocate and not '' Comforter '' is the proper rendering of the term 
irapd/eXriTo^, Dr. J. B. Lightfoot goes on to say : — '' If Advocate is the 
only sense which irapaKkriro^ can properly bear, it is also (as I cannot 
but think) the sense which the context suggests whenever the word is 
nsed in the OospeL In other words, the idea of pleading, argoing, 
convincing, instmcting, correcting, is prominent in every instance. 
Thus in xiv. 16, &c., tiie Paraclete is described as the Spirit of truth 
whose reasonings fall dead on the ear of the world, and are vocal only 
to the faithfal (5 6 Koa-fio^ ov Svvercu Xafieiv • • • vfUi^ yivaxTKere 
auTo.) In xiv. 26, again, the function of the Paraclete is described in 
similar language. He shall teach you all things and remind yon of all 
things. In xv. 26, He is once more designated the Spirit of Truth, and 
here the office assigned to Him is to bear witness of Christ. And 
lastly, in xvi. 7, &c., the idea of the pleader appears still more 
definitely in the context, for it is there declared that He shall convince 
or convict (iKey^ei) the world of sin and of righteousness and of 
judgment. And generally it may "he said that the Holy Spirit, the 
Paraclete, is represented in these passages as the Advocate, the 
Counsel, who suggests the true reasonings to our minds and true 
courses of action for our lives, who convicts our adversaiy the World 
of wrong and pleads our cause before God our Father. In short, the 
conception (though somewhat more comprehensive) is substantially the 
same as in St. Paul's language when describing the function of the 
Holy Ghost : * The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit that we 
are children of God. * The Spirit helpeth our infirmities : for we 
know not what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit itself 
maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.' 
(Rom. viii. 16, 26.) 

** Thus whether we regard the origin of the word, or whether we 
consider the requirements of the context, it would seem that 
* Comforter* should give way to 'Advocate,' as the interpretation of 
irapaKkTyro^. The word ' Comforter ' does indeed express a true office 
of the Holy Spirit, as our most heartfelt experiences will tell us. Nor 
has the rendering, though' inadequate, been without its use in fixing 
this fact in our minds : but the function of the Paraclete, as our 
Advocate, is even more important, because wider and deeper than this. 
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Nor will the idea of a * Comforter * be lost to as by the change, for the 
English Te Deum will still remain to recall this office of the Paraclete to 
onr remembrance, while the restoration of the correct rendering in the 
passages of St. John's Gospel will be in itself an unmixed gain. Moreoyer 
(and this is no nnimportant fact) the language of the Gospel will thas 
be linked in the English Version, as if is in the original, with the 
language of the Epistle. (1 John ii. 1.) In this there will be a 
twofold advantage. We shall see fresh force in the words thns 
rendered. He will give you another * Advocate : * when we remember 
that our Lord is styled by St. John our 'Advocate:' the advocacy 
of Christ illustrating and being illustrated by the Advocacy of the 
Spirit. At the same time we shall bring out another of the coincidences 
tending to establish an identity of authorship in the Gospel and Epistle, 
and thus to make valid for the former all the evidences external and 
internal which may be adduced to prove the genuineness of the latter.** 
— Dr. J. B, Lightfoot on Revision of New Testament, p. 68. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

1 Christ comforteth His disciples with the hope of heaven ; 6 Pro- 
fesseth Himself the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and One with 
the Father : 13 Assureth their prayers in His Name to be 
effectual; 15 Requesteth love and obedience; 16 Promiseth the 
Holy Ghost the Comforter ; 27 And leareth His peace with them. 

This their last Passover had been overclouded with sorrow, it had 
ended in sadness. They are still in the Upper Room. But how 
different ai'e their feelings now from what they were a few hours ago, 
when they first entered that Room to keep the Feast in memory of 
their deliverance from the angel of death, and from the bondage of 
Egypt. They had eaten the usual Passover. Jesus had shown them 
an unwonted mark of His love. He had washed the feet of His 
Twelve Disciples. He had instituted a New Memorial of Himself, and 
had bound them to Himself and to each other under stronger ties of 
love than ever before. But with all this He had mingled His instruc- 
tion with words that filled their hearts with sadness. He had spoken 
of His immediate departure from them, and that by the treachery 
of one of their own number, of the denial of Peter, and of the desertion 
of the rest. (Matt. xxvi. 31.) Judas had already left them, and 
sadness had filled the hearts of the rest. 

To leave them would be to crush all the hopes they had ever built 
upon Him. The more firmly they believed that Jesus was the 
Messiah, the more disappointment His departure would cause them. 
For the Apostles, Uke the rest of the Jewish nation, had indulged in 
the expectation that the Messiah would restore the temporal kingdom 
to Israel (Acts i. 6), that He would rescue them from the yoke of the 
Gentiles (Luke xxiv. 21), and would invest His followers with the 
ensigns of kingly pomp, triumph, and splendour. Hitherto they had 
seen nothing but poverty, contempt, reproach, and persecution as the 
rewards of their attachment to Him : should He leave them, all their 
hopes of improvement and of earthly grandeur would be destroyed for 
ever. No wonder their heart was troubled. To comfort them in this 
their trouble and disappointment Jesus said unto them, 

1 Let not your heart be troubled : (ye believe in God), 
believe also in Me. 

(Alf. Beliove in God.) 
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2 In My Father's house are many mansions : if it were 
not so, I would have told you. ([I go to prepare]) a place 
for you. 

[S. V. A. For I go to prepare.] 
(Alf. For I go to prepare.) 

3 [And if I go and prepare] a place for you, I will come 
again, and (receive) you unto Myself: that where I am, 
there ye may be also.^ 

[A. And if I go, I will prepare.] 
(Alf. Will receive.) 

4 [(And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.)] 

[S. V. And whither I go, ye know the way.] 
(Alf. And whither I go ye know the way.) 

The remedy for their trouble was not only to believe that there was 
One Trae God, who dii*ected and Buperintended all the affairs of men, 
but also that He, Jesus, their Lord and Master was that One Ood. 

He had already promised Peter that he should follow Him after a 
time. He now extends the promise to the rest. But first He must 
depart from them^ and prepare a place for them. They could not 
ascend into heaven before He, by His Ascension, had prepared the 
way. As yet no man had ever ascended into heaven. UntU He, the 
Head of the Church, in His glorified Human Body, had ascended into 
heaven, none of His members could ascend thi&er. To show how 
great is the Mystery of the Human Body ascending into heaven at all, 
the Psalmist represents the angels as expressing Uie utmost surprise, 
admiration, and exultation at the Ascension of Jesus, the God-Man 
in His risen Body. 

(1st Choir.) Lift up your heads, ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye 
everlasting doors, and the King of Glory shall come 
in. 

(2nd Choir.) Who is the King of Glory ? 

(1st Choir.) It is the Lord strong and mighty, even the Lord 
mighty in battle. Lift up your heads, O ye gates^ 
and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors, and the 
King of Glory shall come in. 

1 And If I go, I will come again and is mentioned as already present, either 

reoeiye you, etc. (ihy ttoptvQw xd\iy because it is unalterably determined, or la 

ipX^P^^ *^^ vapoK^i^oiAat). " The Present about to take place by some unchangiog 

tense is used only in appearance for the arrangement.'' — ^Winer's Qrammar of ISeic 

Future, when, exactly as in Latin, Ger- Tettamentf p. 2S0. 
man, English, etc»» an action still future 
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(2nd Choir.) Who is the King of Glory ? 

(Ist Choir.) Even the Lord of Hosts, He is the King of Glory. 
(Psalm xxiv. 7-10.) 

But before He ascended in His glorified Body into heaven, Jesus 
had to show Himself the Lord strong and mighty, even the Lord 
mighty in battle, He had through Death to destroy Him that had the 
power of death, that is, the devil. (Heb. ii. 14.) 

Not only had Jesus to prepare a place for them by His Own 
Ascension into heaven, He had dso to prepare them for the place, by 
sending down the Holy Spirit to sanctify them, and to fit them to 
dwell vrith Him. If they remembered what He had said unto them 
they would understand this, they would know whither He was going, 
and also the way. They would know that through His Death on the 
Cross He would return to the Father, and they would know the way by 
which they were to follow Him. 

5 Thomas saith unto Him, Lord, we know not whither 
Thou goest : [and how (can) we know the way ?] 

[V. Omits and J V. How know we the way ?] 
(Alf. Do.) 

6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way^ (the Truth), 
and the Life : no man cometh unto the Father but (by) 
Me.^ 

(Alf. And the Ttnth-^ihrongh.) 

7 [If ye had known [Me,], ye (should have) known] My 
Father also : [and] from henceforth ye know Him, and have 
seen Him.^ 

[A. Omits, Me : S» If ye have known Me, ye shall know : V. Omits, and.] 
(Alf. Would haye.) 

1 The way. — ** It is trne of Christi- this, we ought to find that in no less than 

anity, as it is true of Ho other religious four places in the Acts of the Apostles the 

system, that the religion is identified with. Gospel is called * the way* absolutely : ix. 

Is absorbed in, the Person of its founder. 2, * If he found any that were of tJie way, 

l!he Gospel is Christ, and Christ only. (idv nyas tUpp r^t dSov 6irra$) : xix. 9. 

This fact finds expression in many ways : * Diyers believed not, but spake eyil of the 

but more especially in the application of way ;' xix. 28. * There arose no small 

the same language to the one and to the stir about the way :* zxiy. 22. * Having 

other. In most cases, this identity of more perfect knowledge of the way :^ btt 

terms is equally apparent in the English in all these passages, the fact disappears 

and the Greek. But in one instance, it is in the English Version, which varies the 

obliterated by a mistranslation of the de- rendering between * this way' and * that 

finite article. Our Lord in St. John's way,* but never once translates r^v 6S6y 

Gospel, in answer to the disciple's ques- the way." — Dr. J. B. Lightf oot on RevisUn 

tion, » How can we know the way f\ an- of New Testament, p. 104. 

Bwers, <Iam t7»« way.' Corresponding to 'From henoef«rth ye know Him^ 
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To the objection made by Thomas, that they did not know whither 
or to whom He was going, and therefore how could they know the way 
by which to follow EOLm, Jesns replies that He is going to the Father, 
and that the way by which they are to follow is by belief in Him. For 
He is the way, the Truth and the Life, and no man can come to the 
Father except through Him. 

Jesus by His Passion opens the way to heaven for man. By His 
doctrine He delivers His followers from the darkness and errors in 
which others wander. By His Holy Spirit He sanctifies their lives 
and leads them to prepare for the life to come. By His own perfect 
Life He has given them an example. He has first trod the way, and 
they are to follow in His steps. 

But not only is Jesus the way to the Father, but He is also One 
with the Father, One with the Father not in a secondary sense, but in 
the very highest and most perfect sense. This was a subject which as 
yet the disciples did not comprehend. Though Jesus had been " so 
long time,'' three years, with them, they had not from their intercourse 
with Him gathered a sufficiently correct and full idea of the relation 
between Him and the Father. 

8 Philip saith unto Him, Lord, shew us the Father, and 
it sufficeth us. 

From .the miracles which Jesus had wrought they could not doubt 
that He was, as He said, the Son of God. Still there was about Him 
somewhat, that contradicted their expectations of what God would be. 
He was subject to the same human weakness as themselves ; He was 
almost as much in the power of His enemies, so far as they could see, 
as themselves. Hence arose at times their fears, their misgivings. If 
once they could only see the Father, they would be satisfied, their 
fears would all be removed. 

They formed their opinion of the union between God the Father 
and Jesus His Son, from what they saw existed on earth between a 
father and his son. They have a common nature alike in both, they 
possess equal or similar power, they occupy a similar station or rank 
in the world, have individual wills and individual characteristics. But 
in no sense can they be called one. If the relation between God the 
Father, and God the Son, were such as exists between a father and his 
son on earth, they would be two independent Gods, two, it might be, 
equal, but two independent Gods. In the following verses Jesus shows 
that such is not the relation between Himself and the Father. 



etc. (Ka\ &ir' ipri yiv^ffK€T€ kvrhy Kcd tiuB cognosoetis et quasi oculis Tidebifcia. 

iw^KUT^ iLvr6v)y must be rendered from — ^Winer's Grammar of New Testament, p. 

this time, ye know Him, and ye have seen 289. 
Him, not with Kihnol : eum mox accura- 
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9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with 
you, and yet (hast thou not known) Me, Philip ? He that 
hath seen Me hath seen the Father : [and] how sayest thou 
then, Shew us the Father ? 

[S. V. Omil, and.] 

(Alf. Dost thon not know.) 

10 Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the 
Father in Me ? The words that I speak unto you I speak 
not of Myself : [but the Father that dwelleth in Me, He 
doeth the works.] 

[V. But the Father dwelling in Me, doeth His works.] 
[S. But the Father in Me, doeth His works.] 
(Alf. Doeth His works.) 

11 Believe Me that I am in the Father, [and the Father 
in Me] : or else believe Me for the very works' sake.* 

[A. Omits, and the Father in Mc : S. Or else believe the very works.] 

The union between Jesus and the Father is such that. 

He, who hath known Jesus, hath known the Father, 

He, who hath seen Jesus, hath seen the Father. 

Jesus is in the Father, and the Father in Jesus. 

The words, which Jesus speaks, He speaks from the Father. 

The works, which Jesus does, the Father doeth. 

No language could express Oneness, equality, between the Father and 
Jesus His Son, more strongly than this. Such union as this is 
inconceivably beyond the relation, that exists between an earthly fiather 
and his son, and could never be gathered from it. Nothing but 
express revelation from God could communicate this knowledge. To 
put these expressions into other language is to say, that God the Father 
and Jesus His Son are One in essence or divine nature, but distinct in 
Person, One God, and Two Persons. 

If they will not believe His words that the Father is in Him, He 
appeals to His works as proving it. If it is not suflBcient to gain their 
credence, that He says the Father is in Him, He appeals to them to 
believe it, because they see the Father working in Him. They cannot 
see with their bodily eyes the soul, but still they believe that the soul 



> That I am in the Father, and tence. In general, in the simple diction 

the Father in Me (5x1 lyw iu r^ of the Kew Testament, it is easy to per- 

varpl Kcd 6 irariip iv ifiot). Two dif- ceive from the connection what words are 

ferent forms of the verb substantive are to be supplied." — ^Winer's Grammar of 

suppressed in this same compound sen- New Testament, p. 608. 
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exists in the body, because they can see its works. They see the body 
performing operations, which it could not do of itself, unless the soul 
were in it. Li like manner they see Jesus performing miracles, workmg 
supernatural works, which He could not do if He were a mere Man, 
which He could not do unless the Father were working with Him and 
in Him. 

12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that belie veth (on) 
Me, the works that I do, shall he do also : and greater 
works than th^e shall he do : because I go ([unto My 
Father.]) 

[S. V. A. Unto the Father.] 
(Alf. in— unto the Father.) 

13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in My name, that will 
I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 

14 If ye shall ask anything in My name, [I will do it.] 

[V. A. That wiU I do.] 

Another proof that the Father is in Jesns, and works in Him, 
is that he who holds this belief has also, by this very faith, power 
to work similar or even greater miracles than He Himself did while 
on earth. 

Some have thought that in the expression, ** greater things than 
these shall he do,'* He had reference to the conversion of the Gen- 
tile world by His Apostles. By His Own Personal preaching and 
miracles Jesus converted only a small number, a few hundreds at most. 
His Apostles converted a great part of the world as then known. 
The conversion of the world was the eflfect of His Besurrection and of 
the descent of the Holy Spirit. But this did not take place until 
Jesus had ascended to the Father. This, too, is the reason assigned 
why they should work greater things than He had done, because He 
should go to the Father. Having gained the victory, having triumphed 
over sin and death and hell, He ascends to the Father and sends down 
the Holy Spirit, to enlighten and sanctify and strengthen the Apostles^ 
so as to convert the world. 

Though he should not be present with them in the same sense as 
formerly, still He promised to grant, whatever they asked in His name 
consistently with the glory of the Father, and this promise is repeated 
in two consecutive verses. 

15 If ye love [Me], [keep] My commandments. 

[S. Omits, Me : V. Ye BhaU keep.] 

16 And I will pray the Father, and He shall give 
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you another Comforter, ([that He may abide]) with yon for 
ever :^ 

[S. V. That He may be.] 
(Alf. That He may be.) 

17 Even the Spirit of truth : whom the world cannot 
receive, because it (seeth) Him not, neither knoweth Him : 
[but] ye know Him : for He dwelleth with you, ([and shall 
be in you,]) 

[8. V. Omit, but : V. And ia in yon.] 
(Alf. Beholdetb—and ib in yon.) 

fie asks for a proof of their love, which would be shown by keep- 
ing His commandments, and on this He promises to send another 
Advocate or Comforter, to supply His place after His departure from 
them, which would be after His Ascension, and this promise He ful- 
filled at the Day of Pentecost. To keep in their minds His Oneness 
with the Father, He expresses His promise to send the Comforter with 
the form of a prayer to the Father to send Him. 

The word translated Comforter is literally a Paraclete or Advocate. 
The disciples are in trouble at the thought that Jesus is going to leave 
them, and at the loss which they shall experience thereby, — a loss, 
which, as they think, cannot possibly be made up to them. What 
they therefore require is, one who shall supply the place of Jesus to 
them : one who can be their Advocate, the defender of them and their 
cause against their adversaries ; who can intercede with the Father for 
them, and can be their leader and adviser in all the attacks of their 
enemies on earth. 

1. He will be with the Apostles and those, whom they represent, 
the Church, for ever. 

2. He is the Spirit of Truth. He will lead them into all the tmth 
and fulness of the Gospel, and will preserve them from the 
errors of Satan. 

3. The world, or the men whose minds are set upon this present 
world without regard to the future, cannot receive Him. Their 
thoughts and desires are taken up with the things that concern 
the body only, and care not for the salvation of the soul, which 
is the object of the Paraclete. 

4. The Apostles, the Church, know Him, because He dwelleth 
with them, and in tLem. He is not an object for their senses, 
but for their faith. They cannot feel His presence by the 
senses of the body, but still they recognise His holy influence 
over them. 

1 See note on John xvi. 23. 
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18 I will not leave you (comfortless) : I will come to 
you. 

(Margin, Orphans.) 
(Alf. Orphans.) 

19 YqJ; a little while, and the world (seeth) Me no 
more : but ye (see) Me : because I live, ye shall live also. 

(Alf. Beholdeth— behold.) 

At the beginning of this discourse to them, He called them little 
children (riKPta) now He says that He will not make them " orphans" 
{ppj>av6vsi) by His departure. He will come to them again. This 
promise He fulfilled on the Day of Besurrection, when He appeared 
to them in His glorified Body, and on the Day of Pentecost, when He 
sent down the Holy Spirit upon them. 

He then speaks of His Resurrection and of the effects of His 
Besurrection. Of the immediate future He uses the present. Of His 
own Resurrection He speaks as present, and of theirs, which will not 
be until the Day of Judgment, and which will be the effect of His 
Resurrection, as future. In a little time — in the space of a few hours 
— the world should see Him no more though they should see 
Him.. When risen from the dead, He should not appear to all the 
people, but unto witnesses chosen before of God. (Acts x. 41.) 

After His Resurrection, when they had been enlightened by the 
descent of the Holy Spirit, they should understand doctrines which 
now it was difficult for them to comprehend, and which, though He 
had explained to them more than once, they could not fully understand 
and receive now. 

20 (At) that day ye shall know that I am in My Father, 
and ye in Me, and I in you. 

(Alf. In.) 

These three propositions are not to be understood in the same way, 
but each according to its own relation. Jesus is not in the Father in 
the same sense as He is in His disciples, and as they are in Him. 
Jesus is in the Father as being of the same essence, of the same diyino 
nature, One with the Father and equal to the Father. He is in His 
disciples because He, through the Holy Spirit, dwelt in them. They 
are in Him because they were engrafted into Him the God Man. As 
an illustration it iias been said, that Jesus is in the Father as a ray is in 
the Sun, of the same nature. They are in Jesus as branches grafted 
into the Vine. He is in them as the Vine is in the branches, supply- 
ing life and sustenance to them. 

But the effect of Christ's resurrection should not be confined to 
the Apostles. It should be extended to all who loved Him, whether 
living at the time of His resurrection or afterwards. 
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21 He that hath My commandments, and keepeth them, 
he it is that loveth Me : and he that loveth Me, shall be 
loved (of) My Father, and I will love him, and will manifest 
Myself to him. 

(Alf . By.) 

The proof of their love to Jeans is to keep His eommandments. 
The elSect of their love is that God "will love uiem and will manifest 
Himself unto them. 

22 Judas saith unto Him, not Iscariot^ [Lord, how is 
it] that Thou wilt manifest Thyself unto us, and not unto 
the world ?^ 

[S. Lord, and how is it.] 

To the inqniry of Judas why Jesns wonld manifest Himself unto 
them and not unto the world, He, in effect, replies that the manifesta- 
tion of Himself after His resurrection, will he made to them only and 
to a few other witnesses chosen before of God (Acts x. 41), but that 
He will manifest Himself in another way to all who loye Him and 
keep His words. 

23 Jesus answered and said unto him. If a man love 
Me, he will keep My (words) : and My Father will love 
him, and We will come unto him, and make Our ahode with 
him. 

(Alf. Word.) 

Ood is everywhere, and fills all things, and therefore when He is 
said to abide in one place an^ to remove to another, such expressions 
are used with reference to our limited capacities* Jesus uses these 
terms here to indicate the various operations of the Holy Spirit on 

iJude, or Judas, LebbsBUfl, and Thad- words ^loHias ^huc^fiw. The generally 

deus (Lnke yi. 16 *lo^ay 'leuc^fiov An- received opinion is, that the Authorised 

thorised Version, *' Jodas the brother of Version is right in translating * Judas the 

James") one of the "Twelve Apostles, brother of James.' But we prefer to follow 

** The name Judas only, without any dis- nearly aU the most eminent critical au- 

tingnishing mark, occurs in the lists given thorities, and render the words * Judas the 

by St. Luke vi. 16 ; Acts i. 13 ; and in son of James.' The name of Jude only oe- 

John xiv. 22 (where we find * Judas not ours once in the Gospel narrative (Sohn 

Xscariot' among the Apostles), but the xiv. 22). Nothing is certainly known of the 

Apostle has been generally identified with I&ter histoiy of the Apostle. Tradition 

LebbflBUS, whose surname was Thaddeus connects him with the foundation of the 

(Matt. X. 3 ; Mark iii. 18). Much difference Church at Edessa. — Smith's Biblieal Die- 

of opinion has existed from the earliest tionary, 
times aa to the right interpretation of the 
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men^s minds. God oomes to a man when He imparts His grace and 
influences His heart, and the more love He shows by keeping His com- 
mandments the longer He abides with himi the more grace He imparts 
to Him. 

As love is shown by keeping God's commandments, so not to keep 
them is a proof of the want of love. 

24 He that loveth Me not keepeth not (My sayings) : 
and the word which ye hear is not Mine, but the Father's 
whioh sent Me. 

(Alf. My words.) 

To keep prominently before their minds His Oneness with ' the 
Father He says that the word which they hear Him speak is not His, 
but His Father's, who sent Him. 

25 These things have I spoken unto you (being yet 
present with you). 

(Alt While yet Abiding with you.) 

26 But the Comforter (which is the Holy Ghost), whom 
the Father will send in My name, He shall teach you all 
things, and (bring all things to your remembrance, what- 
soever I have said) unto you. 

(Alf. STea the Holy Spirit— bring to your remembrance aU things vhich I 
epake.) 

Many things Jesus had said nnto them, which they cotdd not then 
understand, either on account of their own incapacity or on account of 
l^e deep nature of the things themselves, and tiiere were many things 
which He had not said unto them for the same reasons. All these, as 
weU as all the other Mysteries of the Incarnation, the Holy Spirit 
would enable them to comprehend. He would instruct them in aU 
things necessary for the foundation, and for the future growth of the 
Church. 

He says ** Whom the Father will send in My name,'^ to indicate 
the unity between the Three Persons in the Holy Trinity, and the 
mission of the Holy Spu*it from the Father and the Son, and that His 
coming to them was the fruits of His Passion, and to supply His place 
to the Church. 

27 Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto you : 
[not as the world giveth give I unto you]. Let not your 
heart be troubled^ neither let it be afraid. 

[S. Hot ae the world giveth unto you giye I nnto yon.] 
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The worlds men in general, when departing from each other, say, 
" Peace be nnto you.** They wish peace in words, but they cannot by 
that give peace. It is a mere form of speech, expressive of goodwill 
to each other. Jesus, when now departing from them, gives them His 
peace, peace in the highest sense, peace with God, and in such a 
degree that they have no cause for trouble or fear. For a time He 
will depart from them, but only for a time. At this they ought rather 
to rejoice because, by His departure, He will fulfil the Mystery of the 
Incarnation. He will take captivity captive, and will receive for them 
gifts, the reward of His Passion. 

28 Ye have heard how I said unto yon, I go away^ and 
come again unto you. If ye loved Me, ye would ([rejoice 
because I said I go) unto the Father : for My Father] is 
greater than I.^ 

[S. V. A. Bejoioe becanae I go : Y. A. For the Father.] 
(Alt Have rejoiced that I go.) 

The latter part of this passage has at times been misnnderstood. 
This has arisen from explaining the relation between Ck)d the Father 
and Jesus His Son, by reference to the relation which exists on earth 
between a father and his son. But the nature of the union which 
exists between an earthly father and his son is far too imperfect, ever 
to be a measure of the union which is between God the Father and 
God the Son, or even to convey an adequate conception of it. This 
can only be understood from the consistent interpretation of the 
language in which this union is revealed. No better summary of this 
language has ever been made than is contained in the Creed called the 
Creed of St. Athanasius. " Equal to the Father, as touching His 
G^odhead, and inferior to the Father as touching His Manhood." In 
this His inferior part, in His Manhood He was now about to ascend to 
the Father, and to receive the reward of His Passion. At this they 
onght to rejoice. To rejoice at His exaltation rather than to mourn at 
His departure was a proof of their love to Him. 

29 And now I have told you before it come to pass, 
that, when it is come to pass, ye (might) believe. 

(Air. Hay.) 

Jesus foretold to His disciples His departure from them, His 
Death, His Resurrection, and return to them, not that they might 
condole with Him, or that they might take measures for their own 

^ "If ye loved Me, ye would rejoioe with the IndieatiYe to denote hypothetical 
(« ^y«raT€ fic, ix^fnrt Ay) if ye loved Me, reality."— Winer's Qrammar of New Tr »- 
ye would hayerejoioed: After conditional tamentt p* ZiO. 
<^niefl with 4t we find Up in the apoedosia 

Y 2 
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condact, but that they might belieye in Him more fiilly, that they 
might believe that He forelmew all that came upon Him, and that He 
laid down His life of His Own will, and for the salvation of man, and 
that they might believe that He is the Messiah, the Son of God, the 
Saviour of the world. 

80 (Hereafter I will not talk) much with yon : for the 
prince [of this world] cometh, and hath nothing in Me.* 

[S.V.A. Of the world.] 

(Alf. I win no more talk— of the world.) 

81 But that the world may know that I love the 
Father : and as the Father gave Me commandment, eyen 
80 I do. Arise, let us go hence. • 

" The Prince of the World " comes through his agents, by their 
voluntarily yielding to his temptations. Bnt Satan will find nothing in 
Jesns. He will have no right over Him ; he will find no sin in Him, 
and therefore not the right which sin gives him over other men. 
Thongh He die it will be because He lays down His life volnntaiily 
that He may save mankind, and not because He is vanquished by 
Satan. His Death will be another proof to the world of His love to 
the Father, of His Oneness with the Father, and of His obedience to 
His commands. 

Jesus was free firom sin, and obeyed the commands of the Father, 
by reason of the Hypostatic Union of the Word with the Mesh. The 
divine power directed all the passions and affections of the Flesh, so 
that they were without sin. The weakness jncident to the flesh, such 
as hunger, and thirst, and fatigue He underwent. But the wesJmess 
of the flesh, as the effect of man's fall, in the irregularity of passion, all 
these were rectified and sustained by the union of the Word with the 
Flesh. 

Though Man, He fulfilled all the commands of the Father, and not 
by constraint. Necessity or constraint are terms which cannot be 
applied to the Son of God. The beatific Vision, the sight of God 
which the Saints will enjoy, will assimilate them to Him in their love 

1 xiv. 80, 81. "In pimotiiating these oeived of as only momentarily broken at 

verses, expositors vary between iv ifiol verse 81. Onr Lord and His disciples 

obK Hx^i 6v94v, &X\ Xya — wotu. iy4ip€(r0f^ arise from the table as if to go. But we 

and otf94y. aX\ Tra — iroid, iy4tp9(r$€. In see from xviii. 1 ((^(^\9c) that they had 

general, sach discrepanoies of ptmetna- not yet left the house, or at least the city, 

tion, occtirring in the New Testament, are We mnst, therefore, suppose that the oon- 

not to be regarded as of much import- tents of chapters xv. and zvi., with the 

anoe.*'-— Winer^s Qfwnmar of New Testa- prayer of chap. zvii. were stiU spoken in the 

fiien^ p. 72. upper room, thon^ after the first motion 

* Arise, let us go henoe.— **Thi8 dis- for departnre.**— Banday's HUtorieal Cha- 

course is apparently intended to be con- raeter of the Fourth Gotpelf p. 221. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



C0MMENTAB7 ON ST. JOHN's GOSPEL, 325 

and in all their affections. They will desire but Him. In a similar 
way we may describe the obedience which Jesus rendered to the com- 
mands of the Father, not as the effect of constraint^ bat of love, and of 
such love as mere man knows not. 

Some have thought that when Jesus said, ''Arise, let as go 
hence,'' He and the eleven arose from the table, and set out towards 
Oethsemane, and that on the wa^^^ther He uttered these His farewell 
words to them, from chapters xv. to xviii. Others, and with more 
probability, think that Jesus and His disciples arose from the table, 
and that before they left the Upper Boom, in which they had spent the 
evening, He delivered to them the following discoarsOi His last words 
to them before His Death. 
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE TO CHAPTER IV. 



JohaxmeaiX Words. — " The vocabulary of St. John's Gospel is 
eminently characteristic. It has several peculiar terms — such as the 
Word, the Light, the Life, the Truth, the World, Glory, Grace,— 
which, perhaps more than all others, bear upon them the clear stamp 
of the Divine signet. They are key-words, which open up new realms 
of thought to us, as suggestive as the streak of dawn along the 
Eastern hills. Like the jewels in the breast-plate of the Jewish High 
Priest they glow among the commoner terms with a mystic radiance 
which dispels the shadows of earth and time, and revesds the unseen 
and eternal. To these peculiar words may be added the word ' tame,' 
which occurs no less than twenty-two times in the Gospel of St. John, 
as against five times in all the rest of the New Testament. It illus- 
trates in a remarkable way the meditative simplicity of St. John's 
writings, in which all the ideas reduce themselves to a few compre- 
hensive terms." — Macmillan on The True Vine, p. 19. 
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CHAPTEB XV. 

1 The coMolation and mutual hve between Ckriit and Hie memberSf 
under the parable of the vine ; 18 A comfort in the hatred and 
pereecutUm of ihe world; 26 The office of the Holy Ohoei and of 
the ApoiHee. 

Thb eleTen Apostles were now about to be put to tbeir seyerest 
trial. Their faith in Jesas, as well as their love for Him, were both 
shortly to be brought to the proof. To prepare them for this. He 
delivers the parable of the Vine and its branches. He shows them 
the close union between Himself and them, and the bearing which 
their future conduct would have on this. Their union with Him was 
the great blessing of their lives, and their future happiness or misery 
would depend on the way in which they responded to this. The trials, 
to which they were on Uie point of being exposed, had not happened 
to them by chance ; they were sent by the Father, and for the very 
purpose of causing them to bear fruit corresponding with their condi- 
tion as members of Him, the God Incarnate. 

1 I am the True Vine, and My Father is the Husband- 
man.* 

Jesus, the Word made Flesh, is the True Vine, God the Father is 
the Husbandman, and the disciples are the branches. The disciples 
did not become branches in Him the Vine by their natural birth, or 
after the usual course of nature. Of no other man, and of no other 
Person in the Holy Trinityi but of Jesus, could it be said that He was 
the Vine and they the branches. They became branches in Him by 
being grafted into Him. This relation was the effect of a mysterious 
supernatural working. It was not a relation existing merely in the 
imagination, a mentaJ process only. It was a union more real in the 
nature of tUngs than that of the branches and the vine. This is the 
relation by birth, to which the Evangelist had before alluded in these 
words : — ^' As many as received Hun, to them gave He power to 
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name : 
which were bom, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the 
will of man, but of God (i. 12). 

Many reasons have been given why Jesus selected the vine to 
illustrate the union between Himself and His disciples. The proba* 

1 See note ui. 88. 
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bility is that He has a reference to the Eacharist, which He had insti- 
tuted only a short time before, perhaps within the last hour, with the 
fruit of the vine. (Luke xzii. 18.) He had then instituted and left them a 
new Memorial of Himself, a new means of renewing their union with 
Him, as well as their belief in that union. It may be that there is 
something in the very nature and organism of the vine, that renders 
it peculiarly suitable to indicate the closeness of His union with His 
disciples. 

Jesus is the True Vine. Compared with Him all the other vines 
and their branches are but reflections, shadowy imitations. They 
are called by the same name, because they have somewhat of the same 
efifect on the body as the True Vine has on the soul, to strengthen and 
to refresh. 

The God-Man is the True Vine because He alone can give the 
Holy Spirit to His branches. He is the True Life, because He alone 
can enlighten the soul of man. He is the True Light, because He 
alone can quicken the soul dead in sin. He is the True Bread, 
because He alone can give His Own Body to nourish the soul. 

Beyond the statement that He is the True Vine He says nothing 
respecting the Vine, but goes on to describe the condition of the 
branches and the nature of their culture by the Father. 

2 Every branch in Me that beareth not fruit He taketh 
away ; and every branch that beareth fruit (He purgeth it, 
that it may bring forth) more fruit.^ 

(Alf. He oleanBeth, that it may bear.) 

Jesus says this primarily with reference to the Apostles, and then 
to all the faithful. Judas had been chosen as one of the Twelve. He 
had gone in and out with Jesus for three whole years. He had wit- 
nessed His miracles, and had Himself shared in His miraculous powers. 

1 Branch.-—" These words {kXtj/Mj KXd- Pa. Ixxix. 12 ; Ef ek. xvii. C) : while we 

60s) are related to one another by descent have mention of the k\ASoi of the mnstard- 

from a common stock, derived as they tree (Matt. 3dii. 32), of tiie fig-tree (ICatt. 

botii are from k\Jm frango; the fragile zxiv. 82), of the oliye-tree (Bom. zi. 16), 

character of the branch, the ease with and of trees in general (Matt. xxi. 8)." — 

which it may be broken off, to be planted Archbishop Trench on Synonyms of New 

or graffed anew, constituting the basis Tettament, p. 174. 
and leading conception in both words. ** Fruitfiilness is the consummation 

At the same time there is a distinction of all that God has done in creation, in 

between them, this namely, that kKti/jm hnman history, and in the work of redemp- 

( ss palmes) is especially the branch of tion. All sacraments and ordinances, all 

the vine {afir4\ou K\ri/iat Plato, Bep. i. proyidences and dispensations of goodness 

868, a) : while KKdZos ( r^^ ' ramus*) is the or of seyerity, are working together, like 

. branch, not the larger arm, of any tree : the seasons of the year, and the influences 

and this distinction is always observed in of nature in ripening the natural harvest, 

the New Testament, where K\rifia only in promoting the one great end of general 

occurs in the allegory of the True Vine and individual fruitftdness." — ^Hacmillan 

(John zv. 2, 4, 5, 6 ; of Numb. zii. 24 ; on The True VinCt p. 181. 
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He hod even received the last tender mark of His love ; Jesus had 
washed his feet that very night. But with all this Jndas did not bear 
fruity and the Father had removed him from the company of the 
Apostles. 

The rest of the Apostles had borne some frnit. They had one and 
all expressed great faith in Jesus, and great love and zeal for Him. 
But secretly, unknown, perhaps, to themselves, their love for Him was 
mixed up with a stronger love of life and fear of the Jews. After the 
most earnest protestations of devotion to Him even to death, in a few 
hours they would all either deny or desert Him. After the Day of 
Pentecost we see them delivered from this fear; The Father had 
purged them that they might bring forth more fruit. . He had filled 
them with the Holy Ghost, and the boldness of Peter and John even 
excited the attention of the High Priest and his friends. (Acts iv. 13.) 

3 (Now ye are clean through the word), which I have 
spoken unto you. 

(Alf. Te are clean already, by reason of the word.) 

The Father has many ways of cleansing His disciples, such as by 
His word, or by personal a£9iction in one of its manifold forms. His 
Apostles, He says, are clean already, by reason of the word which He 
had spoken unto them, probably alluding to the words which He spake 
to them at the table after supper. By this word He had freed them 
from much ignorance and vain confidence. Peter had been taught that 
he could not foUow Him now. Thomas had learnt whither He was 
going, and the way. Judas (not Iscariot) now knew that he who had 
seen Jesus had seen the Father. They had all been taught to depend 
less on His sensible presence with them, and to rely less on the 
strength of their own resolution in time of temptation. These were 
some of the human frailties, from which He had cleansed them by His 
conversation with them this night. 

4 Abide in Me, and I in you. (As) the branch cannot 
bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine : no more 
can ye, except ye abide in Me. 

(Alt Even as.) 

5 I am the Vine, ye are the branches : He that abideth 
in Me, and I in Him, the same (bringeth forth) much 
fruit : for (without Me) ye can do nothing.^ 

(Alf. Beareth— -apart from Me.) 



^ Without Me ye can do nothing negation, TvLich in the more frequent 
{x»pU ifJMv 6v SvvourOc iroictv o&ScV).— case, and eerve to make the principal 
** Two or more negations produce one negation more distinct and forcible, and 
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6 If a man abide not in Me, he is cast forth as a 
branchy and is withered : [and men gather them and cast 
them] into the fire (and they are bnmed).^ 

[S. And men gather it, and oast it.] 
(Alf. And they^bom.) 

7 If ye abide in Me, and My words abide in you [ye 
shall ask] what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. 

[V. A. Aflk.] 

(Alf. Ask whatsoeyer ye will.) 

8 Herein is My Father glorified, that ye bear much 
fruit : (so shall ye be) My disciples. 

(Alf. And beoome.) 

9 As the Father hath loved Me, so have I loved you : 
(continue ye) in My love. 

(Alf. Abide ye.) 

10 If ye keep My commandments, ye shall abide in My 
love : even as I have kept [My Father's commandments], 
and abide in His love. 

[V. The Father's oommandments.] 

11 These things have I spoken unto you, that My joy 
[might remain in you], and that your joy (might be) full. 

[V. A. Might be in yon.] 
(Alf. May be in yon— may be.) 

He exhorts them to abide in Him, and on this He promises to 
abide in them. He urges them to this by seyen kindred reasons or 
oonsiderations. 



exhibit the sentence as negative in all taneons conseqnenee ; whoever has fallen 

its parts, x^P^^ ^f^^ ^^ 9^aa$t non po- away from Christ resembles a bxaneh 

testis laoere qnidquam, that isi nihil broken off and thrown away), ^th 

potestis faoere.**— Winer's Orammar of fikneiipai the Presents awdyoyvuf, fte. are 

New Teiiament, p. 521. conneoted."— Ibid. p. 293. 

1 If a man abide not in M#, he is oast And men gather fhem (md ^nMtyowriy 

forth, d;o.->-**It is only in appearance a&r^).—" Words referring to something 

that the Aorist is nsed for the Fatore, antecedent are used in a loose relation. 

^^ /i4 rtf fi4u^ 4y i/JLolf IjSA^^i? H» ^r rh Here itvr^ refers to the Singular rh xXiitMt 

K\fifia, in such case, should such a thing which is in opposition to ft rts.** — liid, 

happen, it U ecut away, not, it will he ea$t p. 654. 
away (its not abiding has the instan- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



COMMENTABT ON ST. JOHN'B GOSPEL. 331 

1. (v. 4) Because withoat Him they can bear no frolt. 

2. (v. 5) If they abide in Him they will bear much fruit. 

8 (v. 6) If a man abide not in Him he is cast forth as a branch and 
is withered. 

4 (t. 7) If they abide in Him, whatever they ask of God they 

shall obtain. 

5 (y. 8) Herein is the Father glorified, that they bear much fimit. 

6 (v. 9) Because He has loved them^ and it is right that they 

should loye Him in return, and continue in His love. 

7 (y. 11) That their joy may be full. 

The first and second considerations are drawn firom their power to 
bear fruit, the third from their punishment, the fourth from their 
reward. The fifth consideration refers to the way in which they will 
be able to magnify the glory of God by their success in converting the 
heathen to His worship. The sixth shows that, if they abide in Him 
the Vine the love which will exist between Himself and them will 
resemble the love which there is between Him and the Father, and 
that the efifect will be similar ; that they will keep His commands with 
an earnestness which will resemble the unity of wiU between Himself 
and the Father. The seventh refers to the joy which their perfect 
union with Him will cause. 

As the branches to the vine, they must be xmited to Him the God- 
Man sacramentally, by the sacraments of Baptism and of the Eucharist, 
and also spiritually or mentally — ^that is by the afiections of the soul. 
Where this is the case they will bear much fruit. Where the former 
exists without the latter, the branches though in the Vine become 
unfruitful, withered and dead here, and in the world to come will be 
cast out and burnt. 

12 This is My oommandment^ That ye love one another 
(as I have loved) you. 

(Alf. As I lored.) 

18 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends. 

14 [Ye are] My friends, if ye do (v^hatsoever) I command 
yon. 

[S. For ye are.] 

(Alf. The things whioh.) 

16 (Henceforth I call you not) servants: (for) the 
servant knoweth not what his Lord doeth: but I have 
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called you friends : for all things that I have heard of My 
Father, I have made known unto you. 

(Alf. I call yon no longer— because— beeause I made kno^m unto yon all things 
that I heard from My Father. ) 

16 Ye (have not chosen) Me, but I (have chosen) you, 
and (ordained) you, that ye should go and [(bring forth fruit)] 
and that your fruit should remain: [that] whatsoever (ye 
shall ask) of the Father in My* name [He may give] it you. 

[A. Bring forth much froit : S. Omits, that : S. He 8hal\ give.] 
(Alf. Did not choose — choose— and bear fruit — ^ye ask.) 

17 These things I command you, that ye love one another. 

The distingnishing mark of the New Dispensation was to be the 
love which they had for each other. Here he calls it, *' My command- 
ment," before (xiii. 84) He called it "a new commandment." Their 
love for each other was to be the characteristic of the brethren-. His 
love to them was to be the standard and model for their love to each 
other. Those whom He calls '' My friends " are not those who Ioyo 
Him, but those whom He loves, and who may not be friends bat 
enemies to Him. Hence therQ is no opposition between this passage 
and that (Bomans y. 6, Ac.)* in which St. Paul magnifies the love 
of Christ because He laid down His Life for His enemies. 

He is still speciaUy addressing the Apostles, and He enume- 
rates several proofs of the love, which He had shown to them in 
particular. 

He had called them and treated them as His friends, not as servants 
but friends. The proof of this was the instruction which He had given 
them. To show them that it was not mere human knowledge, man's 
wisdom, the fruit of man's natural faculties, He calls it *' ail things 
that I have heard of My Father." This was what He had already 
communicated to them, so far as they were in a condition to receive it, 
and He would impart it still more to thorn after the descent of the Holy 
Spirit. 

They had not chosen Him to be their Master. Ho had chosen 
them to be His Apostles. He had appointed them to go and convert 
the world. Whatever they should ask God in furtherance of the 
salvation of the world, in the name of the Saviour, He would grant it. 
This promise relates not to their own personal private interest or 
convenience, but to the fulfilment of their mission as Apostles, for the 
bearing of the fruit which may remain. 

18 If the world (hate you), ye know that it (hateth Me) 
before it hated you. 

(Alf. Hateth you— hath hatoA Me.) 
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19 If ye were of the world, the world would love his own : 
but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you 
out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. 

20 Bemember the word that I said unto you, (The 
servant is not) greater than his lord. 11 they (have 
persecuted) Me, they will also persecute you : (if they have 
kept My saying), they will keep yours also. 

(Alf. There U no seryant— perseented— if they kept My Word.) 

21 (But) all these things will they do unto you for My 
name's sake, because they know not Him that sent Me. 

(Alf. Howbeit.) 

He forewarns the Apostles of the persecntions they would meet 
with, in their attempt to convert the world. In this, as in all other things, 
He was their Leader and Example. What had happened to Him, must 
also happen to them so far as they walked in His steps. The world are 
the men who are given up to the enjoyment of this world, without regard 
to the future, whether Jews or Gentiles. The world's hatred was a proof 
of their righteousness, the world's love a proof of their sin. He reminds 
them of His former saying to which, at the time of its utterance. He had 
called their most earnest attention, " Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
The servant is not greater than his Lord." (xiii. 16.) The servant 
cannot refuse to do and suffer what his Lord does and suffers. He 
is the Lord, they are the servants. The persecution and death which 
He suffers they must not expect to escape. As they have persecuted 
Him, so they would His Apostles; as they have believed Him, so 
they would His Apostles. The reason assigned for this is their 
disbelief in Him as the Messiah, their disbelief in the proofs which He 
gave, that He was sent by the Father, that He was God. 

22 If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had 
not siQ : [but] now they have no (cloke) for their sin.^ 

[S. Omits, But.] 

(Margin, Excase.) 

(Alf. They would not have— excuse.) 

23 He that hateth Me, hateth My Father also. 



1 If I had not oome, &o. — ** Aorist in if I had not come, they would not have 
the condition, Imperfect in the oondu- had sin.** — Viinex'B Qrammar of New Tet- 
sion — it fiii ^\0oy . . • afiaprloaf oifK eTxoy— ' tametitf p. 321. 
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24 If I had not done among them the works which 
none other man did^ (they had not had) sin ; hnt now have 
they both seen and hated both Me and My Father. 

(Alf. They would not bAve.) 

25 Bnt (this cometh to pass) that the word might be 
fulfilled that is written in their Law, They hated Me with. 
oat a canse. 

(▲If. Note not ezpresaed in the original.) 

In these words He makes two distinct propositions. (1) In hatuig 
Him, they hated the Father. (2) They were inexcusable in refosing 
to bdieve in Him, on the proofs tiiat He gaye them. So many and so 
convincing were the proofs that He gave them of His Mission from the 
Father that in disbeUeying them they were guilty of the sin of hatred 
and unbelief. 

The unbelief of the Jews had a moral origin not an intellectual one. 
The seat of it was in the heart, not in the head.* It was not tiiat they 
were unable to understand, how Jesus could be the Son of God. They 
refused even to inyestigate His claims, to hear His words and examine 
His works. Before the coming of Jesus they were anxiously looking 
forward for the Messiah. Jesus wrought the same miracles down 
to the very letter, which the prophet Isaiah had foretold the Messiah 
would. (Isa. xxxy. 6, 6.) The reason why they refased to acknowledge 
Him, and why they hated Him, was that He broke through tiieir 
traditions, that He set at naught their oral law, that He reproved their 
yicesy their hypocrisies, that He preached to them a new life, and 
repentance of their past sins, that He laid claim to no earthly kingdom, 
and declined to deliver them from the yoke of the Bomans. 

The Psalmist had foreseen and had foretold their hatred of Him, 
as well as the nature of it, thus : " Let not them that are Mine 
enemies wrongfully rejoice over Me, neither let them wink with the eye 
that hate Me without a cause (Ps. xxxv. 19); and " They that hate Me 
without a cause are more than the hairs of Mine head: they that would 
destroy Me, being Mine enemies wrongfully are mighty." (Ps. Ixix. 4.) 
Jesus again applies the words of the Old Testament to Himself as the 
natural object of them. Again, by Hifi silence He bears testimony to 
the general accuracy of their " Law.'* 

26 [But] when the Comforter is come, whom I will send 
unto you from the Father, even the spirit of truth, which 
proceedeth from the Father^ He shall (testify) of Me.^ 

[S. Oxiiit0, Bat.] 
(Alf. Bwt wiineifl.) 



* S«0ilotetOxiT«16. 
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27 And ye also (shall bear witness), because ye have 
been with Me from the beginning, 

(All Are mtnesses.) 

This is one of the passages from which we gather what we know re- 
specting the nature of the Holy Spirit. 

1. He is the Third Person in the Holy Trinity, distinct from both 

the Father and the Son. He is said to proceed from the 
Father and to be sent from the Father by the Son. But He 
who proceeds from another, or is sent by another, is distinct 
from Him from whom He proceeds, or by whom He is sent. 

2. He is God, of the same nature as God the Father, because He 

proceeds from the Father. 
8. He is said to proceed from the Father, and to be sent by the 

Son. 
4. He is said to proceed from the Father, not to be begotten by 

the Father. 

It is impossible to express the deductions, which necessarily follow 
from this Terse, more briefly or more correctly than in the words of the 
Creed called the Greed of St. Athanasius. 

'' The Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Ghost is God." 
And again, " The Holy Ghost is of the Father and of the Son : neither 
made nor created, nor begotten, but proceeding." This is but the 
legitimate expansion of our Saviour's Own words. * This is but another 
form of expressing the same truths which He here taught. 

The Holy Spirit will bear witness that Jesus is the Son of God 
through the Apostles; inwardly, by enlightening their minds, by 
enabling them to understand and to receive more fully than before the 
truths of the Gospel : outwardly, by giving them power to work miracles 
in proof that Jesus is God. The Holy Spirit will choose the Apostles 
through whom to bear witness, because they are naturally the most 
suitable instruments for this purpose. The people will most readily 
believe them^ because they have had the best chance of knowing the 
truth, they have been the longest with Jesus. In the economy of 
grace as in the economy of nature everything is ordered and carried out 
with Divine wisdom, with the utmost perfection, and in all its stages. 
No want of unity in plan is anywhere perceptible. 
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INTKODUCTORT NOTE TO CHAPTER XVI. 



Synagogue.—" The origin of the Synagogue is of nncertain dale. 
Some think they find traces of it in very early times, bat htUe is 
known for certain until long after their return from the Captivity. 
Before a synagogue could be erected there must be not less than ten men 
of leisure and reputation resident in the place. Synagogues were 
erected in the highest part of the city, and one of their canons forbade 
a house to be built higher than the synagogue. According to Jewish 
writers, in the time of our Saviour the land was full of synagogues. In 
Jerusalem alone it is said there were 460, or, as others say, 480 syna- 
gogues. There were three days of meeting in the week, the second 
day (Monday), the fifth (Thursday), and the seventh (Sabbath)." — See 
Lightfoot. 

The White Synagogue (Capernaum).— The synagogue, built 
entirely of white limestone, must once have been a conspicuous object, 
standing out from the dark basaltic background ; it is now nearly level 
with the surface, and* its capitals and columns have been for the most 
part carried away or turned into lime. The original building is 
74 feet 9 inches long by 56 feet 9 inches wide : it is built north and 
south, and at the southern end has three entrances. In the interior 
we found many of the pedestals of the columns in their original posi- 
tions, and several capitals of the Corinthian order buried in the 
rubbish. There were also blocks of stone which had evidently rested 
on the columns and had supported wooden rafters. Outside the syna- 
gogue proper, but connected with it, we uncovered the remains of a 
later building, which may be those of the Church which Epiphaniua 
says was built at Capernaum, and was described by Antoninus a.d. 600, 
as a Basilica inclosing the house of Peter. It may be asked what 
reason there is for believing the original building to have been a 
Jewish synagogue, and not a temple or church. Seen alone there 
might have been some doubt as to its character ; but, compared with 
the number of ruins of the same character which have been lately 
brought to notice in Galilee, there can be none. Two of these build- 
ings have inscriptions in Hebrew over their main entrances ; one iD 
connection with a seven-branched candlestick, the other with figures of 
the Paschal lamb, and all without exception are constructed after a 
fixed plan, which is totally difiierent from that of any church, temple, 
or mosque in Palestine. For a description of the very marked pecu- 
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Haritdes, which disidngaish the syna^ogaes .from other buildiogs, I 
would refer the reader to an article on the subject in the Second 
Quarterly Statement of the Palestine Exploration Fnnd. If Tell Hum 
be Capemaom, this is, without doubt, the synagogue built by the 
Boman centurion (Luke yii. 4, 5)/ and one of the most sacred places 
on earth. It was in this building that our Lord gave the well-known 
discourse in John vi., and it was not without a certain strange feeling 
that on turning over a large block we found the pot of manna engraved 
on its face, and remembered the words, ' I am the Bread of Life. 
Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead.' " — Re- 
covery of Jerusalem, p. 844. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

1 Christ comforteth His disciples against tribulation by the prmiu 
of the Holy Ohost, and by His resurrection and Ascension;^ 
Assureih their prayers made in His name to be acceptable to Mi4 
Father; 83 Peace in Christ, and in the world affliction. 

1 These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should 
not be offended. 

The things which Jesus had spoken to them last, and which He 
terms " these things/* were the persecutions which they should suffer, 
and the descent of the Holy Spirit upon them. They were not to be 
offended and fall away because of the persecutions, and for two reasons, 
because they had not been taken by surprise, He had forewarned ihm, 
and because He had given them the Holy Spirit to support them under 
all these trials, however severe they might be. And severe they wonld 
be. For not only would they put them out of the synagogue, which in 
itself would be a civil death, a renunciation of all social comfort afld 
distinction, but they would actually put them to bodily death, and m 
so doing they would think that they were doing God service, that they 
were offering to God an acceptable sacrifice. 

2 [They shall] put you out of the synagogues : yea, (the 
time cometh), that (whosoever) killeth you will think that 
he (doeth God service.)^ 

[S. For they may : A. Doeth service to the Lord.] 

(Alf. An hour cometh— every man that^H)fFereth a service nntp God.) 

3 And these things [will they do unto you], because 
they have not known the Father, nor Me. 

[S. They may do mito you : V. A. Omit, onto you.] 
(ALfi Omits, mito yon.) 

The reason which He gives for these persecutions is not of a nature 
to excuse the persecutors, but rather to increase their condemnation. 

^ Put out of the synagogue. — "A that synagogue stands. With that compa<^ 

heretic cannot 4)e a Jew : cannot liye in and terrible body of men, religion as^ 

Jewzy. When there is no longer a place society are one. An outcast from one is 

for a man in the synagogue, there is no an outlaw from the other."-^nixon'8 Ko9 

longer a home for hica, in the city in which Land^ ii. 156. 
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It is their disbelief in Jesns as the Son of God, their refasal, in 
spite of the proofs offered to them^ to believe that Jesus is sent by the 
Father. 

4 (But) these things have I (told you), that [when (the 
time shall come)], ye may (remember [that I told you of 
them]). (And these things I said not unto you) at the 
beginning, because I was with you. 

[ v. A. When their time ehall oome : 8. That I spake of them.] 
(Alf. Neverthelese — ^spoken trnto yon— their hour is come— remember them— Bat 
theM things I told yon not.) 

Either Jesus had not before spoken of the persecutions which they 
should suffer at all, or He had not foretold them to the extent, and in 
the severity, and with the minuteness with which He now speaks of 
them : or He had then spoken of them when far distant, but now 
when close at hand, on the very point of taking place. When before 
foretelling the persecutions which they should suffer, He had not, as 
now, promised the remedy for them, the Holy Spirit to enable them to 
bear them. 

While He was with them, whatever hatred the Jews might feel, 
whatever violence they might be guilty of, would be directed against 
Him and not against His disciples. Now that He was going away^ 
both Jews and Gentiles would persecute them. He therefore fore- 
warns them of this, and promises to strengthen them by the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, in order that they might not faint under them. 

5 But now I go My way to Him that sent Me : and 
none of you asketh Me, Whither goest Thou ? 

6 ([But] because I have said) these things unto you, 
sorrow hath filled your heart. 

[A. Omits, Bnt] 

(Alf. Yet because I have spoken.) 

Thomas had, it is true, asked Him, '^ Whither goest Thou ?*' But 
beyond that they had manifested little interest in the matter. They 
had scarcely understood the answer, and had not followed it up with 
further inquiry, so as to draw out from Him any information as to the 
advantages which they would derive from His departure. Advantages 
they certainly were to receive by His leaving them, but this, in conse- 
quence of their present sorrow, they could not understand.^ 

7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth : It is expedient for 

I See note on Chap. liy. 16. 

z a 
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you that I (go away) : for if I (go not away,) the Comforter 
will not come mito you : but if I (depart), I will send Him 
unto you. 

(Alf. Depart— depart not— go.) 

To console them in their sorrow, and to convince their judgment 
in spite of their sorrow, He condescends to use an unnsoal mode of 
speaJdng, and to add, as it were, asseveration to His simple assertion. 
" I tell you the truth, It is expedient for you that I go away.'' The 
disciples were like children who have to be weaned for their good, bat 
against their own will, in order that they may receive food more suited 
to their age and condition. So long as Jesus remained with them. He 
would be the object of all persecution, not they. When once He should 
depart from them a totally new scene of trial would begin. Their con- 
dition would appear more desolate, but it would not in reality be so. 
The Advocate or Comforter, whom He would send to supply His place, 
though unseen, would be present with them. Their position in the 
world would be more prominent than before, but the Holy Spirit would 
enable them to fill it. Their temptations would be increased tenfold, 
but the Holy Spirit would increase their power to withstand temptation 
more than tenfold. All this would be the fruit of His Ascension to the 
Father. They ought therefore rather to rejoice than to sorrow at this 
new and fnller dispensation. 

8 And when He is come, (He will reprove the world) of 
sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment.^ 

(Margin. He wiU conTinoe the world.) 
(Alf. He win couyict the world.) 

1 He win reprove the world, <t:c.— (^^Ttrifia) his fellow nuJefaotor n:inko 

(^X^^ci rhr KSafAoy).--*' One may rebuke zxiii. 40 ; cf. Markix. 25). But ^x^ctr 

another without bringing the rebuked to a is a much more pregnant word : it is so 

conviction of any fault on his part : and to rebuke another, with such effectual 

this, either because there wa« no fault, and wielding of the Tiotorious anns of the 

the rebuke was therefore unneeded or un- truth, as to bring him, if not to a oonfes- 

just:orelBebecause, though there was such sion, yet at least to a oonTiction, of his 

fault, the rebuke was in^eotual to bring sin, just as in juristic Greek, 'cX^cir is 

the offender to own it : and in this possi- not merely to reply to, but to refute, an 

binty of * rebuking* for sin, without * con- opponent. 

vinoing* of sin, lies the distinction between " When we keep this distinction well in 
*einrifiwf and *cX^ciy. In iirtTifjMy lies mind, what a light does it throw on a 
simply the notion of rebuking ; which word multitude of passages in the New Testa- 
can, therefore, be used of one unjustly ment, and how much deeper a meaning 
oheoking or blaming another ; in this does it give them. Thus our Lord oonld 
sense Peter 'began to rebuke* Jesus demand, * Which of you convific«lft C*^^ 
(ffp^aro 'ciririfiai'. Matt. xyi. 22; cf. xix. x*0 ^^ ^^ Bin?* (John Yiii. 46). Many 
18; Luke xviii. 89):— or ineffectually, and rebuked Him: many laid sin to His 
without any profit to the person rebuked, charge (Matt. ix. 3 ; John ix. 16), but none 
who is not thereby brouight to see his brought sin home to His conscience. Other 
flin ; as wh«Q the penitent thief * rebuked' passages also will gain from realiiing the 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



COMMENTARY ON ST. JOHN'S GOSPEL. 341 

He first states what are the three principal offices of the Holy 
Spirit with respect to the world, the Jews and Gentiles who refdsed to 
believe in Him, and then re-states each particular separately with an 
explanation of it. 

9 Of sin, because they beKeve not (on) Me. 

(Alf. In.) 

The Holy Spirit, whom He wonld send npon them on the day of 
Pentecost, wonld convince and convict the nnbelieving Jews and 
Gentiles of the sin which they committed in refusing to believe in 
Him, after the proofs which He offered them that He was the Son 
of God, after the many works which He wrought among them of every 
kind and degree of the miraculous. The Holy Spirit would convince 
the world of this, partly by the preaching and by the miraculous works 
of the Apostles, and partly by His secret working on their hearts. In 
refusing to believe on Jesus as the Son of God they refused to believe 
on Him, who alone could save them, who alone could be a sacrifice for 
their sins, who alone could sanctify their hearts, and enable them to 
live without sin for the time to come. 

10 Of righteousness, because I go [to My Father], and 
ye (see) Me no more. 

[S. V. To the Father.] 
(Alf. Behold.) 

The Holy Spirit will convince and convict the world, that is, the 
Jews and Gentiles who believe not in Him, of righteousness; by 
showing that they are not righteous, and that He alone is righteous 
and the source of righteousness to all others. And this He will prove 
by going to the Father. He will prove that the Jew, as tested by the 
law of Moses, is not righteous, and that neither is the Gentile as tried 
by the law of conscience or the law of nature. He will prove that the 
words which Jesus spake of Himself as being the Son of God were 

InhieBB of the meaning of ixvyx*^^* ^^ ^ depth and fahiees of meaning to this 

John iii. 20 ; viii. 9 ; 1 Cor. xiv. 24, 25 ; work of the Holy Ghost, which * reprove' 

but above all, the great passage, John in some part fails to express. * Re who 

xvi. 8: *When He (the Comforter) is shall come in My room, shaU so bring 

come. He wUl reprove the world of sin, home to the world its own sin,' My per- 

and of righteonsness, and of judgment ;* feet ' righteousness,* God's coming * judg- 

for so we have rendered the words, * fol- ment,' shall so * convince' it of these, that 

lowing in our reprove the Latin' * arguet :' it shall be obliged itself to acknowledge 

although few, I think, that have in any them ; and in this acknowledgment may 

degree sought to sound the depth of our find, shall be in the right way to find, its 

Lord's words, but will admit that <con- own blessedness and salvation."— Arch- 

vii^ce,' which unfortunately our Transla- bishop Trench on Synonyms of New 

ion have relegated to the margin, would Testament^ p. 13. 
have been the preferable rendering, giving 
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trua. He would proTe the truth of this by the very fact of His gomg 
to the Father, and by sending His Holy Spirit upon men. The Holy 
Spirit would also prove it to be true, by the miracles He would enable 
the Apostles to perform in attestation of it. 

The world would not see Jesus after His Crucifixion. Neither 
would the Apostles themselves see Him after His Ascension to the 
Father. 

11 Of judgment, because the prince of this world (is 
judged.) 

(Alf. Hath been judged.) 

The Holy Spirit will convince the world, that is, those who refuse 
to believe that Jesus is God, that they are mistaken in acting thus, 
and that they have already been judged and condemned for it. When 
they see Satan their own prince vanquished, cast out of his possessions 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, when they see the Apostles through 
the name of Jesus casting out devils, they must be convinced that they 
are wrong, and that their condenmation is certain, nay that it has 
already taken place. 

12 I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye 
cannot bear them [nowj. 

[S. Omits, Now.] 

St. Luke has recorded (Acts i. S) what was the general subject of 
our Saviour's conversation with the Apostles during the forty days 
between His Besurrection and His Ascension. It was on ^' the things 
pertaining to the Kingdom of God.'' On many of these things they 
would require further instruction, though they might not be able 
to bear it before His Besurrection. As yet they had heard little about 
the Mysteries of the Faith, little about the foundation and the ruling 
of the Church, which was to be planted in all the world. When 
the Holy Spirit came He would lead them into all the truth. But 
He did not lead them into all the truth at once, but gradually 
as they were able to receive it. They were led into it step by 
step, at different times, as circumstances ai*ose which required 
further guidance, further instruction. He did not reveal to them 
until after the Day of Pentecost, that the Gospel was to be preached 
to the Gentiles as well as to the Jews (Acts x.), and later still, 
that the Gentiles need not be circumcised or keep the Law of Moses. 
(Acts XV.) 

13 Howbeit, when He, the Spirit of truth is come, He 
mW guide you into all (truth) : for He shall not speai of 
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Himself: but whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He 
speak : and He shall (shew you things) to come,* 

(All The tnith*-tell yon the things.) 

To express that God the Son and God the Holy Spirit would not 
teach things contrary to each other, bat that what Jesus had abeady 
taught would be confirmed by what the Holy Spirit should teach, 
and at the same time to express the Oneness of the Holy Spirit with 
the Father and the Son, He says, " He shall not speak of himself; 
bnt whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He speak." 

The Holy Spirit would guide them into all the truth, into all the 
truth that concerned them in their office as Apostles and Teachers, 
both in what had reference to the future as much as to the past and 
present. Whatever was required to enable them to fill the office 
of Apostle, Evangelist, or even Prophet, the Holy Spirit would supply, 

14 He shall glorify Me : for He shall receive of Mine, 
and [shall (shew) it unto you]. 

[8. And showeth it unto yon.] 
(Alf. TeU.) 

15 All things that the Father hath are Mine : (therefore) 
[said I that He] [(shall take of Mine, and shall shew)] it 
unto you. 

[8. Said I nnto yon that He: 8. V. That He taketh of Hlne and shall show.] 
(Alf. For this cause— receiveth of Mine, and shaU teU.) 

The Holy Spirit shall glorify Jesus by convincing men both 
outwardly by miracles, and inwardly by working on their hearts, that 
Jesus was the Son of God the Saviour of the world. 

He (the Holy Spirit) shall receive of Mine (the Son's), 

All things, that the Father hath, are Mine, 

For this cause said I that He (the Holy Spirit) shall take of Mine. 

These three verses ai*e of themselves almost sufficient to furnish 
adequate grounds for every statement contained in the following : 

The Catholic Faith is this : That we worship one God in Trinity, 
and Trinity in Unity. 

Neither confounding the Persons ; nor dividing the Substance, 



1 AJl the truth (irScraf r^v &x^eciav).— is not truth uniyersallj, but only in re- 
** It is frequently difficult, and even im- ference to the particular subject. * He 
possible, to ascertain when the Article shall lead you into all the truth,' as Camp- 
should be used before abstract nouns, yet beU has translated it, though without any 
there is not the same difficulty when such remark."— Bishop Middleton on Qreeic 
nouns are preceded by iraf . The examples ArticUt p* 258. 
adduced prove that dx-fOeia, in this place. 
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For there is one Person of the Father, another of the Son, and 

another of the Holy Ghost. 
But the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost 

is all one : the glory equal, the majesty co-eternal. 
Such as the Father is, such is the Son : and such is the Holy 

Ghost. 

16 A little while, and ye [(shall not see Me)] : and again 
a little while and ye shall see Me, [(because I go to the 
Father.)] 

[S. V. Ko longer see Me : 8. V. Omit, because I go to the Father.] 
(Alf. Behold Me no longer— omits, because I go to the Father.) 

In these words Jesus foretells His Death and Resurrection. Of 
His Death, and that as close at hand, He had frequently spoken of 
late, of His Resurrection but seldom. His Death the disciples were 
quite prepared to expect. Of His Resurrection in three days they had 
not the least expectation. The thought of such an event seems nerer 
to have occurred to them. A littie while, a few hours at most, and He 
would be seized by the Jews, crucified, dead and buried, and they 
should not see Him, and again a UtUe while, three days, and He would 
rise again, and then they should see Him. 

But the disciples did not understand His words in this way. He 
had but just said to them that when the Holy Spirit should come He 
would convince the world of righteousness, '' because I go to My 
Father, and ye see Me no more. (ver. 10.) They did not understand 
that what He now said would take place in the interval, before He went 
to the Father. 

Others have explained these words in this way. A little while and 
ye shall not see Me, because I ascend to the Father : again a little 
while, that is, after the time of this your mortal life is over, and 
ye shall see Me, that is, at the Day of Judgment. 

17 (Then) said some of His disciples (among themselves), 
What is this that He saith unto us, A little while, and ye 
(shall not see Me) : and again, a little while, and ye shall 
see Me : and, Because I go to the Father* 

(Alf. Therefore — one to another— behold Me not.) 

18 They said therefore, [What is this that He saith, (A 
little while ? We cannot tell] what He saith.) 

[8. What is this little whUe: V. What is this little while that He saith? we 
cannot tell.] 

(Alf. This little while ? we know not of what He speaketh.) 
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Several reasons have been given why fhe disciples did not under- 
stand this. (1) Because the words themselves are expressed with a 
certain degree of obscurity. (2) The disciples were too much over- 
whelmed with grief for His departm-e to see their meaning. (8) They 
could not understand them from their ignorance that on the third day 
after His Burial He would rise again. 

Perhaps to give them another proof of His power, another reason 
why they should trust Him, He shows them that He knows the 
thoughts of their hearts, or the discussions which they had held among 
themselves. 

19 [(Now)] Jesus knew [that they were desirous to ask 
Him], and said [unto them], Do ye enquire among your- 
selves (of that I said), a little while, and ye (shall not see 
Me) : and again a little while, and ye shall see Me. 

[S. V. Omit, Now: 8. That they were going to ask Him: A. Omits, imto them.] 
(Alf^ Omits, Now— because I said— behold Me not.) 

20 Verily, verily, I say unto you, (That) ye shall weep 
and lament, but the worid shall rejoice : [(and)] ye shall 
be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy. 

[S. V. Omit, And.] 

(Alf. Omits, That— omits, and.) 

A Utile while, a few honrs, and ye shall see me bound, cmcified, 
dead and buried, then ye shall lament with bitter sorrow, bat the world 
the unbelieving Jews, shall exult because they have, as they think, 
overcome Me : but on the third day I shall rise again, and then your 
sorrow shall be turned into joy, but their rejoicing shall be turned into 
vexation and disappointment. Such will be the sense of this passage 
if we regard ver. 16 as referring to the Death and Besurrection of Jesus, 
as seems most probable. 

But if we regard the " little while " in ver. 16 as meaning the whole 
of this present Hfe, then we must interpret ver. 20 with reference to the 
persecution and labour and toil which the Apostles would endure after 
His Ascension to the Father, and to the joy with which they should be 
greeted at the Day of Judgment. 

21 A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because 
her hour is come ; but as soon as she is delivered of the 
child, she remembereth no more the anguish, (for joy) that 
a man is bom into the world. 

(Alt For her joyr) 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



846 COMMENTABT ON ST. JOHN'S GOSPEL. 

22 (And ye now therefore) [have sorrow] : but I will see 
you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no 
man (taketh) from you, 

[A. Shall haye borow.] 

(Alf. So ye also now — shall take.) 

In the first of these yerses Jesas deliyera a parable, He institutes 
a comparison, and in the second He applies it. He compares His 
Death and Passion to the travail of a woman when her hour is come, 
and His Besurrection to her joy after the birth. At the time of His 
Passion His Soul was " exceedingly sorrowful.** (Matt. xxvi. 38.) His 
disciples too shared in some degree in that sorrow. After His Besur- 
rection when He saw of the trayail of His soul, He was satisfied. (Isa. 
liii. 11.) 

He likens the sorrows of His Passion to the sorrow of a woman in 
travail, and the joy of His Besurrection to the joy of a woman at the 
birth of a child : because by His Death and Besurrection He purchased 
the life, the resurrection, of both the body and soul of man. The joy of 
the woman is described as the joy of a woman who has given birth to 
a man-child, as the greatest joy possible, as joy not diminished by 
any human drawback. 

As the woman in travail had sorrow because her hour was come, 
so the disciples were in sorrow because the hour of His Passion is 
come, but as the woman rejoices when the child is bom, so after His 
Besurrection He would see them again and their hearts would rejoice, 
and this their joy in consequence of His Besurrection should never be 
removed from them. 

23 And in that day ye shall ask Me nothing. Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, whatsoever ye shall [ask the Father 
in My name, He will give it you.]^ 

[B. V. Ask the Father, He wiU give it yon in My name.] 
(Alf. Ask of the Father, He will give it yon in My name.) 



1 In that day ye shall ask Me nothing of the distinotion between Airiiy and kpmrv 

—whatsoever ye shaU ask the Father, inggests veiy often a wrong interpretation 

&c. (\v iKtufurf iifiipa ifi€ ovk iparr^trart of the verse— as though Its two dauses 

ov9cr— 5(ra &y dir^trarc rhp xaripfh) &c.— were in near oonnection and direct inti- 

" These words, iurSm and ipttrdut are thesis — ^being indeed in none. In onr 

often rendered by our Translators as Version we read : " In that di^ yt shall 

though they covered one another : nor atk Me nothing {4/i4 ohic kpm-Hiffart «U/r). 

can we object to their rendering, in nn- Verily, verily, I say nnto yon. Whatsoever 

meroas instances, iurhp and ^pttroF alike ye sh^ ask (6a'a fty iwHimrvt) the Father 

by our English * to ask.' Yet sometimet in My name, He wiU give it you.* Now 

they have a little marred the perspicuity every one competent to judge is agreed, 

of ^e original by not varying their word, that * ye shall ask' of the first half of the 

where that has shown them the way. For verse has nothing to do with *ye shsU 

example, the obliteration at John xvi. 2S, ask' of the second ; thai in the first Christ 
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Jesns knew that they had been greatly perplexed by what He had 
said to them just before, and had only been prevented by fear from ask- 
ing Him what He had meant. He here promises that after His Resor- 
reetion He by His own instructions and by the descent of the Holy 
Spirit, would so open their understanding that they would have no need 



is refeiring back to the fffcA«y kvrhv 
l/NfToy of yer. 19 : to the qnestioiiB which 
the dUeiplea would fain have asked of 
Him, the perplexities which they would 
gladly have had resolved by Him, if only 
they dared to set them before Him. In 
that day, He would say, in the day of My 
seeing you again, I will by the Spirit so 
teach yon all things, that ye shall be no 
longer perplexed, no longer wishing to ask 
the questions (of. John xxi. 12) if only 
yea might venture to do so. Thus Lampe 
well : ' Nova est promissio de plenissima 
cognitionis luce, qud convenienta cecono- 
miaa Novi Testament! collustrandi essent. 
Nam sicnt qutestio supponit inscitiam, ita 
qui nihil ampUus quarit abunde se edoc* 
tum existimat, et in doctrinfi plene ex- 
po8it& ac intellects acquiescit.* There is 
not in this verse a contrast drawn be- 
tween asking the Son, which shall cease, 
and asking the Father which shall begin : 
but the first half of the verse closes the 
declaration of one blessing, namely, that 
heriAfter they shall be so taught by the 
Spirit as to have nothing further to in- 
quire ; the second half of the verse begins 
the declaration of a new blessing, that, 
whatever they shall $eek from the Father 
in the 8on*8name, He will give it to them. 
Yet who will affirm that this is the im- 
pression which the English text conveys 
to his mind. 

** The distinction between the words is 
this : AiTCM, the Latin peto is more sub- 
missive and suppliant, indeed the constant 
word for the seeking of the inferior from 
the superior (Acts xii. 20) : of the beggar 
from him thai should give alms (Acts iii. 
2) : of the child from the parent (Matt, 
vii. 9 ; Luke xi. 11 ; Lam. iv. 4) : of the 
subject from the ruler (Ezra viii. 22) : of 
man from God (1 Kings iii.ll ; Matt. vii. 7 ; 
James i. 5 ; 1 John iii. 22 ; cf. Plato 
Euthyph. 14 ; Ivxe<r9ai (tffrty) airciv robs 
e^ois.) *£pflrr<£c0, on the other hand, is the 
Latin rogo ; or, sometimes (as John xvi. 
23) interrogo, its only meaning in classical 
Greek, where it never signifies ' to ask,* 
but only to * interrogate' or * to inquire.' 
Like rogare, it implies that he who asks, 
stands on a certain equality with him from 
whom th« boom is asked, as king vdtb 



king (Luke ziv. 82), or, if not equality, on 
such a footing of familiarity as lends au- 
thority to the request. 

** Thus it is very noteworthy, and wit- 
nesses for the singular accuracy in the 
employment of words, and in the record of 
that employment, which prevails through- 
out the Now Testament, that our Lord 
never uses cdr4ur or cdruaBau of Himself, 
in respect of that which He seeks on be- 
half of His disciples from God: for His ia 
not the petition of the creature to the 
Creator, but the request of the Son to the 
Father. The consciousness of His equal 
dignity, of His potent and prevailing in- 
' tercession, speaks out in this, that often as 
He asks, or declares that He will ask, any- 
thing of the Father, it is always ip«rr», 
ipvrfi<rvf an asking, that is, as upon equal 
terms (John xiv. 16 ; xvi. 26 ; xvii. 9, 15, 
20), never hricf, or cdr^ffct. Martha, on 
the contrary, plainly reveals her poor un- 
worthy conception of His person, that she 
recognises in Him no more than a prophet, 
when she ascribes that aiTct<r9w to Him, 
which He never ascribes to Himself : 8^a 
kv aMiffJi rhv Bthv^ 9(6(rci voi 6 Qf^s (John 
xi. 22) ; on which verses Bengel observes : 
* Jesus de se rogante loquens ^tB^^Buy dioit 
(Luke xxii. 32), et U/wr-fiffv, at nunquam 
alTov/Aoi. Non Grsce locuta est Martha, 
sed tamen Johannes exprimit improprium 
ejus sermonem, quem Dominus benigne 
tulit: namairSia-tfaivideturverbum esse mi- 
nus dignum ;* compare his note on 1 John 
V. 16. 

** It will follow that the ^pcn-ar, being 
thus proper for Christ, inasmuch as it has 
authority in it, is not proper for us ; and 
in no single instance is it used in the 
New Testament to express the prayer of 
man to God, of the creature to the Creator. 
The only passage seeming to contradict 
this assertion, is 1 John vi. 16. The verse 
is difficult, but whichever of the various 
ways of overcoming its difficulty may find 
favour, it will be found to constitute no 
true exception to the rule, but perhaps, 
in the substitution of kpurfitrji for the 
olr^irci of the earlier clause of the verse, 
wiU rather confirm it." — Archbishop 
Trench on Synonyms of New Testamint, 
p. 140. 
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to ask Him any question, that they should understand whatever 
it concerned them to know as the Apostles of His Church. The 
word here rendered in the English Authorised Version ask, in the 
expressions "ye shall ask (ipmr^crare) Me nothing" and "What- 
ever ye shall ask (aiT^a-are) the Father," is in the Greek 
represented hy two diJBferent words. The first generally means to 
ask for information, and the second to ask for a gift or for alms. But 
some have thought that both words, as here used, imply presenting a 
petition. 

Jesus is henceforth to be the medium of all prayer to the Father : 
the medium through whom all prayer will be granted. All grace will 
henceforth be granted through the economy of the Incarnation, so to 



24 Hitherto have ye asked nothing in My name : aak, 
and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full. 

Whatever pertains to salvation they can have by asking for it in 
the name of the Saviour. Hitherto they had asked notUng in the 
name of the Saviour, they had cared little how to obtain salvation, 
they had been ignorant that the way to it was through union with 
Jesus. 

St. James says that the reason why men ask and receive not, is 
because they ask amiss (iv. 3.) either because they do not ask for 
right things, or because they do not ask for them in a right way. 
Ml the promises made in Holy Scripture of hearing and granting 
prayer are made subject to these conditions, that they ask right things 
and in the right way : that they ask for things pertaining to salvation 
and not to bodily comfort or to worldly aggrandisement, and that they 
ask them in the Saviour's name, with all the degree of fiEuth and re- 
pentance and perseverance that this implies. If they asked in this 
way, they would obtain a fulness of grace, of which, hitherto, they 
had never thought. 

25 These things have I spoken unto you in (proverbs) : 
but (the time cometh), when I shall no more speak unto you 
in proverbs, but I shall (shew you plainly of the Father.) 

(Maigin, Parables.) 

(Alf. The hour oometh— tell yon plainly oonoeming the Father.) 

He had spoken these things unto them in parables — in language so 
dark and enigmatical, so clothed in figure, that they did not understand 
His meaning ; as for instance when He had spoken to them respect- 
ing the " little while '* (ver. 16) or of the Holy Spirit, or of His own 
departure, or of their rejoicing. Now He promises that after the 
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Besnrrection He will so open their hearts to nnderstand the Scrip- 
tores, that they shall have no difficulty in understanding whateyer He 
reveals to them. 

26 [At that day ye shall ask] in My name : and I say 
not unto yon, that I will pray the Father for you. 

[8. At that day ask ye.] 

27 For the Father Himself loveth you, because ye have 
loved Me, and have believed that I came ([out from God].) 

[V. From the Father.] 
(Alt Forth from the Father.) 

His object in these words apparently is to show them that the 
Holy Spirit wiU supply His place to them : that though He Himself 
will have departed from them, they will not be left witiiont One, who 
wiU both pray for them and teach them also how to pray. By His 
prayer for them to the Father the Holy Spirit will be sent down upon 
them, and He, when He comes, will teach them how to pray to the 
Father in the name of Jesus. The Father also will grant all that 
they pray for, for He loves them, because they have believed that 
Jesus is His Son. 

28 I came forth from the Father, and am come into the 
world : again I leave the world, and go to the Father. 

These words have been thought to intimate to the disciples more 
than Hes on the mere surface, and to teach them that Jesus came 
forth from the Father by being bom in the world of the Virgin Mary, 
and also more than this, that He came forth from the Father by being 
the Son of God by Eternal Generation. That He was *' God, of the 
Substance of the Father, begotten before the worlds : and Man, of the 
Substance of His Mother, bom in the world." (Creed of St. Atha- 
nasius.) 

29 [(His disciples] said [unto Him)] Lo, now speakest 
Thou plainly, and speakest no (proverb). 

[S. The disciples : V. Omits, unto Him.] 

(Margin, Parable.) 

(Alf . His diseiples say onto Him.) 

30 Now are we sure that Thou knowest all things, and 
needest not that any man should ask Thee : by this we be- 
lieve that Thou camest forth from God. 

(All. Now know we.) 
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The disciples did not understand the words which Jesns spake to 
them (ver. 16), " A little while," &c. They were anxious to ask Him 
hut were withheld hy a kind of fear and awe. He, by His Divine 
power, knew their thoughts and their desire to question Him on this 
point, and in His reply He reveals to them that He knew the caase 
of their perplexity. This was to them a further proof that He was 
the Son of God, a great confirmation of their faith in Him. 

But how weak this their faith really is, strong as they themselTes 
think it, Jesus shows them in the following words : 

31 Jesus answered them, (Do ye now believe) ? 

(Alf. Te do now believe.) 

32 Behold, (the hour) cometh, [yea, is now come], that 
ye shall be scattered, every man to (his own), and shall leave 
Me alone : and yet I am not alone, because the Father is 
with Me.* 

[S. V. A. Omit, now : S. Yea the hour is come.] 
(Margin, Hie own home.) 
(Alf. An hour.) 

It was now night, and before the morning shonld dawn they would 
all fly and desert Him, whom they profess to believe came forth from 
God. They would fly, not in a body and with a preconcerted arrange- 
ment to assemble together again, bat each one for himself, each his 
own way and to His own place of refdge as fear dictated. But this 
their desertion of Him was their dishonour not His loss, for Himself 
He needed not their protection. 

83 These things I have spoken unto you, that in Me 
ye (might have) peace. [In the world ye shall have] 
tribulation : but be of good cheer : I have overcome the 
world. 

[S. V. A. In the world ye haye.] 

(Alf. Hay hare peace— in the world ye have.) 

By the world here He evidently means Satan, the Prince of the 
world, and those whom he influences not to helieve that Jesns is the 
Son of God. Through them the Apostles and their followers would 
have persecution and tribulation of every kind. In Jesus they would 
have peace. So long as they remained united to Jesus by faith and 



« That ye shall be scattered, enrery annexed, as explanatory, to the Plural."— 

man to his own (T^a ffKopwurOnrM tkuffros —Winer'g Grammar of New Testament, 

kts T^ »«a).— "The verb is not to be p. 689. 
directly refexxed to Uoffros, bat Iko^tm is 
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loYe, they would have inward peace—peace in the Bonl — ^in spite of all 
bodily persecution and suffering. The world He had abready overcome 
by ]£b holy life and by the exercise of His divine power, and He would 
still more oyercome it by His Death and Resurrection. He overcame 
the world for them not for Himself, that He might set them an ex- 
ample, and that He might gain for them the power and the grace to 
overcome it. Thus He would also overcome the world through them. 
They would be the combatants and He the author of the victoiy. 
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE TO CHAPTER XVII. 



Natural Culture in Relation to Supernatural, which can only 
BE THROUGH THE INCARNATION. — " The tendency of the system (the 
Olympian religion) was to exalt the human ' element by proposing a 
model of beauty, strength, and wisdom, in all their combinations, so 
elevated, that tiie effort to attain them required a continual upward 
strain. It made divinity attainable : and thus it effectually directed 
the thought and aim of man — 

* Along the line of limiUess desires.* 

** Such a scheme of religion, though failing grossly in the govern- 
ment of the passions, and in upholding the standard of moral duties, 
tended powerfolly to produce a lofty self-respect, and a large, free, and 
varied conception of humanity. It incorporated itself in schemes of 
notable discipline for mind and body, indeed^ of a lifelong education : 
and these habits of mind and action had their marked results (to omit 
many other greatnesses) in a philosophy, literature, and art, which 
remain to this day unrivalled or unsurpassed. 

*' The sacred fire, indeed, that was to touch the mind and heart of 
man from above, was in preparation elsewhere. Within the shelter of 
the hills that stand about Jerusalem, the great Archetype of the 
spiritual excellence and purification of man was to be produced and 
matured. But a body, as it were, was to be made ready for this 
angelic soul. And as when some splendid edifice is to be reared, its 
diversified materials are brought from this quarter and from that^ 
according as nature and man favour their production, so did the wisdom 
of God, with slow but ever sure device, cause to ripen amidst the 
several races best adapted for the work, the several component parts of 
the noble fabric of a Christian manhood and a Christian civilisation. 
* The kings of Tharsis and of the isles shall give presents : the kings 
of Arabia and Saba shall bring gifts.' (Ps. Ixxii. 10.) Every worker 
was, with or without his knowledge and his will, to contribute to the 
work. And among them an appropriate part was thus assigned both 
to the Greek people, and to what I have termed the Olympian religion." 
— Gladstone's Juventua Mundi, p. 876. 
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CHAPTER XVn. 

1 Christ prayeth to His Father to glorify Him ; 6 To preserve His 
Apostles ; 11 In unity ; 17 And truth ; 20 To glorify them and 
all other believers with Him in heaven. 

This chapter containB the prayer, which Jesus offered to the 
Father before He left the Upper Boom where He and the Twelve had 
kept the Passovery and where He had washed their feet and had 
institnted the Eucharist. Judas had left them before He offered this 
prayer, and had gone to the chief priests to arrange with them the 
place and maimer of His betrayal. 

1 These words spake Jesus, and lifted up His eyes to 
heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come : glorify Thy 
Son, [that Thy Son also may glorify Thee.] 

[S. Y. That the Son may glorify Thee : A. Ox&its, Also.] 

hi the first five Terses (1-5) Jesns prays for Himself, in tbe next 
fourteen verses (6-19), He prays for His disciples, and in the 
remainder of Ube chapter (20-26), for them and for those who should 
believe with them. 

The Evangelist minutely records both the words and even the 
attitude, which Jesus uses on this occasion. 

Father, the hour is come ; glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son also 
may glorify Thee. Such language as this could not have been used by 
a mere man, and only by One who was equal to the Father. Jesus 
pi^ys, because He is inferior to the Father as touching His Manhood ; 
He prays thus, because He is equal to the Father as touohing His 
Godhead. 

He prays that at His Death there should be such a manifestation 
of Him as the Son of God, that men may believe in Him. There was 
the more need for this, because He was about to die as a malefactor, as 
a breaker of the law. This would have the effect of eclipsing His 
spotless life, of creating false impressions of Him in men^s minds, and 
ttms of preventing them from believing that He was the Christ the 
Son of God. He, therefore, thirsting for the salvation of mankind, 
prajs that His name, even at His Death, may be rendered so glorious, 
that men may believe on Him, and may thus be saved. 

His prayer to the Father to glorify His Son was answered in part, 
when the veil of the Temple was rent in twain from the top to the 

2 A 
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bottom ; and when the earth did qaake, and the rocks rent, and when 
all natnre was so conyulsed that the Centurion and those who kept 
the watch with Him cried, " Truly, This was the Son of God.'* (Matt, 
xxvii. 61, &c.) 

Jesas desired this not for Himself, but that the glory of the 
Father, that the knowledge of the Father's power and mercy might be 
difiused among men, and that thus the salvation of many among all 
nations might De secured. 

2 (As Thon hast given Him) power over all flesh (that 
He should give eternal Ufe to as many as Thou hast given 
Him). 

(Alf. Aooording as Thou, gavest Him— that vhatBoever Thon hast given Him, to 
them He shotdd give eternal life.) 

Jesus prays that as the Father had given Him power over all flesb, 
over all men, so also He wonld grant Him glory commensurate with 
His power ; that, as His power over men was nnlimited, so also His 
glory, the worship paid to Hun as the Son of God, might also be 
unlimited. 

3 And this is (life eternal), (that they might know) 
Thee the only true God, (and Jesus Christ, whom Thou 
hast sent). 

(Alf. Eternal life— to know— and Him, whom Thou didst Bond, even Jem Cbii«t.] 

In these words Jesns gives the reason why He prays to the Father 
to glorify Him. It is because this His glorification consists in the 
diffusion of the knowledge of God and of Jesus as His Son, sni 
because this is the only way by which men can obtain eternal life. He 
prays for glorification, in order that men may obtain eternal life by 
this glorification of the Father and of the Son, by acknowledging that 
the Father is the true God, and that Jesus is His Son, whom He hath 
sent to be the redeemer of the world. The only way to eternal life is 
to believe and to confess that the Father is the true God, and that 
Jesus is His Son. This belief, and their union with God in conse- 
quence of this belief, causes them to have eternal life, the life of grace 
here, and the life of glory hereafter. The increase and the diffusion of 
this belief is the glorification of the Father and the Son. 

The expression, " the only true God," applied to the Father is not 
meant to exclude the other Persons in the Holy Trinity, but merely to 
exclude false gods. This is plain firom the whole tenor of the 
argument.' 

Our Saviour's words here show, that a belief in the Incarnation is 
as necessary for eternal life, as a belief in the Father is, or a belief ifl 
the Tpnity, 
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*' It is necessary to everlasting salvation : that he also believe rightly 
the Incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

'' For the right Faith is that we believe and confess : that onr Lord 
JesQS Christ, ti^e Son of God, is God and Man." (Creed of St. 
Athanasius.) 

He makes no mention of the Holy Spirit here. Of kte He had 
spoken much respecting the Holy Spirit. It may be that now it was 
necessary to draw their attention exclusively to a belief in Himself 
as the Son of God. For a belief in the Incarnation is the foundation 
of all right belief in God, and of all acceptable approach to Him. 

The practice of using Christ as a proper name, and joining it with 
Jesns did not begin until after the Resurrection, by which Jesus was 
more especially proved to be the Christ. This is the only instance in 
the Gospels where Jesus is joined to Christ, and that occurs in His 
last address to His disciples the very night in which He was betrayed, 
and so but a few hours before His Resurrection. 

4 (I have glorified) Thee [on the earth: (I have 
finished) the work] which Thou (gavest) Me to do.* 

[S. V. A. On the earth, haying finished the work.] 
(Alf. I glorified— by finishing— hast giyen.) 

The work for which He was sent was to redeem mankind, and to 
preach to them the Gospel of Bedemption. In the course of a few 
hours He by His Death and Passion would finish His work of Redemp- 
tion, The work of preaching He would finish by giving His Apostles 
a commission to go and teach all nations. He had glorified the Father 
by offering up Himself the Sacrifice for the sin of the world, and by 
making Him known to man. For God is glorified when He is 
preached to men, and when they believe on Him and worship Him. 

6 And now, Father, glorify Thou Me Tvith Thine 
Ownself, with the glory which I had with Thee before the 
world was. 

In these words Jesus prays, that after His Besurrection He may 
receive with the Father the same glory, as the Word made Flesh, 
which He had with Him before as the Word, that He may sit at the 
Bight Hand of the Father in His glorified Human Body with the 'same 
undiminished glory^ which He had with the Father before He con- 
descended to be bom of a Virgin. 

1 1 have glorified Thee on the Earth, Perfect. In this passage the action is 

&e. (iy^ cr€ ii6^a<ra M rris yi)s, rh tftyov viewed as filling only one point of time 

^T«X^*o«ro). — "It cannot be distinctly past, as simply a past event." — ^Winer*q 

shown from any passages that could be Grammar of New Teftament^ p. 291. 
adduced, that the Aorist stands for a 
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The glory here mentioned has reference to three different mani- 
festations of it. (1) His glory as God, which He had with the Father 
before the world was. (2) His glory as Man, that His Manhood may 
ascend to heaven. But His Manhood conld not ascend to the Father, 
unless it were united to the Godhead. This second manifestation, 
therefore, implies the first. He prays the Father, that the glory which 
He had as God He may after His Besuirection have, as God and 
Man. (3) That His glory may be manifested to His Apostles and 
other followers. This was fulfiUed to the Apostles when they beheld 
Him ascend to Heaven in the presence of angels (Acts i. 9, &c.) : 
when they received from Him the promised gift of tiie Holy Spirit, 
with power to work miracles in His name. 

Thus the glory which He had as God was made manifest by the 
Ascension of His Human Body into heaven ; and this glory was made 
manifest to His Apostles and disciples. 

In the next fourteen verses Jesus prays for His disciples. 

6 I (have manifested) Thy name unto the men, which 
Thou (gavest) Me out of the world : Thine they were, and 
Thou (gavest) them Me : and they have kept Thy Word. 

(Alf. Manifested— hast given.) 

To manifest the name of the Father to the men whom He lad 
given Him out of the world, was the work which the Father had given 
Jesus to dp, and which He says (ver. 4) He had finished. It was not 
the name of God which Jesus was to manifest. This had been known 
long before among men. It was the name of the Father, the Father 
of His Son Jesus Christ which He was to manifest among men, that is, 
to make known to them the Mystery of the Incarnation. 

The disciples of Jesus, the men who had believed in Him, the 
Father had selected out of the world, and had given them to Him 
by drawing them to Him and influencing them to believe on Him* 
Jesus is now about to leave the world, and He prays the Father still to 
preserve and protect them. The argument, so to speak, by which He 
enforces His petition, is that before they believed in Him they were the 
Father's. They had righteously observed the law of Moses, they had 
walked in aU the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless, 
and thus they had been led on to beUeve in Him as the Messiah the 
Son of God. They were the Father's in every sense. They had faith- 
fully observed the law of God before the preaching of John the Baptist, 
and then they had believed in His Son Jesus Christ, and had kept His 
word. 

7 [(Now they have known)] that all things, whatsoever 
Thou hast given Me, (are of Thee). 

[S. Now I have known.] 

(Alf. Now they know— are from Thee.) 
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8 For I have given unto them the words which Thou 
gavest (Me): and (they have received) them, and. (have 
known) surely that I came (out from Thee) and (they have 
beKeved) that Thou didst send Me. 

(Alt, Unto Me-^they receiYed—knew— forth from Thee— they believed.) 

The plea which Jesus here tirges in behalf of His disciples, is that 
ihey have beHeved that He is God Incarnate, that He, the Son of 
Mary, is the Son of God. 

9 (I pray) for them : (I pray not) for the world, but for 
them which Thou hast given Me : for they are Thine.^ 

(Alf. I am piayxfig— I am not praying.) 

10 [(And all Mine) are Thine, and Thine are Mine] : 
and I am glorified in them.' 

[8. And thou hast given them to Me.] 
(Alt And all things that are Mine.) 

Jesus does not mean that He never prays for *' the world," bat 
at this particular time, in this His farewell address. He is praying for 
His Apostles, and for those who should believe through their preaching. 
On His Cross He prayed for " the world," for them who believed not in 
Him, but who crucified Him. Jesus had before said that His disciples 
were the Father's, now He repeats it, and proves it by saying, All things 



^ See note on John xvi. 23. (iii. 6). Even when things and not per- 
* I am glorified in them {M6^ourfuu sons, are in qnestion, the distinction be- 
itf cunois). " Here iv avrdis undoubtedly tween Uv (referring to mental states or 
signifies something more than 81 abrQy, powers) and Hih (of the means) is pre- 
He would have been glorified through served, as 1 Peter i. 6, rohs *t¥ iwydfiu 
them, if they had merely carried into 0fov ^povpovfidyovs Hik Ti<rre»s: i. 22, 
effect, objectively, something conducive riyyiKSxts iu r$ 6iraico$ rijs &\Ji04tas iih 
to the glory of Christ : He would have nvc^/uiTof , and Heb. x. 10. Lastly, pas- 
been glorified in them^ only in as far as sages in which iy and 8iA, in reference to 
they had, in their own persons, in them- things, and not persons, are interchanged, 
alves, subjectively contributed to Ohrist's merely show that both prepositions are 
gloiy. In the same way, the phrase, liv- there employed to express the same mean- 
ing or being in Go<2, appears to indicfite ing, but with different degrees of precision, 
with greater force and precision, than orunderdifferentaspects,Col. i. 16: 2Cor. 
could be done by 8i&, one's taking root, as vi. 4, 8 : 1 Cor. xiv. 19. Even in Matt, 
it were, in the strength of God. iv. 4, *cy xoin-l ^ftan, does not appear to 
When cV and HA are joined together in be exactly equivalent to 4t\ in ixl Jkprw 
one and the same sentence, Z^h expresses yMv», The latter (M) denotes the ground, 
the external means, while iv points to foundation ; iy the spiritual element of 
what has been done in or on somebody, life. At all events, it would be incorrect 
and what, as it were, remains in or on to render iy here by through" — Winer's 
him, Ephes. 1. 7. iy $ (Xpitrr^) tx^fity Qrammar of New Testament, p. 407. . 
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that are Mine are Thine, and Thine are Mine. By their belief in Him 
as the Messiah, by their union with Him as the Head, they glorified 
Him, and they would glorify TTinn yet more when they preached His 
Gospel through the world. 

11 (And now I am) no more in the world, (but) [these] 
are in the world, and I come to Thee. Holy Father, [(keep 
through Thine Own name those whom Thou hast given Me)], 
that they may be one, [(as We are.)] 

[8. V. They : 8. V. A. Keep them through Thine Own name wherein Thoa haai 
giyen them to Me : V. As we are also.] 

(Alf . And I am— and— keep them in Thy name which Thoa haat giyen He^-eyen 
as we are.) 

The word merciful is more often applied to the Father by those 
who pray to Him, than the word holy is, Jesus uses the term because 
He is here asking the Father io keep His disciples holy, separate, 
uncontaminated by the sins of the world, the unbeUevers among whom 
they will have to dwell after His departure from them. 

The principal subject of His prayer ig that His disciples may be 
one as He and the Father are One. He had just united them in One 
in Himself. By giving them His Own Body and His Own Blood He had 
made them one in a sense in which they had never been one before. Their 
oneness before, so far as it existed^ was the effect of agreement in 
intellect, because they held the same opinion. Their oneness now arose 
from their union with Jesus the God Incarnate. Now they were one 
because they had been made one bread, one body, for they had all 
partaken of that one bread. (1 Cor. x. 17.) Amidst the unbelief of 
those around them, Jesus prays the Father to keep them one, one 
in heart and will and love, as He and the Father were One in nature^ 
in essence, as we speak. 

12 While I was with them [(in the world) I, (I kept them 
[in Thy name : those that Thou gavest Me I have kept)], 
(and none of them is lost,) but the son of perdition : that 
the Scripture (might be) fulfilled. 

[S. V. Omit, in the world : V. In Thy name, wherein Thoa gaveat them to Me, 
and guarded them : S. In Thy name and guarded them.] 

(Alf. Omitfl, in the world— I kept them in Thy name whom Thoa hast given Me, 
and guarded them — and not one of them perished— may be.) 

Jesus had kept all those whom the Father had. given Him in the 
trne belief, and in the sincere worship of Him as God, except Judas. 
He, yielding to the temptation of avarice, had betrayed TTini to the 
Jews, as though He were a mere man unable to resist. He is the son 
of perdition as having brought perdition upon himself by his own deeds, 
as having incurred the penalty of perdition. 
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It is plain that, in His prayer to the Father, that His disciples may 
be kept from the evil of the world, and that they may be one, Jesns 
does not include Jadas. When Judas left the Upper Boom he had cut 
himself off from communion with Jesus and His disciples. 

The expression ** that the Scripture might be fulfilled" does not 
imply that there was a necessity, that there was a line of action fixed 
which led to perdition, and that Judas was not a free agent and had 
not the power to avoid this. The phrase is used here and elsewhere, to 
express in the strongest possible form 6od*s foreknowledge of the 
events here related. St. Peter quotes the prophecies in which the end 
of Judas was foretold, Let his habitation be desolate, and let no man 
dwell therein (Ps» Ixix. 25): and his bishoprick let another take. 
(Ps. cix. 8 ; Acts i. 20.) 

13 And now come I to Thee : and these things I speak 
in the world, that they (might have) My joy fulfilled in 
themselves. 

(AV. MaybATe.) 

Jesus is on the point of returning to the Father through His Death 
and Resurrection, and He prays this prayer aloud, that His disciples 
may know that He has prayed thus for them, for their peace and 
safety in the world, aud may rejoice as feeling sure that His prayer 
will be accomplished in them. 

14 I have given them Thy word : and the world (hath 
hated) them, because they are not of the world, even as I 
am not of the world. 

(Alf. Hftied.) 

15 1 pray not that Thou shouldesfc take them out of the 
world, but that Thou shouldest keep them from the evil. 

16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of the 
world. 

Jesus uses the expression that His disciples are not of the world 
twice in these three verses : once as a reason why the world hated them, 
and again as a reason why the Father should keep them from the evil. 
His disciples had relinquished the unbelief and the smful pursuits of 
those around them, and had given themselves up to the service of Jesus 
as the Son of God. This He urges as a reason why the Father should 
keep them from the evil, from sin and its punishment, as well as from 
him who is the tempter to aU sin, the devil. 
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17 Sanctify them [(through Thy truth)]: Thy word is 
[truth.] 

[S. v. A. Throngk the trath : V. Thy woxd is th» trath.] 
(Alf. Inihetrath.) 

The sanctificatioii of which Jesus here speaks was not an initi- 
ative act. He had abeady said, after He had washed their feet, 
that, mih the exception of Judas, who had now left them, they were 
clean (xiii. 10), since that they had partaken of His Own Body and 
Blood, whereby there would be a further sanctification of them body 
and soul. Here, therefore, He probably refers to the more complete 
sanctification of them by the descent of the Holy Spirit at the day of 
Pentecost. 

The sanctification of which heathen philosophers treat is obtained 
by following the dictates of reason, by performing some acts and 
abstaining from others. But high and noble as this often was, it 
failed to reach the depraved nature of man, it offered no remedy for a 
corrupt source of action. 

The sanctification aimed at by the law of Moses was partial and 
prophetic. It removed aU disqualification to an acceptable approach 
to God, but it did not cleanse the heart. It concerned the body rather 
than the soul, and foreshadowed ihat sanctification by the Holy Spirit 
which alone could cleanse the heart. 

The sanctification of which Jesus here speaks is a supernatural 
work. It is derived to His disciples as the fruits of their union with 
Him, the Word made Flesh, and through the operation of the Holy 
Spirit the Third Person in the Trinity. This alone is true sanctifi- 
cation. 

The revelation which Jesus had delivered them, as distingnished 
from the false teaching of the heathen, and from the imperfect teaching 
of the law of Moses, alone taught them the truth. The Incarnation 
with its consequences, God made Man, and man made God, the Word 
made Flesh, and man united to Him, was the truths the fuU and tnie 
teaching of Jesus to His disciides. 

18 As Thou (hast sent) Me into the world, even so 
(have I also sent) them into the world.^ 

(Alf. Didat send— I also sent.) 

This is an additional reason why the Father should keep them and 
isanctify them. As the Father had sent His Son into the world to 
redeem and to sanctify the world, lost as it was in sin, so the Son 

1 Even BO have I alio sent them* of the Apostles)."— Winer's Grammar of 
(«c&YMi ii!w4<rrfiKa o^roirs). " *Air^ffTciXa iB= New Teitomentt p. 292. 
I Bent them forth (referring to the election 
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had likewise sent His Apostles into aU nations to teach and to sanctify 
them. The Apostles had need of a sanctification continually renewed 
for their work, lest in their interconrse with the world they should be 
infected by its sins, or overcome by its temptations. 

19 And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also 
(might be sanctified through the truth.) 

(Mftigin, Tmly sanetified.) 
(Alf. Uay be sanctified in tnith.) 

In a few hours Jesus wonid sanctify Himself, He would offer 
Himself on the Cross the Sacrifice for the whole world. By His Death 
He would make Himself the Victim, the Oblation, and would thus 
make atonement for the sins of the world. The effect of this His 
sanctification on His Apostles would be, that they also in their degree 
would be sanctified, and would devote themselves and their lives as 
victims in the service of the world, in preaching to them the truth, the 
Gospel of Jesus. 

Hitherto Jesus has been praying for His disciples, for the Apostles, 
and those who had been converted by His own teaching. In the rest 
of the chapter He prays also for those who should be converted by the 
preaching of His Apostles, that is, for the whole Churchy for all in all 
ages who should believe in Him. 

20 (Neither pray I for these alone), but for them also 
[(which shall believe on Me)] through their word. 

[S. v. A. Which believe on Me.] 

(Alf. Tet not for these alone do I pray— that believe in Me.) 

21 That they all may be one : (as Thou, Father, art in 
Me, and I in Thee), that they also may he one in Us : that 
the world may believe that Thou (hast sent) Me. 

(Alf. Even as Thou Father in Me, &c.— didst send.) 

As before, when Jesus prays for the Church, the substance of His 
prayer is that they may be one, that His disciples may be one in faith, 
one in love, as He and the Father are One in nature or essence. 
Their union with Jesus is the root of their union, of their oneness, with 
each other* Their love to Jesus is the root of their love to each other. 
Their oneness with each other is but the natural effect of their union 
with Jesus. Their love to each other is but the necessary fruit of their 
love to Jesus. Whatever in them is earthly and selfish is absorbed by 
their love to Jesus. Like fire, the love of Jesus is the source of life 
and zeal ; like light, it refreshes and invigorates everything within its 
reach. 
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A union through agreement in opinion would not convince the nnbe- 
lieyer in JesoB. It most be a union through IoyOi and the centre of 
that union and of that love must be Jesus. 

22 And the glory which Thou (gavest Me) I have given 
them : that they may be one, [even as we are one,] 

[V. Eyon as we are one ; & Bven as we.] 
(Alf. Hast giTen Me.) 

23 I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be made 
perfect in one : {and that] the world may know that Thou 
(hast sent) Me, and (hast loved) them, as Thou (hast 
loved) Me. 

[8. Omito, that : Y. Omits, and.] 

(Alf. That the world--didst send— lovedat.) 

The glory, of which Jesus here speaks, has been explained in two 
ways. Some have thought that it means the glory of Sonship with 
the Father. This Jesus as God had naturally, so to speak ; as Man 
by the Hypostatic Union with the Divine nature. This glory He had 
given to tixem : *' To as many as received Him, to them gave He power 
to hecome the sons of God" (i. 12), not by nature but by adoption, not by 
natural birth, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man bat of God. 

Others have elplained this gloiy with reference to the communica'* 
tion of Christ's Divine and Human nature to man in the Eucharist. 
This is the highest glory that can be conferred on man while on eaitb. 
By this mystical union with Him the many members of His Body are 
united in one. It may be that Jesus here prays that as His disciples, 
those who believe on Him, have already been united in one by the 
communication to them of His Divine and Human nature in the 
Eucharist^ this oneness may be ratified and continued and increased 
by the descent upon them of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. 

Thus they see both the privileges which belong to them here as His 
disciples, and the reward which awaits them hereafter. The privileges 
are a share in the glory, a portion of the love, which is shown by the 
Father to the Son, so far as this can be communicated to man. The 
reward is, that they may dwell with Him hereafter, and enjoy the 
beatific Vision, that tiiej may behold His glory with all the transformiog 
effects of that Vision. 

24 Father, I will (that they also, whom Thou hast given 
Me), be with Me where I am : that they may behold My 
glory, which Thou hast given Me : (for) Thou lovedst Me 
before the foundation of the world. 

(Alf. That ivhat Thou hast given Me, even they— because.) 
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25 righteous Father, the world (hath not known 
Thee) : but I (have known Thee), and these (have known) 
that Thou (hast sent) Me. 

(Alt Knew Thee not— knew Thee— knew— didst send.) 

26 And I (have declared) unto them Thy name, and 
will (declare it) : that the love [wherewith Thou (hast 
loved) Me] may be in them, and I in them. 

[S. Wherewith Thou hast loved them.] 
(Ali, Made known— make it known— loTedst.) 

Before (ver. 11) Jesas addressed the Father as Holy Father, here 
as Righteous Father. Then He had reference to their sanctification by 
the Holy Bpirit : here He refers to the justice which the Father shows 
in giving them His glory, the beatific Vision, as a reward for believing 
in Jesns His Son, and for belieying in Him in spite of the unbelief of 
men generally. 

During His own Ministry on earth He had made known to them 
the name of the Father, not merely the knowledge of Him as God, but 
as God the Father. As they were able to bear it, He had revealed to 
them the knowledge of the Holy Trinity and of the Incarnation ; and 
He here promises to do that still more by the Holy Spirit, whom He 
will send to them on the day of Pentecost. The effect of the mission of 
the Holy Spirit upon earth will be the continuance of their union with 
Him, and the increase of their love to Him and to each other. 

With these words Jesus closes His prayer for His Church, which 
He had offered to the Father in the hearing of His eleven Apostles. 

In delivering His instructions to His Apostles, and in offering up 
His prayer to tixe Father for them. He had occupied a considerable 
portion of time. But in this He was only acting in accordance with 
the custom of the Jews at the Passover supper. On that evening it 
was their custom to draw out their discourse to an unusual length, and 
to recount one by one some of God's merciful dealings with His people 
of old. 
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE TO CHAPTER XVIII. 



GOVEBKMEKT OF JUD^A FBOM THE DEATH OF HEBOD THE GBEAT 
UNTIL THE DESTEUCTION OF JEBUSALEM BY TITUS. 

[Compiled from Greswell's Diuertatioru, YoL It. part ii. p. 735, etc] 



ElCPBBOBB. 


TiTBiJBCHS. 


HlOH PBIB8T8. 


B.C. 


B.C. 


B.C. 


81. Augustas. 


4. Arohelaus. 


8. Eleazar, son of Boethas. 




Pbooubatobi. 


(r) Jesus, son of Sie. 




A.D. • 


(?) Jozar, son of Boethus. 




7. Coponius. 


7. Ananus, son of Seth. 




10. Marons Ambiyius. 


22. Ishmael, son of Phabi. 


A.D. 


18. Anniuf! Bufus. 


24. Eleazar, son of Ananus. 


U. Tiberius. 


15. Yaleriua Gratus. 


25. Simon, son of Camithus. 




26. Pontius Pilatus. 






86. Maroellus. 




87. Caligulfl. 


87. MarylluB. 


87. Jonathan, son of Ananus. 
Theophilus, son of Ananas. 

41. Simon Cantheras, son of Boethus. 

42. Matthias, son of Ananus. 
48. ElionaBUB, son of Cantheras. 




44. Cuspius Fadus. 


44. Josephus, son of Cami. 




46. Tiberius Alexander. 






48. Yentidius Oumanus. 


49. Jonathan, son of Ananus. 


54. Kero. 


50. AntoniuB Felix. 


56. Ismael, son of Thabei. 




58. Foroius Festus. 


61. Josephus Gabi, son of Simon. 




62. Albinus. 


62. Ananus, son of Ananus. 


66. Galba. 


64. GessiuB Floras. 


Jesus, son of Damnaeus. 


69. Otho. 


< 70. M. Antonius Julianus. 


68. Jesus, son of Gamaliel. 


YiteUiuB. 




65. Matthias, son of Theophilus. 


Yespasian 


72. Liberius Maximus. 


67. Phannias, son of SamueL 

--Wmam's Holy City, i. 487. 



High Priest. — The following passages from Josephas show the capri- 
cioasness with which the Roman Governors changed the High Priest 
and also the time during which Gaiaphas retained that office: 

^^ Tiberias Nero, the stepson of Augustus, and the son of Liria his 
wife, succeeded Augustus, being the third Emperor of the Bomans, and 
sent Valerius Gratus to be Governor of JudsBa instead of Annius Rnfiis. 
He removed Ananus from the Pontificate, and put Israel, the son of 
Fabius in his place, who was soon after deposed, and the honour 
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transferred to Eleazar, the son of Ananns, the High Priest. It was 
taken from him in one year and given to Simon, the son of Gamith, 
who, after another year, was commanded to deliver it up to Joseph, 
whose snmame was Gaiaphas. Gratus having been now eleven years in 
his government, went back to Bome, and Pontins Pilate succeeded 
him." — Antiq. xviii. 4. 

" Yitellins (a person of consular dignity and at that time Governor 
of Syria) npon this sent his friend Marcellus to take charge of the 
government of Judsea, and ordered Pilate to Heme to answer before 
Caesar the accusations that were exhibited against him. He had now 
been ten years in his government, and upon this order put himself upon 
a journey to Home, but Tiberius died before he got thither." — Idem, 
xviii. 5. 

"Vitellius took away the High Priesthood from Joseph, called 
Gaiaphas and gave it to Jonathan, the son of the High Priest Ananus, 
and so went his way back to Antioch." — Idem, xviii. 6. 
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CHAPTER XVm. 

1 Juda% hetrayeth Jesus ; 6 The officers faU to the ground ; 10 Peter 
smiteth off MaUhvs^s ear ; 12 Jesus is taken, and led unto Annas 
and Caiaphas ; 15 Peter^s denial; 19 Jesys examined by Caiphas; 
28 His arraignment before PUate ; 36 His kingdom ; 40 The 
Jews ask Barabbas to be let loose. 

After Jesus had ended His prayer to the Father He and His disciples 
left the Upper Boom and went over the brook Gedron. Probably the 
strife among his disciples as to which of them should be the greatest 
(Luke xxii. 24) had occurred before Jesus deliyered His address to 
them. Whether they had sung the hymn before this discourse or after 
it is uncertain. Some have concluded^ that St. Matthew (xxvi. 80) 
meant to imply, that the singing the hymn took place after the discourse 
of JesuSy and immediately before they left the room. But it would 
seem to have occurred more naturally after the eating of the Passover. 
The Hallel, or seryice of praise sung at the Passover consisted of the 
series of Psalms from cxiii. to cxviii. The first portion, comprising 
Psalms cxiii. and cxiv., was sung in the early part of the meal, and the 
second part aftier the fourth or last cup of wine. This is supposed to 
have been the ''hymn" sung by Jesus and His disciples, as mentioned 
by St. Matthew (xxvi. 80) and St. Mark (xiv. 26). St. John omits all 
mention of '' the hymn " probably because he omits all express mention 
both of the Paschal supper^ and of the institution of the Eucharist. 

The following may have been the order in which the events of this 
evening thus far occurred. They eat the Passover, singing the Psalms 
of HaUel in the proper place. Jesus then having washed the feet of 
His Twelve Disciples instituted the Eucharist. After that He indicated 
to St. John, by the giving of a sop to Judas, who should be the traitor. 
Judas now left the room, and Jesus began His discourse to His Disciples, 
and last of all He offered his prayer to the Father. This being ended 
Jesus and His Eleven Disciples leave the Upper Boom, and cross over 
the brook Gedron or Kidron to the Garden of Gethsemane. 

1 When Jesus had spoken these words, He went forth 
with His disciples over the brook Gedron, where was a 
garden into the which He entered, and His disciples.^ 

1 Over the brook Gedron {wipay rdv at the bottom of a deep ravine, 'wbioh is 
Xfifi^pov rvy KiZpuv. S. rov KtHpou) — spoken of as a vallej by JoBephns, is in 
*' Tbe bed of the Kidron although it lies Scripture almost unifoimly designated not 
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2 (And) Judas also, which (betrayed Him), knew the 
place: (for) Jesus ofttimes resorted thither with His 
disciples.^ 

(Alf , Now— 4eliT«nd Him np— beoaoM.) 

S Judas then, having received (a band) of men and officers 
from the chief priests [and Pharisees], cometh [thither] with 
lanterns and torches and weapons.' 

[S. And from tho Fharigeeg : 8. Omits, thither.] 
(Alf. The band.) 



as the V€Uleyf but as the brook : a dietino* 
tion of usage which it is important to 
obsenre. The Kidron itself is no more 
than a winter torrent : and snch is the 
strict meaning of the Greek word which 
is applied to it in the New Testament : 
{x«i/Mppos. John xviii. 1). Even in winter 
but little water is to be fonnd in it except 
during the heavy rains, and only at inter- 
vals are any traees of a continnons water- 
course descemible. The meaning of the 
name Kidron, denoting dark or blackith 
(or, according to Gesemns, turbid) is illus- 
trated by a passage in the Book of Job, 
in which the corresponding Hebrew par- 
ticiple is employed. The Kidron is one of 
those brooks * which are blaekiih by rea- 
son of the ice, and wherein the snow is 
hid: what time they wax warm, they 
vanish ; when it is not they are consomed 
out of their place.' (Job vi. 16, 17.) "— 
Thmpp's Ancient Jenualem, p. 211. 

** Kidron was so called from blackness : 
the waters being blackened by the mud 
and dirt that ran into it, it being indeed 
rather the sink or common sewer of the 
city than a brook."— Lightfoot, ii. 607. 

•<An objection has been drawn from 
the reading r6y nilpttv, which, as in 
BO many other instances tiims out upon 
examination to be favourable to the 
view against which it is directed. Argu- 
ing firom the plural article which has 
the authority of a majority of MSS., it 
has been inferred that the Evangelist 
was ignorant of the true derivation of 
the name Cedron or Kidron, which does 
not stand for * cedars,' but is a Hebrew 
word meaning * black ' or * dark.' But the 
Codex Sinaiticus reads rov xt^pov, and a 
respectable minority of MSS. read rov 
K4Zo€gy, which may be restored to the text 
with little hesitation. If the original 
reading was rov xihputf, it is easy to 
understand how each pf the two porrpp- 



tions came to be substituted for it by 
copyists knowing only Greek. But on the 
other hand it is difficult to see how either 
rov it49pov could be corrupted into rmp 
K^Hpar or vice versA, or how either of 
them could sink into snch a monstrosity 
to a Greek eye and ear as rov $c49p«y. To 
suppose that this last was a correetlon on 
critical grounds would be a mistaken 
modernism. Even upon the supposition 
that row $c49pw or rmy Mpmw was the right 
reading, it would still be eredible that a 
person who was thoroughly acquainted 
with Hebrew might yet bs struck by the 
similarity in form (he might think also in 
meaning) of the Greek word, and so be led 
to use it as a translation. I suspect that 
the history of geographical nomenclature 
would furnish analogies to such a case. 

** It ought however to be noticed that a 
majority of the best professed critics 
(Tischendorf, Tregelles, Westcott) retain 
r&v K49fmy ; and the niceties of text- 
criticism are such that a positive opinion 
ought not be expressed except by those 
who are thoroughly conversant witti them. 
The genuineness of the Gospel, however, 
is not affected whichever way the decision 
may go."— Sanday's HUtorical CharacUr 
of the Fourth Qotpel, p. 240. 

I For Jeana ofttimea resorted thither, 
&e.— **It is probable that Jesus often 
resorted to this place, not only because of 
its retirement, but also because it formed 
a flt place of meeting when his disciples, 
dispersed through the city by day, were to 
join His company in the evening and go 
with Him over the hill to Bethany. And 
this seems the real meaning of the origi- 
nal words, voKk4xis <nfrfix9fi 6 Iriaovs 4Kh 
ft€rh r&w fjMBirr4oy ti&rdv. Jesus ofttimea 
rendezvoused at this spot with His dis- 
ciples." — Miition to the Jew$ from Scot- 
land, p. 162. 

> The Ibaad (r^y owMtpw)^^" This is 
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Through the same gate and by the same path along which David 
had passed with his followers, when he fled from his son Absalom 
(2 Sam. XT. 23) through the yery same gate (now St. Stephen's) and 
along the very same path Jesus leads His Eleven Apostles sad and 
perplexed. Enough had happened during the evening to fill their 
hearts with sorrow, and they were in ignorance as to how all this would 
end. 

The brook Eidron or Cedron is the channel of the valley of Jeho- 
shaphet, the deep ravine which lies on the east of Jerusalem between 
the City and the Mount of Olives. Though the mere bed of a wintry 
torrent, it is occasionally swept over by a large volume of water. In 



spoken of definitely, as being the partica- 
lar cohort which, by order of the Procura- 
tor, attended on the Sanhedrin at the 
great festiyalB and preserved tranqnUlity." 
— Middleton on Greek Article^ p. 261. 

Then Judas having reoeived a band, 
&C«— **Oar English Version gives little 
idea of tiie ezactaess of the description in 
the verse which follows : 'O olv 'I^vSas 

[ik] r&y ^apurdiuv (nrnpirM kpx^cUf &o, 
Svct/w is a Boman cohort, ^ airiipa that 
which garrisoned the citadel of Antonia. It 
is probable that part only was present: 
but it is caUed ^ tnrttpa from its being 
under the command of the chief officer, or 
GhiUarch, of the cohort, who is mentioned 
in verse 12. The inrniplrai are the servants 
or apparitors of the Sanhedrin. Dr. 
Scholten raises another objection which 
only recoils upon his own theory, founded 
on the introduction of the Boman soldiers. 
He thinks they were unnecessary and that 
their presence is improbable. But it is 
obviously accounted tor by the fear of the 
chief priests that the arrest of Jesus would 
cause an uproar among the people. At a 
time when 3,000,000 people were as- 
sembled in and round a city which usually 
held about 50,000, it must have been easy 
to collect a crowd anywhere; and Josephus 
testifies to the excitable condition of mind 
and frequent disturbances and bloodshed 
among tiie pilgrims attending the Pass- 
over. A little spark might easily set so 
much inflammable material into a blaze, 
especially if it arose from the Messianic 
expectations. Thus we read that 3000 
men were slain in a sedition at the time 
of the Passover on the accession of Arche- 
laus in b.c. 4. A little later there is an 
outbreak against Sabinus at the Feast of 
Pentecost, in putting down which Varus 
crucified 3000 men. Under the oppres- 
sions of Pilate the Jews . were constantly 



upon the verge of insurrection, and the 
great centres of sedition were the religions 
feasts. The presence of the Quliazch and 
his soldiers was therefore a natural and 
necessary precaution." — Sanday*B HUtori- 
cal Character of the Fourth Ootpel^ p. 241. 
With lanterns and toTohes (/ler^ 
^wuv Kol KofwwiZmv.) — " In rendering 
Kvxvos and XofLvis our Translators have 
done the best in their power with the 
words which they had at their disposal. 
Had they rendered Xofiwds by * torch * not 
once only (John xviii. 3) but always, this 
would have left * lamp,' now wrongly 
appropriated by Xofix^s, disengaged. 
Altogether dismissing ' candle,* they might 
have rendered x^vos by *lamp * wherever 
it occurs. At present there are so many 
occasions where * candle' woold mani- 
festly be inappropriate, and where, there- 
fore, they are obliged to faU back on * Hght * 
that the distinction between 4p«s and 
X^xvos nearly, if not quite, disappears in 
our Version. 

** A^xvos is not a ' candle ' (candela 
from candeo, the white wax ll^t, and 
then any kind of taper), but a hand-lamp 
fed with oil. Neither is kofiwds a * lamp,' 
but a * torch,' and this not only in the 
Attic, but in the later Hellenistic Greek 
as well, and so, I believe, always in the 
New Testament. It may be urged that in 
the parable of the Ten Yirgins the 
A.a/Airdi8cs are furnished with oil, and must 
needs therefore be lamps. But it is not 
so. Elphinstone {History of India^ vol. i. 
p. 333,) shows that in the East the torch 
as well as the lamp is fed in this manner. 
These are his words : The true Hindu 
way of lighting up is by torches held by 
men, who feed the flame with oil from 
a sort of bottle (the ikyytiov of Matt. xxv. 
4) constructed for the purpose." — Arch- 
bishop Trench on Synonyms of New Testa- 
ment, p. 161. 
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all probability wben Jesns and His disciples now went over the Kidron 
it was dry> for this was the month of April. Across the Eidron and 
leading up to the Moont of Olives is a garden where Jesos ofttimea 
resorted with His disciples. 

There is no reason to limit the expression " for Jesus ofttimea 
resorted thither with His disciples/' to this His last visit to Jerusalem. 
Either here in this garden, or in the neighbouring village of Bethany, 
it is supposed that He spent each night in EUs several visits to 
Jemsalem. There is no record that He ever spent a night within the 
City of Jerusalem itself. During the daytime he taught in the 
Temple, and in the evening He retired either to Gethsemane or to 
Bethany. St. John does not record the prayer of Jesus in the Garden 
of Gethsemane: he says nothing either of His Agony or of the 
heaviness of the disciples, which the other three Evangelists have 
so minutely related, but he hastens on at once to the events connected 
with His apprehension by the soldiers. 

The care taken to provide the band with everything, that they 
might require in their attempt to apprehend Jesus, indicates the 
determination of the chief priests and Pharisees to make sure of 
Him. Though it was full moon they had with them various kinds of 
lights, lanterns, and torches, either for searching under the trees or 
within the caves with which the neighbourhood abounded, as the 
occasion might require. They had also weapons, swords and staves 
(Matt. xxvi. 55)^ in case His disciples should offer resistance. Probably 
soldiers and officers were employed who were well acquainted with 
Jesus, but lest there should be any mistake, and to prevent any 
possibility of His escape through their ignorance of His Person, as 
a sign a kiss was to be given Him by Judas. (Matt. xxvi. 48.) 

4 [Jesus therefore, knowing] all things (that should come 
upon Him), went forth, [and said] unto them. Whom seek 
ye? 

[S. BntJestis knowing: V. Andaaiih.] 
(Alf. That were coming npon Him.) 

5 They answered Him, Jesus of ISfazareth. [Jesus saith 
unto them, I am He.] (And) Judas also, (which betrayed 
Him) (stood with them.) 

[Y. He saith nnto them, I am Jesns.] 

(Alf. Now— which deliyered Him up— was standing with them.) 

6 As soon [then] as (He had said) [xmto them], I am He, 
they went backward, and fell to the ground. 

[A. Omits, then : S. Omits, nnto them.] 
(Alt He said.) 

2b 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



870 COMMEKTARY ON ST. JOHN'S GOSPEL. 

The Evangelist is careful to point out, that Jesus was not taken by 
surprise at the arrival of Judas with a band of armed men, and that He 
voluntarily offered Himself up to them, that, so far from showing the 
least trace of a desire to avoid them or escape from them, He even 
thrust Himself, so to speak, on their notice. 

Both the kiss of Judas and the declaration of Jesus Himself indicate 
to them the object of their search, but for a time they lack the power to 
execute their commission. A blindness or a powerlessness bodily or 
mental seems to have seized them. All this was doubtless done, 
to show that Jesus was not a malefactor prevented from escaping, but a 
Sacrifice who willingly gave Himself up to Death. 

It has been thought that Judas, though He came with the band of 
armed men, did not wish to appear to belong to them — ^that He advanced 
a little in front in order to give the kiss to Jesus, but that when he 
received from Him the rebuke " Judas, betrayest thou the Son of Man 
with a kiss ? " (Luke xxii. 48) that he a^ain withdrew into the midst 
of the band and remained standing with them. 

Whether they went back a littie and then fell with their face to the 
ground, or, as some have thought, went back and fell backwards, the 
cause was the same, the Divine power of Jesus. Either this super- 
natural power was exerted over the band through a visible cause, as by 
some irresistible terror conv^ed by His voice or countenance, or by 
some awe which suddenly and secretly filled their hearts without any 
visible agency to account for it. Perhaps the very terms of His answer, 
*' 1 am,* carried with them a ^ower which they could not withstand 
until He expressed His permission for them to take Him. 

7 (Then asked He them again), Whom seek ye ? And 
they said, Jesas of Kazareth. 

(Alf. He aik«d them therefore again.) 

8 Jesus answered, (I have told you) that I am He ; if 
therefore ye seek Me, let these go their way, 

(Alf. I told you.) 

9 That the same might be fulfilled, which He spake, Of 
them which (Thou gavcst Me have I lost none.) 

(Alf. Thou hast given Me I lost none.) 

The words " let these go their way" do not convey a mere request 
to the soldiers, but the intimation of His Divine will, the accomplish- 
ment of His pnipoie. 

"With the exception of Judas, He had allowed none of the Twelve 
to perish, either bodily by the violence of the soldiers, or spiritually by 
treachery towards Himself. They showed fear and timidity even so far 
as to deny and desert Him, but this was the effect of surprise or of the 
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weakness of the flesh. None of them but Jndas had acted with a settled 
resdntion to betray Him, and that for worldly gain. Their love to 
Jesus was undoubted, but their belief in Him as Ood was not perfect 
as yet, it was not unmixed with some considerable drawback. 

10 Then Simon Peter having a sword, drew it, and 
smote the high priest's servant, and cut oflf his right ear. 
The servant's name was Malchus. 

11 (Then said Jesus) unto Peter, [Put up thy sword] 
into the sheath : the cup which My Father hath given Me, 
shaUInotdrinkit?^ 

[S. V. A. Pat np the Bword.] 
(Alf. Jesus therefore said.) 

Of the four reasons which Jesns gave why Peter should put up the 
sword and not offer any further resistance to those who came to appre- 
hend Him, St. John mentions only the last. 

1. For all they that take the sword shall perish with the sword. 
(St. Matt. xxyi. 52.) All who shed blood, except by lawful authority, 
are guilty of death. God had commanded Noah, Whoso sheddeth 
man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed. (Gen. ix. 6.) 

2. That He had no need of such resistance. For had He wished 
to resist His capture, He could have had twelve legions, an infinite 
niunber, of angels to defend Him. 

8. That to offer resistance was the way to render void the Scriptures, 
which had foretold the redemption of mankind through His Death and 
Passion. '' But how then shall the Scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it 
must be ? ** 

4. ^' The cup, which My Father hath given Me, shall I not drink 
it ? " The cup of suffering, the death which is the lot of all men, He 
as the Word made Flesh must undergo. The Flesh, the Body, which 
He had received from His Mother, naturally shrunk from this, but the 
Godhead willed it. 

St. John omits the first three of these reasons and gives only the 
fourth, which is omitted by the other three Evangelists. 

All the four Evangelists relate the cutting off of the ear of the high 
priest's servant. St. Luke and St. John describe it more exactly than 
the others, and say it was the right ear. St. John alone says that the 
servant's name was Malchus, and that it was Peter who drew his sword 
and cut off his ear. The others merely state in general terms that it 
was one of them which were with Jesus (St. Matt. xxvi. 51), or '' one 

1 The cup—- shaU I not drink it? {t6 sake of emphaais." — ^Winer's Grammar of 
vorftpioy 8 B4BctK4y fMt 6 irarfip, oh fx'fi Titt New TdUment, p. 160. 
ivrS].^** The pronoim is here used fox the 

2b2 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



372 



COMMENTABY ON ST. JOHN S GOSPEL. 



of them that stood by'' (St. Mark xiy. 47). At the late period at 
which St. John wrote his Gospel, probably all the reasons which had 
formerly existed for withholding the name^ either of the servant or of 
St. Peter were then removed. 

When Je&us had asked the band of armed men a second time, 
"Whom seek ye?" had invited them to take Him and let the disciples 
go, they appear to have moved towards EUm. Then it was that Peter 
drew his sword and struck a servant of the high priest's and smote off 
his ear, probably as being one of the most eager to lay hold on Jesus. 
When He had healed the servant's ear, and had rebuked fii-st His 
disciples for offering resistance, and then the soldiers and officers 
for coming out against Him as against a thief, then they lay 
hands on Him and lead Him away. Comparing the several accounts 
of the Evangelists together, it is plain that they had not laid hands on 
Him before, though a strict and literal interpretation of St. Matthew 
would almost seem to imply that they had. St. John says that when 
they took Jesus they bound Him, which must have been after He had 
touched the ear of Malchus. The Evangelist mentions with a wonderful 
minuteness who took Jesus and bound Him, the band, the captain, and 
the officers of the Jews. These are they who had been struck to the 
ground, and they are still filled with awe and fear of His power. Like 
Isaac, like the lamb for sacrifice, He too must be bound. 
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12 (Then the band) and the captain and (officers) of the 
Jews took Jesus, and bound Him.^ 

(Alt So the band-^iKe officers.) 

13 [And led Him away to Annas first] : for he was father- 
in-law to Caiaphas, (which was the high priest) that same 
year. 

[S. Y. And led Him to Annas first.] 
(All. Which was high priest.) 

14 Now Caiaphas was he which gave counsel to the Jews, 
that it was expedient that one man should die for the 
people. 

Caiaphas, or Joseph Caiaphas, was high priest daring the whole 
three years of our Saviour's Ministry on earth. He was son-in-law to 
Annas, who had himself been high priest, and who had acquired a 
great and unusual influence in affairs at Jerusalem. The influence 
of Annas was either the result of a sort of recognised official or quasi- 
official authority, which he possessed as ex-high priest, or as Sagan, that 
is, deputy : or it was the effect of his personal character, as the head 
of a very powerful Jewish party, and as the father-in-law to Caiaphas. 

Some have supposed that it was with Annas that Judas had nego- 
tiated, when he agreed to deliver up Jesus for thirty pieces of silver ; 
and that this was the reason why tfesus was first carried to Annas, in 
order that Judas, on producing his Prisoner, might receive his thirty 
pieces. 

All commentators are agreed that Jesus was first examined by 
Annas, and then by Caiaphas : by Caiaphas at first probably alone, or 
with only a few of the Scribes and Pharisees, and then by Caiaphas at 
the head of the whole Jewish Council or Sanhedrin, and afterwards by 
Pilate. The point on which they are not agreed is, whether the ex- 
amination, which Annas made of Jesus, is recorded by any of the 
Evangelists, or whether they merely allude to it. 

Some think that only one examination of Jesus before '^ the high- 
priest" is recorded by the Evangelists, viz. : His examination before 
Caiaphas, either before Caiaphas aJone or with a few of his Mends, or 
before him at the head of the whole Council. Others think that two 
examinations of Jesus before "the high-priest*' are related by the 
Evangelists ; the first before Annas recorded by St. John here, and 
the second before Caiaphas as recorded by the other three Evangelists. 

1 Then the band and . . . took JesuB John, howeyer, would seem to imply that 

{(TvytKafioy rhy 'It^otoi/k), — '* Accordmg to Peter used his Bword at the moment 

the other Evangehsts (Matt. xxvi. 60 ; the soldiers were about to lay hands on 

Mark xiv. 46) the seizing and binding pre- Jesus." — Winer's Grammar of New Tetta- 

ceded Peter's stnldng in with bis swords ment^ p. 291. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



374 



COMMENTAEY ON ST. JOHK'b GOSPEL. 



Those who think that only one examination of Jesus before ^' the 
high-priest/' tIz., that in the house of Gaiaphas, is related by the 
Evangelists, have a difficulty in translating and explaining verse 24. 
They are obliged to have recourse to the explanation that it is out of 
ita place, and ought properly to have come in after verse 18th. But 
still, though the interpretation which makes all the four Evangelists 
relate only one examination of Jesus is not without its difficulties, 
many have thought that it presented fewer than the other. Of the 
two, this has been perhaps the more generally received.* 

16 And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did (another 
disciple) : that disciple was known unto the high priest, and 
went in with Jesus into the palace of the high priest.* 

(Air. The other disciple.) 



^ The emnlnaiion of Je8ii8.-^Bi8hop 
Wordsworth gLvefl eereiBl argoments and 
a list of authorities to prove that aU the 
four ETangelifits are deseribing one and 
the same examination, that in the honse 
of Gaiaphas, at different stages of it.— Bee 
Greek Testament. 

Dean Alford held that St. ^ohn is here 
describing the examination of Jesus before 
Annas, while the other three Evangelists 
are describing bis examination before 
Oaiaphas, and he gives a long list of 
authorities, ancient, and modem chiefly 
German, to support his opinion. — Bee 
Greek Testament, on John xYiii. 13. 

s And 80 did the other disoiple (xal 
6Jk\?ios fia9firfis). — ^* This phrase obnously 
implies the remaining one of the penone 
who not onlf were, in common with many 
others, disciples of Christ, but between 
whom some still closer relation might be 
reoognised to exist ; and if it could be 
shown that Peter and John stood towards 
each other in any such relation, the term 
the other disciple might not unfitly be 
used, immediately after the mention of 
Peter, to designate John: especially, if 
from any cause whateyer John was not 
to be spoken of by name. Now it does 
appear that a particular and eyen oxdusiye 
friendship existed between Peter and 
John : the circumstance has been noticed 
in that admirable manual of Christian 
piety, the Cfompanion for the Faete and 
FettivaU. Upon the news of our Sayiour's 
Besurrection, they two hasted together to 
the sepulchre. It was to Peter that John 
gaye the notice of Christ^s appearing at 
the sea of Tiberias in the habit of a 
stranger ; and it was for St. John that St. 
Peter was solicitous what should become 



of him. (John xxi. 21.) After the As- 
cension of our Lord, we find them both 
together going up to the Temple at the 
hour of prayer, both preaching to the 
people, and both apprehended and thrown 
into prison, and the next day brou^t forth 
to plead their cause before the Sajohedrin. 
And both were sent down by the Apostles 
to Samaria to settle the plantations Philip 
had made in those parts, whore they 
baffled Simon Magus.*' (p. 77.) It might 
haye been added that the same two were 
sent by Christ to prepare the last Pass- 
oyer. (Luke xxii. 8.) "Ittsmoreoyertobe 
obseryed that the same expression of 
S AkKos lutSttT'hs, with some addition in- 
deed, occurs in this Eyangelist (xx. 2), 
where, howeyer, I do not peroeiye that the 
addition affects the question: it is re- 
peated also in yerses 8, 4, and 8 of the 
same chapter, in a manner which to the 
modem reader will appear extraordinaiy, 
but which, combined with the circom- 
stances already related, leads me to infer 
that this phrase, when accompanied with 
the mention of Peter, was readily, in the 
earliest period of Christianity, undieistood 
to signify John : and it is not impossible 
that tiie Eyangelist may haye employed this 
expression in order to remind his readers 
that of the Twelye Apostles two were dis- 
tinguished from the rest by their chosen 
friendship and connection. If ^s be a 
reasonable solution of the difiieulty the 
Article ought to be expressed in all future 
Translations: by the omission of it we 
withhold from the readers' notice a eir* 
eumstance of considottble interest and 
beauty."— Bishop ICiddleton on the Greek 
Article, p. 262. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



COMMEKTABY ON ST. JOHN^B GOSPEL. 875 

16 But Peter stood at the door without. Then went 
out (that other disciple), which was known unto the high 
priest, and spake unto her that kept the door, and brought 
in Peter, 

(Alf. Tb<9 other disciple.) 

It has been universally agreed that by " the other disciple** St. John 
meant himself. He may have intended the expression to have some 
reference to the disciple whom Jesus loved (xiii. 23). Some have sup- 
posed that he used this form of speech, as the special friend and 
constant companion of St. Peter, as though the presence of one almost 
necessarily implied that of the other too. They certainly were often 
joined together, either by mutual affection or by accidental circuip- 
stances. 

When the disciples fled, Peter still followed at a distance, influenced 
partly by love to his Master and partly by a desire to see the end. As 
a prominent disciple of Jesus, and as the one who, but a few hours 
before, had cut off the ear of the high priest's servant, Peter would be 
well known to the band which had apprehended Jesus, He had there- 
fore reason to fear detection, and to follow at a distance, and to stand 
at the door without. 

It has been supposed that this was the official residence of the 
high priest, and that both Annas the late high priest, and Caiaphas 
the present high priest, may have resided here, or at least may nave 
both been present on this occasion. None of the Evangelists call it 
the palace of Caiaphas or the palace of Annas, but '' the high priest's 
palace." The house was probably quadrangular with an entrance from 
the street, and a court-yard in the centre, a form of house very common 
in Eastern countries, and well-suited to keep out the strong rays of 
the sun. 

The difference between the social position of the high priest, and 
that of St. John or any other of the disciples, must have been very 
great, and though many conjectures have been formed, no duo has 
been given to lead us to the right explanation of the way in which 
^* the other disciple" was known unto the high priest. 

17 Then saith the damsel that kept the door unto 
Peter, (Art not thou also) one of this man's disciples ? Ho 
saith, I am not, 

(Alf. Art thou also.) 

18 (And the servants and oflScers stood there> who had 
made) a fire of coals : (for) it was cold : (and they warmed 
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themselves) : and Peter [stood with them] and wanned 
himself.^ 

[S. Also stood there : S. Y. And Peter «1bo stood.] 

(Alf. Now the seryants and the officers were standing there, having made — became 
— and were wanning themselves.) 

St. Matthew says that Peter sat with the servants (xxvi. 58), and 
St. John that he stood with them (xviii. 18). Both doubtless are 
correct. For neither term excludes the other. Daring the time Peter 
was with the servants he most probably both sat and stood. St. John, 
by his expression that Peter stood with the servants, may not have 
meant to express any particular posture, but merely to state that he 
was present with the servants. 

It seems not to have been uncommon for women to act as keepers 
of the doors. Another instance is mentioned in the Acts of the 
Apostles (xii. 13). From Peter's behaviour here, we may estimate the 
nature of the change which afterwards took place in his character, we 
may learn the wonderful effect which the Holy Spirit had on his mind. 
Here he trembles at the bare hint that he is a disciple of Jesus, though 
expressed by a woman, and by one who holds one of the lowest ofSces 
in the household of the high priest. After the descent of the Holy 
Spirit, he confesses before Gaiaphas himself that he is a disciple of 
Jesus, and boldly refuses to obey the commands of the whole 
Sanhedrin. 

It was the nature of her ofiSce, which was partly to notice who went 
in, and who went out by the gate, which led her to detect Peter. 



1 Servant.— " The dovXoj, opposed to 
MvBepos ^Bev. xiii. 16; xix. 18) being 
properly tne bond-man, from 8((6, ' ligo,' 
is one in a permanent relation of servi- 
tude to another, and that, altogether apart 
from any ministration to that other at the 
present moment rendered; but the $€pdwwp 
is the performer of present services, with- 
out respect to the fact whether as a free- 
man or slave he renders them, as bound 
by duty, or impelled by love : and thus, 
as will naturally follow, there goes con- 
stantly with the word the sense of one 
whose services are tenderer, nobler, freer 
than those of the ^ovKos .... 

It will be seen, then, that the author of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, calling Moses 
a 0€pitruy in the house of God (iii. 5), 
implies that he occupied a more confiden- 
tial position, that a freer service, a higher 
dignity was his, than that merely of a 
dov\ost approaching more closely to that 
of an 6iKov6fio5 in God's house : and, 
referring to Num. xii. 6-8, we find, con- 
firming this view, that a special dignity is 



here ascribed to Moses, lifting him abore 
other 9ovXoi of God, cf . Deut. xxiv. 5, where 
he is oiKfTTis Kvpiov given to Moses (Wisd. 
of Sol. X. 16), but not to any other of the 
worthies of the old Covenant mentioned 
in the chapter cf . xviii. 21. It would have 
been weU if in our Version it had been in 
some way sought to indicate the excep- 
tional and more honourable titlehere given 
to him who 'was faithful in all God's 
house.* The Vulgate has veiy weU ren- 
dered etpdxw by * famulus' (so Cicero, 
f amulsB IdoeiB matris,) TyndaU and Cran- 
mer by * minister,' whidi perhaps is as 
good a word as in English could have been 
found." — ^Archbishop Trench on Synonyms 
of New Teiiamejit, p. 29. 

For it was odd. — ** I was surprised 
at the severity of the cold in Jerusalem. 
Twice I saw the city shrouded with snow, 
but the sun soon melted it away, leaving 
only white fleecy wreaths on the northern 
sides of the domes and cupolas."— Bogers* 
Domestic Life in Palestine, p, 88^. 
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Probably she marked his agitated manner, along with other signs 
which he might give of being a disciple of Jesus. The question arises, 
Why this maid did not discover " the other disciple," why she did not 
recognise St. John as one of His disciples ? The form of her question 
to Peter would ahnost seem to imply that she had already discovered 
others: ''Art not thou also, or Art thou also, one of this man's 
disciples? {fii] teal <rv €k t&v fiaBrfT&v el rov avOpoanrov ro\rrov\) though 
nothing is said on this subject in the Gospels. It was evidently the 
object of the Evangelists to notice the events connected with the denial 
of Peter, because it had been foretold by Jesus and was so signally 
fulfilled, but not to relate every incident connected with the trial. 

19 The high priest then asked Jesus of His disciples, 
and of His doctrine. 

20 [Jesus] answered him, (I spake) openly to the world : 
I ever taught in the synagogue, and in the temple, 
[whither the Jews always resort] : and in secret (have I 
said nothing.) 

[S. And Jeans : S. V. A. Whither all the JewB resort.] 
(Alf. I have spoken — spake I nothing.) 

21 Why askest thou Me ? ask them (which heard Me), 
what (I have said unto them) : behold, (they know) what 
I said. 

(Alf. Which have heard Me — I spake unto them-^these know.) 

22 And when He had (thus spoken), one of the officers 
(which stood by) struck Jesus with the (palm of his hand,) 
saying, Answerest thou the high priest so ? 

(Margin, With a rod.) 

(Alf. Thns said—who was standing by.) 

23 [Jesus answered him], (If I have spoken) evil, bear 
witness of the evil ; but if well, why smitest Thou Me ? 

[3. Bnt Jesns said unto him.] 
(Alf. If I spoke.) 

Caiaphas is sitting as President either of the whole Council of 
Seventy-one, or at least of twenty-three of its members, the number 
required by their traditionary canons (Lightfoot, ii. 609) ; and his 
object in this preparatory examination evidently is to discover some- 
thing, on which to found a charge before Pilate the Roman PraBtor, 
that Jesus, by His teaching, was a disturber of the public peace ; that 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



378 COMMENTARY ON ST. JOHN's GOSPEL. 

He was preparing the people for a revolt against the Boman power, a 
subject on which the Roman governors were at all times exceedingly 
sensitive. Their continuance in favour at the Court of the Caesars, 
and therefore their continuance in office depended very much on their 
success in keeping the Jews quiet. The object of Caiaphas, therefore, 
is to be prepared to substantiate the charge, that Jesus was dangerous 
to the public welfare, A charge of heresy, false doctrine, or blas- 
phemy, Pilate would not take cognizance of. It must be a charge of 
causing danger to the State, to the peace of Judcea, and not to the 
religion of the Jews. We may form some conjecture, as to the unscru- 
pulous way in which Caiaphas would get up a charge of this kind, from 
the advice which he gave (xi. 49) in a former sitting of this very 
Council. 

For his teaching Jesus refers Caiaphas to the testimony of those 
who had heard Him teach. He does not send him to His disciples, 
but to any who had heard him, either in the Temple at Jerusalem, or 
in the synagogues of the provinces, whether friends or enemies. Surely 
nothing coidd be more reasonable or fairer than this proposal. But it 
is looked upon as disrespectful to constituted authority by men, who 
are influenced only by a spirit of servile flattery, perhaps, too, by a 
desire to repair the confession, which the officers who had been sent to 
apprehend Him had made, that never man spake like this man. (vii. 
46.) This zeal in injustice, in order to conciliate the favour of 
superiors, Jesus promptly rebukes in the most mild and dignified man- 
ner. But He corrects the officer for his unjust spirit, not for the blow. 

In their relation of this examination of Jesus before the high 
priest, and of the three denials of Peter, as well as in many other 
matters, the Evangelists differ considerably ; but their accounts are 
not inconsistent with each other. None of them professes to give the 
whole that took place. One gives one portion, and each of the others 
give another. Probably these are independent relations, and they have 
the appearance of not being written in concert, nor intended to fit in 
with each other, and thus to make one perfect and exhaustive whole. 
Doubtless other things occurred which none of them relate. The 
Evangelists agree so far as to leave on the mind of the impartial reader 
the conviction, that if we knew the whole 'circumstances of the case 
their accounts would be in perfect agreement. 

24 (Now Annas had sent him) bound, unto Caiaphas, 

the High Priest> {aTriarevKep ovv avrov 6 *Awa^ SeBefUvov 9rpa9 

KaXa^v rov apxi^pia*) 

(Alf. Axmas therefore sent Him.) 

In the English Authorised Version this verse has been translated 
so as to favour the view of those who hold that . the examination of 
Jesus, which St. John is here relating, took place in the house of 
Caiaphas. A slight violence has been done to tiie original, in order to 
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give it the appearance of a recapitulation of an event which had hap- 
pened some time before rather than a narration of what had taken 
place just at this precise time. 

Those who think that the examination which is recorded by St. 
John, took place in the honse of Annas, mast also believe that Peter's 
first denial of Jesns occnrred in the court-yard of the palace of Annas. 
They must also believe that the house of Annas and Caiaphas were in 
the same range of buildings, and surrounded the same court^yard. As 
being the official residence of the high priest this might not be at all 
improbable. There are several things to indicate that all the three 
denials of Peter occurred in and about the same court-yard — ^viz., that 
attached to the palaoe, where Caiaphas the high priest dwelt. 

25 And Simon Peter (stood and warmed himself). 
(They said therefore mito him), (Art not thou also) one of 
His disciples ? [He denied it and said], I am not. 

[A. He denied it, and saitlL] 

(Alf. And Simon Peter was standing and warming himself— They said onto him— 
Art thou also.) 

26 Oiie of the servants of the high priest, (being his 
kinsman) whose ear Peter cut off, saith, Did not I see thee 
in the garden with Him ? 

(Alf. Being a kinsman of him.) 

27 (Peter then denied again) : and immediately the 
cock crew. 

(Alf. Bo Peter denied again.) 

St. Matthew says that Peter " sat without in the palace/' that is, 
he was in the court-yard of the palace, which he had entered by the 
door which the damsel kept, but he was not in the Council chamber 
where Jesus was being examined. The Council chamber was probably 
raised a little above the level of the court-yard, as St. Mark says, that 
Peter was beneath in the palace. This woidd enable Jesus to see 
Peter, whw He turned and looked upon him after the second crowing 
of the cock, and by this look recalled him to the recollection of what 
He had before said unto him, which the first crowing had failed to do. 

By his temptation and fall Peter furnished a warning to men in all 
future ages — (1) Against confidence in their own strength to resist temp- 
tation; (2) Against rashness in putting themselves in the way of 
temptation, and mixing unnecessarily with the enemies of Jesus ; (8) 
As one of the future chief pastors of the Church he would learn a 
lesson from his own fall, to have compassion on those who are over- 
Gome by the temptation of Satan. St» John i^ silent respecting the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



380 



COMMENTARY ON ST, JOHN S GOSPEL. 



examination of Jesns before the whole Council and His treatment there 
as related by St. Matt. (xxvi. 59, See.), St. Mark (xiy. 55), and St. 
Luke (xxii. 66). 

PETER'S FIRST DENUL OF CHRIST. 





St. Mabk xir. 


St. Lukb sxiL 


St. JoHir jjiiL 


flO Now Potor nt 


00 And as Peter was 






wlthoat in the paUco ; 


beneath in the palace, 






and a damsel oame 


there cometh one 


66 Bntacertain 




unto bim, 


of the high priest, 
and when she 


mmt,\ 






saw Peter 


beheld him 






warming himself 


as he sat by the fire, 

and earnestly looked 

upon him. 






she looked 






upon him, 










17 Then saith the <i*n»«*i 








that kept the door 


Baying, Thou 


and said, And thou 


and said. This man 


unto Peter, 


also wast with JesuB 


also wast with Jesus 


was also with Him. 




of Oalilee. 


of Nazareth. 




Art not thou also oae 


70 Bathe 


08 Bat he 


67 And he 


of this man's discipke? 


denied before them aU, 


denied, 


denied Uim, 




saying, 


saying. 


saying. 








Woman, 


He saith 


I know not 


I know not 
neither understand I 


I know Him not. 


lam not 


whatthonsayest. 


what thou sayest: 

and he went out into 

the porch : and the 

cook crew. 







SECOND DENIAL. 



St. Matthbw xxvi. 


St Mark xIt. 


St. Luke xxiJ. 

58 And after 
aUtUewhUe 


St. John xriJL 

18 And the servants and 
ofBeers stood there, 
who had made a 
fire of ooals; for it 
was cold : and the j 
wanned themselves : 
and Petor stood wilh 
them, and warmed 
himself. 


71 And when he 








was gone oat into 
the porch. 




















86 And Simon Peter 








stood and 








warmed himself. 


another maid saw 


09 And a maid saw 


another saw 




him, and 


him again, and 






said unto them 


began to say to them 


Bidd, 




that were there. 
This fellow was also 


that stood bv, 
This is one of them. 






Thou art also of them. 




withJesus of Nazareth. 






They said therefcre 
unto him, Art not 














thou nlao one of 








His disciples? 


72 And again he 
denied with an oath. 


70 Acd he 


And Peter 


He 


denied it again. 


said 


denied it, and said, 


I do not know 




Mau, 




the Man. 




Z am not 


lam not 
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&T. ICasthsw xxri. 

79 And 

sftfir & while 

came onto him 

they thAt stood by, 

and Bald to Peter, 

Surely 

thon also 

art one of them ; 



for ihy spe^h 
benrrayeth theo. 



74 Then began he to 
Itoi 



I know notthe Man, 

And immediately 

the oock orew. 



75 And Peter 
i«membered the 
word of Jeens, 

which 

Baid nnto him. 

Before the CQck crow, 

thon Shalt deny 

Me thrice* 

And 

he went ont 
and wept bitterly. 



St. Mask xIt. 

And 
a little after, 

they that stood by 

said again to Peter, 

Surely 

thoa 

art one of them : 

for thoa art a 

Galilisan, 
and thy speech 
agrceth thereto. 



71 Bnt he began to 
corse and to Bwear,^ 

saying, 
I know not this Man 
of whom ye speak. 

72 And 

the second time 

the cock crew. 



and Peter 
called to mind the 
word that Jesns 

said nnto him. 

Before the cock crow 

tidce, 

thon Shalt deny 

Me thrice. 

And when 

he thought thereon 

he 

wept. 



St. Luxj xxli. 

59 And about the 
space of one hour after 

another confidently 
aflBxmed, saying. 

Of a truth 
this fellow also 
was with Him : 

for he is a 

OaliUean. 



60 And Peter said 
Man, I know not 
what thou sayest. 

And immediately 

while he yet spake, 

the cock crew. 

And the Lord 

turned and looked 

upon Peter. 

And Peter 

remembered the 

word of tho Lord, 

How He had 

said unto him. 

Before the crow, 

thon Shalt deny 
Me thrice. 



62 



And Peter 

went out, 

and wept bitterly. 



St. John ZTiii. 



26 One of the serrants 

of the High Priest, 
being his kinsman 
whose ear Peter cut 
off, saitb, Did not 
I see thee in the 
garden with Him? 

27 Peter 

then denied again : 

and immediately 
the cock crew. 



28 (Then led they Jesus) from Caiaphas unto (the hall 
of judgment), and it was early : and they themselves went 



^ To 00786 and to swear {kya0€fiorlCfiy 
Kol ofiv^civ). — " These people are fearfully 
profane. Eyexybody curseg and swears 
when in a passion. No people that I have 
J^ known can compare with these 
Orientals for profaneness in the nse of the 
J^es and attributes of God. The ctU 
^it seems inyeterate and universal. 
When Peter, therefore, began to curse and 
to Bwear on that dismal night of tempta- 
tion, we are not to suppose it was some- 
thing foreign to his former habits. He 



merely relapsed, under high excitement, 
into what, as a sailor and a fisherman, he 
had been accustomed to all his Hfe. The 
people now use the very same sort of oaths 
that are mentioned and condemned by our 
Lord. They swear by the head, by their 
life, by heaven, and by the Temple, or 
what is in its place, the Church. The 
forms of cursing and swearing, however, 
are almost infinite, and fall on the pained 
ear all day long." — Thomson's The Land 
and the Booh, p. 191. 
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not into (the judgment hall), (lest they should be defiled) : 
but that they might eat the Passover.^ 

(Margin, Pilate'a house.) 

(Alf. They lead Jesofl therefore^the palaoe of the goyemor— the pa1m6— that tbey 
mig^t not be defiled.) 

To enter the house of a Gentile, and consequently of an idolator, 
would cause defilement to a Jew for the rest of the day, and wonld 
disable him from partaking in the rites of his religion for the whole of 
that day. The Jewish officers, with probably a part of the Council, 
bring Jesus up to the gates of Pilate's house, theprsetorium, but declino 
to enter it, *' lest they should be defiled ; but that they might eat the 
Passover " (' ipa if>drf(oa-i ro irdaxa). This was early on fiie morning 
of Friday, the 15th, but Jesus and His disciples had already eaten the 
Paschal lamb on the evening before, that is, on Thursday, the 14th. 
How was this ? 

Two explanations of this have been offered. One is that the 
Jewish high priest and Council had been so intent on their one 
objecti the death of Jesus, that they had neglected to kill and eat the 



1 But that they might eat the Pass- 
over (iAA' 1»a fdymirt rh »^a).— " I. We 
have already ehown (ii. 858) that the eat- 
ing of the raflohal Lamb was never npon 
any oocanon whatever tranBletred from 
the evening of the fourteenth day drawing 
to the close of it : no, not by reason of the 
Sabbath, or any nncleanness that had 
happened to the oongregations, so that 
there needs little argument to assure us 
that the Jews eat the Lamb at the same 
time wherein Christ did. Only let me 
add this: Suppose they had entered 
Pilate's house, and had defiled themselves 
by entering the house of a heathen, vet 
might not ttiat defilement oome under the 
predicament of DlOlW ^ ><>, then 
they might wash themseTves in the even- 
ing and be clean enough to eat the Paschal 
Lamb, if it had been to have been eaten 
on that evening, but they had eaten it the 
evening before. 

" II. T^ ndffxa* The Passover, therefore, 
here doth not signify the Paschal Lamb, 
but the Paschal Ohagigah, of which we 
win remark two or three things. 

** 1. Deut. xvi. 2, * Thou shalt sacrifice 
the Passover onto the Lord thy God, of 
the flock and the herd.' Where B. 
Solomon, the flocks are meant of the lambs 
and the kids; the herd of the Chagigah. 
And B. Beohar in loe. The flocks are for 
the due of the Passover ; the herd for the 
sacrifices of the Ohagigah. Bo also B. 



Naohman. The herd for the celebration 
of the Ohagigah ; the flock for the Pass- 
over ; the oxen for the Ohagigah. 
» ** 2. The^Ohagigah was for joy and mijth, 
according to that in Deut. xvi. 14 : * And 
thou shidt rejoice in the feast,' Ae. Henoe 
the sacrifices that were prepared for that 
use are called sacrifices of Peace, or 
Euoharistie offerings, sactifloes of joy aod 
mirth. 

**8. The proper time of bringing the 
Chagigah was the fifteenth day of the 
month. They eat and drank and rejoiced 
and were bound to bring their sacrifices of 
Chagigah on the fifteenth day, that is, the 
first day of the feast. 

*< III. It was the fifteenth day of the 
month when the Fathers of the Council 
refused to enter into the Pr»torium lest 
they should be defiled ; for they wonld eat 
the Passover, that is, the Chagigah. 

** 1. The Evangelist expresseth it, after 
the common way of speaking, ^hen he 
calls it the Passover. 

« 2. The Elders of the Sanhedrin pre- 
pare and oblige themselves to eat the 
Chagigah [the Passover] on that daj, 
because the next day was the Sabbath: 
and the Chagigah must not make void the 
Sabbath. 

The Chagigah was not to be brought 
upon the Sabbath day, as also not in case 
of nnoleonness.''— Lightfoot ii., 610. 
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Paschal Iamb at the proper time, the eveDing before. Their time had 
been spent first in arranging how to apprehend Jesus, and then by a 
lengthened and elaborate examination of Him to discover some gromid, 
on which to prefer a civil charge against Him before Pilate, a charge 
of endangering the peace of the country and the safety of the Boman 
Goyemment. 

The other explanation is that the expression '' that they might eat 
the Passover " does not refer to the Paschal lamb, which the Jews had 
already eaten and at the very time during which Jesus and the Twelve 
were eating the Paschal Supper in the Upper-Boom. By eating the 
Passover here it is suggested that St. John means, either '' that they 
might go on keeping the Passover," or that they might partake of the 
extra sacrifices which were ofiered during the seven days of unleavened 
bread, as, for instance, the Chagigah or festival sacrifices, which were 
usual at all festivals, and especially at the Passover. 

Great as was the hypocritical scrupulosity of the Jews, it is difficult 
to beUeve that they could carry it so far as to change the day for 
eating the Paschal lamb, the very sin of Jeroboam, and then scruple 
to enter Pilate's house, lest they should be defiled, and so prevented 
from eating it on a day on which it was not appointed to be eaten. 

29 (Pilate then) went out unto them [and said], What 
acicusation bring ye against This Man ? 

[S. v. And saith.] 
(Alf. PUate therefore.) 

80 They answered and said unto him, If He were not 
a malefactor, we would not have delivered Him up unto 
thee. 

31 [(Then said Pilate)] unto them, (Take ye him), [and 
judge him according] to your law. (The Jews therefore said) 
unto him, It is not lawful for us to put any man to death. 

[A. Bnt Pilate laid i d. And judge aooording.] 

(Alf. Pilate therefore said— Take Him yourBelyes — The Jeirra said.) 

32 That the sajdng of Jesus might be fulfilled, [which 
He spake,] signifying (what death) He should die* 

[S. Omits, vhich He spake.] 
(Alf. What maimer of death.) 

The Jews deliver Jesus up to Pilate. When he requires to know the 
charge which they bring against Him, they reply in general terms that 
He is a malefactor, a breaker of the laws of the country, and as such 
they request Pilate to proceed against Him according to law. Pilate 
who as yet did not understand that they intended the death of Jesus, 
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and not wisliing to be merely the executioner of their decrees, offers 
them the choice of jadging and punishing Jesus according to their own 
laws. This the Jews decline on the ground that death was the punish- 
ment which Jesus had deserved^ and that it was not lawful for them to 
put any man to death. Some have thought that they meant, that it was not 
lawful for them to put any man to death at such a high festival as 
the Passover. But the most probable interpretation is, that as a con- 
quered nation, the Romans had withdrawn from them the right of 
capital punishment, and had reserved it for the Roman Governor 
alone. 

Evidently the Jews had their own reasons for declining to take 
Jesus and judge Him according to their own laws, even if they might 
inflict on Him the punishment of death, of which according to their 
laws, as they said, He was guilty. Perhaps they might wish to avoid 
the odium, which the death of Jesus might bring on them from the 
people, who were at all times fickle, and who had often shown con- 
siderable favom* towards Jesus, and who might look upon His death, 
if inflicted by the Jewish high-priest, &c., as the result of their private 
envy and malice. They might especially wish to avoid the appearance 
of severity at such a festival of mercy as the Passover. If Pilate put 
Jesus to death, it would be on a more public charge, and by a more 
ignominious death. If they accepted Pilate's offer and judged TTim 
according to their own law, the charge against Him must be one of 
blasphemy, and His death would be by stoning (Levit. xxiv. 16), and 
the act would be that of the Jewish Sanhedrin alone. But if Pilate put 
Jesus to death, it must be on the ground of being a breaker of the law, a 
disturber of the peace of the country, a common criminal. His death 
would be by crucifixion, and the deed would be sanctioned by the 
authority of the whole Roman empire. 

St. John has nowhere recorded that Jesus exactly said that He 
should be crucified, which St. Matthew does (xx. 18) ; but he has 
spoken of Him as using an equivalent expression with reference to 
His Death, (xii. 82, 33.) 

33 (Then Pilate) entered into (the judgment hall) again, 
and called Jesus, and said unto Him, Art Thou the King 
of the Jews ? 

(Alf. FUate therefore— the palace.) 

Pilate had come to the gate of the palace to the chief priests and 
his party to receive their charge against Jesus. This charge had no 
relation whatever to blasphemy, of which alone they professed after 
their examination to have found Him guilty. They were quite aware 
that Pilate would pay no attention to such a charge. They therefore 
say, " We found this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to 
give tribute to Caesar, saying, that He Himself is Christ a King," 
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(St Luke xxiii. 2.) 1. He was perverting the nation ; 2. He was for- 
bidding to give tiibute to C»sar ; 3. He was setting Himself up as 
£ing of the Jews. Here were three distinct charges, in every one of 
which Pilate as the Governor of Judaea had a direct interest. A new 
Pretender to the throne of Judaea ! This was of itself sufficient to 
arouse the prejudice of Pilate. Having heard this accusation, he re- 
turns to his prisoner in the palace^ and said unto Him, Art Thou the 
King of the Jews ? 

34 Jesus answered [him, Sayest thou (this thing)] of 
thyself, or did others tell it thee (of Me) ? 

[V. A. Omit him— S. Hast thou said this thing 7] 
(Alf. This— oonceniiiig Me.) 

As Governor of Jnd»a and therefore as the representative of 
Cfldsar its king, it was part of Pilate's duty to keep a ready ear to 
any claims that might he made to the sovereignty, and to put them 
down at once. Probably the object, that Jesus had in this question, 
was to force on Pilate's mind, that He had made no such claim, at 
least in the sense in which the Jews represented it. 

35 Pilate answered. Am I a Jew ? Thine Own nation 
[and the chief priests] (have delivered Thee) unto me : 
what hast Thou done ? 

[S. And the chief priest.] 
(Alf. DeliTered Thee.) 

36 Jesus answered. My kingdom is not of this world : 
if My kingdom were of this world, [(then would My] ser- 
vants fight,) that I should not be delivered to the Jews : but 
now is My kingdom not from hence. 

[8. Then wonld ahK> My.] 
(Alf. My servants would fight.) 

37 Pilate therefore said unto Him, Art thou a King 
then ? Jesus answered, (Thou sayest that I am a King), 
[To this end] (was I bom), and for this cause (came I) into 
the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. 
Every one that is of the truth heareth My voice. 

[A. To this end also.] 

(Alf. Thou sayest : for I am a King— have I heen bom--am I oome.) 

Haying drawn his attention to the fact, that Pilate had himself 

2 
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HO ground for believing that He laid claim to Gsesai^s kingdom, bat 
that thia was a mere oalumny of the JewSi Jesnfl answers his ques- 
tion, and admits that He is a King, and then points out the nature 
of the kingdom of which He is King — ^not one to interfere with the 
claims of Ciesar. He takes no notice of the surprise and scorn 
which Pilate had thrown into his question, Art Thou a King then ? 
Thou a King ! (piKoiw ffa/rtXeu^ el <rv;) 

Of the four Eyangelists St. John alone relates the full answer of 
Jesus to Pilate's question, '* Art Thou the King of the Jews ?" The 
other three content themselves with giving only the latter part of His 
answer, '* Thou sayest," that is, I am, as thou sayest, the King of 
the Jews. Jesus meant that He was the King of the Jews, inasmuch 
as He was the Messiah, but He laid no claim to be king in the sense 
in which GaBsar or Herod was king. But the latter was the sense in 
which the Jews invidiously represented His claim to Pilate. 

The truth to which Jesus came to bear witness was (1) The know- 
ledge of the One True God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ohost, as 
opposed to the false gods of the heathen ; (2) It was the Incarnation, 
that Jesus, the Son of God, the Word, was made Flesh, was bom of a 
Virgin in order to redeem man ; (8) That true happiness consists not 
in tiie possession of the riches and pleasures of the body, but in an 
ever-increasing likeness to God ; and that perfect happiness consists 
in the beatific Vision, or in the Vision of God which will transform 
man into His Own likeness. 

To be of the truth here means much the same as to be of God. 
Jesus had probably a double object in saying, ** Every one that is of 
the truth heareth My voice," partly to show tiie iniquity of the Jewish 
rulers, and partly to induce Pilate to act nprighUy in his office as 
Judge, The Jewish high-priest, Scribes, and Pharisees were not of 
the truth. Their object was not the honour or the worship of God, 
but the gratification of their own selfish desires. Wealth, bodily 
pleasure, honour, or position in the world, was what they sought, how 
could they believe in Him, who came to bear witness unto tho 
Truth? 

88 Pilate saith unto Him, What is truth ? And when 
ho had 3aid this, he went out again unto the Jews, and 
saith unto them, (I find in Him no fault at all.) 

(Alt I find no fault in Him.) 

89 But ye have a custom, that I should release unto 
you one at the Passover : will ye therefore that I release 
unto you the King of the Jews ? 
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40 (Then cried they [all] again), saying, Not this Man, 
but Barabbas. Now Barabbas was a robber,* 

[8. V. Omit aU.] 

(Alf. Then they all cried out again.) 

Pilate was qnite indifferent to the truth. He asked the question, 
Wliat is truth ? but he had no interest in it. He cared not to learn 
how it was that Jesus should claim to be a king, but that His king- 
dom was not of this world. 

Bt John omits many of the circumstances connected with the trial 



1 A Bobber. — " These two words 
jcx/wn^f , and KifffTis ooeur together John 
z. 18, but do not oonstitnte there or 
elsewhere a tautology, or mere rhetorical 
amplification. Both appropriate what is 
not theirs, bnt the K\iimis by fraud and 
in seeret (Matt. xxiy. 43 ; John xii. 6) ; 
the \jftrHis by violence and openly (2 Cor. 
xi. 26} : the one is the thief and steals ; 
tiie other is the robber and plmiders, as 
his name from Krits or Af la (as onr own 
robber from Baub, booty) sufficiently de- 
clares. They are severally the ' fur ' and 
the * tatio ' of the Latin : fures insidianter 
et oecoltd frande decipinnt = latrones 
andacter aliena diripiont (Jerome, in 
Osee. 7, 1.) 

** Our Translators have always rendered 
jcX^rnif by thief ; they ought, with a like 
consistency, to have rendered Xptrr^f by 
robber; but it also they have oftener 
rendered as thief, eifaoing thus the distinc- 
tion between the two. We cannot charge 
them with that carelessness here, of which 
those would be guilty who now should do 
the same. Passages out of number in our 
Eliaabethan literature attest that in their 
day * thief ' and * robber * had not those 
distinct meanings which since they have 
acquired. Thus FalstafF and his company, 
who, with open violence, rob the king's 
treasure on the king's highway, are 

* thieves * throughout Shakespeare's Henry 
lY. StiU one must regret that in several 
places in our Version we do not find 

* robbers ' rather than thieves. Thus at 
Matt. xxi. 13 we read : * My house shall 
be called the house of prayer, but ye have 
made it a den of thieves.-' but it is 
'robbers' and not 'thieves' that have 
dens or caves ; and it is rightly * den of 
robbers ' at Jer. vii. 11, whence this quota- 
tion is drawn. Again Matt. xxvi. 55: 
' Are ye come out as against a thief with 
swords and staves for to take Me ? ' but it 
would be against some bold and violent 



robber that a party armed with swords and 
clubs would issue forth, not against a 
lurking thief. The poor traveUer in the 
parable fLuke x. 80) fell not among 

* thieves ' but among * robbers,' bloodv and 
violent men, as their treatment of him 
plainly declared. 

** No passage has suffered so seriously as 
this from this confounding of * thief ' and 

* robber ' as Luke xxiii. 89-43. The whole 
anterior moral condition of him whom we 
call the penitent thief is probably much 
obscured for us by the associations which 
naturaUy cling to this name. The two 
malefactors crucified with Jesus, the one 
obdurate, the other penitent, in aU likeli- 
hood had belonged both to the band of 
Barabbas, who for murder and insurrec- 
tion had been east %Dith hU fellow imur- 
genti into prison. {Mark xv. 7.) He too 
was himself a \p<rH|s (John xviii. 40), and 
yet no common midefactor, on the con- 
trary ' a notable prisoner' {Ufffuos MtnifAOs, 
(Matt, xxvii. 16). Now, considering the 
wild enthusiasm of the Jewish population 
on his behalf, and combining this with 
the fact that he was in prison for an un- 
successful insurrection ; keeping in mind 
too the condition of the Jews at this 
period, with false Ohrists, false deliverers, 
every day starting up, we can hardly doubt 
that Barabbas was one of those fierce and 
stormy zealots who were evermore raising 
anew the standard of resistance against 
the Boman domination; flattering and 
feeding the insane hopes of their country- 
men that they should yet break the Boman 
yoke from off their necks. These men, 
when hard pressed, would betake them- 
selves to the mountains, and thence would 
levy petty war against their oppressors, 
living by plunder — if possible, by that of 
their enemies, if not, by that of any 
within their reach. 

" And yet of stamp and character how 
different woiild many of these men, these 
2o2 
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of Jesas before Pilate, which the other Evangelists relate, such as the 
repeated accusations of Jesus by the chief-priests and elders, to which 
He gave no answer, which are recorded by St. Matthew xxvii. 12-14 : 
such as the sending to Herod, and second proclamation of His inno- 
cence by Pilate, which is recorded by St. Luke xidii. 6-16. St. John 
omits all this and goes on to relate — and that in a condensed form — in 
the 39th and 40th verses Pilate's attempt to release Jesus, and the 
opposition made to it by the rulers and by the crowd that had by this 
time collected at the gates of Pilate's palace. 

At the Roman Lectistemium it was usual to grant an acquittal to 
prisoners. (Livy v. 18.) It is not now known, whether the custom of 
releasing one at the Passover was introduced among them, by the 
Roman Governors as a means of conciliating the Jews, or whether it 
was an old Jewish custom. There is scarcely sufficient reason to lead 
us to conclude that, the practice of releasing a prisoner was confined to 
the Feast of the Passover. Doubtless the corresponding expression 
used by the other three Evangelists, and as given in the English 
Authorised Version, ''that feast" (Matt, xxvii. 16; Mark xy. 6), 
"the feast'* (Luke xxiii. 17), would convey this impression. But it 
has been pointed out, that neither of these expressions is an accurate 
rendering of the original, but that they both, and especially the 
former, Umit the meaning far too much. The correct translation of 
Kard iopTtiv is *^ at festival-time " or '' at every feast," that is, at 
every feast which the Jews as a nation were accustomed to observe. 



xnaintainers of a last protest against a 
foreign domination, probably be from tbe 
mean and cowardly porloiner, whom we 
caU the 'thief.' The bands of these 
Xp^Tolt numbering in their ranks some of 
the worst, would probably include also 
some that were originally of the noblest 
spirits of the nation<-~eyen though they 
had miserably mistaken the task which 
their time demanded, and had sought to 
work out by the wrath of man the right- 
eousness of God. Such a one we may 



weU imagine this penitent XjfirT^s to hare 
been. Should there be' any tnith in thi£ 
view of his former condition — and certainly 
it would go far to explain his sudden con- 
version — ^it is altogether obscured by the 
name of * thief* which we have given him; 
nor can it under any circumstances be 
doubtful that he would be more aoearately 
called *the penitent robber.*" — Arch- 
bishop Trench on 5yiumyiru of New 
Testament^ p. 153. 
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Those who love to linger on our Savioxur's Pasnon and on the Beveral 
instrmnents of His Passion, will not think the following extracts too 
long. 

The Orown of Thorns.—'' We encamped about a mile to the 
south of Jericho, and stayed there all that day : there was a small wood 
to the east of us, where I saw the Zoccum tree ; the bark of it is like 
that of the holly, and has yery strong thorns, and the leaf is some* 
thing like that of the Barbary tree : it has a green nut : the skin or 
flesh over it is thin, and the nut is ribbed, and has a thick shell, and 
a yery small kernel : they grind the whole, and press an oil out of it, 
as they do out of oliyes, and call it a balsam. But I take it to be the 
Myrobalanum mentioned by Josephus (De bell. Jud. iy. 8), as growing 
about Jericho : especially as it answers yery well to this fruit described 
by Pliny as the produce of that part of Arabia, which was between 
JudsBa and Egypt. Some think that Christ was crowned with this 
thorn." — ^Pococke's Travels, ii. 82. 

" Of other plants growing in the yale of Jericho, we noticed the 
Nebk, the most abundant thorn in the Holy Land, and which, it is 
commonly thought, was that of which the crown of thorns of our 
Sayiour was made. Hasselquist's {Voyage and Travels, Eng. Trans, 
p. 288) says, ' In all probability this is the* tree which afforded the 
crown of thorns put on the Head of Christ : it grows yery common in 
the East.' This plant was yery fit for the purpose, for it has many 
small and sharp spines, which are well adapted to giye pain. The 
crown might be easily made of these soft round, and pliant branches : 
and what in my opinion seems to be the greatest proof, is, that the 
leayes much resemble those of iyy, as they are of a yery deep green. 
Perhaps the enemies of Christ would have a plant somewhat resembling 
that with which emperors and generals were used to be crowned, that 
there might be calunmy eyen in the punishment." — Wilson's Lands of 
the Biiley ii. 11. 

'' The thorn bushes, which during the summer and autumn had 
been so dark and bare, were clothed with delicate green sprays of finely 
serrated leayes, which almost hid the sharp, cruel-looking thorns. 
They were sprinkled with little round buds ; when they opened, they 
threw out silky tufts of crimson, crowned with golden-coloured powder. 
The seed yessel is round, and diyided into four quarters : at first it is 
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almost white, but gradaallj becomes pink : and at the apex there is a 
little green tuft, in the shape of a Greek cross. When the seed is 
quite ripe, it is about half-an-inch in diameter, and of a Tory shining 
red colour. I had been told it was of this thorn that the wreath was 
made which once crowned the Head of Christ. It may be so : and I 
have never seen a plant of which so beautiful, and at the same time 
so cruel a crown could be composed. This thorn is the Poterium 
epinosum. 

'* About Easter it is seen in all its beauty, the leaves glossy and 
full-grown, the fruit or seed-vessels brilliantly red, like drops of blood, 
and the thorns sharper and stronger than at any other time. No 
plant or bush is so common on the hills of Judasa^ Galilee, and Gannel 
as this." — Rogers* Domestic Life in Palestine, p. 170. 

'' An Arab brought us some dhom apples, the fruit of the nubk, or 
Spina Christi. They were much withered and presented the appear- 
ance of a small dried crab-apple . It had a stone like the cherry ; bnt 
the stone was larger, and there was less fruit on it in proportion to its 
size. It was sub-acid, and to us quite palateable." — ^Lynch's Esspedition 
to the Dead Sea, p. 286. 

" The nfibk or lotus tree, the Spina Christi of Hassclquist, called 
by the Arabs the dhom tree, has small dark-green, oval-shaped, ivy- 
like leaves. Clustering thick and irregularly upon the crooked 
branches, are sharp thorns, half an inch in length. The smaller 
branches are very pliant, which in common with the ivy-like appear- 
ance of the leaves, sustains the legend that of them was made the 
mock crown of the Kedeemer. Its fruit, resembling a withered crab- 
apple is Bub-aoid, and of a pleasant flavour."— Wem, p. 290. 
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CHAPTER XrX- 

1 Christ is scourged^ crowned with tkomsy and beaten ; 4 Pilate is 
desirous to release Him; but, being overcome with the outrage of 
the Jews, he delivered Him to be crucified ; 23 They cast lots for 
His garments ; 26 He commendeth His mother to John ; 28 He 
dieth; 31 His side is pierced; 88 He is buried by Joseph and 
Nicodemus. 

1 Then Pilate therefore took Jesus and scourged Him. 

We learn from St. Luke that the object which Pilate had in view 
in thus scourging Jesus, whom he believed to be innocent, was to 
excite their compassion for Him, that after such a severe punishment 
they might be satisfied, and allow Him to depart. ** Pilate, therefore, 
willing to release Jesus, spake again to them. But they cried, saying. 
Crucify Him, crucify Him. And he saith unto them the third lime^ 
Why, what evil hath He done ? I have found no cause of death in 
Him : I will therefore chastise Him and let Him go.*' (xxiii. 20-22.) 

Such being Pilate's object, he would make the scourc^ing as severe 
as possible, in order to render Jesus more an object for their com- 
passion. Scourging was a Roman punishment^ and where the punish- 
ment was intended to be severe, the whip which was used was a dreadful 
instrument (horribile flagellum, Horace calls it), knotted with bones or 
heavy indented circles of bronze, or terminated by hooks, in which case 
it was aptly denominated a scorpion. The infliction of punishment 
with it upon the naked back of the suflferer (Juv. L c.) was sometimes 
fatal." (Hpr. Sat. i. 2, 41.)^ 

2 And the soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put 
it on His head, and (they put on Him a purple robe)." 

(Alf. They olothed Him with a purple robe.) 



1 Smith's Clagsical Diet., Article " Fla- thorns Url^wos iucdyBwof) and placing it 

gram." on the Sayioar's head, is eTidentlir a part 

* A orown of thorns {<rri^wo9 H iutny' of that blasphemous caricature o! royalty 
0«r.) — ^After showing that StiSrifM is the which the Boman soldiers would fain corn- 
word always used for a kingly or impe- pel him to enact. But woven of such 
rial crown, and a-rd^ayoi for a conqueror*s> materials as it was, probably of the juncuR 
Archbishop Trench goes on to say : '* The marinus, or of the lycium spinosum, it is 
only occasion on which ari^ayos might evident that SidSiifia could not be applied 
seem to be used of a kingly crown is Matt. to it : and the word, therefore, which was 
xzvii. 29, with its parallels in the other fittest in respect of the material whereof 
GospelSf where the wearing of a crown of it was composed, takes place of that which 
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3 [(And said)], Hail, King of the Jews ! and they smote 
Him with their hands. 

[8. v. And came to Him and Baid.] 

(Alf. And they kept coming unto Him and saying.) 

The Sinaitic and Vatican MSS. say that the soldiers came unlo 
Him and said, which, as a repeated act, has been well translated, kept 
coming unto Him and saying. They repeated their mock homage unto 
Him from time to time. 

Besides the purple robe and the crown of thorns St. Matthew says 
they added another emblem of mock royalty. They put a reed into his 
right hand, and bowed the knee before Him, and mocked Him, saying, 
Hail, King of the Jews ! And they spit upon Him, and took the reed, 
and smote Him on the head, (xxyii. 29, 80.) 

4 [(Pilate therefore went forth] again), and saith unto 
them, Behold I bring Him forth to you, that ye may know 
that I find no fault [in Him.] 

[S. Pilate went forth : Y. A. And Pilate went forth : S. Omite, In Him.] 
(Alf. And Pilate went forth again.) 

6 (Then came Jesus forth), wearing the crown of thorns, 
and the purple robe. (And Pilate saith) unto them, Behold 
the Mant 

(Alf. Jeeas, therefore, oame forth— and he saith.) 

Pilate still continues his efforts, to engage the sympathies of the 
Jews in behalf of Jesus, and to excite their pity for EUm. He brings 
Him forth to them pale and mangled, and reduced as He was by the 



would haye been the fltteet in respect of imperators, would he clothed (2 Maoe. zii. 

the porpose for which it was intended." — 85) ; and the employment of x^*^^' ^ ^^ 

Arohhishop Trench on Synonyms of New record of the Passion leaTes little doubt 

Testament^ p. 76. that these profane mockers obtained, as it 

A purple robe (Ifidrtoy iropfffvpow.) — would have been so easy for them in the 

" The purple robe with which our Lord prsetorium to obtain, the cast-off doke of 

was arrayed in scorn by the mockers in some high Koman officer, and with this 

Pilate's judgment-hall is caUed by St. arrayed the sacred Person of the Lord. 

Matthew (xxyii. 28, 81) x^^^fy ^^^ ^^ ^® recognise a certain confirmation of 

should not fail to observe the fitness of the this supposition in the epithet Kiiatsns 

word. XXofit/T so constantly signifies a which St. Matthew gives it. It was 

garment of dignity and office, that x^ofi^Sa * scarlet,' the colour worn by Boman 

irtpiriBivai was a proverbial phrase for officers of rank. That the other Evange- 

assuming a magistracy. This might be a lists describe it as * purple' (Mark. zv. 17; 

civil magistracy ; but x^ofi^'f ^^^^ * palu- John xiz. 2) does not affect this statement ; 

damentum* (which, and not *sagum,' is for the purple of antiquity was a colour 

its nearest Latin equivalent), far more almost or altogether indefinite." — ^Arcb- 

commonly expresses the robe with which bishop Trench on Synonyms ofNno Tnta- 

military officers, captains, commanders, or ment, p. 177. 
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Bcourging, and still clothed in the purple robe and with the crown of 
thorns, and said unto them, Behold the Man ! See what mockery, 
what degradation He has undergone ! See to what a condition of weak- 
ness and suffering He has been reduced ! 

6 When the Chief Priests therefore (and ofl&cers) saw 
Him, they cried out, [saying,] [Crucify Him, crucify Him] : 
[Pilate] saith unto them (Take ye Him), and crucify Him : 
for I find no fault in Him.^ 

[S. Omits, Saying : S. A. Crucify, crucify Him : S. And Pilate.] 
(Alf. And the officers — Take Him yonrselyes.) 

Instead of being melted to pity, by Pilate's appeal to them to behold 
the condition to which Jesus had already been reduced by the punish* 
ment which he had inflicted on Him, instead of being filled with shame 
and remorse, the Jews clamour more earnestly than ever for His death, 
and the more Pilate asserted the innocence of Jesus the more they cry 
out for His death, and for His death by the most ignominious and 
the most cruel of all means. Crucifixion was not one of their national 
modes of inflicting death. They clamoured for it on this occasion, 
simply because it contained a higher degree of refinement in cruelty 
and in indignity than any mode of death which they, as a nation, were 
accustomed to use. In punishing Jesus by crucifixion on the plea that 
He was guilty of blasphemy, even of the highest form of blasphemy, 
they were themselves brealang the very law, which they pretended was 
their warrant for putting Him to death. God had appointed death as 
the punishment of blasphemy ; but it was death by stoning, not by 
crucifixion. (Levit. xxiv. 16.) 

Pilate's offer to the Jews, " Take Him yourselves and •crucify 
Him," was the effect, partly of the message which his wife sent unto 
Him, *' Have thou nothing to do with that Just Man " (Matt, xxvii. * 
19), and partly of his own conviction of BCis innocence. So certain 
was he of this, that he challenged the Jews to say what evil He had 
done. (Matt, xxvii. 8.) St. John relates that Pilate said three dif- 
ferent times '* I find no fault in Him." And St. Matthew says that he 
called Him '' a Just Man." (xxvii. 24.) 



^ When the chief priests therefore Bomans. Whether this mode of execntion 

and offloen (o2 kpxtepels koI ol vmipeTtu.) — was known to the ancient Jews is a 

" The high priests and the attendants matter of dispute. Probably the Jews 

(belonging to them)— the high priests and borrowed it from the Bomans. It was 

their attendants."— Winer's Grammar of unanimously considered the most horrible 

New Testamentt p. 140. form of death. Among the Bomans also 

" Cruoiflxion was in use among the the degradation was a part of the inflic- 

Egyptians(Gen.xl. 19), the Carthaginians, tion, and the punishment if applied to 

the Persians (Esth.yii. 10), the Assyrians, freemen was only used in the case of 

Scythians, Indians, Germans, and from the vilest criminals." — Smith's Bible Die- 

ttie earliest times among the Greeks and tionary. 
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7 The Jews answered [him], We have a law, [(and by 
our law)] He ought to die, because He made Himself the 
Son of God. 

[S. Omits, him : S. V. And by the law.] 
(Alf. And by the law.) 

8 When Pilate, therefore, heard (that saying) he was 
the more afraid : 

(Alf. This Baying.) 

9 And went ([again] into the judgment hall), and saith 
unto Jesus, Whence art thou ? But Jesus gave him no 
answer. 

[S. Omits, Again.] 

(Alf. Into the palaco again.) 

From his examination of Jesus Pilate would doubtless have been 
convinced already that He was no ordinary Man. His wife's message 
would have increased that conviction ; and when the Jews accuse Him 
of saying that He is the Son of God, Pilate began to have] a fear, 
that He might take vengeance on him for abusing his office of Judge, 
and delivering Him up to death at the very time that he declared he 
had found no fault in Him, and that He was a Just Man. To Pilate, 
who was a heathen, the expression " the Son of God" would convey a 
very diflferent meaning from that which it conveyed to the Jews. They 
meant by it the Son of the One living and true God, who made heaven 
and earth. He meant by it the son of Jupiter, or the son of Hercules, 
or of any other who ranked amongst the heathen as supernatural beings, 
who had power to inflict punishment on man for their supposed wrongs. 

If Jesus was such a being, Pilate was conscious that he had given 
Him just ground for oflfence. But to his question, "Whence art 
thou ?'' Jesus returned him no answer. 

When the false witnesses perverted His sayings and accused 
Him before Caiaphas, Jesus answered nothing. (Matt. xxvi. 
62, &c.) When the chief priests and eldors accused Him before 
Pilate, He answered nothing. (Matt, xxvii. 12.) Here again He 
answered nothing, when Pilate, in reference to the charge of the 
Jews, that He made Himself **the Son of God," said unto Him, 
Whence art Thou ? that is not, from what country art Thou, but what 
is Thy origin? from which of the gods art Thou sprung? In 
each of these cases the silence of Jesus shows the want of truth 
in the accusation, and in the question, at least, as Pilate under- 
stood it. , 

10 ([Then] saith Pilate) unto Him, Speakest Thou not 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OOMMENTABY ON 8T. JOHN'B GOSPEL. 395 

unto me 1 knowest Thou not [(that I have power to crucify 
Thee, and have power to release Thee)] ? 

[S. A. Omit0, Then : S. Y. A. That I haye power to releaee Thee, and have 
power to crucify Thee.] 

(Alf. Pilate, therefore, saith— that I have power to release Thee, and have power 
to crucify Thee.) 

11 Jesus [answered] [Thou couldest have] no power at 
all against Me, except it were given Thee from above : 
(therefore) he that delivered Me unto thee hath the greater 
sin.* 

[3. y. Answered him : S. A. Thou hast no power.] 
(Alf. Thou woiUdeet have — ^for this cause.) 

Pilate would have no power over Jesns unless it were specially 
given him from above — ^that is, by the Father, both because Jesus was 
innocent, and therefore could j;iot lawfully be condemned to death by 
Pilate, and also because Jesus had the power to deliver Himself. But 
the Godhead willed that He should die, and by His Death purchase 
the Redemption of mankind. For this purpose, in order to bring this 
about, He permitted Pilate to acquiesce in the unjust accusation of the 
Jews, and perform their will. But in doing this Pilate exercised a 
power to which he had no lawful right, and which he would not have 
exercised, had it not been for the urgency of the Jews. Those, there- 
fore, who forced Pilate, as it were, to adopt this course, were guilty of 
a greater sin than he was in yielding to their wishes. 

The sin of the Jews was that of rejecting the Son of God. Pilate'a 
sin in this matter was condemning an innocent man to death, from 
motives of state policy, from a desire to keep fair with the Jews, who 
were his subjects. The ofiBce of the chief Priests, Scribes, and 
Elders was to examine the claims of Jesus to be the Son of God, 
With the clearest evidence to prove His claim, they had re- 
jected Him and had delivered Him up to death as a malefactor, and 
by acting on Pilate's fears they compelled him, even against his own 
judgment, to execute their decree. 

12 (And from thenceforth) Pilate sought to release 
Him : [but the Jews cried out, saying], If thou let this Man 
go, thou art not Caesar's friend : (whosoever maketh him- 
seK a king) speaketh against Caesar, 

[S. Bat the Jews said.] 

(Alf. Upon this — every one that maketh himself a king.) 

1 Thou oouldst have no power, &o. 9(dofi4yoy &y»0c»', thou conldest not have 
— " Pluperfect in the conditional clause, had ... if it had not been given to thee." 
and Imperfect in the principal : o^m hx^9 -^Winer's Qrammar of New TeBtamenti p» 
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AnxiouB as he was to defend Jesus, because he knew Him to be 
innocent, fearful as he was of future vengeance from Him as evidently 
being some supernatural Person, Pilate was still more fearful of the 
charge of not being well affected to the reigning Emperor Tiberias 
Csesar. He therefore relinquished his desire to defend the innocent in 
his fear to offend the suspicious ; lest through the accusations of the Jews 
he should incur the displeasure of GaBsar, who was intolerant of all 
lukewarm devotion to his cause and person. 

13 When Pilate therefore heard [(that saying)], he 
brought Jesus forth, and sat down (in) the judgment seat 
in (a place that is called) the Pavement, [but] (in the 
Hebrew), Gabbatha.^ 

[S.y. A. These sayings : S. A. Omit, but.] 

(All. These wordB*-apon— a place called— in Hebrew.) 

Harassed by these conflicting feelings and by the shouts which he 
had just heard, Pilate no longer offered any resistance to the wishes of 
the people, but brought Jesus out from the Palace, and sat down him- 
self on the bema or customary seat of justice. This seat was placed 
on a part that was paved with tiles of divers patterns, and raised above 
the surrounding ground, in order that when he sat there to adniinister 
justice, he might be the better seen and heard by the people around 
him. Its Hebrew name expresses, that the place on which the bema 
was set was elevated above the rest, and its Greek name that it was 
paved with stones or tiles. It is said that Julius Ga3sar always carried 
with him both the bema and also tUes on which to place the bema. 

14 (And it was the preparation of the Passover),* [and] 

1 The Pavement, but in the Hebrew, of Herod \7hen in Jerusalem : and it 
Gabbatha {Aie6ffrparoyt *EfipaX<m Bh would hardly be likely that, supposing 



Tafifiaea). — " The specifioation of the the whole of the hiU to be covered with 

place where Pilate gave judgment as the moBaio, a particular portion of it should 

(tesselated) * Pavement,' called in the be eingled out to bear the name. The 

Hebrew (from its being upon the rising space in front of Herod's palace may haTO 

ground) * Gabbatha,' (and therefore, we been laid down with mosaic : or it is pos- 

may add, from its having a Hebrew name, sible, as Dr. Wieseler supposes, that there 

a fixed spot, and not the portable mosaic may have been a permanent and not 

work which the Boman generals some- portable tuggettum (= * Gabbatha *) so 

times carried about with them,) has been decorated. In any case we cannot bat 

urged in favour of the view that Pilate's notice the accuracy of St. John's deecrip- 

residence was not in Herod's palace, but tion." — Sanday's Hiatorical Character of 

in the tower of Antonia : because Josephus the Fourth Ootpeh p* 249. 

tells us that the whole of the temple hill, > The preparation — the preparation 

on part of which the tower of Antonia of the Passover— the preparation, that is, 

stood, was covered with this tesselated the day before the Sabbath. "Ton will ask, 

pavement. There seems, however, to be whether any day going before the Sabbath 

direct evidence for the statement that the was called Parasceve, the preparation, 

procurators of Judiea occupied the palace Among the Hebrews indeed it is oommon]/ 
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(about the sixth hour) : and he saith unto the Jews, Behold 
your King ! 

[S. V. A. Omit, and.] 

{AIL Now it was the preparation of the PassoTer. It was abont the sixth hour, 
when.) 

Two interpretations have been given to this expression, the prepara- 
tion of the Passover. Some suppose that it means the preparation or 
day for making ready for the celebration of the Passover. The Paschal 
lamb they were to kill on the same evening on which they were to 
eat ity that is on the fourteenth day. (Exod. xii.) Others think that 
it means the day for making preparation for the Sabbath, for pre- 
paring the food which they should require on the next day, which would 
be the Sabbath in the Passover week. This appears to be much the more 
probable opinion. 

The first day of unleavened bread would be from Thursday evening 
at sunset to Friday evening. The Sabbath, which fell within the week 
of the Passover would be from Friday evening to Saturday evening. 
This Sabbath was more solemn than the other Sabbaths, it was a '' high 
day," because it occurred in the Passover week. Every Sabbath had 
its day of preparation, or making ready the necessary food, but es- 
pecially this the most solemn Sabbath during the whole year. The 
expression the preparation, or day of preparation is used by all the 
four Evangelists, and from a comparison of the several places in which 
it occurs, little doubt will be left on the mind, that the only day of 
preparation mentioned in the Gospels is the preparation for the Sab- 
bath, that is, the day before the Sabbath. This year it would be -the 
first day of unleavened bread, from Thursday evening to Friday 
evening. 

The only objections to this are that it is caUed by St. John the 
preparation of the Passover, and that the first day of unleavened bread 
is a holy convocation to the Lord. But the work forbidden on this 
day is servile work, not preparation of food. (Levit. xxiii, 7 ; Exod. 
xii. 16.) 

said The ere of the Sahhath. Bat whence preparation of food for the Sabhath now 

IS it called the preparation ? Either that approaching. So that that day, wherein 

they prepared themselves for the Sabbath, GhriBt was oracified, was a doable prepa- 

or rather, that they prepared provisions to tion in the double sense alleged, namely, 

be eaten on the Sabbath." the whole day, bat especially from the third 

After many quotations from Maimonides hour, was the preparation of the Passover, 

and other Jewish writers, Lightfoot con- or of the whole week following ; and the 

eludes : " The preparation, or the prepara- evening of the day was the preparation of 

uon of the Passoyer, denotes not either the Sabbath following on the morrow.'* — 

^e preparation of the Paschal Lamb, nor Lightfoot, ii. 358. 

the preparation of the people to eat the "irapa<rKev^roOir<(<rxa does not mean the 

^^^^ I hut the preparation of meats to day of preparation for the Passover, but 

to be eaten in the Passover week. Nor in the preparation day (Friday) of the Pass- 

tlus place, if it be applied to the Sabbath, over week."— Winer's Qrammar of New 

aoth it denote any other thing than the Testament, p. 202. 
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St. Matthxw xxril. 



ea Now the next day 

that f oUowod 
the day of the prepa- 
ration 

the chief prieata and the 

acriboa oame together 

unto Pilate, Ao. 



St. Mark zt. 



43 And now, 
when the even waa oome, 

beoaoae it waa 
the preparation, that la, 

(jrapeurK€vii h 4(m) 

the day before the 

Sabbath 
{'K'poffdfifiaroy), 



St. Lukx xziii 



68 And he took It down, 
and wrapped It in 
linen, and laid It in 
a aepolohre, that 
waa hewn in atone, 
wherein never man 
before waa laid. 

64 And that day 

was the preparation 
(»col rifitpa ^v vapCLff- 
and the Sabbath drew on 
(jca) (rdfi$aToy M- 



St. Johv xix. 

14 And it was 
the prraaration of tiie 
Passover 

(wo/MuricrvJ^Tovwtfo'x^) 
and about the aizth 
hour: and He saith onto 
the Jews, Behold year 
Kingl 

81 The Jews therefore, 
because it was the 
the preparation (va- 
potTKcv^), that the 
bodies should not 
remain upon the 
Cross on the Sab- 
bath-day, for that 
Sabbath-day waa an 
hiffh dar, beiought 



43 



There 



laid they Jeans therefore 
because of (9t6) 



the Jews' preparation 

day: 

(riftf rapoiTKevtitr T«r 

lov9di»y) 



for the seimlchre 
was nigh at hand. 



From an inspection of these various passages it will be seen that 
St. John uses the expression the preparation or the preparation day, 
three different times, always meaning by it the same day. Once he 
calls it "the preparation of the Passover," which taken by itself 
might mean the preparation for the Passover, the day before the first 
day of unleavened bread. Twice he makes use of it in such close 
connection with the Sabbath, that it must mean the day of prepara- 
tion for the Sabbath, that is, the day before the Sabbath. St, Matthew, 
St. Mark, and St. Luke each uses the phrase the preparation, or the 
day of preparation, once, and means by it the preparation for the Sab- 
bath. The clear inference from this is, that whichever of these three 
expressions the Evangelists use ** the preparation," **tlie day of 
preparation," or "the preparation of the Passover," they mean the 
preparation for the Sabbath which fell in the Passover week. 
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A oomparison of all the.paRsages in which the Crucifixion is re- 
lated, shows in what the Evangelists agree, and in what they differ 
from each other. 



St. Marbiw zxvlL 


St. Maxkxt. 


St. Lukx zzill. 


St. Jobx xiz. 




B6 And it waa 




14 And it waa 

the preparation of the 

PasBover, 

and about the aixth hoar : 

{&pa ih &ff€\ Hicrri) 

and He Baith unto the 

JewB, 

Behold your King 




the third hour, 
{&pa rpirri) 






and they oraeifled Him. 




leThendeUreredheHim 

therefore unto them 

to be crueifled. 


45 Now 

there was darknesB 
over aU ibe bmd 

unto the ninth hour 
[tms ApAf iif¥4fms). 


88 And when 

tlK> Bizth hour waB eome, 
there was darkneu 
oyer the whole land 

nntU the ninth hour 


44 And it was 

about the sixth hoar, 

and there waa a dftrkuess 

over all the earth 

(Aib Bx^y T^y yfiy) 

until the ninth hcur. 

(Kvs &p9S iyydriis) 

46 And the Ban 
was darkened. 





All the four Evangelists agree as to the day on which the Cruci- 
fixion took place. It was the preparation — the day of preparation — 
the preparation of the Passover — the Jews' preparation day. Three of 
the Evangelists, St. Matthew, St. Mark, and St. Luke, state that 
there was darkness over the land from the sixth hour to the ninth 
hour. The only apparent discrepancy in the account of the Cruci- 
fixion is that given by St. Mark and St. John. St. Mark says, "It 
waa the third hour and they crucified Him," while St. John says it 
waa *' about the sixth hour; and he (Pilate) saith unto the Jews, Be- 
hold your King !** and then delivered Him up to be crucified. The 
difficulty of reconciling these two statements was recognised in very 
early times. 

Cornelius a Lapide enumerates seven diflerent ways, in which it had 
been attempted before his time to reconcile the accounts of St. Mark 
and St. John, One method was, as it is still, to suppose that there is 
an error in one of the MSS. either in that of St. Mark or of St. John. 
But neither the Sinaitic, Vatican, nor Alexandrian MS. lends any 
assistance towards a solution of the diflBculty by a difference of read- 
ing here. 

The only solution proposed in modern times, which was unknown 
to the Fathers and Commentators before the Reformation, is, that 
St. John is here using a different notation from that used by the rest 
of the Evangelists, and that he reckons the hours from mid-day or 
midnight like ourselves. This is said to have been an Asiatic mode 
of computing time, and is the intei-pretation followed by Bishop 
Wordsworth in bis Greek Testament, but rejected by Dean Alford. 
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St. Matthew, St. Mark, and St. Lake, afS all admit, reckon the time 
by the method in common use among the Romans, which begins to 
count the hours from sunrise, or from about six o'clock in the morn- 
ing. Adopting these two different notations of time, Pilate, as stated 
by St. John, would deliver Jesus up to the Jews "about *' six o'clock 
in the morning. The interval between six and nine would be con- 
sumed by the mockery of the soldiers, by the changing of His robe, 
and leading Him to Calvary, &c. ; at nine o'clock, the third hour of 
St. Mark, He would be crucified ; from twelve o'clock to three, that 
is from the sixth hour to the ninth hour, as related by St. Matthew, 
St. Mark, and St. Luke, darkness would prevail over the earth. 

Even though this method were a perfect solution of the difficulties, 
and reconciled all the apparent discrepancies, there would still be one 
objection to it, which would appear great to all, and to many insuper- 
able. St. John nowhere in any part of his writings gives the slightest 
intimation, that he is using a notation different from that which the 
other Evangelists use. According to the received opinion St. John 
knew the narrative which the others had written, what they had said, 
and what they had left unsaid, and he wrote to supply what was lack- 
ing in their accounts, and especially to give a fuller relation of our 
Saviour's discourses. Is it then probable that he would introduce into 
the relation of the same events, a mode of reckoning the same hours 
totally different from theirs, and not give some intimation of this ? 

Another interpretation, which has the advantage of being old, is, 
that St. John is here using the same mode of reckoning the time 
which the other Evangelists use, but that St. Mark and St. John are 
not stating the time, at which the Crucifixion took place, from the 
same point of view. 

St. John does not say, it was the sixth hour when Pilate 
brought Jesus forth and delivered Him up to the Jews to be crucified, 
but about the sixth hour. This general statement of time may there- 
fore be received with the limitations, which the other Evangdists in- 
troduce into the narrative. St. Matthew and St. Mark say that from 
the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth 
hour, and St. Luke from about the sixth hour. St. John does not 
refer to the darkness. From his use of the term {Aaei) about, it is plain 
that he is not intending an exact definition of the time in which tiiese 
events took place. All that he may have meant to say^ and all that 
his words really imply, is that Jesus was delivered up to the Jews to 
be crucified about the sixth hour, that is, before the darkness came 
over the earth. 

St. Mark's language may fairly be interpreted more strictly, because 
he does not himself, by the use of the word (So-ei) about, introduce 
any latitude into his statement of the time. The Crucifixion might 
therefore begin at the third hour. But in the strict and literal use 
of words, Jesus would not be crucified either at the third or sixth 
hour. For the Crucifixion was a work of considerable time, probablj 
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of several hours. A part of it might be at the third hour, or a part of 
it at the sixth hour, but the whole Crucifixion would extend over con- 
siderably more time than the striking of a clock. The Crucifixion 
was not one act but a series of acts. Thus the period firom nine 
o'clock to twelve would probably not be at all too long for the whole 
series of injustice, mockeries, and cruelties which we gather up into 
the one word " The Crucifixion/' It may be therefore that St. Mark 
is describing the Crucifixion at its commencement, that it began at 
the third hour or nine o'clock in the morning, and that St. John is 
relating its completion, that all this was done somewhere about the 
sixth hour or twelve o'clock, that is, before the darkness came on. 

This then is the state of the case. All the four Evangelists 
mention the day in which the Crucifixion took place, and there is no 
variation except in the use of four different designations of the day, 
but all referring to one and the same day. Three of them state the 
hour when the darkness came over the earth, and the length of time 
during which it lasted, and they agree together perfectly. The only 
point, we must not say, in which the Evangelists do not agree, nor in 
which we cannot satisfactorily account for their apparent divergence 
from each other, but in which, perhaps, we may fail to prove to un- 
believing critics that they are in perfect accord, is, as to the hour of 
the Crucifixion mentioned by St. Mark and St. John. But there is 
nothing whatever in this apparent disagreement to cause distress or 
doubt to the most sensitive soul, who believes in the truth of the 
Christian Bevelation. The best way, perhaps, is to admit that we have 
not now sufficient data, to enable us to dovetail together two relations 
of the Crucifixion, which happened eighteen hundred years ago, so per- 
fectly as to account for one hour or so in the three, and, therefore, that 
we are unable to convince an unwilling mind, that St. Mark and St. 
John are in perfect agreement. 

15 [(But they cried out)], Away with Him, away with 
Him, crucify Him. Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify 
your King ? The chief priests answered, We have no king 
but Caesar. 

[S. Bnt they said: Y. Therefore they cried oat.] 
(All. They cried out therefore.) 

Pilate probably uttered these words to annoy the chief priests. He 
felt conscious that, by their appeal to his fears, they had beaten him in 
his attempt to release Jesus. He had made several efforts, and had 
only at last yielded to their threat of calling him disloyal, disloyal to 
Cassar. This had still left in his mind a degree of bitterness towards 
the chief priests, which he shows in several ways. 

16 Then delivered he Him therefore unto them to be 
crucified. And they took Jesus, and led Him away. 

2 D 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



402 GOMMENTABT ON BT. JOHN'S GOSPEL. 

17 [And He bearing His Cross] went forth (into a place) 
called iJie place of a skull, which is called (in the Hebrew) 
Golgotha.* 

[S.V. And He beating the Cross by Himself.] 
(All. Unto tbe place— in Hebrew.) 

The other three Eyangelists relate that, as they came out, they 
found a man of Cyrene^ Simon by name, whom they compelled to bear 
the Cross after Jesns. St. John omits this incident, and only relates 
that Jesus left the city carrying His own Cross. The probability is, that 
Jesus was treated in all respects like a criminal, and that at first He 
carried His own Cross^ and tiiat being exhausted by the weight of the 
Cross, and by the treatment which He had received. His strength failed 
Him, and that then they laid hold of a chance passer-by to cany it 
for Him. This was done not with the object of relieving Jesus, but 
that they might the more speedily arrive at the place of Crucifixion. 

The strength of human nature, even of His Human nature, un- 
broken as it was by sinful indulgence, could no longer sustain the 
weight of suffering, which Jesus had endured in Soul and Body since 
the preceding evening. When he had left the Upper Boom with His 
disciples. He crossed over the brook Cedron to the Garden of Qethse- 
mane. Here followed His prayer and Agony. After a time. He was 
seized by the soldiers and conducted to the house of Annas, from thence 
to that of Caiphas, from thence to Pilate, from thence to Herod, and 
from Him back again to Pilate. In each of these places. He had 
endured from the soldiers and servants every species of indignity and 
suffering, that maUce and cruelty could devise. In order to excite the 
compassion of the Jews, and so to procure His release, Pilate scourges 
Him, and then exhibits Him to the people as one who had suffered all 
that human nature could endure short of taking His life. In one form 
of suffering or another the whole night had been passed, and now in 
the morning, probably between nine and twelve. He is led out of the 
city towards Calvary, bearing His own Cross. 

Some have supposed that Simon of Cyrene, on the north coast of 

^ Golgotha. — **The gronnd on this side member of tbe Sanbedrin, bad bought a 

of the north road being rongh, a plaoe of bit of garden, with a wall of nncovered 

gardens and graves, and for that reason rook, in whieh he had hewn for himself a 

shunned by aU builders except lepers, sepulohral vault. Outside Joseph's garden 

beggars, and the poorest class of Jews, stood a mound caUed Golgotha, Bknll 

The gate opening from the city, into this Place, the Tjrbum of Jerusalem, on which 

quarter was called Oenath, the garden thieves, assassins, pirates, heretics, tiu- 

gate. Almond trees grew in such profu- tors, teachers of falsehood, men the most 

sion that the pool of Hezekiah, lying close odious in Jewish eyes, were put to a 

by, had come to be known as the Almond shameful and cruel death, being nailed by 

Pool. On Gareb outside the garden gate, the hands and feet to a wooden cross, and 

a monument had been erected to the high left in the burning sun to die.*'— Bixon-s 

priest John. A few paces from this struc- Holy Landt ii. 81. 
tare, Joseph of Arimathea, a noble Jew, a 
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AMca, must have been either a slaye or a person of some low degree, 
otherwise they would not have impressed him into their service for an 
ofiElce so ignoble, as to carry the Cross for Jesus, condemned as a 
criminal to the most ignominious death they knew. St. Mark (xy. 21) 
speaks of his sons as men who were well known to those, for whom he 
wrote his Gospel, in fact, as so well known that he indicates who 
Simon was, by speaking of him as the father of Alexander and Rnfus. 
An explanation of this is to be found in the tradition which represents 
Simon and his family, as soon after this oonyerted to the Christian 
Faith. He, who in a literal sense, had followed Jesus and borne His 
Cross, afterwards in another and a higher sense, follows Him and bears 
His Cross after Him. When St. Paul, in his Epistle to the Romans, 
(xvi. 18) says, *' Salute Rufus chosen in the Lord, and his mother and 
mine," it has generally been supposed that this was the son of Simon 
of Cyrene, and the Rufus mentioned by St. Mark. Some have also 
supposed that this Simon is the same Simon that was called Niger in 
the Acts (xiii. 1) : and with whom is associated a fellow-countzyman, 
Lucius of Cyrene. Simon and Simeon are only two forms of the same 
name. Simon Peter was also called Simeon (Acts xy. 14). 

Commentators have given various explanations of the origin of the 
name of Calvary, or place of a skull, or the place called a skull 
(Calvaria). (Luke xxiii. 88.) Some have supposed that it might be 
from the conical shape of the place not unlike a skull or smooth mound ; 
but this is scarcely borne out by the fact. Others have thought that 
the place had its name from an old tradition, that here the skull of 
Adam was buried. The most probable account of the origin of this 
name is that this was the place of execution for common criminals, 
just as Tyburn once was in London. The very name and character of 
the place, in which the Saviour of mankind was crucified, was selected 
with the view of adding another mark of infamy to His death. 

St. Luke (xxiii. 27), alone of the Evangelists relates that as He 
went to Calvary a great company of people and of women followed, 
which also bewailed and lamented Him, and that He turned and bade 
them weep not for Him, but for themselves and their children, and 
that He then foretold the miseries which should shortly befall their 
country. If such suffering was inflicted on Him " the green tree," 
ever affording shade and comfort and blessing to all, ever bringing 
forth the fruits of righteousness, what would be done in the case of the 
Jews, '* the dry tree,*' never yielding fruit, or promise of fruit, never 
affording shelter or comfort to the distressed, good for nothing but to 
be burned ? 

That Calvary was nigh to the city but not within it is clear. Such 
a place in the city would of itself have been a great defilement to it. 
Jesus " went forth " out from the city to it. " Jesus suffered without 
the gate.'* (Heb. xiii. 12.) The man who was stoned for breaking 
the Sabbath was by the express command of God stoned " without the 
camp,'* (Numb. xv. 35.) 

aD 2 
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18 Where they crucified Him and (two other) with 
Him, on either side one, and Jesus in the midst. 

(Alf. Two others.) 



St. Hattbxw xxyU. 



8 And when thev 

were come onto 

« place 

oalled 

Golgotha, 

that is, 

tosay^a 

plaoe of a skull, 

t They gaye Him 
vinegar to drink 
mingled with gall : 

and when Ho 
had tasted thereof, 
Ho would not dxlnk. 



22 



St. Majul xy. 



And they 

bring Him unto 

theplaee 



Golgotha, 
which is, being 
interpreted, The 
plaoe of a skuIL 

28 And theygare Him 
to drink wine 
mingled with myrrh: 



bat He rccciyed it not. 



8r. LuKEXxiiL 



And when they 
were come to 

the place. 

which is called 

CalTsry, 



there they cmoifled 
Him, and the 

malefactors, 

one on the right hand, 
and the other on the left 



St. Jom xix. 

17 And He bearing His 
Cross went forth 

into 

apUco 

called 

the plaoe of a sknll, 

which U called 

in the He1n«w 

Golgotha: 



18 where they emeifiad 



two 

other 

with Him, 

on either side one, 

and Jesos in the midst 



Archbishop Trench has shown that the term thieves is a very nn- 
fortunate translation of the Greek word Xi^aTcu which is applied to 
these two men by St. Matt. (xxviL 88), St. Mark (xv. 27), and that 
they probably belonged to the robber-band which was led by Barabbas. 
We know from contemporary history, that many of the bands of 
Palestine had their origin in fair resistance to aggression, either on 
their own rights or on those of their coontry, and though these men 
might degenerate afterwards in their aim and habits from their first be- 
ginning, there would still be room left in their hearts for the exercise 
of many noble qualities, which would at once have been extinguished 
by a daily course of petty thieving. In one of these robbers there 
needed but the presence of the Bighteous to draw from him a corre- 
sponding desire. 

The ground on which the Jews clamoured for the death of Jesus 
was that He had spoken blasphemy ; but their object in crucifying 
Him along with these two robbers, was to mislead the people and to 
identify Him with them, to represent Him to the spectators as guilty 
of similar crimes with theirs, and in short as one of their very band. 

19 (And) Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the Cross. 
(And the writing was), Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the 
Jews. 

(Alf. Moreover— And there was written.) 
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20 This title then read many of the Jews : (for) the 
place where Jesus was crucified was nigh to the city : and 
it was written [in Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin], 

[S. V. In Hebrew and Latin and Greek.] 

(AIT. Becauise— in Hebrew, and in Greek, and in Latin.) 

21 (Then) said the chief priests of the Jews to Pilate, 
Write not. The King of the Jews : but that He said, I am 
(King) of the Jews. 

(Alf. Therefore— the King.) 

22 Pilate answered, What I have written I have written. 

The title was written in three languages for the convenience of the 
large mixed population, that would then be present in Jerusalem for the 
celebration of the Passover. It was written in Hebrew, but not the 
Hebrew in which the Old Testament was written. That had not been 
in use since their seventy years' captivity in Babylon, but in the 
Aramaic or the Hebrew, which they spoke when they returned from 
the Captivity, and which was stiU used by the common people of 
Palestine. Li Greek, for those Jews who, either from their residence 
at Alexandria, or from their intercourse with foreigners, had learned 
and used the Greek language, and read the Septuagint. In Latin, for 
the Bomans and those connected with the government of Gsssar. The 
Latin language was in general use wherever the Boman conquests 
extended. 

The chief Priests object to the title which Pilate had written. He 
had unconsciously recorded his testimony that Jesus was the King of 
the Jews, not that He only claimed, or pretended to be, their King. 
They at once see the difference between this, and remonstrate with 
Pilate, and wished it to be prominently stated in the title that Jesus 
pretended to be the King of the Jews, not that He was the Eang of the 
Jews. This Pilate resisted, and gave as his reason that what he had 
written he had written correctly, and did not intend to alter. 

All the four Evangelists differ in their report of what this sentence 
was. The substance of it is the same in all of them ; but the wording 
of it is different in all. 

The following is the title, as given by each of the four Evan^ 
gelists : — 



8f . Matthbw xrnL 87. 
ThiBis 

Jesus 
Tht Kiagof the Jews. 



St. Habk XT. Mb | St. Lukb itziii. 88. 
ThiBis 



The King of the Jews. The Ein^ of thoJowi. 
' [S.Y.ThoKixigof the 
Jews 



is This.] 



St. Johv xiz. 19. 



Jesus of NastKth, 
The Elxig of the Jews. 
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23 (Then the soldiers), [when they had crucified Jesns], 
took his garments and made four parts, to every soldier a 
part : [and also His coat] : now the coat was without seam, 
(woven) from the top throughout, 

[S. Which had crucified Jeens : S. Omits, and also his ooat] 

(Margin, Wrought.) 

(Alf. The soldiers thprefore.) 

24 They said therefore (among themselves), Let us not 
rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be : that the 
Scripture might be fulfilled [which saith], They parted (My 
raiment (rd IfjMrui)) among them, and for My vesture {rhv 
ifuiTtafMov) they did cast lots. These things, therefore, the 
soldiers did,^ 

[S. V. Omit, Which saith.] 

(Alf. One to another — My gannente.) 



St. Mawhiw xxTii. 


Sf . HiaK XT. 


St. Luzs zziil. 


St. Johh six. 
88 Then the soldiers, 


8S Andtlier 
craoifltd Him, 


24 And when ther 


84 And 

they parted 


when they 
had cmoifled Jesns, 


p2^d 


they parted 


took 


His gtnnents 


His garments 

(TaWTi.), 


Hi^> raiment 


EQs garments 


(rk IfUria), 


(ra //«Ct.«), 


(ra l/idna). 








and made fonr parts, 








to every soldier a part t 








and also His ooat 








(T^^X'Twa): 








now the coat was 








without seam, woven 








from the top thronghont. 








84 They said therefors 
















Let us not rend it. 


testing lots .< 


casting lots 


and cast lots. 


but east lots 


llpon them, what every 




for it, whose 




man skoold take. 




it shall be: 


ihftt it 
might be fulfilled 
whtoh was ■poken 






that the scriptme 

might be fndlled, 

which saith. 


by the prophet, 
They parted My 






Thoy parted Hy 


garments among 






raiment (rd i/idruL) 


them, and upon 
Hyyestntedid 






Mwnyiff 

them, and for 
My vesture (ri^/^. 

rurj^v) they 


they east lots. 






did oaat lots. 



' " My Testure. 'Jfiari(rti6s, a word of com- 
paratively late introduction into the Greek 
langaage, is seldom, if ever, nsed, except 
of garments more or less splendid, stately, 
costly. It is the * vesture ' — ^this word ex- 
pressing it well (d. Gen. xli, 42 ; Ps. oil. 26 ; 



Bey. xix. 13, English Version)— of kings, 
thus of Solomon in all his gloiy (1 Kings, x. 
Y.-, is associated with gold and silver as part 
of a precious spoil (Exod. iii. 22 ; xii. 35) : 
is found linked with such epithets as 
Mo}os (Loke yii. 25), iroucthas ^zkUl xvi. 
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We gather from St. Lnke (xxiii. 84) that it was before they parted 
His garments that Jesus cried, " Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do.'* There were four soldiers and a centurion, and 
they divided His outer garments {l^ria) into four parts, and ca&t 
lots for his inner close-fitting vesture (x^rcoi/, or ifuiTurjjM^), It has 
been thought, and with great probability, that this vesture was the 
work of the Blessed Virgin herself. As has been beautifully observed, 
it had that of cost and beauty about it which made even the rude 
soldiers unwilling to rend, and so to destroy it. The prophecy which 
all this fulfilled, and which the Evangelist transcribes, is a verbatim 
qaotation from Ps. xxii. 18, as rendered by the Septuagint. 

25 Now there stood by the Cross of Jesus His Mother, 
and His Mother's sister (Mary, the wife of Cleophas,) and 
Mary Magdalene.^ 

(Margin. Cleopas.) 

(Alt Maxy, the [wife] of Cleopas.) 

St. Luke merely states in general that the women that followed 
Him from Galilee^ stood afar off, beholding these things (xxii. 49), 
without giving the names of any« The other three Evangelists men^ 
tion several by name : — 



St. Mahbiw zxtU. m. 



And Harj the mother 

of James 

and Jones, 

and 

the mother of 

S&ebedee's ohildren. 



St. Habx XT. 40. 



ICary Magdalene 

tad Mary the mother, 

of Jamee the less 

and of Joses, 

and 

Salome. 



Sf . JoHH ziJ. 95, 

HiB Mother, 

and His Mother's sister, 

Mary the wife of Cleophsji, 

and Mary Magdilene. 



If we compare St. Matthew and St. Mark together, without regard 
to the various reading afforded by the Sinaitio MS. on this verse of St. 
Matthew, as it is not in its original perfect state, it will appear that 
Salome was Zebedee's wife. 

Anciently it was thought that Mary, the wife of Cleophas, was 
His mother's sister/' mentioned by St. John. Of late years this has 



18), 9tdxpvir9t (Pa. xliv 10), iroXvniXit 
(1 Tim. ii. 9) : is applied to oar Lord's 
Xtr^v (Matt, xxvii 85 ; John xix. 24) which 
was kppa^oi^ and had that of cost and 
beauty about it which made even the rude 
soldiers onwiUing to rend, and so to 
destroy it." — Archbishop Trench on 
Synonymi of New Testament, p. 176. 
* Marythe wlfeof Oleopluui or Olopas 



^Uapla 4 rov KA»ira).— ** The precise mean* 
ing is, among the women called Maiy, the 
(particular one^ of Clopas — the mie of 
Ciopas. The Article is not used where 
the annexed Genitive is not intended to 
convey any precise distinction, as, Luke 
yi. 16, 'lo6iaylaK60ov ; Acts i. 13, *liMw$of 
AB^ttfow." — Winer's Qrammar of New Tet' 
tamentf p. 148* 
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been questioned, and with some show of reason. St. Matthew and St. 
Mark both name three women who are present, without reckoning the 
Blessed Virgin. If then, in agreement with the other two Evangelists 
St. John intends to mention three women as present besides the Virgin 
Mary, he must mean two distinct women by "His Mother's sister" 
and " Mary, the wife of Cleophas." This would leave Mary, the wife 
of Cleophas, as the mother of James and Joses, and Salome, the wife 
of Zebedee, as the sister of the Blessed Virgin. St. John does not 
mention Salome by name, and it is thought that he may have extended 
the same habit of reticence to his mother, which he uses with respect 
to himself. For Salome being the wife of Zebedee would be the 
mother of St. John. If Zebedee's wife was the sister of the Blessed 
Virgin, it may have been from her near relationship to His Mother 
that she requested for her two sons that they might sit, the one on 
His right hand, and the other on His left in His kingdom. (Matt. 
XX. 20.) 

26 [(When Jesus therefore saw] His Mother and the 
disciple standing by, v^hom He loved, He saith) unto His 
Mother, Woman, behold thy son I 

[S. Now, when Jesus saw.] 

(Alf. Jesus, therefore, seeing His Mother, &c.— saitb.) 

27 (Then saith He) to the disciple. Behold thy mother ! 
And from that hour (that disciple) took her unto his ovm 
home. 

(Alf. And then saith He— the disciple.) 

Among the crowd assembled to witness the Crucifixion of Jesns, 
the Virgin Mary was probably the only one, who at all realized any- 
thing like the real nature of the Mystery, that was being transacted. 
She had long been used to keep the various parts of the Mystery of 
Bedemption, and ponder them in her heart, as they gradually unfolded 
themselves before her. She above all women had found favour with 
God, and she had been chosen as the instrument for working out man's 
salvation. Great had been her personal holiness, and wonderful had 
been the privilege, with which she had been blessed. Now, as she 
stood before the Cross, a sword was to pierce through her heart. She 
had a trial to bear, such as had never fallen to the lot of woman before. 
She had to behold her Son and her God crucified before her eyes, and 
by the very men whose salvation He was thereby purchasing. 

The actions of our Saviour, so far as we imderstand them, are so 
full of deep significance that it is impossible for man to fix any limits 
to them, and to say that they mean no more than this or that. It 
would be presumptuous to say, that when Jesus gave to His Mother a 
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son in St. John, and to St. John a mother in the Blessed Virgin, that 
He meant no more than that the disciple was henceforth to provide a 
home for His Mother. It is probahle that this action is also part of 
the Great Mystery. In the fulness of His meaning He might refer 
partly to the hour, of which He had spoken at the marriage in Cana 
(ii. 4), and that He now acknowledges her claims on Him for the sup- 
ply of the necessaries of this life, as a Mother from her Son. Jesus 
commits His Mother, the most exalted of women, to the care of the 
most saintly of men, to St. John, the beloved disciple. This is the 
meaning which lies on the surface. ^Yhat more His words may mean 
it is impossible for man, unless aided by the Holy Spirit, to discover. 
The only glimpse, which we have of the Blessed Virgin after the Resur- 
rection, is not in the retired home of the individual Apostle, but in the 
midst of the assembled Church. (Acts i. 14.) 

The fact that Jesus did not commit His mother to the care of 
Joseph, her husband, and therefore her natural guardian, has generally 
been considered a proof that Joseph was not now living. No mention 
is made of his deatti in the New Testament. 

28 After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now 
(accompHshed) that the Scripture might be (fulfilled), saith, 
I thirst.^ 

{US, Finished— aooompIlBhed.) 

St. John says, *' after this," without stating how long after : but it 
must have been three hours after. For Jesus committed His Mother 
to the care of the beloved disciple at the beginning of the Crucifixion, 
before the darkness came on; and He cried, "I thirst,*' almost 
at the end. The Psalmist, speaking in the person of Jesus, 
had said, hundreds of years before, '* They gave Me also gall for 
My meat ; and in My thirst they gave Me vinegar to drink." (Ps. 
Ixix. 21.) 

His thirst would be produced by want of food, by loss of blood from 
the scourging, and from the Crucifixion, and from exhaustion and 
excess of pain produced by hanging so long on the Cross. Great was 
the thirst which He endured in the Body from the Crucifixion ; but 
how great must have been His thirst for the salvation of souls which 
led to the Crucifixion ! 

29 [Now] there was set a vessel full of vinegar, and 



1 That the Scripture might be ful- and de Wette, to a^ci following. In the 

fiUed (tya rcXct«0J7 ^ ypoiffh) — " ^I'tt ^^^6 latter case Tva denotes a purpose attributed 

means in order that^ whether with Luther, by John to Jesus." — Winer's Grammar of 

we join Tv« rcXe i»flp to wdrra fffcj New Testament^ p. 480. 
TCT^Ac<rrai (so also Mayer), or, with Lucke 
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[they filled a spunge with vinegar,] (and put it upon hyssop,) 
and put it to His mouth. 

[ Y. ▲. Omits, Now : B. Therefore they put a sponge fall of Tinegar upon hyssop.] 
(Alf. And fixed it upon hyssop.) 

30 When Jesus, therefore, had received the vinegar: 
He said, It is finished : and He bowed His head and gave 
up the ghost. 



8t. Maxthiw zxtIL 


Bt. MABK XT. 


Bt. Luxb ndii. 


8*. Jobs six. 
set a vessel foU of 


48 And itndghtwfty 

one of them ran, 

and took a sponge, 

andflU^it 

with vinegar, 

and pot it on a reed, 

and gave Him 

to drink. 


86 And 
onenn 

and filled a iponga 
foil of vinegar, 

and pot it on a reed, 

and gave Him, 

to drink. 




vinegar: 
aadlEsj 

filled a spvagis 

with vinegar 

and pat it up on fayssofpt 

and pnt it 

to His month. 


40 The rest said, 
Let be, let oi see 
whether EUaewiU 


Let alone: lei as see 

whether BUat will 

come to take Him down. 










4< And the ^U of tha 
Temple was rent in 


hadreeeivedthoTinflgai^ 

Hesaid. 

Itiaflnlshod: 


60 Jemig,wh«nHa 
had cried again 
withaloodToloe, 


87 AadJemii 
cried, 
with a lood voice, 

and gave np the 
glioat 


46 And when Jetos 

had cried 

with a load voioe, 

He said. Father, 

into Thv hands 

I commend My spiiit : 

and having said thos, 

He gave np the 
ghost. 


And 

He bowed His head, 

and gave np the 

glwot, 



It was cnstomary among the Romans, to give wine to persons 
suffering excruciating torture, to give them strength to go through the 
punishment. Either in derision of Jesus, or with a view to increase 
His suffering, or from some other motive, the soldiers gave Jesus 
vinegar instead of wine. St. John says that they placed a spunge 
filled with vinegar on hyssop (yaadm^), St. Matthew and St. Mark 
say that they put it on a reed {xaTuifjup), Considerable difference 
of opinion exists as to which is the hyssop of Scripture. Glusius, the 
Dutch botanist, says that the common hyssop was a low bushy plant ; 
but that the cultivated or garden hyssop of Palestine had a stalk a foot 
and a half high. One Evangelist, describing this with reference to its 
stalk, might call it a reed, and another, referring to its head, might 
speak of it as hyssop. Or, the reed and the hyssop may have been 
two different thmgs bound together, the hyssop with its cap-shaped 
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head to hold the spnnge, and the reed to raise it to His lips. This 
may hays been the reed, which they pat iuto His right hand as a mock 
emhlem of His kingly dignity, and with which they smote Him on the 
head. (Matt, xxvii. 29, 30.) 

It is finished. The work appointed for Him to do is finished, the 
sufierings ordained for the Incarnate Ood to endure, the types and 
shadows of the Law, the prophecies of the Old Testament respecting 
the Passion are all finished, it only remains for His Human Soul to 
depart from His Body. Few words which have been uttered with 
reference to the history of man, contain in them such a depth of moan- 
ing as this, " It is finished. reriKeara^. Then He bowed the head 
and gave up the ghost," as his own Toluntary act, and at the time of the 
evening sacrifice. 

While on the Cross Jesus spake seven times. These are not all 
recorded hy the same Evangelist. St. Luke relates the I. and 11., St. 
John the III., St. Matthew and St. Mark the lY., St. John the Y. and 
VI., and St. Luke the VH. 



8t. Mattbbw xxyU. 



IV. S1L SIL laaui 




St. Lcki xxlil. 

I. Ftither. lorsiTe them, 
for they enow not 
what they do (84). 

n.Verfly, I uy unto 
thee, To'day Bh&lt 
thon be with Me in 
PartdiM(48). 



Vn. Fftiher, into 
hands I oon 
My Spirit (46). 



Thy 
lend 



St. Jobv xlx. 



m. Wdman, behold tKy 
■on: ... Behold thy 

Mother (96)» 



y. Ithlrrt(tt). 
VLIti8flniihed(80). 



31 The Jews therefore (because) it was the preparation, 
tliat the bodies (should not) remain upon the Cross on the 
Sabbath day (for that Sabbath day was an high day) be- 
sought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that 
they might be taken away, 

(Alf. Since— might not.) 



^That their legs might be broken 
(W Kartay&ffty ainwv rk cric^A.Tj.) — " Ordi- 
'Jftrily, as every one knows, the Copula 
agrees in number, and the Predicate in 
number and gender, with the Subject ; but 
the Predicate, if it consist of a substantive, 
iQ&y have a different gender and number 
from the Sobjeet. It is only when pro 



minenoe is to be given to the plurality and 
distinct existence of the Subject that the 
Predicate is put in the Plural. "Iva . 
Katfay&ffip itvr&y (of the three persons 
crucified) rit ck4\h. Previously iva ii'h 
fi4iyii rk a^naraiB used."— Winer's Gram* 
mar of New Tatamentt p. 686. 
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32 (Then came the soldiers), and brake the legs of the 
first, and of the other which was crucified with Him. 

(Alf. So the soldiers came.) 

33 [But when they came to Jesus (and saw that He 
was dead already, they brake not)] His legs : 

[S. Bat when they came to Jesus they found that He was dead already, and brake 
not.] 

(Alf. And when they saw that He was dead already they brake not.) 

The Jews give, as the reason for their desire to hasten the death 
of Jesus and the malefactors, their fear of polluting the approaching 
Sabbath by allowing the bodies to remain on the cross contrary to the 
law of Moses. (Deut. xxi. 21, 22.) It was now past three o'clock, 
and at sunset the Sabbath would commence, and that Sabbath was an 
high day. It was hallowed on two counts ; first because it was the 
first day of unleavened bread, a holy convocation to the Lord (Exod. 
xii. 16) ; and secondly, because it was the seventh day, the nsual 
Sabbath. This was the reason which they allege. But mixed with 
this there may have been some fear, some misgiving as to the enormity 
of the deed which they had just accomplished. Fearful, supematursd 
events had taken place during the last three hours. From the sixth 
to the ninth hour, from twelve o'clock until three, darkness had been 
spread over the whole earth, the sun was darkened, and the veil of the 
Temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom, and the earth 
did quake, and the rocks rent, &c. All this may have awakened their 
conscience, and caused them to see how their conduct was condemned, 
or they may have feared lest the people should think so, lest the people, 
at all times fickle in their attachment, should turn against them as the 
authors of the deed, which had called forth such signal marks of dis- 
pleasure from God. 

Their legs would be broken by blows from some heavy instroment, 
either of wood or iron. This causing excess of pain and loss of blood 
would have the e£fect of hastening their end. The Death of Jesos 
before the others was the natural effect of the sufferings which He had 
endured in Soul and Body, of the exhaustion of all the powers of 
nature : it was pre-ordained to fulfil the types and prophecies respect- 
ing Him in the Old Testament dispensation, and to prevent this very 
breaking of His legs, and so the imperfection and dis^urement of His 
Body after the Resurrection. 

34 (But) one of the soldiers with a spear pierced His 
side, and forthwith (came there) out blood and water. 

(Alf. NeYertlieless->there came.) 
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35 And he that saw it (bare record), (and his record) is 
true : and he knoweth that he saith true, [that ye (might 
beheve.)] 

[S. A. That ye also might believe.] 

(Alf. Hath borne witness—iuid his witness — ^may belieye.) 

The piercing of His side with a spear might not be from wanton 
cruelty on the part of the soldier, but in the proper fulfilment of his 
duty, to convince himself that Jesus was dead, and to prove to others, 
that though they had not broken his legs, they had taken sufficient 
precaution to ascertain that He was dead, before they remoyed His 
Body from the Cross. 

The flow of blood and water from His side, after life had departed, 
was contrary to the laws of nature, which would have obtained in the 
case of an ordinary dead body. From known experiments we are 
driven to believe, either that this was a result natural to our Saviour's 
Body and to His only, or else that it was miraculously produced. 

The Church, from the very earliest times, has looked upon this flow- 
ing of blood and water from the side of Jesus, as containing in it a 
fulness of meaning : as indicating the means through which man's 
salvation is wrought — ^water and blood, and that through the Incarna- 
tion, flowing from the Divine Body of the Son of God. In early 
times too writers gave this as one reason among others, why they 
always celebrated the Eucharist with the mixed chalice of wine and 
water, as a memorial of the water and blood which flowed from the 
pierced side of Jesus, and as a symbol that our salvation is through 
the Word made Flesh, and through His Death on the Cross. Few 
subjects afforded greater scope for instruction and illustration among 
the early Fathers of the Church than this. 

Tradition records that the spear entered the right side of Jesus, 
and extended to the left through the heart, with a view of destroying 
the last remains of life, if He had not already laid down His life. 
This made the fifth wound in His Body — ^two in the hands, and two in 
the feet, and one in the side. 

The person, who bears witness to the truth of the fact, that water 
and blood flowed from the pierced side of Jesus, is the Evangelist 
St. John himself, and on no subject does He give a more deliberate 
and a more distinct testimony, than He does to the truth of this, the 
testimony of an eye-witness, and of an eye-witness who has no doubt 
of the truth of what He says. 

36 For these things (were done), that the scripture 
(should be) fulfilled, A bone of Him shall not be broken. 

(Alf. Came to pass— might be.) 
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37 And again, another Scripture saith, They shall 
look on Him whom they pierced,^ 

In the passage from which the first quotation is taken, it is not 
expressed in the same way as it is given here. There it is part of the 
command which God gave to the children of Israel respecting the way 
in which they were to eat the Paschal lamb. " In one house shall it be 
eaten : thou shalt not carry forth ought of the flesh abroad out of the 
house : neither shall ye break a bone thereof.'* (Exod. xii. 46.) 

According to the usage of Scripture the application of the same 
language to the Paschal Lamb and to Jesus, would so far identify them 
together, as to make the one a type or prophetic figure of the other. 
As the blood of the Paschal lamb sprinkled on the door-posts preserved 
the children of Israel, from the destroying angel and from the death 
of the body, so the Blood of Jesus poured out upon the Cross preserves 
the true Israel from the death of the soul. 

In the second quotation which St. John says was fulfilled in Jesus 
and in the piercing of His side, the prophet Zechariah, who is speaking 
in the person of Jesus, says, ** They shall look upon Me whom they 
have pierced.'* (Zech. xii. 10.) This was fulfilled when the Centurion, 
probably the very man who with his spear had pierced His side, 
''glorified God, saying, Certainly this was a righteous Man," and 
when '' aU the people that came together to that sight, beholding the 
things which were done^ smote their breasts and returned." (St. Luke 
xxiii. 47, 48.) But probably the fulfilment, which the Evangelist 
meant, will be at the Day of Judgment. To this he again alludes in 
his book of the Bevelation : " Behold, He cometh with clouds : and 
every eye shall see Him, and they also which pierced Him : and all 
kindreds of the earth shall wail because of Him." (i. 70 Not only as 
nations and kindreds shall they look upon Him, but also as individuals, 
not only he who pierced Him with the spear, but also they who have 
pierced Him by their sins. 

88 (And after this) Joseph of Arimathea,* being a disciple 



) Date of tlie Oruoiiizion.— *' Broume, ^ ArlmatliBBa.— *' A tradition as early u 
in hiB Ordo ScectUorumt Bhows astronomi- the sixth century makes Neby Samwil the 
coUy that in a.d. 29 the Paschal full Bamah, or Ramathaim-2ophim, of the Old 
moon fell on a Friday — Friday 18th Testament the birth-place, residence, and 
March ; and adopts this as the date of the burial place of Samuel. But a eompari- 
Crucifixion. ... It is satisfactory to re- son of the statements made in Scripture 
member that this year agrees with the with the topography of the country sbovs 
constant tradition of the first five centuries this tradition to be incorrect. When Saul 
(based doubtless on the Acts of Pilate was in search of his father's asses he 
before that document was corrupted), that visited Samuel at Bamah. On his depsr- 
Christ suffered in March in the consulship ture for Gibeah, bis native city, the pro- 
of the Gemini, a.d. 29.'' — Canon Norris's phet anointed him king, and described his 
Key to the Gotpel Narrative^ p. 189. way home as leading ' by Bachel's 
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of Jesus, (but secretly) for fear of the Jews, besought 
Pilate that he might take away the Body of Jesus : and 
Pilate gave him leave. He came therefore (and took the 
Body of Jesus.) 

[S. They oame therefore and took Him : Y. took Hib Body.] 

(Alt And after these things—thongh in eeoret— and took away HiB Body.) 

ArimatheBa was early identified with Ramah the hirth-place of 
Samuel. This is mentioned seven times at least in the Old Testa- 
ment, and in the Septnagint it is rendered Armathaim or Armathaim 
Sepha. Its exact position has not been as yet ascertained* 

Joseph thongh a native of Arimathsea seems to have been now 
living at Jerusalem. St. Matthew calls Joseph a rich man, who was 
also himself Jesus' disciple (xxvii. 57). St. Mark calls him an 
honourable counsellor {ivaxVM^^ fiovXeini)^) which also waited for the 
kingdom of God (xv. 43). St. Luke says he was a counsellor : a good 
man and a just. (The same had not consented to the counsel and 
deed of them :) he was of Arimathsea a city of the Jews : who also 
himself waited for the kingdom of God. (xxiii. 60, 61) : and St. John, 
that he was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly, for fear of the Jews. 
From all this it is plain that Joseph was a member of the Sanhedrin, 
and that he had either absented himself from the assembly at which it 
was determined to put Jesus to death, or that he had voted against it. 

Isaiah had already foretold that His rest should be glorious (xi. 10) ; 
and the Evangelist goes on to relate how this came to pass : how Joseph, 



eepolohre on the horder of Benjamin.* 
(1 Sam. X. 2.) Qibeah was situated on 
Toleil el F{il, only two and a half miles 
east from this spot; and Kaohel's sepul- 
ohre is weU known to be nearly seven 
miles Boath. Hence every step Saul 
would have taken from Neby Samwll 
towards Baohers sepulchre would have 
led him farther away from Qibeah'\ — 
Handbook on Palettine, p, 217. 

••Within the last few centuries a 
monkish tradition has identified Bamleh 
with Bamathaim-Zophim, or Bamah of 
Samuel, and with the Arimathea of the 
New Testament. For this, however, there 
is no evidence. The names have no analogy 
— ^Bamleh signifying * sandy* and Bamah 
a * hill.*. ... In history there is no 
mention of Bamleh earlier than the ninth 
century, and Abulfeda states that it was 
founded in the earlier part of the eighth 
centuzy by the KaUf Suleim&n, after he 
had destroyed Lndd. The same fact is 
recorded by William of Tyre and others.— 
Ibid. p. 263. 



Discussing the site of ArimathsBa, Bobin- 
son sums up thus : ** All this serves to show 
first, that Arimathiea was not Benthieh 
which lies directly on the road between 
Antipatris and Lydda ; and, secondly, that 
it probably did lie somewhere between 
Lydda and Nobe, now Beit Niiba, a mile 
north east of Y&lo. Perhaps it is not too 
much to hope that the ancient site of 
Arimathasa may hereafter be discovered 
somewhere in that renon, which, as yet, 
has not been fully discovered.'*— Bobin- 
8on*s Later Researches^ p. 142. 

Dean Stanley says the position of 
Bamah ** is the most complicated and dis- 
puted problem of sacred topography. It 
is almost the only instance in which the 
text of the Scriptural narrative (1 Sam. 
ix. 1 ; X. 10) seems to be at variance with 
the existing localities.** 

*' He enumerates eight dilFerent places, 
all of which have been thought to be the 
ancient Arimathsa and specifies the nature 
of their respective claims.'* — Sinai and 
Palestine, ]p,2U. 
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an honourable counsellor and a rich man, went in boldly unto Pilate and 
begged to be allowed to bury the Body of Jesus, not as a criminal but 
as a man of distinction, as a prophet of God. Either Pilate could 
not refuse a man of Joseph's character, and in the 'position in which 
he was, or he was willing to make some amends for the weakness and 
injustice, which he had shown in yielding to the pressure of the Jews, 
and condemning to death one he had himself pronounced to be a just 
man, and in whom there was no fault. St. John omits to record 
Pilate's surprise that Jesus was already dead, but simply says that 
Pilate gave him leave and that then he took away the Body of Jesus. 

39 (And there came also Nicodemus) [which at the first 
came to Jesus by night,] (and brought) a mixture of myrrh 
and aloes, about an hundred pound weight.^ 

[ Y. A. Which at the first came to Him by night.] 

(Alf. And there came NicodemuB also— to Him— -bringing.) 

40 Then took they [the Body of Jesus], and wound it in 



1 (( Myirh is a vegetable product of the 
gam resin kind, sent to us in loose gra- 
nules from the size of a pepper com to 
that of a walnut, of a reddish brown colour, 
with more or leas of an admixture of yellow ; 
its taste is bitter and acrid, with a peculiar 
aromatic flavour, but very nauseous; its 
smell is strong, but not disagreeable ; it is 
brought from Ethopia, but the tree which 
produces it is wholly unknown. Our 
myrrh is the very drug known by the 
ancients under the same name ; internally 
applied it is a powerful resolvent, and 
externally applied it is discutient and 
vulnerary. "-—Johnson's Dictionary, ed. 
1766. 

*' Myrrh was nsed for embalming. 
(Herod, ii. 86.) Various conjectures have 
been made as to the real nature of the 
substance denoted by the Hebrew mdr, 
and much doubt has existed as to the 
countries in which it is produced. Accord- 
ing to the testimony of Herodotus (iii. 107), 
&c., the tree which produces myrrh grows 
in Arabia. Forstdl mentions two myrrh- 
producing trees, Amyris Kal&f and Amyris 
Eafal, as occurring near Haes in Arabia 
Felix. The myrrh-tree which Ehrenberg 
and Hemprich found on the borders of 
Arabia Felix, and that which Mr. Johnson 
saw in Abyssinia are believed to be iden- 
tical ; the tree is Balsamodrendron myrrha, 
* a low thorny ragged-looking tree, with 
bright trifoliate leaves ;' it is probably the 
Murr of Abu 1 Fadli, of which he says. 



murr is the Arphio name of a thorny tree 
like an acacia, from which flows a white 
liquid, which thickens and becomes a 
gum."— Smith's Biblical Dictionary. 

" Aloes. — A precious wood used in the 
east for perfumers, of which the best sort 
is of higher price than gold, and was the 
most valuable present given by the Eiog 
of Siam, in 1686, to the King of France. 
It is called Tambac, and is the heart or 
innermost part of the aloe tree, the next 
part of which is called Calembac, which is 
sometimes imported into Europe, and 
though of inferior value to the Tambac, is 
much esteemed ; the part next the bark is 
termed by the Portuguese Tao d*Aquila, 
or eagle wood ; but some account the eagle 
wood not the outer part of the Tambac, 
but another species. Our knowledge of 
this wood is yet very imperfect."— John- 
son's Dictionary, 

" It is usually identified with the Aqni- 
laria agallochum, a tree which supplies 
the agallochum or aloes-wood of oommeroe, 
much valued in India on account of its 
aromatic qualities for purposes of fumiga- 
tioh and for incense. This tree grows to 
the height of 120 feet, being twelve feet 
in girth. It is however uncertain 
whether the Ah&lim or AhlUOlh is m 
reality the aloes-wood of commerce ; it is - 
quite possible that some kind of odorifer- 
ous cedar may be the tree denoted by these 
terms."— Smith's Biblical Dictionary. 
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linen clothes with the spices, as the manner of the Jews [is 
to bury.] 

[A. The Body of €k>d : a Was to buy.] 
{AIL Th^ took therefore— AS is the manner.) 
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St. John is the only one of the four ETangelists who mentions 
Nicodemos. He alone relates that Nicodemas first came to Jesns by 
night to receive iQstraction from Him, (iii.)) that he afterwards defended 
Him against the Pharisees in the Conncil, and that now he brought 
the necessary spices, and assisted Joseph in the pious office of wrap- 
ping the Body of Jesus in linen clothes with the spices, and laying It 
in the tomb. , From the expression which St. John uses, it would ap- 
pear that Nicodemus paid more than one visit to Jesus, though that 
alone is recorded, '' Nicodemus, which at the first came to Jesus by 
night." 

Some Commentators have thought, that they brought a hundred 
pound weight of myrrh and aloes, as a proof of their liberality and 
affection for Jesns, and of their determination that there should be no 
deficiency, not that all this was required. This may or may not hare 
been the case, nothing is stated either way. The quantity appears 
large, though it may not have been too much for the manner in which 
i^e Jews buried, and when they wished to pay the highest possible 
honour. The Jews derived their burial customs from the Egyptians, 
who were well known to have been lavish in the use of spices in em- 
balming their dead. 

41 Now in the place where He was crucified there was 
a garden : and in the garden a new sepulchre, wherein was 
never man yet laid, 

42 (There laid they Jesus therefore, because of the Jews' 
preparation day : for ttie sepulchre was nigh at hand.) 

(Alf. There therefore by reason of the Jews* preparfttion day, because the sepolchTe 
was nigh at hand, they laid Jesns.) 

It was past three o'clock before Jesns yielded np His Spirit. At 
snnset womd begin the Sabbath, on which no burial could take place. 
Whatever arrangements respecting the burial of Jesus had to be made, 
must be before the Sabbath began, or left undone until it was over. 
Some time would have elapsed, while Joseph had gone to Pilate to beg 
the Body of Jesus, and while Pilate made the inquiries as to whether 
Jesus was already dead, which he thought it necessary to make. 
There was, therefore, no time to remove His Body to a more 
distant burial place. In the place where He was crucified, there was 
a garden : and in the garden a new sepulchre wherein was man never 
yet laid. There therefore by reason of the Jews* preparation day, be- 
cause the sepulchre was nigh at hand, they laid Jesus. 

St. Matthew alone relates that a great stone was rolled to tbe 
door of the sepulchre, that at the request of the Jews Pilate granted 
a guard to watch the sepulchre, that the sepulchre was msAe sure, the 
stoAQ 60(^§d| mi the guard set, 
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The Body of Jesas was laid in a garden and in a new tomb. Bat 
it was laid there not from choice bat from convenience. St. John 
does not say that it was chosen, beoaase it was a rich man's tomb, or 
because it was a new tomb, or because it was in a garden, but because 
the time was short and this tomb was conveniently near. 
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE TO CHAPTER XI. 



SeptQchreS. — "There were more common and more nohle 
Sepolcnres. The common were in public burying places, as it is with 
us ; but they were without the city. And through that place was no 
current of water to be made, through it was no public way to be, cattle 
were not to feed there, nor wood to be gathered from thence. 

'' The more noble Sepulchres were hewn out in some rock, in their 
own ground, with no little charge and art. You have the form of them 
described in these words : 

'' ' He that selleth his neighbour a place of burial, and he that 
takes of his neighbour a place of burial^ let him make the inner parts 
of the CaTO four cubits, and six cubits : and let him open within it 
eight sepulchres.' They were not wont, say the Glosses, to hxnj 
men of the same family here and there, scatteringly, and by them- 
selves, but altogether in one Cave : where if any one sells his neigh- 
bour a place of burnt, he sells him room for two Caves, or hollows on 
both sides, and a floor in the middle. 

" The tradition goes on. * Three sepulchres are on this side, and 
three on that, and two near them. And those sepulchres are four 
cubits long, seven high, and six broad.' 

" To those that entered into the sepulchral Cave, and carried the 
bier, there was first a floor where they stood and set down the bier, 
in order to their letting it down into the sepulchre : on this and the 
other side there was a Gave or a hollowed place, deeper than the floor 
by four cubits, into which they let down the corpse, divers coffins being 
there prepared for divers corpses. B. Simeon saith, ^ The hollow of the 
cave consists of six cubits and eight cubits, and it opens thirteen 
sepulchres within it, four on this side and four on that, and three 
before them, and one on the right hand of the door, and another on the 
left. And the floor within the entrance into the Cave consists of a 
square, according to the dimensions of the bier, and of them that bear 
it, and from it open two Caves, one on this side, another on that.' 
B. Simeon saith, ' Four at the four sides^of it.' Babban Simeon ben 
Gamaliel saith, ' The whole is made according to the condition of the 
ground.' 

" From these things now spoken you may more plainly understand 
many matters, which are related of the Sepulchre of our Saviour. 

" Mark xvi. 6. The women entering into the Sepulchre saw a young 
man sitting on the right ' side :' in tixe very floor immediately after 
the entrance into the Sepulchre, 
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" Luke xxiv. 8. * Going in they found not His Body/ &c. verse 6. 
' While they bowed down their faces to the earth/ verse 12. * Peter 
ran to the sepulchre, and when he had stooped down, he saw the linen 
clothes.' That is, the women and Peter after them, standing in the 
floor bow down their faces, and look downward into the place, where 
the sepulchres themselves were, which, as we said before, was four 
cubits deeper than the floor. 

'* John XX. 5. ' The disciple whom Jesus loved, came first to the 
Sepulchre ; and when he had stooped down (standing on the floor, that 
he might look into the burying place) saw the linen clothes lie : yet 
went he not in. But Peter went in,' &c. ; that is, from the floor he 
went down into the cave itself, where the rows of the graves were (in 
which nevertheless no corpses had been as yet laid, besides the Body 
of Jesus :) thither also after Peter, John goes down. 

*' And verse 2. ' But Mary weeping stood at the sepulchre without : 
and while she wept she stooped down to the sepulchre, and saw two 
angels in white sitting, one at the head and another at the feet, where 
the Body of Christ had lain.' 

'' She stood at the sepulchre without: that is, within the Cave on 
the floor, but without that deeper Cave, where the very graves were, or 
the very places for the bodies : bowing herself to look down thither, 
she saw two angels at the head and foot of that coffin, wherein the 
Body of Christ had been laid." — ^Lightfoot, ii. 89. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

1, Mary cometh to the Sepulchre; 8 So do Peter and John, 
ignorant of the Resurrection; 11 Jesus appearetii to Mary 
Magdalene ; 19 And to His Disciples ; 24 The incredulity, 
and confession of Thomas ; SO The Scripture is sufficient to 
salvation. 

1 (The first day of the week) cometh Mary Magdalene 
early, (when it was yet dark), unto the sepulchre, and seeth 
the stone, taken away [from the sepulchre.]^ 

[S. From the door of the sepnlohie.] 

(▲If* Now on the first day of the week— while it was yet dark.] 



1 MeJdel, MagdfllE.--*' One hour's ride 
along the shore brings ns to this wretched 
hamlet, now the only inhabited spot in 
the plain of Oennesaret. In riding along, 
the woDderfol richness of the soil strikes 
us. Nowhere else have we encountered 
such thistles, such grass, and such weeds 
— and sach grain on the few spots culti- 
vated. Josephus described Oennesaret 
eighteen centuries ago as an eartialy Para- 
dise, where the choicest fruits grew luxu- 
riantly, and eternal spring reigned. His 
words were not much exaggerated; for 
now, though more a wilderness than a 
paradise, none can fail to remark its fer- 
tility. The shore is lined with a wide 
border of oleander: behind this come 
tangled thickets of the lote-tree : and here 
and there are little groups of dwarf palm. 
The voice of the turtle is heard on every 
side, and quails spring up from oar feet 
at almost eveiy step. 

** Mejdel contains about twenty huts, 
and the ruins of a tower of modem date. 
Between the village and the shore are 
foundations and heaps of rubbish. Tet 
the name of this hamlet has been incor- 
porated into every language of Chris- 
tendom. It was the birth-place of Mary 
Magdalene, out of whom Jesns *had cast 
seven devils,' and to whom He appeared 
immediately after His Besurreotion. The 



name and sight of the village will call tip 
that solemn scene related in John xx. 11- 
IS,"— Handbook to PaUttine, p. 406. 

** But the most sacred region of the 
lake — shall we not say of the world?— is 
the little plain of Oennesareth, which has 
been already mentioned, on the western 
shore. Few scenes have undergone a 
greater change. Of all the numerons 
towns and villages in what must hiTs 
been the most thickly-peopled district of 
Palestine, one only remains. A oollectioii 
of a few hovels stands at the south-eastam 
comer of the plain— -its name hardlj 
altered from the ancient Magdala or 
Migdol — so called, probably, from a 
watch-tower, of which ruins appear to 
remain, that guarded the entrance to the 
plain. Through its connection with her 
whom the long opinion of the Choreh 
identified with the penitent sinner, the 
name of that ancient tower has now been 
incorporated into all the languages of 
Europe. A large solitary thom-tree 
stands beside it. Its situation, otherwise 
unmarked, is dignified 1^ the high lime- 
stone rock whidi overhangs it on the 
south-west, perforated with caves, recall- 
ing, by a cnrious, though doubtless imin- 
tentional coincidence, the scene of Gor- 
reggio's celebrated picture."— Stanley's 
Sinai and Palestine, p. 882. 
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St. Mark had related that ** a stone ** was rolled unto the door of 
the Bepulchre, and St. Matthew that '^ a great stone '* was rolled to 
the door of the sepnlchre^ and that the stone was sealed and a gnard 
set. Neither St. Lnke nor St. John mentions the stone until thej re- 
late, how that the women fonnd it rolled away from the door of the 
s^ulchre. 

By comparing St. John's acconnt with that given by the other 
three Evangelists, we shall be the better able to see the time at which 
they first went to the sepulchre^ their object in going, as well as who 
the individuals were who went. 



St. JUsnaw xxyUI. 
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8r. Mabx xtL 
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St. John names only Mary Magdalene, probably because she was 
oonspiciUHis among the rest by her seal and ardour. She evidently 14 
tiiie leader of the party. 

The object of these women in going to the sepulchre was not to 
see if Jesus were risen. That was a thought, which had never crossed 
their minds. They went, in the abundance of their love and reverence, 
to anoint His Body with sweet spices. When alive they had loved and 
revered Him with an unbounded afiection, and now that He was dead, 
they went to perform for Him the offices of love and affection, in the 
way that was most congenial to the Jewish mind. As soon as it was 
possible to purchase iho spices, that is, after sunset on tiie day of the 
Sabbath, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the less, and 
Salome had gone into the city for that purpose, and had then carried the 
spices to the sepulchre, while it was yet dark! It was dark though it 
had become morning. They had no motive in waiting for the morning. 
It was night when they left to ^o and buy the spices, but the sun 
had risen or the morning hours had begun, before they reached the 
place of burial. 

The same women had bought the spices, as w^e before mentioned 
beholding Him on the Cross, with the exception of the Blessed Yirgin^ 
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She is not now with them. She went not with them to anoint His 
Body, for she probably alone of all the party knew, that He wonld not be 
there, tliat He would haye risen. Doubtless in retirement she pon- 
dered on the completion of the Mystery. We may reverently assume, 
that this was in some way vouchsafed to her by some personal com- 
munication, and not only through the report of the women and the 
disciples. Many have believed, that Jesus had first of all appeared to 
His Mother privately, though this is nowhere recorded in Scripture. 
But this would not be contrary to analogy, it would rather be in per- 
fect keeping with the way, in which the Mystery of the Incarnation had 
been revealed to mankind. 

St. John here omits many particulars, that are related by the other 
Evangelists, such as the earthquake, the descent of the angel of the 
Lord from heaven, the rolling away of the stone from the door of the 
sepulchre, and the angel's message unto the women. 

2 Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and 
to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith unto 
them. They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, 
and we know not where they have laid Him.^ 

Either the women did not understand the angel's words that Jesus 
was risen, or they did not believe them. For Mary repeats to the 
disciples their first impression, They have taken away the Lord out of 
the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid Him. St. John 
named only Mary as going to the sepulchre, but her words show that 
others were with her. The expression ** we know not " shows that 
she is speaking for herself and her companions, in fact as the leader of 
the party. 

3 Peter therefore went forth, and (that other disciple), 
[(and came to the sepulchre.)] 

[8. Omits, and eame to the sepnlohxe.] 

(Alf. The other disciple— «nd they went toward the sepuldhre.) 



^ And oometh to Sim<xi Peter, and to here is that the two disciples were not in 

the other disciple (fyx^'''^ *P^^ Sffuvi^a the same place, non una foisse utnunqne 

Tl^rpoy Koi irphs rhy iXXov /uoOiyr^y). discipalmn."— Winer's Grammar of New 

* * When two or more sabstantives, goYomed TeatametU, p. 489. 

b^ one and the same preposition, and' * And the other disciple did outran 

directly joined together by a oopnla, follow Peter (jcol 6 Axxas fMdnriis rpo^ipafup 

each other, the preposition is most natnr- rdxtow rod n4Tpov,) ** He ran on before, 

ally repeated, if the sabstantives in ques- faster than Peter (closer specification)."— 

tion denote things conceived to be distinct Winer's Grammar of New Testameta, 

and independent. Bengel's conclusion p. 627. 
from the repetition of the preposition 
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4 [(So) they ran both together : and the other disciple 
did outrun Peter,] and came first to the sepulchre. 

[S. And they ran both together* but the other did ontnin Peter : A. but the other.] 
(Alf. And.) 

As the yoimger and more active of the two, St. John reaches the 
sepnlchre first, but does not enter it until his companion had come 
up, perhaps from a feeling of modesty, and oat of deference to St. Peter 
as his senior in age, and superior in position among the Apostles ; or 
it may be that he was seized with a sudden feeling of fearful reverence 
towards the Dead. 

5 (And he stooping down, and looking in, saw) the linen 
clothes lying : yet went he not in. 

(Alf. And stooping down, and looking in, he seeth.) 

6 [Then cometh Simon Peter] following him, and went 
into the sepulchre (and seeth the linen clothes he.) 

[S. V. Then cometh also Simon Peter.] 
(Alf. And beholdeth the linen clothes lying.) 

7 And the napkin, that was (about His head,) not lying 
with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by 
itself. 

(Alf. On His head.) 

The positions of the several pieces of linen, with which His Body 
was wrapped, St. John relates more minutely than the other Evan- 
gelists, for he alone is recording here, what he saw with his own eyes. 
He had noted them carefully, as they were the first things to strike 
his attention. They were to him so many indications of His Resurrec- 
tion. They first prepared St. John to believe that Jesus might have 
risen. This belief — first produced by the sight of the sepulchre — was 
afterwards confirmed by other evidence which could not be gainsaid. 

One thing, that drew St. John's special attention to the linen, lying 
as it was, wrapped in two separate places in the sepulchre, was the 
knowledge that when a dead body was wrapped in linen with spices, 
myrrh, aloes, &c. the linen had a tendency to adhere to the body. 
The myrrh was of a gummy, glutinous nature, and would make it ex- 
tremely difficult to remove the linen from the Body. St. John him- 
self — and he alone of the four Evangelists — had related that they 
wound the Body of Jesus in linen clothes with the spices (xix. 40). 
Had any one wished to remove the Body, to stay to unwrap the 
clothes was only adding to the risk of detection. But this had been 
the work of one who was deliberate and careful in doing, what he had 
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done. There were no marks of hnny, no signs of haste firom fear of 
discoYery. 

8 (Then went in also that other disciple), which came 
first to the sepulchre, and he saw and believed. 

(Alf. Then went in therefore the other disciple also.) 

9 [For as yet they knew not] the Scripture, that He must 
rise again from the dead. 

[S. For as yet he knew not.] 

Many Commentators^ both ancient and modem have thought that 
the Evangelist meant to say here, that in consequence of what he saw 
in the sepulchre, he believed the words which Mary Magdalene had 
said unto them, namely that they had removed the Body of Jesus from 
the sepulchre. But it is fiar more in accordance with, the context, that 
what he believed was, that Jesus had risen from the dead. For the 
first time the truth flashed upon his mind, that this was what Jesus 
Himself taught them. As yet, up to this time, he had not known, he 
had not understood the Scripture, that He must rise again from the 
dead. He had heard the words before, but without giving them any 
particular meaning, or at least any literal meaning, only such as was 
figurative. But now the appearance of the sepulchre, with its linen so 
carefully wrapped up and laid in different places, brought to bis recol- 
lection the words of Jesus Himself, and forced on his mind the fact 
of the Besurrection. It was the Scripture, that he must rise again 
from the dead, which produced in St. John the conviction that Jesns 
had risen again ; but it was what he saw in the sepulchre that brought 
the Scripture to his recollection, and prepared him to receive this con- 
viction. 

St. Peter had the same evidence, but he did not as yet believe 
that Jesus was risen from the dead. Perhaps there was in his veiy 
nature a backwardness to receive a new truth, except on the fdllest 
proofs. It is true that he had formerly been the first to confess that 
Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the Living God. (Matt. xvi. 16) ; 
that in a moment of impetuous seal he had attempt^ to defend his 
Master at the risk of his own life (John xviii. 10). Bui the gentle, 
loving temperament of the youthful St. John may have been more re- 
ceptive of the great Mysteries of the Incarnation. 

10 (Then) the disciples went away again unto their own 
home. 

(Alf. So.) 

1 For the ancient conunentatori see Comeliiui A LapULe, and for tho aodeni see 
Dean Alford in loco. 
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The two disciples depart unto their own home ; John belioTing that 
Jesas had risen, and Peter wondering, at a loss how to account for 
appearances. Maty remains rooted to the spot by love to her Lord, 
and by grief because they had removed, as she thought, His Body, and 
she knew not where they had laid Him. 

11 [But Mary stood without at the sepulchre] weeping : 
and as she wept, she stooped down, and looked into the 
sepulchre, 

[S. But Mary stood in the Bepolchre : A. Omits without.] 

12 And (seeth) [two] angels in white sitting, (the one) at 
the head, and the other at the feet, where the Body of Jesus 
had lain. 

[S. Omite, two.] 
(Alf. Beholdeth'-one.) 

13 [And] they say unto her. Woman, why weepest thou? 
[She saith] unto them. Because they have taken away my 
Lord, and I know not where they have laid Him* 

[S. Omits, and : Y. And she saith.] 

What St. John had seen in the septdchre had prepared him for a 
belief in the Besurrection of Jesus. What Itfary sees was doubtless 
intended to prepare her for the appearance of Jesus Himself. The 
angels, their clothing in white, their posture sitting, the very place in 
which they sat, one at the head and the other at the feet, are all signs 
of His Besurrection, and of His Besurrection as perfect as He was when 
alive. 

St. John does not relate the reply and the message of the angel to 
Mary, which the other Evangelists do, but he goes on to relate the 
appearance of Jesus to her. 

14 [(And] when she had thus said,) she turned herseK back, 
and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus. 

[S. V. A. Omit, And.] 
(Alf. And having thus said.) 

15 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, Why weepest thou ? 
Whom seekest thou ? [She, supposing] (Him to be the gar- 
dener), saith unto Him, Sir, if thou (have borne) Him hence, 
tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take Him away.- 

[S. Kow she supposing.] 

(Alf. That it was the gardener^-hast borne.) 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



428 COMMENTARY ON ST, JOHN'S GOSPEL. 

Jesus approached Mary from behind, and some suppose that the 
reason why she turned herself was, because she saw the angels assume 
an attitude of reverential worship, as if to some one behind her. Others 
have supposed that she turned, merely because she heard the sound of 
advancing footsteps. 

It may be that Jesus appeared to Mary Magdalene first, in con- 
sequence of the excessive love which she bore towards Him, but that 
her eyes were holden so that she could not at first recognise Him, 
as the effect of her disbelief in the words of the angel, which said that 
He was alive, as well as a gentle rebuke for it. In his question, why 
weepest thou ? Jesus intimates that there is need of faith, not of tears. 
There is no need to weep for Him, who is risen, and who is declared by 
the angels to be risen. She took Him for the gardener, just as the two 
disciples, going to Emmaus a little later on the same day, supposed that 
He was a stranger. (Luke xxiv. 18.) 

16 Jesus saith unto her, Mary. [She turned herself, 
and saith unto Him,] Rabboni : which is to say, Master. 

[S. But she tnmed herself : S. V. And saith unto Him in Hebrew.] 

17 Jesus saith unto her. Touch Me not ; for I am not 
yet ascended [to My Father] : [but go to My brethren] and 
say unto them, I ascend unto My Father and your Father: 
(and to My God and your God.) 

[S. V. To the Father : S. but (A. omits) go to the brethren : S. Behold,! ascend.] 
(Alf. And My God, and your God.) 

Mary would seem to have turned from Jesus towards the angels 
again, as if seeking from them some explanation of the cir- 
cumstances, when she heard the sound of her own name uttered by 
the voice of Jesus, and with all the sweetness and graciousness with 
which He had been accustomed to address her. LUlo the Shunamite 
woman of old (2 Kings iv. 27), she fell on her knees and caught hold 
of the feet of Jesus, and began to indulge in her feelings of ecstatic 
delight, in this act of worship towards Him, and calling Him Babboni, a 
term intended to convey the highest honour and most enduring 
love. 

The difficulty of explaining the words firj /mv airrov rendered 
" Touch Me not," especially in the connection in which they stand, may 
be inferred from the number of interpretations that have been given to 
them. Cornelius a Lapide gives no less than five different interpreta- 
tions of this passage. The explanation which he himself prefers, and 
which is the one advocated in this Commentary^ found little favour with 
many of the ancient annotators, and not much more with many in 
modem times. 
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We may fairly conclude, that what Jesns forbade to Mary was 
not any touching of His Body whatever, but the touching him under 
certain conditions ; either because there was a deficiency of love and 
reverence, or of &ith and appreciation of His Divine nature, or because 
her adoration of Him from its length and rapture was unsuited to the 
present time, and to the commission with which He now entrusted her, 
namely, of announcing His Resurrection to the rest of His disciples. 
We may infer this, because He almost immediately grants this 
privilege to a number of women, which number probably included 
Mary Magdalene herself. ''And as they (the women) went to tell 
His disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, All hail. And they 
came and held Him by the feet {iKparqaav avrov rovs iroZasi) and 
worshipped Him. (Matt, xxviii. 9.) The very same day, in the 
evening, Jesus Himself invited His assembled disciples ''to handle" 
Him {^Xa^aaTe fi€.) (Luke xxiv. 89.) A week after this He invited 
Thomas to thrust His hand into His side. (John xx. 27.) All this 
took place before Jesus had ascended unto the Father. Evidently then 
the fact, that He had not ascended unto the Father, could scarcely be 
given as a reason, why Mary Magdalene should not touch Him, since it 
did not prevent the others from touching Him. Neither can we believe 
that Jesus allowed this privilege to Thomas accompanied with the 
words, " Be not faithless, but believing," and that He refused it to 
Mary Magdalene, who had shown to Him at least equal faith and far 
more love than Thomas. 

It could not be that Mary, when she was about to touch Him, was 
deficient in love or reverence, or in faith and appreciation of His Divine 
nature. We are apt to believe that she exceeded all the rest in 
love to Jesus, and that it was for this veiy reason, that He appeared 
to her first after His Besurrection. Her faith in the angel's words 
may have been defective, but as soon as she recognised Jesus Himself, 
there was no lack of faith, no lack of love or reverence towards 
Him. 

Some explanation must be sought for more consistent with the 
context. This will probably be found in the meaning of the expression 
/at; fiovawrov itself, which is imperfectly rendered, " Touch Me not." 
The literal meaning of these words is much more nearly represented by 
the English, "Cling to Me not,'* or " Cease to cling to Me, or to clasp Me." 
In this sense yovpcov airrea-dat is not at all uncommon in classic Greek. 
Thus in Homer the herald who conducts Priam to the camp of the 
Greeks, seeing a stranger of whose intentions he was uncertain, asks 
Priam whether they should turn the horses and fly, or 

yovptop a^dfuvoL XtTaveiaofiep, at k iKej^ar}. (Book xxiv. 857.) 

*' Say, with the horses shall we fly at once. 
Or clasp his knees, and for his mercy sue." 

— ^Lord Derby's Translation, 
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When, therefore, Jesns said to Mary Magdalene,^ fi'n f*ov awrov 
*' Touch Me not, for I am not yet ascended to My Father ; bat go to 
My brethren, and Bay unto them, I ascend unto My Father and your 
Father ; and to My Ood and your God," it is probable that He did not 
forbid her to touch Him, but that He bade her not now to linger to 
worship and adore Him, not now to stay and pour out her affection for 
Him by kissing and embracing His feet, but to go and announce His 
Besurrection to His brethren, adding, that as He had not asoended to 
His Father, other opportunities would be afforded her of thus showing 
her love and devotion to Him, but that her present duty was to bring 
the tidings of His Besurrection and appearing to His brethren. 

According to this interpretation our Saviour's words, " For I am 
not yet ascended unto My Father,'* do not imply that she should 
be allowed to worship Him by touching Him in any sense after He had 
ascended unto His Father, but that she should still have the opportunity 
of thus worshipping Him before He ascended unto His Father. 

In the words '^ My Father and your Father" Jesus draws a marked 
distinction between God as His Father, and as their Father. God 
is His Father by nature. He is their Father by adoption and grace. In 
the words " My Father and your Father, My God and your God," He 
may also intend to remind them of His twofold nature, and may thus 
speak of God as His Father with reference to His Divine nature, and 
as His God with reference to His Human nature. Surprised and 
almost perplexed at His Besurrection, an event which they had so little 
expected, it may have been necessary to teach and remind them in 
every possible form, that He was "Perfect God and Perfect Man." He 
may also have said this to them and have called them His brethren, to 
remove from them the feeling of fear and of shame at their desertion of 
Him, and to remind them that though He had risen again. He was the 
same loving Master to them that He was before His Crucifixion. 

18 Mary Magdalene (came and told) the disciples that 
she had seen the Lord, and that He had (spoken) these 
things unto her. 

(Alf. Cometh and bringeth tidings to tho disoiples^Baid.) 

By comparing the accounts which the Four Evangelists give of the 
Besurrection we shall see, that on the day of the Besurrection Jesus 
• appeared five times, and that St, John records only two of these, 
the first and the last, 



1 Kypke, an oriental scholar of the last fxov iwrov thus, " desine Me jam adorare." 
century, pftraphrases \\xe eicpression, /^^ —Quoted \u Orinfield't Qreek Temment. 
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St. MATTHtw xxTiU. 



n. (MO) In Um end of the 
Sebbath, ae it began 
to dawn toward the 
ilrst day of the week. 



Jesna met them, aaT- 
ing. All hail! And 
thej oame and held 
Him by the feet, and 
wonhipped Him, Ae. 



St. Uabx r?L 

1.(9) Now when Jetua 

waa riaen early 
the flrst day of the week 



He appeared first 
to Mary Magdalene. 
[8- Y- omit all theae 
Teraeafrom9toa0]. 



IV. as) After that 

He appeared in another 

form nnto two of them, 

aa they walked. 

and went into the 

country. 



8t. Luxi xxiv. 



St. Johh zz. 

I. (1-18) The first day of 

the week 

Cometh Mary Magdalene 

early, 

when it waa yet daA. 

Jesoa salth nnto he^, 

Mary. 
She tnmed herself, Ac. 



V. (14) Afterward 
He appeared unto the 

eleven, 
aa they eat at meat, dc. 

(Or, this may refer to His 
appearance after eight 
days, when Thomas 
was present], 



in J[84) Saying, 

The Lord ia ri«en In« 
deed, and hath ap- 
peared to Simon. 

lY. (18) And, behold, 
two of them went 

that same dar 

to a Tillage called 

£mmaus, 

90 And it oame to pai , 
as Ho sat at meat with 
them. He took bread 
and blessed It, and 
brake and gave to 
them. 

81 And their eyes were 
opened, and they knew 
Him, Ac. 

v. (86-48) And aa they 

thus spake, 

Jesus Himself stood 

in the midst of them, 

and saith unto them, 

Peace bo onto yoo. 



y.(19>iB) Then the same 

day, at evening, 

being the flrst day of 

the week, 

when the doon were 

abut, 

where the disdples were 

assembled, 

for fear of the Jews, 

eame Jeeua 

and stood in the midst, 

and aaith nnto them. 

Peace be nnto you. 



Mary Magdalene and her companions^ amongst whom were Mary, 
the mother of James the less, and Salome, came first to the sepulchre 
early in the morning, bringing with them the spices to anoint His 
Body. They find the stone rolled away from the door of the sepulchre. 
When they had seen the angels and heard their words, that Jesns was 
risen again, they return to the city to tell this to Peter and John, who 
immediately run to the sepulchre, the women also following them. 



* The laat twelve yenes of St. Mark^g 
Oogpel.— Mr. Burgon in a learned trea- 
tise, a yery marvel for patient investiga- 
tioo, has twept away the doabtt and 
gttBpioioDB, which for the laat fifty yeara 



had been oast on the closing verses of St. 
Mark so liberaUy, that these verses had 
almost come to be looked upon, as an ao- 
Imowledged atiditioo to ^e Goepel, 
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Peter and John enter the sepulchre and then go away again unto 
their own home. The women also set oat to return home with the 
exception of Mary Magdalene, who still lingers about the garden, 
weeping, when Jesus appears to her and bid^ her carry the tidings 
of His Besurrection to His brethren. Mary then follows her com- 
panions in the direction of the city, and what wonder that, in her 
joy and delight at the thoughts of the message which she had to 
communicate to the disciples, she should overtake her companions who 
had left the sepulchre sad and disappointed, because they had not found 
the Body of Jesus. " And as they (the women) went to tell His 
disciples Jesus met them, saying. All haiL And tiiey came and held 
Him by the feet and worslupped Him." His next appearance was 
unto Simon. (Luke xxiv. 84.) This is not circumstantially related 
by any of the Evangelists. Then He appeared unto the two disciples 
as they went to a village called Emmaus,^ which was from Jerusalem 



1 EmmauB or Nloopolls. — "About one 
mile to the north-east of L&tidn, in foU 
view, is the smaU -village of Amm&s, situ- 
ated on the western declivity of a low hill. 
.... This is the site of Emmaus or 
Nicopolis, situated at the foot of the 
mountains, and according to the JeriuaUm 
Itinerary J twenty-two Boman miles from 
Jerusalem, and ten from Lydda. 

"It is somewhat remarkable that from 
the third to the thirteenth century, the 
opinion was universal among Christian 
writers that this city was that Emmaus 
to which the two disciples were going 
from Jerusalem when our Lord appeared 
to them on the day of His Besurrection. 
But the express statement of the Evan- 
gelist, and ihe whole circumstances of the 
narrative, appear to make this impossible. 
Luke states that Emmaus was distant 
from Jerusalem * threescore furlongs' 
[Sinaitie MS. has a hundred and three- 
score furlongs]. Nicopolis is a hundred 
and sixty. Besides, the two disciples, 
having come from Jerusalem to Emmaus 
in part of a day, returned there the same 
evening after Christ had revealed Himself 
to them. If this be Emmaus, they must 
have widked that day a distance of forty 
miles, (Luke xxiv. l^dS), "--Handbook 
to Palestine, p. 271. 

These and other objections to Nicopolis 
being the Emmaus of the Evangelist Dr. 
Bobinson ably answers as foUows :— 

«< There can be no doubt, that in the 
earliest period of which we have any 
record, after the apostolic age, the opinion 
prevailed in the Church, that Nicopolis 
(as it was then called) was the scene of 
that narrative. Both Eusebius and Je- 
rome, in the fourth century, are explicit 



on this point : the one a Shading bishop 
and historian, the other a scholar and 
translator of the Scriptures. Indeed they 
seem to have known of no other interpre- 
tation ; nor is there any traoe of any other 
in any ancient writer. The same opinion 
continued general down through succeed- 
ing ages untU the conmienoement of the 
fourteenth century: when slight traces 
began to appear of the later idea, which 
fixed an Emmaus at Eubeibeh : a transfer 
of which there is no earlier vestige, and 
for which there is no possible ground, ex- 
cept to find an Emmaus at about sixty 
stadia from the Holy City. 

" Thus, for thirteen centuries did the 
interpretation current in the whole Church 
regard the Emmaus of the New Testament 
as identical with Nicopolis. This was 
not the voice of mere tradition, but the 
well-considered judgment of men of lean- 
ing and critical skill, resident in the 
country, acquainted with the places in 
question, and occupied in investigating 
and describing the S<aiptural topography 
of the Holy Land." 

He then goes on to answer the objec- 
tions. Two of these are raised from 
Josephus, and the correctness of his text. 
The third refers to St. Luke's reading of 
** threescore furlongs,** which is answered 
by the reading of MSS. of as great anti- 
quity and authority as the present Greek 
Text of the English Version, as for in- 
stance, the reading of the Sinaitie MS., 
** one hundred and threescore furlongs." 
The fourth he answers thus : ** The distance 
of Nicopolis from Jerusalem is too great, 
it is said, to admit of the return of the 
two disciples the same evening so as to 
meet the assembled Apostles. This, how- 
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aboat threescore foi-longs, or, according to the Sinaitic MS.| about one 
hnndred and threescore furlongs. His last appearance on this day 
which the Evangelists record was in the evening, when Hiff disciples 
were assembled together. 

19 (Then the same day at evening, being the first day of 
the week, when the doors were shut,) where the disciples 
were [assembled] for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood 
in the midst, and saith [unto them], Peace be unto you. 

[S. V. A. Omit, assembled : S. Omits, tmto them.] 

(Alf. When it was evening, therefore, on that same day, being the first day of the 
week, the doors being shut.) 

They feared the Jews, because they had incurred their hatred and 
suspicion as disciples of Jesus. The Evangelist mentions the closed 
doors, to indicate the different nature of His Presence among them 
from what it was formerly. Before His Crucifixion He had gone in 
and out among them, as they themselves had done, except on one or two 
special occasions, when He had displayed His Divine power. Then 
His Body was apparently subject to the same laws as their own. It is 
also probable, that in His intercourse with them His Besurrection Body 
was subject to the same laws, as all bodies will be after the Besurrec- 
tion. Material objects were no hindrance to His Presence. The doors 



ever, would depend, not so mnoh upon the 
distance as upon the time when they set 
off. They "rose up the same hour" 
(Luke xxiy. 82), and naturally returned 
in haste to make known their glad tidings, 
although with all their haste they could 
not weU have traversed the distance in 
less than five hours. It was not yet 
evening when they arrived at Emmaus, 
and if tiiey set off to return even as late as 
six o'clock, which at that season would be 
about sunset, they might reach the city by 
eleven o'clock. The Apostles were as- 
sembled, and the doors were shut, * for 
fear of the Jews :' they had indeed par- 
taken of an evening meal, but this had 
^eady been long ended, for Jesus after- 
wards inquires if they have any food. It 
was evidently late. There is nothing, 
therefore, impossible or improbable in the 
supposition that the two had hastened 
back a long distance, late at night, per- 
haps with mnoh bodily effort, to declare 
to their brethren the wonderful things of 
which they had been witnesses. A like 
amount of travel, on an extraordinary 
occasion, .would be nothing strange even 
at the present day. 
The case then may be thus presented : 



On the one hand, the reading of good 
MSS. gives the distance of Emmaus £rom 
Jerusalem at one hundred and sixty 
stadia, at which point there was a place 
caUed Emmaus, which stiU exists as the 
village Amw&s : and all this is further 
supported by the critical judgment of 
learned men residing in the country near 
the time, as also by the unbroken tradi- 
tion of the first thirteen centuries. On 
the other hand there is the current read- 
ing of sixty stadia in most of the present 
MSS., written out of Palestine : supported 
only by a doubtful reading of Josephus : 
but with no place existing either now or 
at the end of the third century to which 
this specification can be referred. So far 
as it regards the New Testament, it is a 
question between two various readings : 
one, now the current one in MSS. and 
editions, but with no other valid support ; 
the other, supported in like manner by 
MSS., as also by facts, by the judgment 
of early scholars and by early and un- 
broken tradition. After long and repeated 
consideration, I am disposed to acquiesce 
in the judgment of Eusebius and Jerome." 
^Bobinson's LaUr Mesearches, p. 147. 

2p 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



434 COMMENTARY ON ST. JOHN's GOSPEL. 

were shut, but He came and stood in the midst. He saith unto them, 
" Peace be unto you/' pi-obably to allay all fear of His anger at their 
conduct during His trial, and to quiet all the alarm which they naturally 
felt at His unexpected Presence, and at the unusual mode of His 
Presence among Uiem. He communicates to them all the blessings 
conveyed in the word *' Peace." 

20 And when He had so said, He shewed unto them 
(His hands and His side). (Then were the disciples glad), 
when they saw the Lord. 

(Alf. Both His hancLi and Hii side--The disciples therefore were glad.) 

This, taken in connection with His own words before His Crucifixion, 
and with the words of the prophets of the Old Testament, must have 
been sufiScient to convince the most unbelieTing that He was the 
Messiah, the Son of God. 

Both St. Mark and St. Luke relate this appearance of Jesus, and 
mention several particulars which St. John omits, and omit some 
which St. John records. St. Luke says that, besides showing them 
His hands and His side. He bade them ** handle" Him {y^Xa^niaari 
fjLe), and that He condescended to prove to them, by an argument as 
perfect as a syllogism, that He is not a spirit, but their risen Lord ; 
and to show that there oould.not possibly be any illusion in the matter, 
He asked them for meat, and took a piece of a broiled fish, and of an 
honeycomb, and did eat it before them. This St. John omits, and 
goes on to relate the conimission which Jesus now gave them. 

21 [(Then said Jesus)] to them again, Peace be unto 
you : (as My Father) hath sent Me, [even so send I you.] 

[B* Then said He : even so will I send you.] 
(Alf. Bo then Jesns said— as the Father.) 

The word {tcctdw) here translated ''as*' must imply partly an 
equality and partly a likeness or similarity. The power and authority 
of the sender was equal. As the Father had sent Him, so He the Son 
sent them. The power and authority of those who were sent must be 
similar. He had descended from the Father to form a kingdom on 
earth, and He was now about to return to the Father, and He gives 
them a commission to regulate and to govern this kingdom, to be the 
channels of His favour to the citizens of this kingdom. He sends 
them, too, with the same object as He Himself had been sent, the 
salvation of man. Though Himself ascended to the Father, He would 
refuse to His kingdom no blessing, which He had conferred on them 
during His Ministry on earth. In fact it was still His Ministry, but 
carried on through them as His agents ; He it was, who conferred all 
the blessings, aU the graces in His kingdom ; the Apostles were to be 
the channels, through whom He should communicate these to the 
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Tarions indi^idnals and nations. He then goes on to impart to them 
grace to carry on this Ministry, and to inform them in what it should 
consist. 

22 And when He had said this. He breathed on them, 
and saith unto them, Receive ye the (Holy Ghost.) 

(Alf. Holy Spirit.) 

23 Whose soever sins ye remit, [they are remitted unto 
them] : (and) whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained. 

[S. It shall be remitted unto them.] 
(Alf. Omits, and.) 

The things pertaining to the kingdom of God (Acts i. 8) was the 
great subject of onr Sa^ionr's instmotion to the Apostles, during His 
forty days' intercourse with them after the Resurrection. The kingdom 
of God would continue for all time, the Apostles would remain to guide 
and direct its affairs hut a small portion of that time. There must be 
a succession of men to take their place. His own words point out how 
this was to be done, ''As My Father hath sent Me, even so send I 
you.*' This is the Church's warrant for her doctrine of Apostolical 
Succession. As the father had sent Him and had given Him authority 
to send them, so He sent them with authority to send others. To 
none but the Apostles did Jesus ever say, "As My Father sent Me, 
even so send I you." The way too, in which He sent them, was to be 
the way in which they were to send others. He breathed on them, 
and thus showed, that the giift which He imparted to them was not an 
innate power, but one which He delegated to them, and by external 
means, and one which He, through their means, would delegate to 
others also. 

By this act of breathing on them, Jesus conveys to His Apostles 
power to forgive sins, and power to retain sins. No form of words 
could more clearly express this. Before His Crucifixion He had given 
them power to cast out devils, and to heal all manner of sickness, and 
they had found by experience that His words were not a dead letter, 
but an actual conveyance to them of a supernatural power. That 
power chiefly concerned the bodies of men, this their souls. He now 
assigns them an office in His kingdom different from any, which He 
had before given them, namely, that of forgiving sins. He had given 
them by a formal ceremonial act the Holy Spirit, to enable them to 
convey pardon to the penitent sinner. 

To explain the words of Jesus, as merely conferring on the Apostles 
a power of great or even of extraordinary disceiiiment> is but trifling 
with His words, an evasion not an explanation of His meaning. He 
here gives them a commission not to discern the state of a man's heart, 
and then to declare what is the case already, but to convey a gift which 
will affect the future condition of his heart* When the Apostles said, '' X 

2f2 
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absolye thee/' the effect produced would no more depend on their dis- 
cernment, than when they said, " I baptize thee." In each case the 
effect produced would depend on the repentance and faith of the 
penitent, and on the gift which God through His minister vouchsafed 
to bestow. What that gift is He here declares. 

During the last evening which Jesus had spent with His disciples, 
He had said unto them, ** He that hath been bathed needeth not save 
to wash his feet, but is clean every whit" (xiii. 10), that is, he that 
hath been washed in the waters of baptism does not again require a 
thorough purification of his nature, but only a deansing from the 
stains, which he daily contracts in his walk through this world. * Jesus 
here confers on His Apostles the qualification necessary for this 
cleansing. 

Whatever Jesus gives here, He gives to all, who were present, 
equally. No one is singled out from the rest. 

St. John relates only part of our Saviour's commission to His 
Apostles on this occasion. St. Mark and St. Luke give the rest. 

24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, [was 
not with them when Jesus came.] 

[S. Was not with them. When therefore Jesus came, the other disciples said nnto 
him.] 

25 The other disciples therefore said unto him, We 
have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, (£xcept I 
shall see) in His hands the print of the nails, and put my 
finger into the print of the nails, (and thrust) my hand into 
His side, I will not believe. 

[S. And put my finger into His hand : A. And pat my finger into the place of the 
nails.] 

(All. Except I see— and pat.) 

The ahsence of Thomas has been yarionsly accounted for. On the 
night of the Passion all the disciples forsook Him and fled. Daring 
the Sabbath they yfovli probably rest in their several places of con- 
cealment. On the first day of the week they had returned one by one, 
it may be, from their place of refuge, and had assembled together in 
the Upper Bopm, where they had spent the last evening with Jesus. 
Thomas may not have returned until now. 

St. Luke rather seems to imply (xxiv. 88) that, when the two 
disciples returned from Emmaus to relate how Jesus had appeared to 
them, Thomas was there. Or he may use the words **the eleven" 
as synonymous with " the Apostles." But however this may be, it is 
plain, that differences of opinion strongly expressed arose among the 
disciples, respecting the Resurrection of Jesus. They had regarded the 
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report; which the women had bronght as to the state of the sepulchre, 
as idle tales (X^po^), mere foolish talk, nonsense, and they believed 
them not. Some have supposed that when Thomas heard the accoant, 
which the two disciples who had just returned from Emmaus gave, as 
to the way in which Jesns had appeared nnto them, that he left the 
apartment in indignation at their credulity. This qnite tallies with his 
eondnct and his words afterwards. He refdses to credit the report of 
the other ten disciples, that Jesus had appeared to them. He cares 
nothing for their testimony, circumstantial and positive as it is, and 
declares that he will believe nothing short of his own sight, and hia 
own touch. His unbelief amounted almost to unreasoning obstinacy, 
nor is this lessened by time and reflection. At the end of eight days 
he is still in the same opinion. From his words it is plion, that 
Thomas thought that the other disciples had been deceived, and that 
an apparition or phantom representing Jesus had appeared to them, 
and that Jesus Himself had not appeared truly, and in His Body, as 
they saw Him on the Cross. 

26 And after eight days again [His disciples] were 
within, and Thomas with them, (then came Jesns), the 
doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace 
be unto you. 

[8. The disoiples.] 
(Alt Jestis eomeih.) 

27 (Then saith He) to Thomas, Reach hither thy 
finger, and behold My hands : and reach hither thy hand, 
and (thrust) it into My side : and be not faithless, but be- 
lieving. 

(All And then He eaith— pat.) 

28 [And] Thomas answered and said unto Tfim, My 
Lord and My God. 

[8. V. Omit, And.] 
(Alf. OmitB, And.) 

Different opinions have been held as to whether St. John meant 
to say, that Thomas did pnt his finger into the print of the nails and 
thmst his hand into His side, or not. The more general opinion in 
ancient times was that he did. Nor is the Eyangelist's language 
such as to imply, that Thomas believed on less evidence than he 
demanded. 

Our Saviour's words to Thomas proved to him, that He knew the 
secret thoughts of the heart. The root of his unbelief in the Besur* 
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reotion of JemiB, was the want of a sufficiently strong belief that He 
was God. The words of Jesns, His appearance, and probably Thomas's 
own act all convince him, that there is no deception of the senseB, that 
He whom he beheld before him was the risen Jesus, God and Man — 
his Lord and his God. 

The incredulity of Thomas was one more proof to the Ghoroh of 
the truth of the Besurrection, but it was not a blessing to himself. 
He was blessed in belieying on such evidence as was afforded him, but 
they, who believed on less evidence, were more blessed. This notay in- 
clude the Apostle, or it may refer entirely to those who should after- 
wards believe on the testimony of the Apostles and EvangeUsts* 

29 [Jesns saith] iinto him, [(Thomas)], because thou bast 
seen Me, [thou hast believed] : blessed are they [that have 
not seen], and [yet] have believed.^ 

[8. Bat Jena said: S. V. A. Omit Thomas : S. Thou haat also beUeved^-S. That 
haTe not seen Me : A. Omits, yet.] 
(Alf. Omits Thomas.) 

80 (And) many other signs truly did Jesus in the 
presence [of His disciples], which are not written in this 
book. 

[Y. A. Of the disciples.] 
(AU. Omits, And.) 

81 But these are written, that ye (might believe) that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God : [and] that believing 
ye (might have) [life] (through His name). 

[S. Omits, and : S. Everlasting life.] 

(Alf. May believe — ^may have — ^in His name.) 

Some suppose that St. John here means to sa^, that he has omitted 
many signs, which Jesus did all through His Mnistry, and therefore 
before the unbelieving multitude, as weU as before His disciples. Others 
again think that he refers only to signs, which Jesus wrought after 
His Resurrection, and during His forty days' intercourse with His 
disciples, and therefore in the presence of those only who believed on 
Him. 

The Evangelist here declares the object with which he wrote his 



' .^•^'"^ ^^^'^ }^^ ■•«^ M«. ^on sion W6M completed in time past, as in 

JJ^i: *2r?. . 1*^* ''^e**^' ^* irtirffl-Tfi/KM). John xx. 29, where the origin of his (stiU 

i/Het'erfeot IS used for the Present only existing faith) is indicated."— Winer's 
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Gospel, which he expresses in much the same terms as he had at 
the beginning, namely, the salvation of man, that they might believe 
in Jesns : that He is the Saviour of the world, that He is the Christ, 
the Messiah spoken of by the prophets, that He is God, the second 
Person in the Holy Trinity, and that to all who believe on Him and 
obey His commands He bestows life, the life of grace here, and the 
life of glory hereafter. 

Had no other chapter been added, this would have been a 
sufficiently formal close of his Gospel. 
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE TO CHAPTER XXI. 



Tiberias* — *' Now Herod the tetrarch, who was in great favonr with 
Tiberius, built a city of the same name with him, and called it Tiberias. 
He built it in the best part of Galilee, at the lake of Gennesaretfa. 
There are warm baths at a little distance from it, in a village named 
Emmaus. Strangers came and inhabited this city : a great number 
of the inhabitants were GaUlfisans also : and many were [necessitated 
by Herod to come thither out of the country belonging to him, and 
were by force compelled to be its inhabitants — some of them were per- 
sons of condition. He also admitted poor people, such as those that 
were collected from all parts, to dwell in it. Nay, some of them were 
not quite freemen, and these he was a benefactor to, and. made them 
free in great numbers, but obliged them not to forsake the city, by 
building them very good houses at his own expense, and by giving 
them land also : for he was sensible, that to make this place a habita- 
tion was to transgress the Jewish ancient laws, because many sepul- 
chres were to be here taken away, in order to make room for the city 
Tiberias : whereas our law pronounces that such inhabitants are un- 
clean for seven days." — Josefhus Antiq.y xviii. 2, 8 ; Whiston's Trans- 
lation. 

*' Tiberias was built by Herod the tetrarch in honour of Tiberius, 
and that in a common burying place, or in a place where many sepul- 
chres had been. Hence it was, that the founder was fain to nse all 
manner of persuasion, enticements, and Uberality to invite inhabitants. 
The very delightful situation of the place seemed to put him on to 
wrestle with such a difficulty and inconvenience, rather than not to 
enjoy so pleasant a soil and seat. For on this side the sea washing 
upon it, on that side within a little way Jordan gliding by it, on the 
other side the hot baths of Chammath, and on another the most 
fruitful country Gennesaret adjacent, did every way begirt this city, 
when it was built, with pleasure and delight. 

^ '' It did every day increase in splendour, and became at last the 
chief city, not only of Galilee, but of the whole land of Israel. It 
obtained this honour by reason of the University translated thither 
by Rabbi Judah, and there continued for many ages. It was ennobled 
by thirteen synagogues, among which the ancient Serongian synagogue 
was one. It was famous also for the Sanhedrin sitting there^ for the 
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Tahnndic Mishna, perhaps collected here by B. Judah, and for the 
Jerasalem Talmud, written there for certain.'* — Lightfoot, ii. 72. 

'^ When the decree went oat against the life of John the Baptist 
the tyrant's court was at Tiberias." — Idem, 196. 

" Tiberias, in Arabic Tabareyeh, lies directly upon the shore, at a 
point where the heights retire a little, leaving a narrow steep, not ex- 
actly of plain, but of undulating land, nearly two miles in length along 
the lake. Back of this the mountain ridge rises steeply. The town is 
situated near the northern end of this track in the form of a narrow 
parallelogram, about half a mile long : surrounded towards the land by 
a thick wall once not far from twenty feet high, with towers at regular 
intervals. Towards the sea the city is open. The castle is an 
irregular mass of buildings at the north-west comer* The walls of 
the town were thrown down by the earthquake of January 1st, 1837. 
. . • The castle also suffered greatly. Very many of the houses 
were destroyed : indeed few remained without injury. 

'* Tiberias and Safed are the two holy cities of the modem Jews 
in ancient Galilee, like Jemsalem and Hebron in Jud»a. In a.d. 
1759, October 80th, Tiberias was in like manner laid waste by a 
similar earthquake. Mariti, who visited it soon after, describes it as 
utterly in mins, and says that several buildings were swallowed up." — 
Bobinson's Biblical Researches, iii. 264. 

*' Tiberias west of the lake, nearly facing Gerasa, and about four 
miles south of Magdala. Antipas Herod was building a new city to 
outshine Julias, bmlt by his brother Philip : which city he proposed to 
call Tiberias, and make the usual residence of his court. His plan 
was laid at the base of a steep hill, around the waters of a hot spring, 
among the ruins of a nameless town and the graves of a forgotten race. 
A great builder, like all the princes of his line, Antipas could now in- 
dulge his taste for temples, palaces, and public baths, conceived in a 
Boman spirit and executed on a Boman scale, while flattering that 
capricious master wHo might any day send him to die as his brother 
was dying in a distant land. The new city grew apace. A castle 
crowned the hill. High walls ran down from the heights into the sea. 
Streets and temples covered the low ground which lay between these 
walls. A gorgeous palace rose high above the rest of these public 
works : a palace for the prince and court, having a roof of gold, from 
which circumstance it came to be known as the golden house. A port 
was formed : a pier thrown out : a water-gate built : and a fleet of war 
ships and pleasure boats danced on the sparkling wave. Towers pro- 
tected, and gates adorned a city which Antipas dedicated to his master, 
inscribed on his coins, and made the capital of his province, the 
residence of his court. 

'^ This city was waxing great and famous. When the first stones were 
being laid near the sea, St. John was a little child playing on the 
beach at Capemaum with his father's nets ; yet so swift was its 
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growth, 80 wide its fame, that before he composed his Gospel, Tiberias 
had giyen its name to the waters on which it stood, like GeneYa to 
Lake Leman, and Lnoeme to that of the four cantons. When St. 
Matthew wrote his Gospel, the city was still young, and a Jew of 
Galilee might speak of Gennesareth : forty or fifty years later, a man 
who was bom on its shores and had fished in its waters, spoke of the lake 
most familiarly by its Roman name.*' — Dixon's Holy Land, ii. 99. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

1 Christ appearing again to His disciples was known to them by the 
great draught of fishes; 12 He dineth with them; 15 Earnestly 
commandeth Peter to feed His lambs and sheep ; 18 Foretelleth 
him of his death ; 22 Rebuketh his curiosity touching John ; 25 
The conclusion. 

A QUESTION has been raised in modern times respecting the genuine- 
ness of this chapter. This has not arisen from any ground which the 
chapter itself furnishes, but solely from the ending of the prenous 
chapter, which from the very wording of it, as it is said, must hare 
been intended by the Evangelist as a formal close of his Gospel. 

The chapter is found in all the MSS. and Versions, and the internal 
evidence in favour of its genuiness is unquestionable. A further 
question has also been raised, was this chapter written and published 
by 8t. John at the same time as the rest of the Gospel, or at some 
later period ? Both these opinions have been held, and it is impossible 
to decide which is the most correct 

Bishop Wordsworth in his Commentary on the Greek Testament 
has gone very fully into the genuineness of this chapter. He has ex- 
amined both its relation to the MSS. and Versions, and also the internal 
evidence of the chapter itself. His conclusion is, that it was written 
by St. John, and published at the same time as the rest of the 
Gospel. Dean Alford has an equally strong conviction, that the 
chapter was written by St. John, but that it was written and published 
by nim at some later period, as an appendix to his Gospel, probably 
to correct the misconception which began to prevail in the Church, re- 
specting our Saviour's words to himself, to the effect that he should 
never die. 

1 After these things (Jesus^ shewed Himself) again to 
the disciples at the sea of Tiberias, (and on this wise 
shewed He Himself.) 

(Alf. He manifested Himsell— and He manifeeted Himsell on this wise.) 

This manifestation of Himself Jesus made in Galilee, where the 

angel had announced through the women to His disciples, that He 

would meet them. (Matt, xxviii. 7.) To Thomas this was the second 

time that He manifested Himself, to the other disciples it was the 

■ ■ 

' See note on Chap. i. 29. 
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third. After His resurrection His Body was not subject to the same 
conditions as before. Before His Resurrection He was visible at all 
times, except when He specially willed it otherwise ; after His Besar- 
rection He was not visible, unless He speciaUy willed it. 

2 There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called 
Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, [and the sons 
of] Zebedee, and two other of His disciples. 

[S. And the eons of.] 

3 Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. They 
say unto him, We also go with thee. [They went forth,] and 
entered into (a ship) [immediately] : and that night they 
caught nothing.^ 

[S. Therefore they went forth : A. And they went forth : S. V. Omit, imme- 
diately.] 

(Alf. The ship.) 

As the Apostles were poor, and their trade of fishing an nnobjee- 
tionable caUing, they nataraUy retam to it, to procure for themselves 
the necessaries of life. This was before the descent of the Holy 
Spirit, after which they were called upon, to give themselves entirely 
up to the preaching of the Gospel. After that it is never again said 
that the Apostles returned to their fishing. 



1 Fish in the Lake.—'* The Sea of Ga- 
lilee now, as in the days of our Saviour, 
is well stocked with Tarions species of 
fish, some of excellent flayour. One 
species often appears in dense masses 
which blacken the surface of the water, 
the indiyidnal fish being packed so dosely 
together that on one occasion a single 
shot from a revolver killed three. These 
shoals were most frequently seen near 
the shore of Gennesareth: perhaps not 
far from the place where the disciples 
let down their net into the sea, and in- 
closed a great multitude of fishes: and 
their net brake." — Recovery of Jerusalem, 
p. 841. 

** The place soon asserted its right to 
the name Bethsaida by the exceeding 
abundance of the fish we saw tumbling 
in the water. The hot springs flowing 
in here over these rocks, and a little 
farther on in larger volume over a dean 
brown sand, warm all the ambient shal- 
lows for a hundred feet from shore, and, 
as much vegetable matter is brought 
down by the springs, and probably also 



insects which have fallen in, aU these 
dainties are half cooked when th^r enter 
the lake. Evidently the fish agree to 
dine on these hot joints, and therefore in 
a large semicircle they crowd the water 
by myriads round the warm river month. 
Their backs are above the surface, as they 
bask or tumble and jostle crowded in the 
water. They gambol and splash, and the 
calm sea, fringed by a reeidng crowd of 
vapour, has beyond this belt of living 
fish a long row of cormorants feeding on 
the half-boiled fish as the fish have fed 
on insects underdone. White gulls poise 
in flocks behind the grebes or oormorsnts, 
and beyond these again ducks bustle 
about on the water or whirl in the air. 
The whole is a most curious scene, and 
probably it has been thus from day to 
day for many thousand years. I paddled 
along the curved line of fishes* backs and 
flashing tails. Some leaped into the air, 
others struck my boat or paddle. Dense 
shoals moved in brigades as if by conoert or 
command. — ^HaoGTegor*B Jordan^ p. 845. 
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4 But (when the morning) was [now] come, Jesus stood 
on the shore: (but) the disciples knew not that it was 
Jesus. 

[S. Omits, now.] 

(Alf. When moniing— howbeit.) 

6 Then (Jesus saith) unto them, (Children), have ye (any 
meat) ? They answered Him, No. 

(Margin, Sirs.) 

(Alf. JesuB therefore saith — any fish.) 

6 [And] He said unto them, Cast the net on the right 
side of the ship, and ye shall find. [They cast therefore and 
now they were not able] to draw it for the multitude of 
(fishes.) 

[S. Omits, And : S. And they oast, and were no longer able.] 
(Alf. The fishes.) 

Jesus did not reyeal Himself to them by His form, but by the 
miracle which He works, which miracle is probably intended to 
shadow out to them an outline of their future occupation : of their fish- 
ing for men, of their failure when relying on human skill and on industry 
alone, of their success when acting in dependence on the commands, 
and on the power of Jesus. 

The word (ircuBla) here translated children also expresses the re- 
lation, which a serrant bears to his employer, and it has been thought 
that when Jesus asked the question. Have ye any fish, that He did so 
rather in the manner of one who asked to purchase from them. But 
He asked the question not with a yiew to buy, but to draw from them 
the confession of their own want of success. 

7 Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto 
Peter, It is the Lord. (Now when Simon Peter heard) that 
it was the Lord, he girt his fisher's coat unto him, (for he 
was naked), and (did cast) himself into the sea.^ 

(Alf. Simon Peter then, hearing^cast.) 

1 He girt his fiaher'B coat unto him occar constantly together. (Acts ix. 89 : 

for he was naked (top iirwivrnp Matt. y. 40 : Lake yi. 29 : John xix. 23.) 

8i«C<^«ro' ^v 7^ yviAv6s). *lfAdriop in its Thns at Matt. y. 40, oar Lord instrnets 

more restricted sense is used of the large His disciples 'If any man will sue thee at 

upper garment, so large that a man would the law, and take away thy eoat (xfTcii^a), 

sometimes sleep in it (Exod. xxii, 26) : the let him haye thy cloke {Ifjidnoy) also.' 

doke as distinguished from xfTcif'f or close- Here the spoiler is presumed to begin 

fitting inner yest : and thus irtpi$dK\9ty with the less costly, the under garment, 

IfUriov^ but iMtty x<'r»ya. 'Itiiriop and from which he proceeds to the more 

xvr^y as the upper and the under gannent, costly, or upper : and the process of spo- 
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8 And the other disciples came (in a little ship) for 
they were not far from land, (but as it were two htindred 
cubits), dragging the net with fishes. 

(Alf. In the boat-— but about two htindred cubits off.) 

As at the septilchre it was not St. Peter, who was the first to per- 
ceive the Mysteries of the Incarnation, but St. John, so it was here. 
It was St. John who said unto Peter, It is the Lord. Probably there 
was something in the nature of the loving St. John, something more 
assimilated to Jesus Himself, that peculiarly fitted him to understand 
the reyelation which He made of Himself. Peter, with his eager, 
ardent nature, was busied about the fish they had taken, and knew not 
that it was Jesus who addressed them. But when once he knew that 
it was Jesus, he could not wait till the boat reached the shore, near 
as it was, but threw on his upper tunic, and rushed through the sea 
to go to Him. Peter was toiling not absolutely naked, but bared to 
his inner vest. Out of reverence to Jesus he put on his upper or over 
tunic (jov iirevBvTqv Bie^axraro,) Beckoning the cubit at eighteen 
inches would give 100 yards for tiie distance of the boat from the Bhore, 
when Peter cast himseK into the sea. 

9 As soon then (as they were come to land)^ (they saw) 
a fire of coals there, (and fish laid thereon), and bread. 

(Alf. As they went on Bhore-^ihey see— «&d flih lying thereon.) 

10 Jesus saith nnto them. Bring of the fish which ye 
have now caught. 

11 [(Simon Peter] went up), and drew the net to land 
full of great fishes, an hundred and fifty and three: 



liation being a legal one, there is nothing Iftdrutp ^hich Joseph leayes in the hands 

nnnatural in each a sequence; but at of his temptress (Qen. xzxix. 12;: while 

Luke vi. 29, the order is reyersed : ' Him at Jude 23 x(T»y has its fitness." — ^Aich- 

that taketh away thy cloke (tfidnoy) for- bishop Trench on ^nonj^tiuo/^ev T^ifa- 

bid not to take away thy coat ixir^ya) ment^ p. 175. 

also.* As the whole context phunly shows, ** All (five fishermen) wore the same 
the Lord is here contemplating an act of kind of dress, a clofUE or scarf (the 
violent outrage: and therefore the cloke * fisher's coat '), and below it a short kilt 
or upper garment, as that which would When a man had only this latter gannent 
be the first seized, is also the first named, on, he was said to be * naked.' This ex- 
One was said to be yvfiy6st who had laid plains the expression used when Peter 
aside his lyuinov^ and was only in his xtTi^y : went into the sea to go to GhriBt>-be giit 
not * naked * as our translators have it his short loose dress about him with his 
(John xxi. 7), which suggests an unseem- Zummar (girdle)."— -MacGregor's Jvrdan^ 
linesB that certainly did not exist, but p. 869k 
stripped for toil. It is naturally his 
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and for all there were so many, (yet was not the net 
broken.) 

[S. V. Therefore Simon Peter.] 

(Alf. Simon Peter went aboard— the net was not rent) 

In this narration there are three separate events, all of a miractiloits 
natare — ^the draught of fishes, the preserving the nets from breaking, 
which as St. John implies, in the natural course of things would have 
taken place, and the fire of coals with the fish laid thereon. The 
Evangelist does not say, in so many words, that Jesus created this 
fire of coals and the fish laid thereon for the occasion, hut his whole 
narrative leads us to that conclusion. 

It is probable that Jesus bade them bring of the fish which they 
had caught, partly that they might see the number which they had 
caught, and might thus recognise the greatness of the miracle, and 
partly that there might be sufficient to serve as a meal for them all. 
Many have concluded, firom the careful way in which St. John records 
the exact number of the fish that were taken, a hundred and fifty and 
three, that some symbolical meaning was conveyed by this number. 
But the explanations hitherto given appear to recommend themselves, 
by their ingenuity rather than by their naturalness. 

12 Jesus saith unto them. Come and dine. (And) 
none of the disciples durst ask Him, "Who art Thou ? know- 
ing that it was the Lord.^ 

(Alf. Now.) 

13 Jesus [then] cometh, and taketh (bread), and giveth 
them and (fish) likev^ise.* 

[S.V. Omit, then.] 

(Alf. OmitB, then— ike bread-^ihe fishi) 

14 [(This is now] the third time that Jesus shewed Him- 
self) [to His disciples], after that He was risen from the 
dead. 

[S. And this is now t S.Y.A. To the disciples.] 
(Alf. This third time now was Jesns manifested*) 

** ^ Thronghont all Greece, the natives come and partake of the morning meal." 

seldom take any food before eleven — Mission to the Jetds from ScoUandt p. 

o'clock, at which hour they have Apurroy, 342. 

which we translate dinner; then aboni * Jeans then oomeih, and taketibi 

eight or nine in the evening, they have bread, and glveth them {Hpxtrat *lii<rovt 

9c7irv0ir or supper, which is the chief koL Xofifiayfi rhy tprop Ktti Mmciv hvro7s). 

meal. This explains the invitation of ** Every separate act of the wonderful 

Our Lord to the disciples on the Lake of occurrence is designedly specified, and, 

Galilee, Jesus saith unto them, * Gome as it were, placed before the eyes." — 

and dine' (Aivrf A^«rr4<r<»rc), that i8| Winer's ar»minaro/2f^rMtaiR<fU, p. 629. 
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They had been fishing all night without success. After they had 
taken the great draught of fishes, Jesus invites them to come and take 
their morning-meal {apiar^a-aTe). The apurrov was the morning 
meal, breakfast, usually taken at sun-rise. 

Jesus taketh " the bread and the fish *' (top aprov kcX to o^apuiv) 
that is the bread and the fish, which they had seen lying on the coals 
of fire. He Himself probably partook of the fish which they had 
caught, in order to give them another proof of the truth and reality of 
His Besurrection Body. This is the second time that the Eyangelists 
relate, that Jesus did eat before them, the third time that He appeared 
to the Apostles assembled together, which St. John here means, and 
the seventh time that He appeared at all after His Besurrection. 

15 So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon 
Peter, Simon [son of Jonas], lovest thou Me more than 
these ? He saith unto Him, Yea, Lord : Thou knowest 
that I love Thee. He saith unto him. Feed My lambs.^ 

[Y. Son of John : S. OmitB, son of Jonas.] 

^ Lovest thou me ? ^' We have not, I 
believe, in any case attempted to dis- 
oriminate between these two words, AyoirM 
and foUtit in onr English Version. It 
would not have been easy, perhaps not 
possible, to do it : and yet there is often 
a difference between them, one yerj 
weU worthy to have been noted, if this 
had lain within the compass of onr lan- 
guage : and which makes the two words 
to stand veiy much in the same relation 
to one another as * diligo ' and * amo * in 

Latin Ernest! has BuccessfuUy 

seized the law of their several uses, when 
he says: Diligere magis ad judicium, 
amare vero ad intimum animi sensum 
pertinet.* So that in fact Cicero in the 
following passage (Ep. Jam. xiii. 47) 
* Ut soires Ulum a me non diligi solum, 
vernm etiam amari is saying, — * I do not 
eiteem the man merely, but I love him,* 
there is something of the passionate 
warmth of affection in the feeling with 
which I regard him. 

" But from this it will follow, that while 
a friend may desire rather * amari * than 
diligi by his friend, yet there are aspects 
in which the ' diligi ' is a higher thing 
than the * amari,* the iLyairaadai than the 
^(Xcio-^ai. The first expresses a more 
reasoning attachment, of choice and se- 
lection (diligere=deligere) from seeing in 
the object, upon whom it is bestowed, 
that which is worthy of regard ; or else 
from a sense that such was fit and due 
toward the person so regarded, as being 



a benefactor, or the like : while the second 
without being necessarily an unreasoning 
attachment, does yet oftentimes give less 
account of itself to itsdf : is more instinc- 
tive, is more of the feelings, implies more 
passion. 

** Out of this which has been said it may 
be explained, that while men are con- 
tinually bidden ityairw rhy Bt6v (Matt, 
xxii. 87 ; Luke x. 27 : 1 Cor. viii. 8) ; and 
good men are declared to do so (Bom. 
viu. 28 : 1 Pet. i. 8 : 1 John iv. 21), the 
^iXcty rhy 9t6y is commanded to them 
never. The Father, indeed, both irpxra 
Thy vUy (John iii. 85) : and also ^lAci 
rly vUy (John v. 20.) 

<« Li almost all these passages of the 
New Testament the Vulgate, by the help 
of * diligo ' and * amo,* has preserved and 
marked the distinction, which in each 
case we have been compelled to let go. 
It is especially to be regretted that at 
John xxi. 15-17, we have not been able to 
retain it, for the alternations are singularly 
instructive, and if we would draw the 
whole meaning of the passage forth, must 
not escape us unnoticed. On one occa- 
sion of that threefold * Lovest thou Me V 
which the risen Lord addresses to Peter, 
He asks him first, dyairar /ic ; at ^s 
moment, when all the pulses in the heart 
of the now penitent apostle are beating 
with an earnest affection towards his 
Lord, this word on that Lord's lips sounds 
too cold : not sufficiently expressing the 
warmth of hU personal affection towards 
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16 He saith to him again [the second time], Simon, [son 
of Jonas], lovest thou Me ? He saith unto Him, [Yea], 
Lord ; Thou knowest that I love Thee : He saith unto him, 
(Feed My sheep.) 

[S. Omits, the second time : S. V. Son of John*: S. Omits, Tea.] 
(Alf. Keep My sheep.) 

17 He saith unto him the third time, Simon, [son of 
Jonas], lovest thou Me ? [Peter was grieved] because He 
said unto him the third time, [Lovest thou Me ? And he 
said unto Him], Lord, Thou knowest all things; thou 
knowest [that I love Thee. Jesus saith] unto him. Feed 
My sheep.^ 

[S. y. Son of John: 8. Now Peter was griered: S. And lovest thon Me? And 
he saith nnto Him: A. He (omits, And) saith nnto him: V. Omits onto him: 8. 
That I love Thee. And He saith.] 



I. JesQS saith to Simon 

Peter, 

Simon, son of Jonas, 

lovest thon {ikyatras) Me 

more than these ? 

II. He saith nnto him again 

the second time, 

Simon, son of Jonas, 

lovest thou (ikyatwas) Me ? 

ni. He saith nnto him the 

third time, 

Simon, son of Jonas, 

lovest thon (^lAcis) Me ? 



he saith nnto Him, 
Tea, Lord, Thon knowest 

that I love (^<A«) Thee. 



he saith nnto Him, 
Yea, Lord, Thon knowest 

that I love (<ptxS) Thee. 

Peter was grieved 
heoanse He said onto him 

the third time, 
lovest thon (^tXcis) Me f 

And he said to Him, 
Lord, Thon knowest all 

things, 

Thon knowest that I love 

(fi\A) Thee. 



H« saith .nnto him, 

Feed 0^<rire) 

Bfy lamhs (ri iLpyla /mv). 



He saith nnto him, 

Feed (iro^/uurc) 

My sheep {rii wp4fi«rd /lov). 

Jesofl saith nnto him, 

Feed (/3^<rjcf ) 

My sheep (ra n^fiwd /mv). 



Him. Besides the question itself, which 
grieves and hurts Peter (ver. 17), there 
is an additional pang in tne form which 
the question takes, sounding as though it 
were intended to put him at a comparative 
distance from his Lord, and to keep him 
there ; or at least as not permitting him 
to approach so near to Him as he fain 
would be. He therefore in his answer 
substitutes for it the word of a more per- 
sonal love ^i\& (Tc (ver. 15) . When Christ 
repeats the question in exactly the same 
words, Peter in his reply again substitutes 
his ^t\& for the ityaifrat of his Lord (ver. 
16). And now at length he has conquered : 



for when the third time his Master puts 
the question to him, ^He does it— not any 
more with iytnrat but ^iXSif— with the 
word which Peter feels will express, even 
as it alone will express, all that is in his 
heart. The question, grievous anyhow, 
as seeming to imjdly a doabt in his love, 
is not any longer made more grievous 
still by the peculiar shape which it as- 
sumes. All this subtle and dc^cate play 
of feeling, disappears perforce, where the 
narration in the words used is incapable of 
being reproduced.' — ^Archbishop Trench, 
Synonyms of New Testament^ p. S9. 
1 Feed My sheep.— •• While 3^m i# 

2 o 
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From a careful exsminatioii and oompariBon of oar Saviour's three 
questions, and of St. Peter's answer to each of these questions, and of 
our Saviour's three separate charges to Peter, we shall he able to 
ascertain, what are the different shades of meaning in the words which 
they use, and thus to see what is the force implied in each question, 
and in each answer, and in each charge. 

Jesus asks His first two questions "Lovest Thou Me," by ayana^. 



and 'KoifAdiytip are both often employed 
in a figurative and spiritual sense in the 
Old Testament (1 Chron. xi. 2; Ezek. 
xxxiv. 8 ; Ps. Ixxviii. 72 ; Jer. xxiii. 2), and 
woifUtytiy in the New: the only occa- 
Bions in the latter, on which fiSffxuy is 
80 used, are John xxi. 15, 17. There our 
Lord, giving to St. Peter that thrice-re- 
peated oommiesion to feed His ' lambs * 
(ver. 16), His ' sheep* (ver. 16), and again 
His * sheep' (ver. 17), uses first $6<rKe, 
then secondly, wotfidiytt returning to 
fi6irKt at the last. This return, on the 
third and last repetition of the charge, to 
the word employed on the first, has been 
a strong argument with some for an abso- 
lute identity in the meaning of the words. 
They have urged with some show of 
reason, that Christ could not have bad 
vrogresnve aspects of the pastoral work in 
His intention here, else He would not 
have come back in the end to the iB^ricc, 
with which He began. Yet I cannot 
ascribe to accident the variation of the 
words, any more than the changes, in the 
game verses, from itycaray to ^iXctv, 
from i^vla to irp^/Sara. It is true that 
our Version, rendering $6(rK* and wolficuy€ 
alike by * Feed * as the Vulgate by ' Pasce,' 
has not attempted to follow the changes 
of the original text, nor do I perceive any 
resources of languages by which either 
our own Version or the Latin could have 
helped themselves here. The German, 
by aid of * weiden ' (— /S^ncciy) and 
*hiiten' (=iro(^iyciK), might have done 
it. De Wette, however, has * weiden ' 
throughout. 

" The distinction, notwithstanding, is 
very far from fanciful. /3^<r«cw, the Latin 
* pasco,* is simply to feed : but troifjtdiyct 
involves much more: the whole office 
of the shepherd, the guiding, guarding, 
folding of the flock, as well as the finding 
of nourishment for it. Thus Lampe : 
Hoc symbolum totum regimen ecolesias- 
tioum comprehendit : and Bengel, 06arK€iy 
est pars roS wotfidiy^w. The wider reach 
and larger meaning of wotfidiytty makes 
itself felt at Bev. ii. 27 ; xix. 16, where at 
once we are conscious how impossible it 
would be to substitute $6cmw. 



*' There is a fitness in the shepberd^s 
work for the setting forth of the bighesit 
ministeries of men for the weal of the 
fellows, out of which the name, shepherds 
of their people, has been continually trans- 
ferred to those who are, or should be, the 
faithful guides and guardians of others 
committed to their charge. Thas kings 
in Homer are woifityes Xa&y : nay more, 
in Scripture God Himself is a Shepherd 
(Is. xl. 11 ; Ezek. xxxiv. 11-31 ; Ps. xxiii.), 
and God manifest in the flesh avouches 
Himself as 6 woifiiiy 6 Ka\6s (John x. 11) : 
He is iipxnroifi^y (1 Peter v. 4) : 6 /ityus 
woifiiiy ruy wpo$dT»y (Heb. xiii. 20) : as 
such fulfilling the prophecy of Micah, 
V.4. 

** But it may very naturally be asked, 
if woifuiiytiy be thus so much the more 
significant and comprehensive word, and 
if on this account the w6tfuu¥f was added 
to the $6<rKt in the Lord's latest instruc- 
tion to His Apostle, how account for His 
going back to $6<rK9 again, and concluding 
thus, not as we should expect with the 
stronger, but with the weaker admonition? 
In Dean Stanley's Sermons and Essays an 
the Apostolical Age, p. 138, the answer is 
^ven. The lesson, in fact, which we 
. learn from this is a most important one, 
and one which the Church, and all that 
bear rule in the Church, have need dili- 
gently to lay to heart : this namely, that 
whatever else of discipline and rule may 
be superadded thereto, still, the feeding 
of the flock, the finding for them of spi- 
ritual nourishment is the first and the 
last : nothing else wiU supply the loom 
of this, nor may be allowed to put this 
out of tbat foremost place which by right 
it should occupy. How often, in a false 
ecclesiastical system, the preaching of 
the Word loses its pre-eminence: the 
fi6ffH§ty falls into the background, is siral- 
lowed up in the wotfidiytty, which pre- 
sently becomes no true woifiduf^ty, because 
it is not a fi6irK€ty as well, but sneh a 
shepherding rather as God's Word by the 
prophet Ezekiel has denounced (xxst. 3, 
&c. ; cf. Zeoh. xi. 16-17; Matt, xxii.)."— 
Archbishop Trench on Synonyms of New 
Testamentt p. 81. 
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Peter expresses his answer to both these, " Thou knowest that I love 
Thee," by <f>c\M. Jesus then takes up Peter's word, and asks His third 
question, *' Lovest Thou Me," by ^tXefe. To which Peter again re- 
plies as before, " Thou knowest that I love Thee," by ^tXw. 

It has been shown, (see note) that the word which Peter chose t& 
express his answer to the question, " Lovest Thou Me," implied » 
stronger degree of personal affection than was contained in the word, 
which Jesus had Himself used, to convey His question the first and 
second time ; and that when Peter continued to use the stronger form 
of expressing his love, that Jesus Himself asked His question the 
third time with the stronger word, and that Peter then replied as 
before. 

In His first charge to Peter, " Feed My lambs," and in His last 
charge, " Feed My sheep," Jesus uses the word fioa-Kciv, and in His 
second charge, *'Feed or keep My sheep," He uses the word 
TrovfjLcUveiiu The difference between these two words is, that the first 
implies to feed, in the sense of supplying with food, with spiritual 
nourishment, and the second to tend or keep, to guard and guide and 
protect, it may be, by a human system of discipline. 

In His first charge Jesus says to Peter, ** Feed my lambs," t^ 
appla fiov) and in the second and third. Keep and Feed My sheep 
{ra TTpo^ard fwv). In the first charge He bids Peter feed His 
** lambs," the newly-born, the tender in the faith, little children in 
Christ ; in the second and third He bids him feed His '* sheep," the 
more advanced in the faith, the young men, the fathers in Christ. 

Jesus had changed Simon's name into Cephas or Peter (John i. 42), 
fts a mark of honour, as the name by which he was to be known 
among the Apostles. But after He had Himself changed his name, 
He twice calls him Simon Bar-jona, or Simon son of Jonas ; once on 
this occasion, probably to remind him of the natural weakness of his 
flesh and blood, without the sustaining power of God, and once before, 
when He tells him that flesh and blood had not revealed to him that 
Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the Living God. (Matt. xvi. 17.) 

Before His Crucifixion Peter had said unto Jesus, " Though all 
men shall be offended because of Thee, yet will I never be offended." 
(Matt. xxvi. 33.) But now he was humbled at the recollection of his 
repeated denial of Him, and when He said unto him, "Simon, son of 
Jonas, Lovest Thou Me, more than these ?" taught by past experience 
Peter is cautious and modest. He answers for himself and for his 
own love to Jesus, in the strongest form that language afforded him, 
but he says nothing of his love for Him as compared with that of the 
other disciples. 

Peter was grieved because Jesus said unto him the third time, 
'* Lovest thou Me." Perhaps it was, that he thought that He even 
yet feared for his constancy, or that he feared for it himself. His own 
weakness was an event never to be forgotten. A tradition, consistent 

2g2 
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enough with the probabilities of the case, records that the cock crow- 
ing, or the time of the cock crowing, always brought his denial of Jesos 
to his recollection. 

Jesus does not put these questions or give these charges to the 
other Apostles, but only to St. Peter. Was it that he did this to 
Peter, because be alone had denied Him, and that He thus wished to 
reinstate him in his former position among the Apostles, and for each 
separate denial of Him, to give Peter an opportunity of declaring the 
depth of his affection, and of receiving from Him the personal assur- 
ance of His entire forgiveness, or at least an equivalent for this ? 
Many have thought that this is the meaning of our Saviour's words to 
him. 

Others have held that Jesus did not merely assure feter of his 
pardon for Lis past denial, but that He also invested him with a 
degree of pre-eminence or primacy among the Apostles, or even of 
supremacy over the rest of his brethren ; that he constituted Peter, and 
in Peter his successors, the centre and source of all ecclesiastical 
authority. But this is one of those doctrines or opinions which, as 
history shows, have flourished most at the greatest distance from the 
time of the persons to whom they relate. In writers of the ages im- 
mediately succeeding the Apostolic, a few traces may perhaps be found 
of the primacy of St. Peter, but none of the supremacy. This doc- 
trine unknown in the earliest ages was gradually developed, as it was 
required to support the authority of those, who were called the 
Buccesors of St. Peter. 

At the same time it is impossible to avoid the impression, that this 
chapter is little more than a record of the sayings and doings, either of 
Peter himself, or of Jesus to him. It is Peter, who first proposed to 
go a fishing : Peter, to whom John communicates his belief that it is 
the Lord : Peter, who in his eagerness to reach the Lord, casts him- 
self into the sea : Peter, who di-ew the net to laud : Peter, to whom 
Jesus three times addressed the question, "Lovest thou Me?" and to 
whom He as often committed the oflBce of feeding His lambs or His 
sheep : it is Peter, whose death by crucifixion Jesus foretells, and it is 
Peter, who inquires of Jesus what would be the lot of St. John. 

18 Verily, verily, I say unto thee. When thou wast 
young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou 
wouldest : but when (thou shalt be) old, thou shalt stretch 
forth [thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and (carry) 
thee whither thou wouldest not.] 

[S. Thy hand, and others shaU gird thee — and do to thee what thou wOlest not.] 
(▲If. Thon art— BhaU carry.) 

19 This spake He, signifying (by what death) he should 
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glorify God. And when he had spoken this, He saith unto 
him, Follow Me. 

(Alf. By what manner of death.) 

' From oar Saviour's words we may gather that at this time Peter 
was not young, nor yet old, but rather in the prime of life, and that 
his crucifixion would take place many years hence, when he was old. 
When he was old, another should gird him and carry him whither he 
would not, that is, to crucifixion, from which, however much in spirit 
he might wish to glorify God by martyrdom, there would still be a 
natural shrinking, through the weakness of the flesh. 

All early writers agree that St. Peter was put to death by cruci- 
fixion in the reign of Nero, who reigned from a.d. 66 to 69— much 
about the same time that St. Paul also suffered. An early tradition says 
that at his own request he was crucified with his head downward, as 
being unworthy of such an honour as crucifixion in the same way, in 
which his Lord and Master was crucified. 

Some suppose that, when Jesus said to Peter '' Follow thou 
Me," He meant him to imitate Him, to follow Him in his life by a 
zealous discharge of the pastoral office, and in his death by a willing 
martyrdom. Others think that in addition to this Jesus rose up, and 
that Peter followed, and that he thus expressed by his act what He 
had commanded in words. The latter explanation seems more in 
harmony with the following verse. 

20 [(Then)j Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple, whom 
Jesus loved [following] ; which also leaned on His breast (at 
supper), [and said,] Lord, which is he that betrayeth. Th^e. ? 

[V. A. Omit, Then : S. Omits, folIowiDg : S. And saith unto Him.] 
(Alf. Omits, Then — ^at the sapper.) 

21 (Peter seeing) him saith to Jesus, Lord, and what 
shall this man do ? 

(Alf. Peter therefore seeing.) 

22 Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till' I 
come, what is that to thee ? (follow thou Me.) 

(Alf. Do thou foUow Me.) 

23 (Then went this saying) abroad among the brethren, 
that that disciple (should not die) : (yet) Jesus saith not 
unto him, (He shall not die) : but if I will that he tarry 
till I come, [what is that to thee] ? 

[S. Omits, what is that to thee.] 

(Alf. TiiiB saying therefore went— was not to di^— and yei— that he watnot-to die.) 
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It would seem that, when Jesus said to Peter ** Follow thou Me/' 
He rose up and that Peter followed, and that John and the other 
disciples began to follow at a little distance, and that then Peter seeing 
John asked the question, And what shall this man do ? 

The Eyangelist does not explain what Jesus meant by the words, 
** Till I come." His object was to give a true statement of the words, 
which Jesus used on this occasion, which had been incorrectly re- 
ported among the brethren, and which had thus given rise to a belief, 
that St. John would never die. There is no reason to suppose that he 
agreed with the current rumour respecting himself. 

The two principal explanations, that have been given of our 
Saviour's words, " Till I come," are 1. Till He comes in the Day of 
Judgment. 2. Till He came to punish the Jewish nation for their re- 
jection of Him the Messiah, by the destruction of Jerusalem, by the 
overthrow of their Temple, their worship, and of their veiy existence 
as a nation. This latter interpretation has been followed by many 
commentators, both ancient and modern.^ But whatever may be the 



1 For the ancient Commentators who 
held this opinion see Cornelius k Lapide, 
and for the modem, Dean Alford. The 
foUowing long extract from Lightfoot 
contains a full explanation of this and 
similar expressions in this sense : — 

•• » Till I come,' that is, till I come to 
destroy the city and nation of the Jews. 
As to this kind of phrase take a few in- 
stances. 

" Our Saviour saith (Matt. xvi. 28), 
'There he some standing here which 
shall not taste of death, till they see the 
Son of Man coming in His Kingdom.* 
Which must not he understood of His 
coming to the last judgment: for there 
was not one standing there that could live 
tiU that time : nor ought it to be under- 
stood of His Resurrection, as some would 
have it, for probably not only some, but 
in a manner aU that stood there, lived 
till that time. His coming, therefore, in 
this place, must be understood of His 
coming to take vengeance against those 
enemies of His, which would not have 
Him to rule over them. Luke xix. 12, 27.** 

He then goes on to show : 1. That the 
destruction of Jerusalem and the whole 
Jewish state is described as if the whole 
frame of this world were to be dissolved ; 
2. That the times immediately preceding 
this ruin are called the last days and the 
last times ; 3. That the times and state 
of things immediately following the de- 
struction of Jerusalem are called a New 
Creation, New Heavens, and a New Earth ; 
4. That the day, the time, and the manner 
of the execution of this vengeance upon 



this people are called, the day of the 
Lord, the day of Christ, His coming in 
the Clouds, in His Glory, in His Kingdom. 
" I. The destruction of Jerosalem and 
the whole Jewish state is described as if 
the whole frame of this world were to be 
dissolved. Nor is this strange, when God 
destroyed His habitation and city, pUces 
once so dear to Him, with so direfol and 
sad an overthrow. His own people whom 
He accounted of as much or more than 
the whole world beside, by so dreadful 
and amazing plagues. Matt. xxiv. 29, 30 : 

* The Sun shall be darkened,* ^. * Then 
shall appear the sign of the Son of Man,' 
&o., which yet are said to fall out within 
tbat generation, ver. 24. 2 Pet. iii. 10 : 

* The heavens shall pass away with a great 
noise, and the elements shaU melt with 
fervent heat,* &e. Compare with this 
Deut. xxxii. 2 ; Heb. xii. 26 ; and observe 
that by elements are understood the 
Mosaic elements ; Gal. iv. 9, Coloss. ii. 
20, and you wiU not donbt that St. Peter 
speaks only of the conflagration of Jeru- 
salem, the destruction of the nation, and 
the abolishing the dispensation of Moees. 

" Rev. vi. 12, 14 : • The Son became 
black as sackcloth of hair,' Ae.^ * and the 
heavens departed as a scroU when it is 
rolled together,' &o. Where, if we take 
notice of the foregoing plagues, by which, 
according to the most frequent Uireaten- 
iugs. He destroyed that people, viz., the 
sword, ver. 4, famine, ver. 5, 6, and the 
plague, ver. 8. Withal comparing those 
words, * They say to the monntains faU 
on OB and cover ns,' with Luke xxiii. SO, it 
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meaDing of these words '' Till I come," we know that as a matter of 
fact, St. John did saryive the destraction of Jerasalem, the dispersion 
»f the Jewish nation, and the cessation of the Jewish worship, and 
hat St. Peter did not. Several dates have been fixed on for St. John's 
death. One of the earliest of these is a.d. 101. This would be in 
the ninety-third year of his age, and in the sixty-eighth from the 
Crucifixion of Jesus. It is generally believed that St. John was the 



will sufficiently appear that by those 
phrases is understood the dreadful judg- 
ment and oyerthrow of that nation and 
city. With these also agrees that of 
Jer. iv., from yer. 22 to 28, and clearly 
enough explains this phrase. To this 
appertain those and other such expres- 
sions as we meet with: 1 Cor x. 11, 
* On us the ends of the world are come ;* 
and 1 Pet. iv. 7, ' The end of all things is 
at hand.* 

** II. With reference to this, and under 
this notion, the times immediately pre- 
oeding this ruin are oaUed the last days 
and the last times, that is, the last times 
of the Jewish city, nation, and economy. 
This manner of speaking frequently oc- 
curs, which let our St. John himself in- 
terpret. 1 John ii. 18 : * There are many 
Antichrists, whereby we know it is the 
last time ;' and that this nation is upon 
the very yerge of destruction, whenaa it 
hath already arrived at the utmost pitch 
of infidelity, apostasy, and iKickedness. 

" III. With the same reference it is, 
that the times and state of things imme- 
diately following the destruction of Jeru- 
salem are called a New Creation, New 
heavens, and a New earth. Isai. Ixv. 
17 : * Behold I create a New heaven and 
a New earth.* When should that be? 
Bead the whole chapter and you will 
find the Jews rejected and out off, and 
from that time is that New Creation of 
the Evangelical world among the Gentiles. 

" Compare 2 Cor. v. 17, and Bev. xxi. 
1, 2, where, the old Jerusalem being cut 
off and destroyed, a new one succeeds, 
and new heavens and a new earth are 
created. 

"2 Peter iii. 18 : *We, according to 
His promise, look for new heavens and a 
new earth.* The heavens and the earth 
of the Jewish Church and Commonwealth 
must be all on fire, and the Mosaic ele- 
ments burnt up : but we, according to the 
promise made to us by Isaiah the prophet, 
when all these are consumed, look for the 
new creation of the Evangelical state. 

** IV. The day, the time, and the man- 



ner of the execution of this vengeance 
upon this people, are called ' the day of 
the Lord,' * the day of Christ,* His 
coming in the clouds * in His gloiy,* * in 
His kingdom.* Nor is this without rea- 
son, for from hence doth this form and 
mode of speaking take its rise. 

" Christ had not as yet appeared but in 
a state of humility, contemned, blas- 
phemed, and at length murdered by the 
Jews : His Gospel rejected, laughed at, 
and trampled under foot : His followers 
pursued with extreme hatred, persecution, 
and death itself. At length, therefore. 
He displays Himself in His gloiy. His 
kingdoms and power, and calls for those 
cruel enemies of His, that they may be 
slain before Him. 

*' Acts ii. 20 : * Before that great and 
notable day of the Lord come..* Let us 
take notice how St. Peter applies this 
prophecy of Joel to those very times, and 
it will be clear enough, without any com- 
menta^, what that ' day of the Lord is.* 

" 2 Thess. ii. 2 : * As if the day of 
Christ was at hand,' &c. To this also do 
those passages belong. Heb. x. 87 : * Yet 
a little while, and He that shall come, 
will come.' James v. 9 : * Behold the 
Judge is at the door.' Bev. i. 7 : ' He 
Cometh in the clouds ;* and xxii. 12 : * Be- 
hold I come quickly ;* with many o^er 
passages of that nature, all which must 
be understood of Christ's coming in judg- 
ment and vengeance against that wicked 
nation. And in this very sense must the 
word now before us be taken and no 
otherwise, * I will that he tany till I 
come.' For thy part, Peter, thou shalt 
suffer death by thy countrymen the Jews : 
but as for him, I will that he shall tarry 
till I come and avenge Myself upon this 
generation : and if I will so, what is that 
to thee r The story that is told of both 
these Apostles confirms this exposition : 
for it is taken for granted by all, that 
St. Peter had his crown of martyrdom 
before Jerusalem fell, and St. John sur- 
vived the ruins of it.** — ^Lightfoot, ii. 625. 
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yocmg^st of the Apostles, and that he was the only enmyor among 
them, at the overthrow of Jerusalem hj Vespasian, a.d. 70. 

24 This is the disciple [which testifieth] of these things, 
and wrote these things ; and we know that his testimony is 
true. 

[Y. Which also testifieth.] 

25 [And there are also many other things which Jesus 
did, the which, if they should be written every one, I sup- 
pose that even the world itself could not contain the books 
that should be written. [Amen.^J 

[8.* Omits, this yerse : Y. A. Omitj Amen.] 

(Alf. Moreoyer there are many other tiungs— omits Amen.) 

St. John closes his Gospel with a distinct and formal declaration 
of the tmth of what he had written, as the testimony of an eye and 
ear witness. On the truth of these things he states his character for 
honesty and capacity. In the expression '' we know that his testimony 
is tme," he impUes that there are others associated with him, whose 
belief in their tmth is as strong as his own. Either they were a few 
who remained of those, who lived daring oar Saviour's Ministry, or they 
had gained this conviction from St. John. 

To express the small number that he had recorded, bnt a very 
small number of the acts and miracles of Jesus, in comparison with 
the immense number which He wrought, the Evangelist uses an ex- 
pression which seems almost to amount to exaggeration. What he 
means to say is that no language canr express the number and the 
greatness of the works, which Jesus wrought while upon earth. 



lAnd there are also many other (who alleges it fiye times oyer), and Pun. 

things, &o, — " No extant manuscript fa- philas downwards ; and it is exactly in 

yoors the omission of yer. 26, although St. John's simple manner to assert 

the hyperbole it contains caused it to be broadly that which cannot be true to the 

suspected by some, as we learn from the letter, leaving its necessary limitation to 

Scholia to Codd. 86, 237 and others. But it the common sense of the reader." — Scriye- 

is quoted without the least misgiying by a ner*s Introduction to Collation of Sinaitie 

long array of Patristic writers from Origen MS., lix. 
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Adyent, preparation for, p. 12. 
AdoltersB pericope, accounted for, 186; 

explained, 188. 
Advocafee a better word than Comforter 

for T€lpdK\llTOSi 811. 

Ahdw and ipwrdm diBtingoished, 846. 

Angel at the pool of Bethesda, quoted by 
Tertullian, 111. 

"Ay, when omitted, 221. 

*Ayeuctlfittfos and it^awtffiiy distinguished, 
805. 

Anointed &Xc(^a^a (xi. 2) refers to the 
former anointing (Luke Yii.), 244. 

Aorist does not express what is wont to 
be done, 197 ; Aorist Participle never 
employed as a Future, 244; only in 
appearance used as Future, 807, 880 ; 
Aorist in condition, imperfect in con- 
clusion, 888; does not stand for a 
Perfect, 855. 

Article, the, wrongly translated that, 178. 

*Apxh^ f^f^* means, throughout, altoge- 
ther, 196. 

Kinh referring to a singular that has gone 
before, 820. 



Baptism, place of Christ's, 25. 

Bath, meaning of, 298. 

Boo-iAiK^f, how translated, 101. 

Baskets when carried by the Jews and 

why, 186. 
B«urrd(tiy, 272. 
Beds, 118. 
Before tfixpoaBttf an adverb of place not 

of time in John i. 15 ; wrongly trans- 
lated by the Vulgate, 17. 
Bc/3AiyK(^os, 294. * 

Bethany a more ancient reading than 

Bethabara in John i. 28, 25. 
Pethesda, Pool of, 106 ; meaning of the 

word, 110 ; an angel at the pool quoted 

by Tertullian, 111. 
Bethlehem, Jews believed that Christ 

would first appear here, a full grown 
a, 170. 



Branch, xx^/ia and icA^or distiJigaished, 
828 ; branches of Palm-trees, Mte and 
icX^/itt distinguished, 276. 

Brethren of Jesus, 43. 

Burial, manner of, 260. 



Caiaphas and the Council, 261. 

Cake, Passover, 291. 

Cana, whether Eefr Eana or Ehurbet 
Sana, description of, 43. 

Capernaum, pUuse of Christ's abode, 80 ; 
meaning of the word, 50 ; description 
and modem site, 155. 

Cedron, the brook, reading, meaning, 
867. 

Church lessons account for the omission 
of passages in MBS., 207. 

Christ when used as a Proper name, 
218. 

Clay forbidden to be put on the eyes on 
the Sabbath-day, 213. 

Cold of Jerusalem, 876. 

Conditional clauses with 4i, 828. 

Culture, natural, in relation to super- 
natural, 852. 

Crown, the, of thorns, 889. 

Crown, iuLififia and 9r4^aifos distin- 
guished, 891. 

Crucifixion in use among several na- 
tions, 893. 

Cursing and swearing, a common habit 
among Orientals, 881. 



Dealings, they have no, 0vyxfM»^ai, 

meaning of, 89. 
AtvTtp^pvToy Hdfifiwrov, &C., 109. 
Dedication feast of, what feast is meant, 

235. 
Departure from the Upper Boom begun 

but delayed, 824. 
Drawing, vessel for, iyrijutm hauritorium, 

90. 
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Drag, draw, o-^pciy and IXk^ut dietin- 

guished, 284. 
Dinner {ipi<rrov) what time, 447. 
Distance off, temporal and local, 251. 
Dispersed the, among the Gentiles, 

among the Babylonians, and among 

the Greeks, 178. 
AoOXos and Btpdvwv distingaished, 876. 
Druses, origin of, 84. 



Eat to, Christ's Flesh, expressed by two 

Greek verbs ^yw and Tp<^«, 164. 
E2 h^ and #2 o6 distinguished, 240. 
ttvai and ylytcdai distingaished, 206. 
Effectual, redundant (James t. 16), 249. 
*Ek with a Genitive not equivalent to a 

Genitive, 270. 
^Ekcuttos with Plural verb, 860. 
*E\4yx*t¥ and ^iriri/ioy distinguished, 80. 
'£|/vcvo-c (conveyed Himself away, John 

V. 13), how derived, 114. 
Emmaus the ancient Nicopolis, 482. 
'Ev and BiH distinguished, 867. 
Ephraim, the same place as Ophrah, 

264. 
Evil, various meanings of, 121 . 
Examination of Jeaus, 874. 
Excommunication, different kinds of, 

218. 



Feast, gathering for, 266. 

Feast-day, first day of the festival, week. 
67. 

Falsehood, father of, 202. 

Feed to, p'6irKtty and xoifidivtiy distin- 
guished, 449. 

Fig-tree as a shade, 85. 

Fish in Lake of Tiberias, 444. 

Fold {Tolfjkyri) wrongly translated flock, 
282. 

For (&kt1) meaning of, in grace for grace, 
17. 

Ford, Jesus safe at the Jordan-ford, 241. 

Fountain of the Apostles, 260. 

Fruitfulness, the end intended, 8.28. 



Galilee, territorial divisions, character, 
chief towns, 2, 8 ; liable from its posi- 
tion to become lax, and to imitate 
Gentiles, 84 ; inhabited by a mixed 
population, 181. 

Gates of Jerusalem, open and dosed, 
110. 



Thpt inferential particle in a question, 

178 ; causal particle, 280. 
Genitive case, its meaning, 121. 
Given {M6tuyoy) not found in the Greek, 

(John vii. 39), 176. 
Glory of the Son, 15. 
** Go about" {ChrttTt) wrongly translated, 

169. 
God, occurs in New Testament more than 

1300 times, never in the sense of a 

superior or inferior God, 10; His 

Name the same as Himself, 14. 
"God" not "Son" in John i. 18 in 

some MSS., 19. 



Hebrew tongue, in the, qieaning of, 110. 
Hereafter kvofnl^ 87. 
High-priest, capriciously changed, 368. 
Homer's works in relation to the Old 

Testament, 12. 
Hosanna, 276. 

Hour the, the appointed time, 281. 
Houses in Palestine, 80. 



Imperative mood not the same as the 

Future, 66 ; two connected by koI, 161 ; 

not simply permissive, 306. 
Imperfect not to be translated by a Pliv 

perfect, 116. 
'IfUrioy and xtTc^y distinguished, 445. 
Indicative Present, force of, 261. 
Infants, Jewish notion respecting infants 

sinning, 211. 
Inferentifd Particle yhp in a question, 

178. 
Interpolations, as John and Jesus, in 

Scripture how explained, 25, 32. 
Interpreted words, added by the Evan^ 

gelist, 81. 



Jacobus Well, description of, 81. 

Jerusalem, its history, 5 ; general cha- 
racter, elevation, extent, walls, 6, 7; 
gradually became more Grecian in its 
i^rchitecture, 57; distance from, Na- 
ziareth, 86. 

J^rusalem^ destruction of, an emblepi of 
the end of the world, 454. 

Jewish parties, 208. 

Jews, the, mean Sanhedrin, 19, 116. 

John Baptist bears witness not by one 
act, but by his whole ministry, 16« 26.. 

Johannean words, 826. 
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Jona, a oommon name among the Jews, 
31. 

Jordan, derivation of the name, its gene- 
ral character, length, &e., 59. 

Journey from Jerusalem to the Jordan, 
241. 

Jade or Jndas, 321. 

Judasa, extent, goyemment, mountains, 
barrenness, S, 4. 



KKrjfia and icAciSos distinguished, 328. 
KX^fia andc^otte distinguished, 276. 



Lake of Tiherias, names, character, size, 

129; description of a storm on, 131; 

its navy, 132 ; Fish in it, 444. 
AaXi(i and \6yos distinguished, 201. 
liazarus, 267. 
AafjLirdSf A^x*'^^* ^^^ d>M^ii distinguished, 

368. 
Light, lamp, not sufficiently distinguished 

in oar Version, 124. 
Love to, iymray^ and ipiXtHy distinguished, 

448. 
Ao6» and virrrtiv distinguished, 297. 



Meals, Eastern customsat, 296. 

Mejdel or Magdala, 422. 

M<6 (/A^Tx) used when a negative answer is 

expected, 97, 172. 
M^ and ov distinguished, 180 ; also, cl ii4\ 

and c{ ob, 240. 
Miracle, Test of, 49. 



Nathanael, spelt Nethaneel, an Old Testa- 
ment name ; while Philip, Andrew, 
and Nicodemus are of Greek origin, 
prohably an Apostle, 33. 

Nazareth, a beautiful description of it, 
comparing it in situation to a rose, 34 ; 
distance from Jerusalem, 86. 

Negative, particle, wrong translation of, 
96. 

Negations, two or more produce one, 329. 

Nicodemus came to Jesus that night, 62. 

Nicopolis the same as Emmaus, 432. 

Nouns plural with singular meaning, 14. 



Officers, 172. 

On (M) the well, 88. 

OSv, meaning of, 200. 

Olros and Mwos distinguished, 179. 

Other, the, disciple, 874. 



Palestine, character, extent, elevation, 
atmosphere, territorial division, 1, 2. 

IIc^, after A^jSovciir, distinguished from 
&irb, 233. 

IlapcdcAtrros, better translated Advocate 
than Comforter, 311. 

Uai with &A^0cia, 343. 

noffoof appropriately placed (John v. 22) 
119. 

Palm-trees, the, meaning of the Article 
here, 276. 

Passover, in the expression that they 
might eat the Passover (John zviii. 
28), refers to the chagigah, not to the 
Paschal Lamb, 382. 

Passover cake, 392. 

Pavement, the, where it was, 396. 

Pence, three hundred, 271. 

Penny, inadequate expression of its value, 
136. 

Pericope adultene accounted for, 186; 
explained, 188. 

Perception, verbs of, 200. 

Perfect, when used for the Present, 438. 

Pharisees used for Sanhedrin, 20. 

HoiiAvn flock, wrongly translated fold, 232. 

Pool of Siloam, 107, 214. 

Present active particle expresses con- 
tinuous action of faith, 119. 

Present tense ilsed to denote what is just 
about to take place, 239 ; only in ap- 
pearance used for future, 314. 

Preparation, the, 397. 

Prophet, not any particular one foretold 
in Deut. xviii. 15, but a succession, 20. 

Hp^f, repeated before two substantives, 
424. 

Pronoun h.v76s used for emphasis, 371. 

Purple robe, 392. 



Kabbi, when first used, 29. 
Beprove, to, and convince or convict, dis- 
tinguished, 340. 



Sabbath, first second-day (ZtvT^p^pmrov)^ 
109 ; how observed iu the Temple, 114. 
Samaria, extent, chief towns, 8. 
Samaritans, origin of, 83. 
Sanhedrin, 208. 
Sea of Galilee. (See Lake.) 
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Search the SeriptueB Upmar^ rks 

7pa^^), whether an indioatiTe or 

ImperatWe, 126. 
Sepulohrefl, common form of, Christ's 

Sepnlchre, 420. 
Signs and wonders {r4pas, <nifiMio¥, Ac), 

distinguished, 101. 
Siloam, Pool of, 107, 214. 
Sheep, their habits, nnmbers in Palestine, 

226. 
Sheep-fold, low door into, 226. 
Servant {idv?^s, and minister {9€pdwm¥), 

distinguished, 876. 
Solomon's Porch, 286. 
Spikenard, 270. 
Spirit and troth, in (iy vWvfurrc jra2 

itX.'hOtia), 93. 
ZTtipa 4i, meaning of, 868. 
%w4ix^ ^ 'Iiyo-ous, 868. 
S^ciy and JXir^ciy, distingoished, 284. 
Sychar, description of, 86. 
Synagogue, number in Jenisalem, 886; 

White Synagogue in Capernaum, 886 ; 

put out of the Synagogue, 888. 
Siandeth (lirnyiccy), or hath stood, 24. 



Tabernacles, feast of, 161, 176, 191. 
Talmudio traditions explanatory of 

Christ's words, 122. 
Temple lfp6v and ya&s distinguished, 184. 
Temple, Herod's, description of, 89. 
Temples, the three, dates of, description 

of, 89. 
Tombs in Palestine, 267. 
Thieves and robbers {KK4imit andxj^irr^s), 

distinguished, 887. 
Thorns, the crown of, 889. 
Tiberias, 440. 

Tcr4pi|iccy, meaning of perfect tense, 278. 
Three hundred pence, 271. 
True saying, how with the article, and 

how without it, 98. 



True, saidst true differs from saidst truly 

92. 
Thus 5vr«s, meaning of, 86. 
Troth, opposed not to what is false, bat 

to what is imperfect and shadowy, 18. 



Verses, differenUy divided, 11, 121, 824. 

Terse 26, ch. zxi. ; no authority for omis- 
sion, 466. 

Various readings caused by the com- 
mencement of a Church lectionaiy, 
287. 

Verily, a peculiar use by the Jews, 86 
why doubled by St. John, 64. 

Voice, Word, how distinguished, applied 
to the Baptist and to Christ, 21. 



Wash to, Koim and phmip distinfluiahed, 
297. 

Water-supply of Jerosalem, 106. 

Way, the, Christ Himself, wrongly trans- 
lated this way, that way, 816. 

Well, Jacob's, description of, 81. 

Wells, mode of drawing water from, 82. 

Woman, whether the disciples marvelled 
because Christ talked with a woman or 
with this particular woman, 95. 

Wilderness of JudAa, its character, 22. 

Withered, 111. 

Word, not pronounced but substantial, 
common title for Son of Qod in Chaldee 
Paraphrast, 10. 

World, its material and ethical meanings 
18. 



d(y, peculiar use of, 219. 
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Abraham's seed, meaning of, illustrated 

by events in his own household, p. 199. 
Abraham's seed {air4pfia) and Abraham's 

children {r4Kya) distingaished, 200. 
Across, meaning of, as applied to the 

Lake of Galilee, 133. 
Adricomios gives np the traditionaiy site 

of the feeding of 6000, followed by 

Beland and others, 148. 
Against, probably a more appropriate 

rendering of M than upon, 258. 
Amen, St. John always doubles it, 65. 
Andrew, 280. 

Annas had great influence, as ex-high- 
priest Sagan, father-in-law of Caiaphas, 

or as head of a Jewish party, 873. 
Anointings of Jesus, how many, &c., 245. 
Antichrists, said to have been sixty in 

number, 128. 
Apostolical Succession, the Church's 

warrant for, 435. 
Appearance of Jesus on the Besurreotion- 

Day, 432. 
Arcttlf s testimony as to the traditionary 

site of feeding the 6000, 141. 
Arimathsa, Joseph of, 288, 415. 
Ascension of the Human body into heaven 

a great Mystery, 314. 
Avarice and treason to Christ intimately 

connected, 277. 



Baptism, Christ's, how different from 
John's, 24, 78. 

Bartholomew, same person as Nathanael, 
83. 

Believing a person and believing in a 
person, distinguished, 289. 

Bethany, an older reading in John i. 28 
than Bethabara, 25. 

Bethesda, pool of, used for washing not 
animals but men, 111 ; the clause re- 
specting the angel troubling the pool 
not found in certain MSS., but quoted 
l^ TertuUian, 112. 

Bethphage, early tradition respecting its 
situation, 277. 



Bethsaida situated on the west side of 
the Lake, 141. 



Caiaphas, Joseph, high priest dnring 
Christ's Ministry, 373; his prophecy, 
263. 

Calendar for the Passover week, 268. 

Calls with a loud voice to Lasarus, Jesus, 
why, 260. 

Cana« our doubt as to its site does not 
affect the truth of the Gospel narrative, 
43 ; distant from Capernaum, twenty- 
five miles, 108. 

Christ used as a Proper name not until 
after His Besurrection, 855. 

Come, in expression till I come, meanings 
assigned to, 454. 

Communion with God through His 
Church, 227. 

Crucifixion spoken of as an exaltation, 
198 ; St. Mark and St. John's account 
of it, how reconciled, 899. 



Day, My, meaning of, as applied to Abra- 
ham, 207. 

Day, the, used of Jesus continuing with 
them, 212. 

Death, not lawful lor the Jews to put any 
man to, 884. 

Dedication, feast of, 285. 

Devil, his personality, a liar, Ac, 202. 

Didymus, meaning of, 250. 

Door, the, into the sheepfold, Jesus 229. 

Dread, Jesus not saved from, 282. 



'Erc/3pi/A4<raTo He groaned, meaning of, 
255. 

"Ecr/Acy used to express plurality of Per- 
sons, & unity of substance (John x. 80),. 
238. 

Ephraim, 264. 
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Eucharist, institntion of, not recorded by 
St. John, where in his narrative it 
should come in, SOS. 

Examination of Jesus, two different 
opinions about it, S7S. 



Faith in His power required by Jesus 

before healing, 25S. 
Feed, /3^<rKc and xolnaiyt distinguished, 

451. 
Feet used as symbolic of the affections of 

the soul, 800. 
Fifty years, time when the Levites were 

Fuperannuated, 206. 
Fulfilled, that the Scripture may be, 

859. 



Genuineness of chapter xxi. shown, 448. 

Glory of God, 856. 

Glorification of God, 808, 854. 

God, used in two senses, 289 ; how He 

comes to a man, &c., 821. 
Grace not given by Moses, 17. 
Groaned He, iytfipifx-fitrarot 255. 



Fftllel, the, what, when used, 366. 

Ii.il/ve8t began at the Passover, 98. 

Holy Spirit, office of, 841. 

Hour, the tenth, SO ; the sixth, 88 ; the 
seventh, 103. 

Human nature of Jesus, subject to weak- 
ness, but kept free from sin, 824. 



Incarnation, the, basis of the Christian 
Beligion, and first battle-field in the 
Church, 9 ; how explained by the Ca- 
tholic Church, 15 ; the cause of man's 
unbelief in the Incarnation, 71 ; those 
chosen as instruments in the Incarna- 
tion already eminent for their devout 
lives, 152 ; a right belief in the Incar- 
nation necessary for salvation, 854. 

Increase by death, 281. 

Isaiah saw a representation of the Tri- 
nity, 287. 

Iscariot, meaning of, 160. 



John Baptist, how before Jesus and after 
Him, 17 ; mission of the Pharisees to 
John, 20; how not Elias, 22; his 



baptism compared with Christ's, 24 ; 
gives testimony to Jesus, 16, 18, 25 ; 
how did not know Jesus before His 
Baptism, 27 ; duration of his ministry, 
scene of it, 74 ; checks the jealousy of 
his disciples towards Jesus, 75. 

John the Evangelist said to calculate 
time differently from the other Evan- 
gelists, 30, 88, 108, 399 ; never speaks 
of himself by name, 31 ; always doubles 
the Amen, 65 ; omits all the transac- 
tions of Christ's second year, 134 ; re- 
cords no events of the first half of 
Christ's last year, 163; enters more 
fully than the other Evangelists into 
the Mystery of the Incarnation, 305 ; 
"to whom I shall give a sop," &e., 
spoken to John privately, 806; gives 
only one of the four reasons why Peter 
should put up his sword, 371 ; more 
receptive of the Mysteries of the In- 
carnation than Peter, 426; the only 
survivor of the Apostles at the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, what is said to be 
the date of his Gospel, 455. 

Judas Iscarict, 275 ; his feet supposed to 
have been washed first, 296; why 
chosen, not in ignorance, 302 ; present 
at the Paschal Supper, the washing of 
.the feet, and the institution of the 
Eucharist, 306 ; sop given to Judaa a 
mark of good will, 306. 



Lazarus of Bethany, a ridh man, &c., 
245. 

Lovest thou, ^t\tis and kyawas distin- 
guiahed, 450. 

Law, the, compared with the kingdom of 
heaven, 18, 49 ; its ceremonial wash- 
ingB did not cleanse the heart, 68. 

Life everlasting, meaning of, 79, 120, 
151, 204, &0. ; Jesus the source of life 
through eating His Flesh and drinking 
His Blood, 158, 156. 

Life, Jesus lays down His life volun- 
tarily, 288; used by Jesus partly of 
the body and partly of the soul, 252. 

Lifted up understood of Crucifixion, 285. 

Light used virtually of Jesus, and alao 
personally, 12; difference between a 
light and the light, 12, 289. 



Manna, the, contrasted with the true 

Bread, 149. 
Maiy, Blessed Virgin, meaning of Christ's 

words to her, ** Woman, what have I to 
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do with theer 45; did not go with 
th« other women to the tomb on the 
moming of the Besnrreetion, and why, 
484 ; where next seen, 409. 

Mazy Magdalene and Maiy of Bethany, 
were they the same, 846. 

Mereifal applied to the Father, 858. 

Mirades, Christ's, their oomideteness 
nsnally shown, 118, 187 ; Jesns wrought 
the same miracles which it was fore- 
told God would work, 136 ; why He 
prayed before His mirades, 186 ; tra- 
ditionary site of the miracle of feeding 
the 5000 altered by Adrieomins, though 
exposed by Cornelius k Lapide, fol- 
lowed by Beland and most modem 
Commentators, 148; do not necessa- 
rily cany conviction with them, 287. 

Myrrh, large quantity of, 418 ; its nature 
andieffect on theihnen, 485. 



Naked, in what sense Peter was, 446. 

Kathanaal, the same person as Bartho- 
lomew, 88; how an Israelite indeed, 
86. 

Nard Pistic, 271. 

Nazareth, why objected to, 85; though 
generally included under the term Ga- 
lilee* onee osediin oontradistinotion to 
H, 100. 

New-birth, desoription of, 14, 65. 

Nicodemus, his character, position, mem- 
ber of the Jewish Sanhedrin, 62 ; the 
effect of his conTersation with Jesus 
on him, 72, 288; only mentioned by 
St. John, 416. 

Kight, the, used of Jesus' departure from 
them, 221. 

Nobleman's son, not the centurion's son, 
108. 



Other, the, disdple, 875, 
'Op^woit explained, 820. 
Over, over the sea, meaning of, 145. 



Palace of the high priest, 875. 

Paneas, name changed to Ca»sarea, 145. 

Paschal Supper, St. John's account not 
easy to reconcile with the other ac- 
counts, 298. 

Passoyer, St. John mentions three by 
name, the other Evangelists only one, 
51 ; many things observed in the per- 



petual Passover, that were not in the 
Egyptian Passover, 58; the prindpal 
Feast of the Jews, 108 ; Jesus at Jeru- 
salem a$ the third Passover, 164; 
meaning of the word Passover in the 
expression *<but that they might eat 
the Passover" (xviii. 26), 862. 

Petra, meaning of, appUed to Peter, 82 . 

Peter, when he struck with the sword, 
872 ; his three denials of Jesus where, 
879; his primacy, 452. 

ndpoM and its compounds, how used as 
applied to the Lske of Galilee, 188. 

Philip, called to be Christ's disdple, 82 ; 
why appealed to before the mirade of 
multiplying the bread, 135, 280. 

Pistic, Nard, 271. 

Pococke, Bishop, testimony to the tra- 
ditionary site of feeding the 6000, 142. 

Porter of the Bheep-fold, the Holy Spirit, 
280. 

Prayer, Jesus the medium of all, 848. 

Prays, Jesus, to the Father, not from 
hick of power, 259, 858. 

Priests, high, frequently changed by the 
Boman Governors, 262. 

Preparation, the, 897. 

Presence, d^erence of Christ's, before 
the Besunrection and after, 444. 

Prisoners, oustomary to release, at all 
the feasts, 888. 



Besunrection of the unjust as well as the 
just, 122. 

Besurreotion not new to Martha, known 
to the Maccabees, 252 ; of Jesus sup- 
posed to have been privately revealed 
to Blessed Virgin Ma^, 434. 

Bock or Bocky, how applied to Peter, 
82. 

Boutes, two, from Galilee to Jerusalem, 
166. 



Sabbath, law of, gave place to the law of 

Circumcision, 170. 
ScBwulf s testimony to the traditionaiy 

site of feeding the 5000, 142. 
Samaria, practice of the GalilsBans to go 

through, on their way to Jerusalem for 

the feasts, 86. 
Samaritan, Jesus called, 208. 
Sanotification, 860. 

Scourging a frightful punishment, 891. 
Serpent, brasen, a type of the crucified 

God Incarnate, 70. 
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See to, and to show, how used with re- 
ference to the Father and the Son, 
118. 

Sheep of the fold, 880 ; other Bheep, 284. 

Shepherd of the fold, Jesus, 1^. 

Simon the leper, 369. 

Sons of God, how made, 14. 

Son, the, and the Father, One, 117, 118, 
128 ; Son of Bfan will jndge, 119. 

Son of God, how understood by Pilate, 
394. 

Sop given to Jndas a mark of goodwill, 
306. 

Syoher or Sheohem, 87, 92. 



Tabemaoles, feast of, not celebrated in the 
Temple, 167; Beferenoe to its cere- 
monies, 174. 

Temple, what it includes, 68; in what 
pitft the market was held, 54; the 
three Temples, 56. 

Testimony of the Baptist, 16, 18, 25 ; its 
admissibility in evidence, 194. 

Tests, Jesus gives two, by which to know 
His doctrine, 168. 

Tenth hour, 80. 

Thirst, applied to the soul, 176. 

Thomas, called Didymus, why called 
both; his zeal for Jesus, 250; his 
hardness of belief, 486; whether he 
did put his hand into His side, 487. 

Time, St. John said to calculate it dif- 
ferently from the other Evangelists, 
80, 88« 108, 899. 

Tombs, form of Lazams*s, 268. 

Thunder, a voice came to Jesus like, 288. 

T^Kxia, how to be understood, 809. 

*' Touch me not," an imperfect rendering 
of fi'fi fiov iwrov, its meaning, 428. 

Treasuiy, the most public place in the 
Temple, 196. 



Unbelief of the Jews had a moral origin, 
384. 

Union between the Fathw and the Son, 
not adequately represented by the rela- 
tion between a human father and his 
son, 316, 828; best expressed in the 
Athanasian Creed, 828. 



Vine, Jesus the True, His Apoetlee 
branches, 827 ; why the vine was 
selected to illustrate the union be- 
tween Jesus and His Apostles, 828. 

Virgin Mary, not with the women on the 
morning of the Besuireotion, why. 424 ; 
Jesus may have appeared to her pri- 
vately, 424. 



Washings, ceremonial, of the Law, did not 
convey the Holy Spirit, 68. 

Washed in the Bath ; its meaning, 399. 

Washing of the feet not instead of the 
institution of the Eucharist, 804. 

Water, symbolical of the Holy Spirit, 89, 
91, 177. 

Wine, quantity of, made from the water 
at Uie maniage feast, 48. 

Word, the. Second Person in the God- 
head, 10; author of all life, natonl 
and moral, 11. 

World, unbelievers. 841, 546, 860. 



Zaoharias, tradition respecting murder of, 
207. 
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